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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

November 26, 2024 

Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Talbert Cypress  
Chairman, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians  
P.O. Box 440021, Tamiami Station  
Miami, Florida 33144  
 
Dear Chairman Cypress:  
 
 
     I would like to formally invite you and/or your representative to participate in the 
Validation Study for the Indian River Lagoon South (IRL-S) Recreation Features and to 
formally initiate Government-to-Government consultation between your Nation and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps).  The Corps is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the IRL-S Recreation 
Features, which a part of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).  
The project was authorized in Section 1001(14) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2007, Public Law 110-114, and Section 8401(6)2 of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263.  The purpose of the IRL-S is to provide 
benefits to the St. Lucie River and Tributary system and this action will provide 
recreation features at project components. 
 
     Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP 
projects for the full IRL-S project will be developed.  Recreation features will be 
considered only within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project 
under design and construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired 
within the authorized IRL-S project footprint (Figure 1).  Table 1 (enclosed) describes 
the components of the IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities.  Recreation 
features to be considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 
• Parking 
• Public Restrooms 
• Access roads 
• Boat ramps 
• Bike/walking path markings and signage 
• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 

purposes of the project 
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     At this time, we would like to invite interested Tribal representatives to join us 
virtually on December 09, 2024, from 1:00PM to 2:00PM as we provide an overview of 
the proposed project.  We will also host and record a virtual Public Scoping Meeting on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00PM to 3:00PM and again from 5:30PM to 6:30PM that 
will cover the same information as this Tribal meeting.  These meetings will provide 
details of the proposed project and allow us to answer clarifying questions.  If you are 
unable to attend any of these opportunities, please let us know and we will provide you 
with a recording of the public meeting.  A member of my staff will send a calendar 
invitation for both the public and Tribal meetings to key members of your staff for 
attendance consideration.  
 
Virtual Meeting Information: 

• December 09 Tribal Meeting at 1:00PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m81c1b494b35819dee4bca9a95
ee6ef80 

• December 12 Public Meeting at 2:00PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a
6e98d8f 

• December 12 Public Meeting at 5:30PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac30869
34503e 

  
     At this time, we would like to invite you to participate in the consultation process for 
the IRL-S Project Recreation Features.  We also invite you to provide comments and to 
identify any issues or concerns as part of the NEPA documentation that will be prepared 
by the Corps.  Please share this notice with any interested party.  If you elect to 
participate in the IRL-S Project Recreation Features process, please identify the 
appropriate Tribal members and/or staff who will serve as representatives during this 
effort.  
 
     Mrs. Jennifer John, Planning Technical Lead, will be the point of contact for this 
effort. Your staff may direct any questions to Mrs. John by phone at (904) 232-1133 or 
by email at Jennifer.H.John@usace.army.mil. Please provide responses to this letter 
within 30-days of receipt to Mrs. John via email at IRL-S_recreation@usace.army.mil or 
to the address listed in the letterhead above. We look forward to consulting with you on  
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this proposed action.  If you have any questions, please contact me, or you or your staff 
may contact Ms. Cindy Thomas, District Tribal Liaison, by phone at (918) 581-4200 or 
by email at Cynthia.G.Thomas@usace.army.mil.  

Sincerely, 

BRANDON L. BOWMAN 
Colonel, EN 
Commanding  

Enclosure 

cc:  
Ms. Marla Poole, Executive Assistant, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 
   MarlaP@miccosukeetribe.com  
Ms. Beverly Tiger, Executive Assistant, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 
   BeverlyT@miccosukeetribe.com  
Mr. Kevin Cunniff, Chief of Sustainability, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 
   KevinC@miccosukee.com  
Ms. Amy Castaneda, Water Resources Director, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 
   AmyC@miccosukee.com  
Mr. Jason Daniels, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 
   JasonD@miccosukeetribe.com  
Mr. Marcel Bozas, Acting Fish and Wildlife Director, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians, 
   MarceloB@miccosukeetribe.com  
Mr. Edward Ornstein, Deputy General Counsel, EdwardO@miccosukeetribe.com 
Ms. Jennifer Materi, General Counsel, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,  

 JenniferM@miccosuketribe.com 

For CDR:
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Enclosure 
 

 
Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

  
Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities. 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs  Areas that store and treat water and release 
water later when flows will have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning for the downstream 
estuary.  

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking  

Natural Water Storage 
and Treatment Areas  

Unregulated water storage that keeps water on 
the landscape longer before it moves through the 
tributary system to the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing  

Floodplain Restoration 
Area  

Restores the habitat adjacent to the river to a 
more historical hydrology. A natural floodplain 
decreases flooding probabilities, restores habitat, 
and keeps water on the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.   

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking  

Muck Remediation  Removal of St. Lucie Estuary muck sediments to 
bring about an improvement in water quality, as 
well as improvements in habitat quality. Disposal 
site will be near planned removal sites.  

Fishing, boating  
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Artificial Oyster 
Habitat  

Creating additional oyster habitat area of six 
sites within the middle estuary. Each site will be 
15 acres in area.  

Fishing, boating.  
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U.S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

November 26, 2024 

Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Marcellus Osceola, Jr. 
Chairman, Seminole Tribe of Florida 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
 
Dear Chairman Osceola:  
 
 
     I would like to formally invite you and/or your representative to participate in the 
Validation Study for the Indian River Lagoon South (IRL-S) Recreation Features and to 
formally initiate Government-to-Government consultation between your Nation and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps).  The Corps is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the IRL-S Recreation 
Features, which a part of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP).  
The project was authorized in Section 1001(14) of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2007, Public Law 110-114, and Section 8401(6)2 of the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263.  The purpose of the IRL-S is to provide 
benefits to the St. Lucie River and Tributary system and this action will provide 
recreation features at project components.  
 
     Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP 
projects for the full IRL-S project will be developed.  Recreation features will be 
considered only within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project 
under design and construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired 
within the authorized IRL-S project footprint (Figure 1).  Table 1 (enclosed) describes 
the components of the IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities.  Recreation 
features to be considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 
• Parking 
• Public Restrooms 
• Access roads 
• Boat ramps 
• Bike/walking path markings and signage. 
• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 

purposes of the project. 
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     At this time, we would like to invite interested Tribal representatives to join us 
virtually on December 09, 2024, from 1:00PM to 2:00PM as we provide an overview of 
the proposed project.  We will also host and record a virtual Public Scoping Meeting on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00PM to 3:00PM and again from 5:30PM to 6:30PM that 
will cover the same information as this Tribal meeting.  These meetings will provide 
details of the proposed project and allow us to answer clarifying questions.  If you are 
unable to attend any of these opportunities, please let us know and we will provide you 
with a recording of the public meeting.  A member of my staff will send a calendar 
invitation for both the public and Tribal meetings to key members of your staff for 
attendance consideration.  
 
Virtual Meeting Information: 

• December 09 Tribal Meeting at 1:00PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m81c1b494b35819dee4bca9a95
ee6ef80 

• December 12 at 2:00PM Public Meeting: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a
6e98d8f 

• December 12 at 5:30PM Public Meeting: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac30869
34503e 

  
     At this time, we would like to invite you to participate in the consultation process for 
the IRL-S Project Recreation Features.  We also invite you to provide comments and to 
identify any issues or concerns as part of the NEPA documentation that will be prepared 
by the Corps.  Please share this notice with any interested party. If you elect to 
participate in the IRL-S Project Recreation Features process, please identify the 
appropriate Tribal members and/or staff who will serve as representatives during this 
effort.  
 
     Mrs. Jennifer John, Planning Technical Lead, will be the point of contact for this 
effort.  Your staff may direct any questions to Mrs. John by phone at (904) 232-1133, or 
by email at Jennifer.H.John@usace.army.mil. Please provide responses to this letter 
within 30-days of receipt to Mrs. John via email at IRLS_Recreation@usace.army.mil or 
to the address listed in the letterhead above.  We look forward to consulting with you on  
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this proposed action.  If you have any questions, please contact me,or you or your staff 
may contact Ms. Cindy Thomas, District Tribal Liaison, by phone at (918) 581-4200, or 
by email at Cynthia.g.thomas@usace.army.mil.  

Sincerely, 

BRANDON L. BOWMAN 
Colonel, EN 
Commanding  

Enclosure 

cc:  
Ms. Karen Bishop, Executive Assistant, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   Karen.Bishop@semtribe.com 
Ms. Holly Tiger, Vice Chairman and TW Board President, Seminole Tribe of 
   Florida, HollyTiger@semtribe.com 
Mr. Blake Osceola, Special Projects Administrator, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   Blake.Osceola@semtribe.com 
Ms. Carlene Osceola, Chairman’s Assistant, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   Carlene.Osceola@semtribe.com 
Mr. Elrod Bowers, Chairman’s Executive Assistant, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   ElrodBowers@semtribe.com 
Mr. Jim Shore, Esquire, General Counsel, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   JimShore@semtribe.com 
Dr. Paul Backhouse, Senior Director, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   PaulBackhouse@semtribe.com 
Mr. Stacy Myers, Director, Seminole Tribe of Florida, StacyMyers@semtribe.com 
Ms. Tina Osceola, Executive Director and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer,     
   Seminole Tribe of Florida, TinaOsceola@semtribe.com 
Mr. Juan Cancel, Assistant Director, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Seminole Tribe 
   of Florida, JuanCancel@semtribe.com 
Ms. Maria Ocampo Pinzon, Seminole Tribe of Florida,    
   MariaOcampoPinzon@semtribe.com 
Mr. Joseph John, Seminole Tribe of Florida, JosephJohn@semtribe.com 
Ms. Ashley Wilson, Seminole Tribe of Florida, AshleyWilson1@semtribe.com; and    
   ExternalEnv@semtribe.com 
Ms. Danielle Simon, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   DanielleSimon@semtribe.com 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal Historic Preservation Office, 
THPOCompliance@semtribe.com 

FOR CDR:
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Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

  
Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities. 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs  Areas that store and treat water and release 
water later when flows will have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning for the downstream 
estuary.  

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking  

Natural Water Storage 
and Treatment Areas  

Unregulated water storage that keeps water on 
the landscape longer before it moves through the 
tributary system to the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing  

Floodplain Restoration 
Area  

Restores the habitat adjacent to the river to a 
more historical hydrology. A natural floodplain 
decreases flooding probabilities, restores habitat, 
and keeps water on the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.   

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking  

Muck Remediation  Removal of St. Lucie Estuary muck sediments to 
bring about an improvement in water quality, as 
well as improvements in habitat quality. Disposal 
site will be near planned removal sites.  

Fishing, boating  

Artificial Oyster 
Habitat  

Creating additional oyster habitat area of six 
sites within the middle estuary. Each site will be 
15 acres in area.  

Fishing, boating.  
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

November 19, 2024 

Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Talbert Cypress  
Chairman, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians  
P.O. Box 440021, Tamiami Station  
Miami, Florida 33144  
 
Dear Chairman Cypress:  
 
 
     I would like to formally invite you and/or your representative to participate in the 
Validation Study for the Indian River Lagoon South (IRL-S) Recreation Features and to 
formally initiate Government-to-Government consultation between your Nation and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps). The Corps is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the IRL-S Recreation 
Features, which a part of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The 
project was authorized in Section 1001(14) of the Water Resources Development Act of 
2007, Public Law 110-114, and Section 8401(6)2 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263. The purpose of the IRL-S is to provide benefits to the 
St. Lucie River and Tributary system and this action will provide recreation features at 
project components. 
 
     Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP 
projects for the full IRL-S project will be developed. Recreation features will be 
considered only within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project 
under design and construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired 
within the authorized IRL-S project footprint (Figure 1). Table 1 (enclosed) describes the 
components of the IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities. Recreation 
features to be considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 

• Parking 

• Public Restrooms 

• Access roads 

• Boat ramps 

• Bike/walking path markings and signage 

• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 
purposes of the project 
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     At this time, we would like to invite interested Tribal representatives to join us 
virtually on December 09, 2024, from 1:00PM to 2:00PM as we provide an overview of 
the proposed project. We will also host and record a virtual Public Scoping Meeting on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00PM to 3:00PM and again from 5:30PM to 6:30PM that 
will cover the same information as this Tribal meeting. These meetings will provide 
details of the proposed project and allow us to answer clarifying questions. If you are 
unable to attend any of these opportunities, please let us know and we will provide you 
with a recording of the public meeting. A member of my staff will send a calendar 
invitation for both the public and Tribal meetings to key members of your staff for 
attendance consideration.  
 
Virtual Meeting Information: 

• December 09 Tribal Meeting at 1:00PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m81c1b494b35819dee4bca9a95
ee6ef80 

• December 12 Public Meeting at 2:00PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a
6e98d8f 

• December 12 Public Meeting at 5:30PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac30869
34503e 

  
     At this time, we would like to invite you to participate in the consultation process for 
the IRL-S Project Recreation Features. We also invite you to provide comments and to 
identify any issues or concerns as part of the NEPA documentation that will be prepared 
by the Corps. Please share this notice with any interested part. If you elect to participate 
in the IRL-S Project Recreation Features process, please identify the appropriate Tribal 
members and/or staff who will serve as representatives during this effort.  
 
     Mrs. Jennifer John, Planning Technical Lead, will be the point of contact for this 
effort. Your staff may direct any questions to Mrs. John at 
Jennifer.h.john@usace.army.mil, or by phone at 904-232-1133. Please provide 
responses to this letter within 30-days of receipt to Mrs. John via email at IRL-
S_recreation@usace.army.mil or to the address listed in the letterhead above. We look 
forward to consulting with you on this proposed action. If you have any questions,  
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please contact me, or you or your staff may contact Ms. Cindy Thomas, District Tribal 
Liaison, at Cynthia.g.thomas@usace.army.mil or by phone at 918-581-4200.  

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

BRANDON L. BOWMAN 
Colonel, EN 
Commanding  
 
 

CC:  
Ms. Marla Poole, Executive Assistant, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,  
   MarlaP@miccosukeetribe.com  
Ms. Beverly Tiger, Executive Assistant, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,   
   BeverlyT@miccosukeetribe.com  
Mr. Kevin Cunniff, Chief of Sustainability, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,   
   KevinC@miccosukee.com  
Ms. Amy Castaneda, Water Resources Director, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,   
   AmyC@miccosukee.com  
Mr. Jason Daniels, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,  
   JasonD@miccosukeetribe.com  
Mr. Marcel Bozas, Acting Fish and Wildlife Director, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,   
   MarceloB@miccosukeetribe.com  
Mr. Edward Ornstein, Deputy General Counsel, EdwardO@miccosukeetribe.com  
Ms. Jennifer Materi, General Counsel, Miccosukee Tribe of Indians,  
   JenniferM@miccosuketribe.com  
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Enclosure 
 

 
Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

  
Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities. 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs  Areas that store and treat water and release 
water later when flows will have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning for the downstream 
estuary.  

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking  

Natural Water Storage 
and Treatment Areas  

Unregulated water storage that keeps water on 
the landscape longer before it moves through the 
tributary system to the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing  

Floodplain Restoration 
Area  

Restores the habitat adjacent to the river to a 
more historical hydrology. A natural floodplain 
decreases flooding probabilities, restores habitat, 
and keeps water on the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.   

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking  

Muck Remediation  Removal of St. Lucie Estuary muck sediments to 
bring about an improvement in water quality, as 
well as improvements in habitat quality. Disposal 
site will be near planned removal sites.  

Fishing, boating  

Artificial Oyster 
Habitat  

Creating additional oyster habitat area of six 
sites within the middle estuary. Each site will be 
15 acres in area.  

Fishing, boating.  

 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

November 19, 2024 

Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Marcellus Osceola, Jr. 
Chairman, Seminole Tribe of Florida 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 
 
Dear Chairman Osceola:  
 
 
     I would like to formally invite you and/or your representative to participate in the 
Validation Study for the Indian River Lagoon South (IRL-S) Recreation Features and to 
formally initiate Government-to-Government consultation between your Nation and the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps). The Corps is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the IRL-S Recreation 
Features, which a part of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The 
project was authorized in Section 1001(14) of the Water Resources Development Act of 
2007, Public Law 110-114, and Section 8401(6)2 of the Water Resources Development 
Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263. The purpose of the IRL-S is to provide benefits to the 
St. Lucie River and Tributary system and this action will provide recreation features at 
project components.  
 
     Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP 
projects for the full IRL-S project will be developed. Recreation features will be 
considered only within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project 
under design and construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired 
within the authorized IRL-S project footprint (Figure 1). Table 1 (enclosed) describes the 
components of the IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities. Recreation 
features to be considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 

• Parking 

• Public Restrooms 

• Access roads 

• Boat ramps 

• Bike/walking path markings and signage. 

• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 
purposes of the project. 
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     At this time, we would like to invite interested Tribal representatives to join us 
virtually on December 09, 2024, from 1:00PM to 2:00PM as we provide an overview of 
the proposed project. We will also host and record a virtual Public Scoping Meeting on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00PM to 3:00PM and again from 5:30PM to 6:30PM that 
will cover the same information as this Tribal meeting. These meetings will provide 
details of the proposed project and allow us to answer clarifying questions. If you are 
unable to attend any of these opportunities, please let us know and we will provide you 
with a recording of the public meeting. A member of my staff will send a calendar 
invitation for both the public and Tribal meetings to key members of your staff for 
attendance consideration.  
 
Virtual Meeting Information: 

• December 09 Tribal Meeting at 1:00PM: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m81c1b494b35819dee4bca9a95
ee6ef80 

• December 12 at 2:00PM Public Meeting: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a
6e98d8f 

• December 12 at 5:30PM Public Meeting: 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac30869
34503e 

  
     At this time, we would like to invite you to participate in the consultation process for 
the IRL-S Project Recreation Features. We also invite you to provide comments and to 
identify any issues or concerns as part of the NEPA documentation that will be prepared 
by the Corps. Please share this notice with any interested part. If you elect to participate 
in the IRL-S Project Recreation Features process, please identify the appropriate Tribal 
members and/or staff who will serve as representatives during this effort.  
 
     Mrs. Jennifer John, Planning Technical Lead, will be the point of contact for this 
effort. Your staff may direct any questions to Mrs. John at 
Jennifer.h.john@usace.army.mil, or by phone at 904-232-1133. Please provide 
responses to this letter within 30-days of receipt to Mrs. John via email at 
IRLS_Recreation@usace.army.mil or to the address listed in the letterhead above. We 
look forward to consulting with you on this proposed action. If you have any questions,  
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please contact me, or you or your staff may contact Ms. Cindy Thomas, District Tribal 
Liaison, at Cynthia.g.thomas@usace.army.mil or by phone at 918-581-4200.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

BRANDON L. BOWMAN 
Colonel, EN 
Commanding  

 
Enclosure  
 
CC:  
Ms. Karen Bishop, Executive Assistant, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   Karen.Bishop@semtribe.com 
Ms. Holly Tiger, Vice Chairman and TW Board President, Seminole Tribe of  
   Florida, HollyTiger@semtribe.com 
Mr. Blake Osceola, Special Projects Administrator, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   Blake.Osceola@semtribe.com 
Ms. Carlene Osceola, Chairman’s Assistant, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   Carlene.Osceola@semtribe.com 
Mr. Elrod Bowers, Chairman’s Executive Assistant, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   ElrodBowers@semtribe.com 
Mr. Jim Shore, Esquire, General Counsel, Seminole Tribe of Florida, 
   JimShore@semtribe.com 
Dr. Paul Backhouse, Senior Director, Seminole Tribe of Florida,  
   PaulBackhouse@semtribe.com 
Mr. Stacy Myers, Director, Seminole Tribe of Florida, StacyMyers@semtribe.com 
Ms. Tina Osceola, Executive Director and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer,     
   Seminole Tribe of Florida, TinaOsceola@semtribe.com 
Mr. Juan Cancel, Assistant Director, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Seminole Tribe  
   of Florida, JuanCancel@semtribe.com 
Ms. Maria Ocampo Pinzon, Seminole Tribe of Florida,  
   MariaOcampoPinzon@semtribe.com 
Ms. Ashley Wilson, Seminole Tribe of Florida, AshleyWilson1@semtribe.com; and     
   ExternalEnv@semtribe.com 
Ms. Danielle Simon, Tribal Historic Preservation Office, Seminole Tribe of Florida,  
   DanielleSimon@semtribe.com 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Tribal Historic Preservation Office,  
   THPOcompliance@semtribe.com 
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Enclosure 
 

 
Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

  
Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities. 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs  Areas that store and treat water and release 
water later when flows will have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning for the downstream 
estuary.  

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking  

Natural Water Storage 
and Treatment Areas  

Unregulated water storage that keeps water on 
the landscape longer before it moves through the 
tributary system to the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing  

Floodplain Restoration 
Area  

Restores the habitat adjacent to the river to a 
more historical hydrology. A natural floodplain 
decreases flooding probabilities, restores habitat, 
and keeps water on the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.   

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking  

Muck Remediation  Removal of St. Lucie Estuary muck sediments to 
bring about an improvement in water quality, as 
well as improvements in habitat quality. Disposal 
site will be near planned removal sites.  

Fishing, boating  

Artificial Oyster 
Habitat  

Creating additional oyster habitat area of six 
sites within the middle estuary. Each site will be 
15 acres in area.  

Fishing, boating.  

 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BLVD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

 April 17, 2026 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
Reid Nelson 
Director Office of Federal Agency Programs 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 
401 F. Street NW, Suite 308 
Washington, District of Columbia 20001-26 
 
Re: Determination of Effects for the Indian River Lagoon-South (IRL-S) Recreation 
Features, Martin and St. Lucie Counties, Florida 
 
Dear Mr. Nelson: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is studying the 
environmental effects of constructing additional recreation features for the IRL-S 
authorized project components including the C-23/C-24 STA, C-23/C-24 North 
Reservoir, C-23/C-24 South Reservoir, C-25 Reservoir and C-25 STA, and Natural 
Areas (Enclosure A).  The IRL-S project has been coordinated with the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and On May 26, 2021, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Florida State Historic Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation executed the cultural resources programmatic agreement (PA) for 
the IRL-S Project. 
 
     The new proposed recreational features to be incorporated in the IRL-S project 
include kiosks, parking lots, shelters, bathrooms, bridges, boardwalks, observation 
towers, and trails contained within the C-23/24 North Reservoir, the C-23/24 Stormwater 
Treatment Area (STA), the C-23/24 South Reservoir, the C-25 Reservoir and STA, and 
the Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and Palmar natural storage and water 
quality areas associated with the IRL-S Project.  The areas of potential effects (APE) for 
these discontinuous locations are shown in Enclosure A. 
 
     Pursuant to Stipulation I.C.2. of the PA, the Corps has determined that the recreation 
features proposed within the IRL-S C-23/24 North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 
STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA pose no effect to historic properties as the APEs 
are located in previously surveyed areas containing no historic properties.  The Florida 
SHPO reviewed and concurred with these survey reports through consultation letters 
(DHR Project File No: 2022-1046, DHR Project File No: 2018-0910, DHR Project File 
No: 20207262-D, and DHR Project File No.: 2022-3893-B). 
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     None of the recreational features in Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and the 
Palmar natural storage and water quality areas have been subject to cultural resources 
assessment surveys; therefore, the Corps will follow identification and evaluation 
procedures detailed in Stipulation I.A-D of the IRL-S PA regarding the treatment of 
historic properties.  The survey methodologies and schedules will be coordinated with 
your office and timeframes and review procedures will follow Stipulation III of the PA. 
 
     The Corps requests your comment on adherence to the IRL-S PA and future cultural 
resources surveys for features identified in the IRL-S Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North 
Fork, and the Palmar natural storage and water quality areas.  The Corps kindly 
requests your concurrence with our determinations of no effect within the IRL-S C-23/24 
North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA within 
30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please address any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Marc Tiemann by email at Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (904) 
232-1557. 
 
                                                                     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Meredith A. Moreno, M.A., RPA 
                                                                     Cultural Resources Chief 
                                                                     Deputy, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
  

mailto:Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil
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Enclosure A 
IRL-S Recreational Features 

 



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-23/24 North Reservoir Site

Footprint Area: 
39,500 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-23/24 South Reservoir Site

Footprint Area
56,000 square ft



Kiosk

Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-23/24 STA Site

Footprint Area
43,000 square ft

Footprint Area
540 square ft

Footprint Area
540 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-25 Reservoir and  STA Site

Footprint Area
540 square ft

Footprint Area
540 square ft Footprint Area

95,000 square ft

Footprint Area
191,000 square ft



Proposed Recreation 
Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - Allapattah Site
Map 1

Footprint Area
800 square ft
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Footprint Area
10,000 square ft

Footprint Area
221,000 square ft
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Map 3



Proposed 
Recreation 

Features
Footprint 
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Footprint 

 IRL-S – Cypress Creek Site
Map 2

Footprint Area
540 square ft

Private Property



Proposed Recreation Features Footprint 
 IRL-S – Palmar Complex Site

Footprint Area
558,000 square ft

Footprint Area
10,000 square ft

Footprint Area
800 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S – North Fork Site

Footprint Area
800 square ft

Footprint Area
10,300 square ft



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BLVD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

 April 17, 2026 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
Jason Daniel, Ph.D. 
Tribal Historic Preservation Office 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians 
P.O. Box 440021 
Tamiami Station 
Miami, Florida 33144 
 
Re: Determination of Effects for the Indian River Lagoon-South (IRL-S) Recreation 
Features, Martin and St. Lucie Counties, Florida 
 
Dear Dr. Daniel: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is studying the 
environmental effects of constructing additional recreation features for the IRL-S 
authorized project components including the C-23/C-24 STA, C-23/C-24 North 
Reservoir, C-23/C-24 South Reservoir, C-25 Reservoir and C-25 STA, and Natural 
Areas (Enclosure A).  The IRL-S project has been coordinated with the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and On May 26, 2021, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Florida State Historic Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation executed the cultural resources programmatic agreement (PA) for 
the IRL-S Project. 
 
     The new proposed recreational features to be incorporated in the IRL-S project 
include kiosks, parking lots, shelters, bathrooms, bridges, boardwalks, observation 
towers, and trails contained within the C-23/24 North Reservoir, the C-23/24 Stormwater 
Treatment Area (STA), the C-23/24 South Reservoir, the C-25 Reservoir and STA, and 
the Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and Palmar natural storage and water 
quality areas associated with the IRL-S Project.  The areas of potential effects (APE) for 
these discontinuous locations are shown in Enclosure A. 
 
     Pursuant to Stipulation I.C.2. of the PA, the Corps has determined that the recreation 
features proposed within the IRL-S C-23/24 North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 
STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA pose no effect to historic properties as the APEs 
are located in previously surveyed areas containing no historic properties.  The Florida 
SHPO reviewed and concurred with these survey reports through consultation letters 
(DHR Project File No: 2022-1046, DHR Project File No: 2018-0910, DHR Project File 
No: 20207262-D, and DHR Project File No.: 2022-3893-B). 
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     None of the recreational features in Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and the 
Palmar natural storage and water quality areas have been subject to cultural resources 
assessment surveys; therefore, the Corps will follow identification and evaluation 
procedures detailed in Stipulation I.A-D of the IRL-S PA regarding the treatment of 
historic properties.  The survey methodologies and schedules will be coordinated with 
your office and timeframes and review procedures will follow Stipulation III of the PA. 
 
     The Corps requests your comment on adherence to the IRL-S PA and future cultural 
resources surveys for features identified in the IRL-S Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North 
Fork, and the Palmar natural storage and water quality areas.  The Corps kindly 
requests your concurrence with our determinations of no effect within the IRL-S C-23/24 
North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA within 
30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please address any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Marc Tiemann by email at Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (904) 
232-1557. 
 
                                                                     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Meredith A. Moreno, M.A., RPA 
                                                                     Cultural Resources Chief 
                                                                     Deputy, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
  

mailto:Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil
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Enclosure A 
IRL-S Recreational Features 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BLVD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

 April 17, 2026 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Savannah Waters 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The Muscogee (Creek) Nation 
P.O. Box 580 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma 74447 
(918) 732-7852 
 
Re: Determination of Effects for the Indian River Lagoon-South (IRL-S) Recreation 
Features, Martin and St. Lucie Counties, Florida 
 
Dear Dr. Waters: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is studying the 
environmental effects of constructing additional recreation features for the IRL-S 
authorized project components including the C-23/C-24 STA, C-23/C-24 North 
Reservoir, C-23/C-24 South Reservoir, C-25 Reservoir and C-25 STA, and Natural 
Areas (Enclosure A).  The IRL-S project has been coordinated with the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and On May 26, 2021, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Florida State Historic Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation executed the cultural resources programmatic agreement (PA) for 
the IRL-S Project. 
 
     The new proposed recreational features to be incorporated in the IRL-S project 
include kiosks, parking lots, shelters, bathrooms, bridges, boardwalks, observation 
towers, and trails contained within the C-23/24 North Reservoir, the C-23/24 Stormwater 
Treatment Area (STA), the C-23/24 South Reservoir, the C-25 Reservoir and STA, and 
the Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and Palmar natural storage and water 
quality areas associated with the IRL-S Project.  The areas of potential effects (APE) for 
these discontinuous locations are shown in Enclosure A. 
 
     Pursuant to Stipulation I.C.2. of the PA, the Corps has determined that the recreation 
features proposed within the IRL-S C-23/24 North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 
STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA pose no effect to historic properties as the APEs 
are located in previously surveyed areas containing no historic properties.  The Florida 
SHPO reviewed and concurred with these survey reports through consultation letters 
(DHR Project File No: 2022-1046, DHR Project File No: 2018-0910, DHR Project File 
No: 20207262-D, and DHR Project File No.: 2022-3893-B). 
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     None of the recreational features in Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and the 
Palmar natural storage and water quality areas have been subject to cultural resources 
assessment surveys; therefore, the Corps will follow identification and evaluation 
procedures detailed in Stipulation I.A-D of the IRL-S PA regarding the treatment of 
historic properties.  The survey methodologies and schedules will be coordinated with 
your office and timeframes and review procedures will follow Stipulation III of the PA. 
 
     The Corps requests your comment on adherence to the IRL-S PA and future cultural 
resources surveys for features identified in the IRL-S Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North 
Fork, and the Palmar natural storage and water quality areas.  The Corps kindly 
requests your concurrence with our determinations of no effect within the IRL-S C-23/24 
North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA within 
30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please address any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Marc Tiemann by email at Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (904) 
232-1557. 
 
                                                                     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Meredith A. Moreno, M.A., RPA 
                                                                     Cultural Resources Chief 
                                                                     Deputy, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
  

mailto:Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil
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Enclosure A 
IRL-S Recreational Features 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BLVD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

 April 17, 2026 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
Alissa Slade Lotane 
Director 
Division of Historical Resources 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 
 
Re: Determination of Effects for the Indian River Lagoon-South (IRL-S) Recreation 
Features, Martin and St. Lucie Counties, Florida 
 
Dear Ms. Lotane: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is studying the 
environmental effects of constructing additional recreation features for the IRL-S 
authorized project components including the C-23/C-24 STA, C-23/C-24 North 
Reservoir, C-23/C-24 South Reservoir, C-25 Reservoir and C-25 STA, and Natural 
Areas (Enclosure A).  The IRL-S project has been coordinated with the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and On May 26, 2021, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Florida State Historic Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation executed the cultural resources programmatic agreement (PA) for 
the IRL-S Project. 
 
     The new proposed recreational features to be incorporated in the IRL-S project 
include kiosks, parking lots, shelters, bathrooms, bridges, boardwalks, observation 
towers, and trails contained within the C-23/24 North Reservoir, the C-23/24 Stormwater 
Treatment Area (STA), the C-23/24 South Reservoir, the C-25 Reservoir and STA, and 
the Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and Palmar natural storage and water 
quality areas associated with the IRL-S Project.  The areas of potential effects (APE) for 
these discontinuous locations are shown in Enclosure A. 
 
     Pursuant to Stipulation I.C.2. of the PA, the Corps has determined that the recreation 
features proposed within the IRL-S C-23/24 North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 
STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA pose no effect to historic properties as the APEs 
are located in previously surveyed areas containing no historic properties.  The Florida 
SHPO reviewed and concurred with these survey reports through consultation letters 
(DHR Project File No: 2022-1046, DHR Project File No: 2018-0910, DHR Project File 
No: 20207262-D, and DHR Project File No.: 2022-3893-B). 
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     None of the recreational features in Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and the 
Palmar natural storage and water quality areas have been subject to cultural resources 
assessment surveys; therefore, the Corps will follow identification and evaluation 
procedures detailed in Stipulation I.A-D of the IRL-S PA regarding the treatment of 
historic properties.  The survey methodologies and schedules will be coordinated with 
your office and timeframes and review procedures will follow Stipulation III of the PA. 
 
     The Corps requests your comment on adherence to the IRL-S PA and future cultural 
resources surveys for features identified in the IRL-S Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North 
Fork, and the Palmar natural storage and water quality areas.  The Corps kindly 
requests your concurrence with our determinations of no effect within the IRL-S C-23/24 
North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA within 
30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please address any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Marc Tiemann by email at Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (904) 
232-1557. 
 
                                                                     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Meredith A. Moreno, M.A., RPA 
                                                                     Cultural Resources Chief 
                                                                     Deputy, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
  

mailto:Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil
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Enclosure A 
IRL-S Recreational Features 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BLVD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

 April 17, 2026 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
The Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
PO Box 1498 
Wewoka, Oklahoma 74884 
 
Re: Determination of Effects for the Indian River Lagoon-South (IRL-S) Recreation 
Features, Martin and St. Lucie Counties, Florida 
 
To whom it may concern: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is studying the 
environmental effects of constructing additional recreation features for the IRL-S 
authorized project components including the C-23/C-24 STA, C-23/C-24 North 
Reservoir, C-23/C-24 South Reservoir, C-25 Reservoir and C-25 STA, and Natural 
Areas (Enclosure A).  The IRL-S project has been coordinated with the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and On May 26, 2021, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Florida State Historic Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation executed the cultural resources programmatic agreement (PA) for 
the IRL-S Project. 
 
     The new proposed recreational features to be incorporated in the IRL-S project 
include kiosks, parking lots, shelters, bathrooms, bridges, boardwalks, observation 
towers, and trails contained within the C-23/24 North Reservoir, the C-23/24 Stormwater 
Treatment Area (STA), the C-23/24 South Reservoir, the C-25 Reservoir and STA, and 
the Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and Palmar natural storage and water 
quality areas associated with the IRL-S Project.  The areas of potential effects (APE) for 
these discontinuous locations are shown in Enclosure A. 
 
     Pursuant to Stipulation I.C.2. of the PA, the Corps has determined that the recreation 
features proposed within the IRL-S C-23/24 North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 
STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA pose no effect to historic properties as the APEs 
are located in previously surveyed areas containing no historic properties.  The Florida 
SHPO reviewed and concurred with these survey reports through consultation letters 
(DHR Project File No: 2022-1046, DHR Project File No: 2018-0910, DHR Project File 
No: 20207262-D, and DHR Project File No.: 2022-3893-B). 
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     None of the recreational features in Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and the 
Palmar natural storage and water quality areas have been subject to cultural resources 
assessment surveys; therefore, the Corps will follow identification and evaluation 
procedures detailed in Stipulation I.A-D of the IRL-S PA regarding the treatment of 
historic properties.  The survey methodologies and schedules will be coordinated with 
your office and timeframes and review procedures will follow Stipulation III of the PA. 
 
     The Corps requests your comment on adherence to the IRL-S PA and future cultural 
resources surveys for features identified in the IRL-S Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North 
Fork, and the Palmar natural storage and water quality areas.  The Corps kindly 
requests your concurrence with our determinations of no effect within the IRL-S C-23/24 
North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA within 
30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please address any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Marc Tiemann by email at Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (904) 
232-1557. 
 
                                                                     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Meredith A. Moreno, M.A., RPA 
                                                                     Cultural Resources Chief 
                                                                     Deputy, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
  

mailto:Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil
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Enclosure A 
IRL-S Recreational Features 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32207 

 April 17, 2026 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
Mr. David Frank 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (Acting) 
Thlopthlocco Tribal Town 
PO Box 188 
Okemah, Oklahoma 74859 
 
Re: Determination of Effects for the Indian River Lagoon-South (IRL-S) Recreation 
Features, Martin and St. Lucie Counties, Florida 
 
Dear Mr. Frank: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is studying the 
environmental effects of constructing additional recreation features for the IRL-S 
authorized project components including the C-23/C-24 STA, C-23/C-24 North 
Reservoir, C-23/C-24 South Reservoir, C-25 Reservoir and C-25 STA, and Natural 
Areas (Enclosure A).  The IRL-S project has been coordinated with the Florida State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and On May 26, 2021, the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Florida State Historic Preservation Office, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation executed the cultural resources programmatic agreement (PA) for 
the IRL-S Project. 
 
     The new proposed recreational features to be incorporated in the IRL-S project 
include kiosks, parking lots, shelters, bathrooms, bridges, boardwalks, observation 
towers, and trails contained within the C-23/24 North Reservoir, the C-23/24 Stormwater 
Treatment Area (STA), the C-23/24 South Reservoir, the C-25 Reservoir and STA, and 
the Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and Palmar natural storage and water 
quality areas associated with the IRL-S Project.  The areas of potential effects (APE) for 
these discontinuous locations are shown in Enclosure A. 
 
     Pursuant to Stipulation I.C.2. of the PA, the Corps has determined that the recreation 
features proposed within the IRL-S C-23/24 North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 
STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA pose no effect to historic properties as the APEs 
are located in previously surveyed areas containing no historic properties.  The Florida 
SHPO reviewed and concurred with these survey reports through consultation letters 
(DHR Project File No: 2022-1046, DHR Project File No: 2018-0910, DHR Project File 
No: 20207262-D, and DHR Project File No.: 2022-3893-B). 
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     None of the recreational features in Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North Fork, and the 
Palmar natural storage and water quality areas have been subject to cultural resources 
assessment surveys; therefore, the Corps will follow identification and evaluation 
procedures detailed in Stipulation I.A-D of the IRL-S PA regarding the treatment of 
historic properties.  The survey methodologies and schedules will be coordinated with 
your office and timeframes and review procedures will follow Stipulation III of the PA. 
 
     The Corps requests your comment on adherence to the IRL-S PA and future cultural 
resources surveys for features identified in the IRL-S Cypress Creek, Allapattah, North 
Fork, and the Palmar natural storage and water quality areas.  The Corps kindly 
requests your concurrence with our determinations of no effect within the IRL-S C-23/24 
North and South Reservoirs, the C-23/24 STA, and the C-25 Reservoir and STA within 
30 days from receipt of this letter.  Please address any questions or concerns to Mr. 
Marc Tiemann by email at Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil or by telephone at (904) 
232-1557. 
 
                                                                     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     Meredith A. Moreno, M.A., RPA 
                                                                     Cultural Resources Chief 
                                                                     Deputy, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosures 
 
  

mailto:Marc.A.Tiemann@usace.army.mil
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Enclosure A 
IRL-S Recreational Features 

 



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-23/24 North Reservoir Site

Footprint Area: 
39,500 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-23/24 South Reservoir Site

Footprint Area
56,000 square ft



Kiosk

Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-23/24 STA Site

Footprint Area
43,000 square ft

Footprint Area
540 square ft

Footprint Area
540 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - C-25 Reservoir and  STA Site

Footprint Area
540 square ft

Footprint Area
540 square ft Footprint Area

95,000 square ft

Footprint Area
191,000 square ft



Proposed Recreation 
Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - Allapattah Site
Map 1

Footprint Area
800 square ft

Footprint Area
180 square ft

Footprint Area
10,000 square ft

Footprint Area
221,000 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - Allapattah Site
Map 2



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S - Allapattah Site
Map 3



Proposed 
Recreation 

Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S – Cypress 
Creek Site

Map 1

Footprint Area
260,000 square ft

Footprint Area
9,500 square ft

Footprint Area
9,300 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S – Cypress Creek Site
Map 2

Footprint Area
540 square ft

Private Property



Proposed Recreation Features Footprint 
 IRL-S – Palmar Complex Site

Footprint Area
558,000 square ft

Footprint Area
10,000 square ft

Footprint Area
800 square ft



Proposed Recreation Features
Footprint 

 IRL-S – North Fork Site

Footprint Area
800 square ft

Footprint Area
10,300 square ft



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

Planning and Policy Division      November 26, 2024 
Environmental Branch 
 
Ms. Ntale Kajumba,  
Director Strategic Programs Office  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 4 
61 Forsyth Street, SW    
Atlanta, GA 30303 
 
Dear Ms. Kajumba, 
 
    The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the Indian River Lagoon 
South Project (IRL-S) Recreation Features. IRL-S is a part of the Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The project was authorized in Section 1001(14) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007, Public Law 110-114 and Section 
8401(6)2 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263. The 
purpose of the IRL-S is to provide benefits to the St. Lucie River and Tributary system 
and this action will provide recreation features at project components.  
 
    Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP projects 
for the full IRL-S project will be developed. Recreation features will be considered only 
within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project under design and 
construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired within the 
authorized IRL-S project (Figure 1). Table 1 (enclosed) describes the components of the 
IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities. Recreation features to be 
considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 

• Parking 

• Public Restrooms 

• Access roads 

• Boat ramps 

• Bike/walking path markings and signage. 

• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 
purposes of the project. 

 
    We invite the participation of the Environmental Protection Agency to provide 
comments and to identify any issues, concerns or ideas for potential recreation features. 
Please share this notice with any interested party. Your comments may be transmitted 
electronically to IRL-S_recreation@usace.army.mil no later than 30 days from the date 
of this letter. All comments will be summarized, addressed, and used to inform 



2 

 

development of alternatives for the IRL-S recreation features. Public scoping meeting 
will be held on December 12, 2024, from 2:00pm to 3:00pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8
f and again from 5:30pm to 6:30pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e 
. For more information on the project, please go to the following website: 
https://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Ecosystem-Restoration/Indian-
River-Lagoon-South/. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Encls                                                             Gretchen Ehlinger, PhD. 
Chief, Environmental Branch 

 
  

https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e
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Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

 

 

Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities 

 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs Areas that store and treat 
water to be released at a 
later date when flows will 
have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning 
for the downstream 
estuary. 

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking 

Natural Water Storage and Unregulated water storage Birding, wildlife viewing 
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Treatment Areas that simply keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
it moves through the 
tributary system to the 
estuary. 

Floodplain Restoration Area Restores the habitat 
adjacent to the river to  a 
more historical hydrology. 
Having a natural floodplain 
decrease flooding 
probabilities, restores 
habitat and keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking 

Muck Remediation Removal of St. Lucie Estuary 
muck sediments to bring 
about an immediate, and 
potentially dramatic, 
improvement in water 
quality, as well as 
improvements in habitat 
quality. Disposal site will be 
near planned removal sites 

Fishing, boating 

Artificial Oyster Habitat Creating additional oyster 
habitat area of six sites 
within the middle estuary.  
Each site will be 15 acres in 
area 

Fishing, boating. 

 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

Planning and Policy Division      November 26, 2024 
Environmental Branch 
 
Mr. Chris Stahl,  
Coordinator Florida State Clearinghouse 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
2600 Blair Stone Road, M.S. 47 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 
 
Dear Mr. Stahl, 
 
    The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the Indian River Lagoon 
South Project (IRL-S) Recreation Features. IRL-S is a part of the Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The project was authorized in Section 1001(14) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007, Public Law 110-114 and Section 
8401(6)2 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263. The 
purpose of the IRL-S is to provide benefits to the St. Lucie River and Tributary system 
and this action will provide recreation features at project components.  
 
    Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP projects 
for the full IRL-S project will be developed. Recreation features will be considered only 
within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project under design and 
construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired within the 
authorized IRL-S project (Figure 1). Table 1 (enclosed) describes the components of the 
IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities. Recreation features to be 
considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 

• Parking 

• Public Restrooms 

• Access roads 

• Boat ramps 

• Bike/walking path markings and signage. 

• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 
purposes of the project. 

 
    We invite the participation of the State of Florida agencies to provide comments and 
to identify any issues, concerns or ideas for potential recreation features. Please share 
this notice with any interested party. Your comments may be transmitted electronically 
to IRL-S_recreation@usace.army.mil no later than 30 days from the date of this letter. 
All comments will be summarized, addressed, and used to inform development of 



2 

 

alternatives for the IRL-S recreation features. Public scoping meeting will be held on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00pm to 3:00pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8
f and again from 5:30pm to 6:30pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e 
. For more information on the project, please go to the following website: 
https://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Ecosystem-Restoration/Indian-
River-Lagoon-South/. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Encls                                                             Gretchen Ehlinger, PhD. 
Chief, Environmental Branch 

 
  

https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e
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Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

 

 

Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities 

 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs Areas that store and treat 
water to be released at a 
later date when flows will 
have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning 
for the downstream 
estuary. 

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking 

Natural Water Storage and Unregulated water storage Birding, wildlife viewing 
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Treatment Areas that simply keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
it moves through the 
tributary system to the 
estuary. 

Floodplain Restoration Area Restores the habitat 
adjacent to the river to  a 
more historical hydrology. 
Having a natural floodplain 
decrease flooding 
probabilities, restores 
habitat and keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking 

Muck Remediation Removal of St. Lucie Estuary 
muck sediments to bring 
about an immediate, and 
potentially dramatic, 
improvement in water 
quality, as well as 
improvements in habitat 
quality. Disposal site will be 
near planned removal sites 

Fishing, boating 

Artificial Oyster Habitat Creating additional oyster 
habitat area of six sites 
within the middle estuary.  
Each site will be 15 acres in 
area 

Fishing, boating. 

 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

Planning and Policy Division      November 26, 2024 
Environmental Branch 
 
Larry Williams,  
State Supervisor U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
1339 20th Street  
Vero Beach, FL 32960-3559 
 
 
Dear Mr. Williams, 
 
    The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the Indian River Lagoon 
South Project (IRL-S) Recreation Features. IRL-S is a part of the Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The project was authorized in Section 1001(14) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007, Public Law 110-114 and Section 
8401(6)2 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263. The 
purpose of the IRL-S is to provide benefits to the St. Lucie River and Tributary system 
and this action will provide recreation features at project components.  
 
    Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP projects 
for the full IRL-S project will be developed. Recreation features will be considered only 
within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project under design and 
construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired within the 
authorized IRL-S project (Figure 1). Table 1 (enclosed) describes the components of the 
IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities. Recreation features to be 
considered may include the following: 
 

• Shelters 

• Parking 

• Public Restrooms 

• Access roads 

• Boat ramps 

• Bike/walking path markings and signage. 

• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized 
purposes of the project. 

 
    We invite the participation of U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to provide comments and 
to identify any issues, concerns or ideas for potential recreation features. Please share 
this notice with any interested party. Your comments may be transmitted electronically 
to IRL-S_recreation@usace.army.mil no later than 30 days from the date of this letter. 
All comments will be summarized, addressed, and used to inform development of 



2 

 

alternatives for the IRL-S recreation features. Public scoping meeting will be held on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00pm to 3:00pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8
f and again from 5:30pm to 6:30pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e 
. For more information on the project, please go to the following website: 
https://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Ecosystem-Restoration/Indian-
River-Lagoon-South/. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Encls                                                             Gretchen Ehlinger, PhD. 
Chief, Environmental Branch 

 
  

https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e
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Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

 

 

Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities 

 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs Areas that store and treat 
water to be released at a 
later date when flows will 
have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning 
for the downstream 
estuary. 

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking 

Natural Water Storage and Unregulated water storage Birding, wildlife viewing 
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Treatment Areas that simply keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
it moves through the 
tributary system to the 
estuary. 

Floodplain Restoration Area Restores the habitat 
adjacent to the river to  a 
more historical hydrology. 
Having a natural floodplain 
decrease flooding 
probabilities, restores 
habitat and keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking 

Muck Remediation Removal of St. Lucie Estuary 
muck sediments to bring 
about an immediate, and 
potentially dramatic, 
improvement in water 
quality, as well as 
improvements in habitat 
quality. Disposal site will be 
near planned removal sites 

Fishing, boating 

Artificial Oyster Habitat Creating additional oyster 
habitat area of six sites 
within the middle estuary.  
Each site will be 15 acres in 
area 

Fishing, boating. 

 
 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207-8137 

Planning and Policy Division November 26, 2024 
Environmental Branch 

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

    The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is preparing a 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) assessment for the Indian River Lagoon 
South Project (IRL-S) Recreation Features. IRL-S is a part of the Comprehensive 
Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). The project was authorized in Section 1001(14) 
of the Water Resources Development Act of 2007, Public Law 110-114 and Section 
8401(6)2 of the Water Resources Development Act of 2022, Public Law 117-3263. The 
purpose of the IRL-S is to provide benefits to the St. Lucie River and Tributary system 
and this action will provide recreation features at project components.  

    Alternatives for recreation features for public use consistent with other CERP projects 
for the full IRL-S project will be developed. Recreation features will be considered only 
within the current real estate already procured for the IRL-S Project under design and 
construction and future natural water storage areas still to be acquired within the 
authorized IRL-S project (Figure 1). Table 1 (enclosed) describes the components of the 
IRL-S Project and possible recreation opportunities. Recreation features to be 
considered may include the following: 

• Shelters

• Parking

• Public Restrooms

• Access roads

• Boat ramps

• Bike/walking path markings and signage.

• Other recreation features proposed by stakeholders that are within the authorized
purposes of the project.

    We invite the participation of Federal and State agencies, Native American Tribes, 
local agencies, interested parties and individuals to provide comments and to identify 
any issues, concerns or ideas for potential recreation features. Please share this notice 
with any interested party. Your comments may be transmitted electronically to IRL-
S_recreation@usace.army.mil no later than 30 days from the date of this letter. All 
comments will be summarized, addressed, and used to inform development of 
alternatives for the IRL-S recreation features. Public scoping meeting will be held on 
December 12, 2024, from 2:00pm to 3:00pm virtually at 
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https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8
f and again from 5:30pm to 6:30pm virtually at 
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e 
.For more information on the project, please go to the following website: 
https://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environmental/Ecosystem-Restoration/Indian-
River-Lagoon-South/. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 

Encls                                                             Gretchen Ehlinger, PhD. 
Chief, Environmental Branch 

 
  

https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=m86b0950db3fdac3b95de99e1a6e98d8f
https://usace1.webex.com/usace1/j.php?MTID=mb77fbe4f5322a76f3d8ac3086934503e
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Figure 1. IRL-S Project Features and Components. 

 

 

Table 1. IRL-S Features with Recreational Opportunities 

 

Feature Description Potential Recreation 
Opportunities 

Reservoirs & STAs Areas that store and treat 
water to be released at a 
later date when flows will 
have more beneficial 
impacts and will be cleaning 
for the downstream 
estuary. 

fishing, boating, biking, 
walking 

Natural Water Storage and Unregulated water storage Birding, wildlife viewing 
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Treatment Areas that simply keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
it moves through the 
tributary system to the 
estuary. 

Floodplain Restoration Area Restores the habitat 
adjacent to the river to  a 
more historical hydrology. 
Having a natural floodplain 
decrease flooding 
probabilities, restores 
habitat and keeps water on 
the landscape longer before 
moving into the estuary.  

Birding, wildlife viewing, 
biking kayaking, hiking 

Muck Remediation Removal of St. Lucie Estuary 
muck sediments to bring 
about an immediate, and 
potentially dramatic, 
improvement in water 
quality, as well as 
improvements in habitat 
quality. Disposal site will be 
near planned removal sites 

Fishing, boating 

Artificial Oyster Habitat Creating additional oyster 
habitat area of six sites 
within the middle estuary.  
Each site will be 15 acres in 
area 

Fishing, boating. 
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