COMPREHENSIVE
EVERGLADES
RESTORATIONI PLAN (CERP

WHAT IS CerpP?

The Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP) Everglades Restoration
contains a bold outline for returning the lifeblood of the | Plan. comprised of more
Everglades — water — to its historic quantity, quality, timing g]r?grfgyp;?;%tjz é??é‘ﬁff’es
and distribution. The Water Resources Development Act | 5 achieve a restored
(WRDA) of 2000, the Congressional legislation that | Everglades ecosystem
approved CERP, states that the “overarching objective of | suchas:

the Plan is the restoration, preservation, and protection of Above-ground Storage
the south Florida ecosystem while providing for other ol
water-related needs of the region, including water supply B caiment

: ” Areas
and flood protection. Decompartmentalization

. Operational changes
The restored Everglades will not be exactly the same as B 2 agcment

the original. It will be, however, vastly superior to the Aquifer, Storage and
current system. Although smaller than the pre-drainage Recovery

system, it will be a successfully restored Everglades having

recovered those hydrological and biological patterns that

defined the original Everglades and that made it unique
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= Wetland functions that mimic pre-drainage conditions

Significant increase in animal populations at all levels
in the aquatic food chain Image

Return of large nesting “rookeries” of wading birds Fade

Quality of water ROSEATE SPOONBILL
Improved health of Lake Okeechobee fishery

Improved freshwater flows to bays and estuaries

Improved health of seagrasses and other submerged aquatic
vegetation

Reduced frequency of water restrictions ALLIGATOR
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HERBERT HOOVER DIKE
REHABILITATION

Rehabilitation of the dike
to reduce the risk of failure
of aging structure

LAKE OKEECHOBEE REGULATION
SCHEDULE REVISION

Revision to the lake schedule
once sufficient rehabllitation of
the dike has been completed
to support moving water south

INDIAN RIVER LAGOON (IRL)-
SOUTH

Reduces and cleans freshwater
discharges from the watershed
to the St. Lucie Estuary

LOXAHATCHEE RIVER
WATERSHED RESTORATION

Re-connect and restore natural
areas in the headwaters and
improve water flow to the river

SITE 1

Reduces seepage from
WCAL Loxahatchee Refuge
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Since 2000, considerable progress M BIVER
First and second generation CERP
construction, or being designed. The el o rcions e
projects contribute significant S B2 SYPTEss
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Restores critical floodplain
WATERSHED AND ASR
projects are authorized by Congress @ iz
CALOOSAHATCHEE
Caloosahatchee River
Central Everglades Planning Project is
The next increment of storage
increase water availability
Rehydrate wetlands, improve
. . . . Cypress Basin Reservation i o we A2 BROWARD WATER
the specific regional habitats in A e TR
- RESTORATION redllices seepage 105 from
which they are located. e ettt - s Spres conel Cvergiades nceases
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has been made implementing CERP.  EaEEEHEESS
. : freshwater discharges to the

and are either operational, under

currently awaiting congressional Wer e .

authorization. All of these CERP foratan, s Fyegledes

ecological benefits to the system and Eariatrars

CENTRAL EVERGLADES
PLANNING PROJECT
Reduces freshwater flow to the
east and west coast estuaries,
and restores habitat and water
flow to the Everglades and
Florida Bay

PICAYUNE STRAND

55,000-acre habitat restoration
in the Western Everglades

TAMIAMI TRAIL BRIDGING
Bridging and roadway

modifications to improve water

flow to Everglades National Park BISCAYNE BAY COASTAL

WETLANDS PROJECT PHASE 1

MODIFIED WATER DELIVERIES TO Restores the natural pattern of
EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK freshwater inflows to
Restores water deliveries to Biscayne Bay
Northeast Shark River Slough in g0
Everglades National Park

C-111 SPREADER CANAL
C-111 SPREADER CANAL EASTERN AND BISCAYNE BAY
WESTERN PROJECT COASTAL WETLANDS PHASE 2
Reduces water loss from Taylor The next phase of
Slough and increases restoration to increase

freshwater flow to Florida Bay %%t?ésqgﬂsrfgtﬁ'féiaggﬁe?ﬁ%f

freshwater flow to wetlands NOT TO SCALE

C-111 SOUTH DADE

Reduces water losses from ENP
and improves freshwater flow
to Taylor Slough and Florida Bay

CERP LEGEND

B Non-CERP & Foundation Projects

INTEG RATED B CERP Generation 1 (Authorized)

DELIVERY [ CERP Generation 2 (Authorized)
Bl CERP Generation 3 (Requires Authorization)

SCHEDULE B Planning Phase

| AKE OKEECHOBEE
WATERSHED (LOW)
PROJECT

lands to urban and agricultural uses, dike construction, and channelization for drainage. In
addition to reduced habitat acreage, both natural water storage and treatment capabilities
have been reduced setting off a cascade of other problems, including:

Extreme High and Low Lake Water Levels and Undesirable
Water Recession and Ascension Rates

* |nvasive species

» Undesirable lake releases impacting salinity levels and
habitat in the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie estuaries

Wind and wave (turbulent) resuspension of sediments
made worse by extreme high lake levels

Substantial reduction in the spatial extent and
functionality of wetlands and other wildlife habitat

Degraded Water Quality and Ecology

= High nutrient levels and algal blooms
= Habitat loss
* |Invasive species overtaking natural habitat
= High nutrient levels in soil and sediment
High nutrient water from drainage basins to the lake
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WATERSHED
PROJECT OBJECTIVES

For Additional Information : http://bit.ly/LakeOWatershed



ENVIRONMENTAL

SUIMAN & NATURAL
CONSIDERATIONS ENVIRSNIMENT
NAN@INAL ENVIR@NIVIENGAL EVALUATING BOTENTIAL

POLIGT AGT (NEPA) BEENEFICIAL & APVERSE [MPACTS

WHAT IS5 NEPAY

NATIVE AMIERICARNS
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COORDINATION with applicable environmental regulatory agencies

WILDLIFE AND TFIEIR FLABITAT

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATON of environmental impacts to

the maximum extent practicable I J J/ J J N/ﬂmj\/
. S OJECT A DE /L
MITIGATION AND MONITORING where unavoidable impacts occur I — T _ o B
PROJECT AREL BASING/SUB- 11 TERSHEDS el IDANIGERED SPECIES
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PUBLIC INVOLVEIVIENT 1S KEY
Public input is vital to the success of a
project. Inherent to NEPA, as well as the
USACE planning process, are established

opportunities for public input during
project development.
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Examples include
public workshops
and meetings
related to the
scoping portion of
the NEPA process,
development of
project
alternatives, and
releases of draft
reports (such as

For Additional Information : http://bit.ly/LakeOWatershed






