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From: Janet Zimmerman
To: CESAJ-GIWW-Navigation
Cc: T. Spencer Crowley
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] GIWW Manatee NEPA Scoping Comments
Date: Thursday, April 24, 2025 4:12:22 PM
Attachments: FIND GIWW Manatee NEPA Scoping Comments 2025.pdf

Dear U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
 

On behalf of the Florida Inland Navigation District (FIND), I am writing to express our strong
support for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' proposed maintenance dredging of the Gulf
Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee County, Florida. This vital waterway plays a critical role in
Florida’s economic vitality, recreational access, maritime safety, and coastal resiliency, and we
appreciate the Corps’ leadership in advancing this essential project under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

The GIWW is a federally authorized navigation project of longstanding national significance,
originally approved by Congress in the River and Harbors Act of 1945. The project provides a vital
marine transportation route from the Caloosahatchee River to the Anclote River, and its safe and
efficient operation hinges on regular maintenance to address shoaling. As sedimentation continues to
reduce channel depth and impair navigability, timely and effective dredging is imperative to meet the
project’s authorized dimensions and uphold the waterway’s economic, environmental, and
operational integrity.

As the state sponsor of the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway and a key partner to the West
Coast Inland Navigation District (WCIND), we share a common concern over the mounting deferred
maintenance in our federal navigation channels. These backlogs have hampered commerce, delayed
recreational use, and posed serious safety concerns for mariners. This is especially true in areas
such as Cuts M-4, M-5, M-12, M-13, and M-14, where shoaling has reached critical levels. The
proposed project to dredge these segments and reuse material beneficially at sites like Egmont Key
and Long Pass Inlet aligns well with the Corps’s shared goals of sustaining navigation while
enhancing ecological value.

However, we must also take this opportunity to address a recurring and increasingly
burdensome regulatory issue: the requirement to mitigate for seagrass that has opportunistically
colonized the federally maintained navigation channel. These areas, which were historically dredged
and are managed to preserve navigation, are not suitable or stable seagrass habitats in the long term.
The dynamic nature of sediment transport in these channels and the essential role of maintenance
dredging means that periodic disturbance is expected and necessary.

Seagrass within the federal channel should not be treated the same as seagrass in
undisturbed, natural environments. Mitigation requirements for maintenance dredging in these areas
impose unnecessary and significant financial costs—often exceeding $1 million for projects involving
100,000 cubic yards or more of material—and can result in long permitting delays or the cancellation
of critical projects. These outcomes run counter to the very purpose of federal navigation channels
and jeopardize the continued safe and reliable operation of our waterways.

We strongly encourage the Corps to adopt a more balanced and pragmatic approach—one
that recognizes the federally authorized and maintained status of the GIWW and avoids requiring
mitigation for seagrass within the project footprint. This is not only consistent with past practice and
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environmental common sense, but essential to maintaining the viability of our navigation system in
the face of increasing economic and environmental pressures.

We commend the Jacksonville District for initiating this NEPA process and for continuing to
engage stakeholders throughout. We urge you to move forward with the proposed maintenance
dredging in a timely manner and to exercise flexibility regarding seagrass mitigation in the federal
channel, particularly in light of the broader public interest.

Thank you for your consideration and continued commitment to Florida’s waterways. Please
do not hesitate to reach out if we can provide further information or support on this matter.
 
Respectfully,
Janet Zimmerman, Executive Director
 
Florida Inland Navigation District
600 State Road 707, Unit C
Jupiter, FL, 33469-3516
561-627-3386
www.AICW.org
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From: Stahl, Chris
To: Lebow, Kathryn E (Katie) CIV USARMY CESAJ (USA)
Cc: State_Clearinghouse
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] State Clearance Letter for FL202504150431 - NEPA Scoping for Maintenance Dredging of the

Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee County, Florida.
Date: Friday, May 16, 2025 12:28:06 PM
Attachments: FWC Comments_GIWW Manatee County O&M Scoping Period_File No. FL202504150431.pdf

May 16, 2025
 
 
Katie Lebow
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Jacksonville District
P. O. BOX 4970
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019
 
 
RE: Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers, NEPA Scoping for Maintenance
Dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee County, Florida.
SAI# FL202504150431
 
Dear Katie:
Florida State Clearinghouse staff has reviewed the proposal under the following authorities:
Presidential Executive Order 12372; § 403.061(42), Florida Statutes; the Coastal Zone Management
Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 1451-1464, as amended; and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§
4321-4347, as amended and concurs that it appropriately outlines the information that will be
developed after the feasibility study for submittal to the State.
 
The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission has provided scoping comments on any
possible impacts from the proposed project.
 
Based on the information submitted and minimal project impacts, the State of Florida has no
concerns with the proposed project at this time.
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed project. If you have any questions or need
further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact me at (850) 717-9076.
 
 
Sincerely,
 

Chris Stahl
 
Chris Stahl, Coordinator
Florida State Clearinghouse
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
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May 13, 2025 


 


Chris Stahl 


Coordinator, Florida State Clearinghouse 


Florida Department of Environmental Protection  


2600 N Blairstone Road  


Tallahassee, Florida 32399 


Chris.Stahl@floridadep.gov 


 


Subject: FWC Comments, File No. FL202504150431, GIWW Manatee County O&M 


Scoping Period, Manatee County 


 


Dear Mr. Stahl,   


 


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) staff reviewed the above-


referenced project and provides the following comments and recommendations for 


consideration in accordance with Chapter 379, Florida Statutes, and pursuant to the 


federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the federal Coastal Zone 


Management Act, and the State of Florida Coastal Management Program. 


 


Project Description 


 


The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is preparing a National Environmental Policy Act 


(NEPA) document to address maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway 


(GIWW) in Manatee County. The current congressional authorization directs the Corps to 


construct and maintain the GIWW channel to a depth of 9 feet MLLW. The proposed 


NEPA analysis will evaluate maintenance dredging Cuts M-4, M-5, M-12, M-13, and M-


14 within the GIWW channel between Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay. In addition to 


maintenance dredging, the NEPA analysis will also consider proposed placement of 


dredged material in existing sites such as the Egmont Key nearshore placement area as 


well as use of dredged materials for other potential beneficial use opportunities such as 


placement in an existing dredge hole located adjacent to the channel, near Cut M-5 and 


Long Pass Inlet to promote the re-establishment of seagrass.  


 


Comments and Questions 


 


Florida Manatees 


 


Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus latirostris) use of this area is documented by aerial 


survey, mortality, and satellite telemetry data. Protection measures should be considered 


to avoid impacts to manatees and their habitat. At a minimum, the Standard Manatee 


Conditions for In-water Work (2011) should be followed for all in-water activity. 


 


Gulf Sturgeon & Smalltooth Sawfish 


 


The proposed project is located in an area where presence of both Gulf sturgeon 


(Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi) and smalltooth sawfish (Pristis pectinata) may occur. 


Gulf sturgeon is a federally-listed threatened species pursuant to the Endangered Species 


Act (ESA), and the potential “take” of this species associated with this project may only 


be authorized by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and/or the U.S. Fish and 


Wildlife Service (USFWS). Smalltooth sawfish is a federally-listed endangered species 
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pursuant to the ESA, and the potential “take” of this species associated with this project 


may only be authorized by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 


 


Additionally, Gulf sturgeon is a state-listed threatened species pursuant to FWC rule 


68A-27, F.A.C., and a marine Prohibited Species pursuant to FWC rules 68B-8 and 68B-


15, F.A.C. Smalltooth sawfish is a state-listed endangered species pursuant to FWC rule 


68A-27, F.A.C., and a marine Prohibited Species pursuant to FWC rules 68B-8 and 68B-


44, F.A.C. 


 


The FWC defers to NMFS and USFWS, and requests that the USACE take into 


consideration any project-specific permit conditions, comments, recommendations and 


Biological Opinions regarding Gulf sturgeon and smalltooth sawfish that NMFS and 


USFWS may provide (or have provided) for federal consultation or permitting activities 


associated with this project. 


 


Marine Turtles 


 


The beaches in Manatee and Hillsborough Counties provide important nesting habitat for 


threatened loggerhead (Caretta caretta), threatened green (Chelonia mydas) and 


endangered leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) marine turtles.  


 


• In accordance with Florida Statute (F.S.) 161.041(5), no construction that could 


result in take of threatened and endangered marine turtles shall begin until the 


federal incidental take authorization is issued in accordance with the federal 


Endangered Species Act.  


 


• Beach templates that include the placement of sand in the subtidal zone should be 


designed such that no exposed sandy berm is created. Creation of a wide, shallow 


intertidal zone at or immediately adjacent to the berm should also be avoided. All 


sand should be placed below mean low water (MLW). Placement of material 


should not obstruct species movement such as that of sea turtles entering or 


exiting the beach when nesting, species moving along the shoreline, or through an 


area. 


 


Shorebirds 


 


Recent breeding sites for American Oystercatchers, Black Skimmers, and Least Terns 


have been documented on Egmont Key. Construction activity in proximity to shorebird 


nests or nesting areas can interfere with ongoing or potential breeding activity, including 


mortality of eggs, chicks, and fledglings due to disturbance from heavy equipment and 


construction. FWC staff recommend that the applicant review available resources to aid 


in developing impact avoidance measures as project planning progresses. Some available 


resources include:  


 


• The Species Conservation Measures and Permitting Guidelines for American 


Oystercatcher, Snowy Plover, Black Skimmer, and Least Tern 


(https://myfwc.com/media/29766/ibnb-guidelines.pdf) can be referenced for 


additional biological information, measures for avoiding impacts, and 


conservation practices. 
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• ShoreMapper for IBNBs (https://gis.myfwc.com/shoremapper/) provides 


distances to Recent Breeding sites, Critical Brood-rearing sites, and Critical 


Roosting sites. 


 


FWC staff appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this project and look forward to 


working with the applicant throughout the permitting process. FWC staff will provide 


recommended conditions for listed species and habitat protection to the state regulatory 


agency during the state permitting process for this project. 


 


If you have specific technical questions regarding the content of this letter, please contact 


Ashley LaVere by email at Ashley.LaVere@MyFWC.com. All other inquiries may be 


sent to ImperiledSpecies@MyFWC.com.  


 


Sincerely,  


 


 
 


Ashley LaVere  


Fish & Wildlife Biological Scientist IV  


Imperiled Species Management Section  


Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
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From: Lebow, Kathryn E (Katie) CIV USARMY CESAJ (USA)
To: Noah Silverman - NOAA Federal; Carey, Robert L; christopher_putnam@fws.gov; FW4FLESRegs@fws.gov;

kajumba.ntale@epa.gov; MarlaP@miccosukeetribe.com; BeverlyT@miccosukeetribe.com;
GeneD@miccosukeetribe.com; Chairman@semtribe.com; StacyMyers@semtribe.com;
kevincunniff@semtribe.com; officeofpr@mcn-nsn.gov; clowe@mcn-nsn.gov; rmorrow@tttown.org;
mwatson@tttown.org; Coker.a@sno-nsn.gov; chief@sno-nsn.gov; douglas.m@sno-nsn.gov; Coker.a@sno-
nsn.gov; chief@sno-nsn.gov; douglas.m@sno-nsn.gov; Roxane.Dow@dep.state.fl.us;
william.weeks@dep.state.fl.us; Justin.Lashley@FloridaDEP.gov; Zachary.Westfall@FloridaDEP.gov;
FloridaCoasts@dep.state.fl.us; state.clearinghouse@dep.state.fl.us; chris.stahl@dep.state.fl.us;
lisa.gregg@myfwc.com; Eric.Seckinger@MyFWC.com; alissa.lotane@dos.myflorida.com;
Ann.Lazar@dep.state.fl.us; FWCConservationPlanningServices@MyFWC.com; ManateeAudubon@gmail.com;
cmiller@coastaleco-group.com; southeastoffice@defenders.org; jbleich@defenders.org;
mashton@wildlifeflorida.org; mail@fcbpa.com; jackielarson@fsbpa.com; news@fwfonline.org;
meredithb@fwfonline.org; david@conserveturtles.org; florida@tnc.org; monicafolk@emarqmail.com;
center@biologicaldiversity.org; Steve.Wonderly@Florida.SierraClub.org; fran.perchick@tnc.org;
chair@volusia.surfrider.org; friends@1000fof.org; info@yeafrog.org; floridabiodiversityfoundation@gmail.com;
naturalresources@mymanatee.org; publicworks@mymanatee.org; allison.minardi@mymanatee.org

Cc: DeMarco, Paul M CIV USARMY CESAJ (USA)
Bcc: Donofrio, Kristen L CIV USARMY CESAJ (USA)
Subject: For Your Review: GIWW Manatee County O&M Scoping Period - SUSP: 15 MAY 2025
Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2025 9:46:00 AM
Attachments: 20250414_GIWWManatee_ScopingNotice_NEPA_SIGNEDFINAL.pdf

Good afternoon.
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is
beginning preparation of a National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) document to address the maneuverability and safety
concerns within the federal channel of the Gulf Intracoastal
Waterway in Manatee County, Florida. The Corps is currently
gathering information to define issues and concerns that will be
addressed in an analysis to be prepared in compliance with the
NEPA.
 
The Corps welcomes your scoping comments, views, and
information about environmental and cultural resources, project
objectives, and important features within the described project
area. The Corps will accept written comments regarding the
proposed project via email to Kathryn.E.Lebow@usace.army.mil
for 30 calendar days from today, April 15th, 2024. Please see the
attached letter for more information.
 
Please feel free to forward this email and the attached scoping
letter on to others who may be interested in the proposed project.
 
 

Katie Lebow
NEPA Biologist, Coastal Section

Environmental Branch - Planning & Policy Division, Jacksonville District 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 


701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 


 April 15, 2025 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is beginning 
preparation of a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document to address 
maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee County, 
Florida. The Corps is the Federal agency responsible for maintenance of the GIWW. 
The non-federal sponsor (NFS) for the proposed maintenance dredging is the West 
Coast Inland Navigation District (WCIND). The Corps is currently gathering information 
to define issues and concerns that will be addressed in an analysis to be prepared in 
compliance with the NEPA. 
 
     The GIWW Project from the Caloosahatchee River to the Anclote River was 
originally authorized by Chapter 19 of the River and Harbors Act of 1945 (PL 79-14) in 
accordance with House Document Number 371, 76th Congress. Congressional 
authorization directed the Corps to construct and maintain the GIWW channel to a 
depth of nine (9) feet plus two (2) feet of over depth Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW). 
The purpose of the project is to provide safe navigation within the federal channel 
through the removal of shoaling (i.e., accumulated sediments in the channel) to 
maintain the authorized depth. The NEPA analysis will evaluate maintenance dredging 
Cuts M-4, M-5, M-12, M-13, and M-14 within the GIWW channel between Tampa Bay 
and Sarasota Bay (see Figure 1). Analyses will also consider proposed placement of 
the dredged material in existing sites, such as Egmont Key nearshore placement area 
as well as other potential beneficial use of dredged material opportunities, such as 
placement in an existing dredge hole adjacent to the channel, near Cut M-5 and Long 
Pass Inlet which could promote the re-establishment of seagrass. 
 
     The Corps welcomes your comments, views, and information about environmental 
and cultural resources, and/or other important features within the described project 
area. The Corps will accept written comments regarding the proposed project for 30 -
calendar days from the date of this letter. Comments may be submitted via email to 
CESAJ-GIWW-Navigation@usace.army.mil (recommended subject line: “GIWW 
Manatee NEPA Scoping Comments”) or to the attention of “Coastal and Navigation 
NEPA Section (PD-EC)” by U.S. mail to the letterhead address. All individuals who 
respond with comments will be included in future mailings. Others may be added to the 
mailings by making a written request to the same letterhead address or email. All 
comments will be provided to the project delivery team for consideration during the 
development of the NEPA document. 
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     If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Katie Lebow at (904) 232-2030 or via 
email at Kathryn.E.Lebow@usace.army.mil. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
                                                                        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        Gretchen S. Ehlinger, Ph.D. 
                                                                        Chief, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosure 
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Figure 1. GIWW Authorized Project Area 
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Chris Stahl 

Coordinator, Florida State Clearinghouse 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection  

2600 N Blairstone Road  

Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Chris.Stahl@floridadep.gov 

 

Subject: FWC Comments, File No. FL202504150431, GIWW Manatee County O&M 

Scoping Period, Manatee County 

 

Dear Mr. Stahl,   

 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) staff reviewed the above-

referenced project and provides the following comments and recommendations for 

consideration in accordance with Chapter 379, Florida Statutes, and pursuant to the 

federal National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the federal Coastal Zone 

Management Act, and the State of Florida Coastal Management Program. 

 

Project Description 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is preparing a National Environmental Policy Act 

(NEPA) document to address maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway 

(GIWW) in Manatee County. The current congressional authorization directs the Corps to 

construct and maintain the GIWW channel to a depth of 9 feet MLLW. The proposed 

NEPA analysis will evaluate maintenance dredging Cuts M-4, M-5, M-12, M-13, and M-

14 within the GIWW channel between Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay. In addition to 

maintenance dredging, the NEPA analysis will also consider proposed placement of 

dredged material in existing sites such as the Egmont Key nearshore placement area as 

well as use of dredged materials for other potential beneficial use opportunities such as 

placement in an existing dredge hole located adjacent to the channel, near Cut M-5 and 

Long Pass Inlet to promote the re-establishment of seagrass.  

 

Comments and Questions 

 

Florida Manatees 

 

Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus latirostris) use of this area is documented by aerial 

survey, mortality, and satellite telemetry data. Protection measures should be considered 

to avoid impacts to manatees and their habitat. At a minimum, the Standard Manatee 

Conditions for In-water Work (2011) should be followed for all in-water activity. 

 

Gulf Sturgeon & Smalltooth Sawfish 

 

The proposed project is located in an area where presence of both Gulf sturgeon 

(Acipenser oxyrinchus desotoi) and smalltooth sawfish (Pristis pectinata) may occur. 

Gulf sturgeon is a federally-listed threatened species pursuant to the Endangered Species 

Act (ESA), and the potential “take” of this species associated with this project may only 

be authorized by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) and/or the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS). Smalltooth sawfish is a federally-listed endangered species 

mailto:Chris.Stahl@floridadep.gov
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pursuant to the ESA, and the potential “take” of this species associated with this project 

may only be authorized by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). 

 

Additionally, Gulf sturgeon is a state-listed threatened species pursuant to FWC rule 

68A-27, F.A.C., and a marine Prohibited Species pursuant to FWC rules 68B-8 and 68B-

15, F.A.C. Smalltooth sawfish is a state-listed endangered species pursuant to FWC rule 

68A-27, F.A.C., and a marine Prohibited Species pursuant to FWC rules 68B-8 and 68B-

44, F.A.C. 

 

The FWC defers to NMFS and USFWS, and requests that the USACE take into 

consideration any project-specific permit conditions, comments, recommendations and 

Biological Opinions regarding Gulf sturgeon and smalltooth sawfish that NMFS and 

USFWS may provide (or have provided) for federal consultation or permitting activities 

associated with this project. 

 

Marine Turtles 

 

The beaches in Manatee and Hillsborough Counties provide important nesting habitat for 

threatened loggerhead (Caretta caretta), threatened green (Chelonia mydas) and 

endangered leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea) marine turtles.  

 

• In accordance with Florida Statute (F.S.) 161.041(5), no construction that could 

result in take of threatened and endangered marine turtles shall begin until the 

federal incidental take authorization is issued in accordance with the federal 

Endangered Species Act.  

 

• Beach templates that include the placement of sand in the subtidal zone should be 

designed such that no exposed sandy berm is created. Creation of a wide, shallow 

intertidal zone at or immediately adjacent to the berm should also be avoided. All 

sand should be placed below mean low water (MLW). Placement of material 

should not obstruct species movement such as that of sea turtles entering or 

exiting the beach when nesting, species moving along the shoreline, or through an 

area. 

 

Shorebirds 

 

Recent breeding sites for American Oystercatchers, Black Skimmers, and Least Terns 

have been documented on Egmont Key. Construction activity in proximity to shorebird 

nests or nesting areas can interfere with ongoing or potential breeding activity, including 

mortality of eggs, chicks, and fledglings due to disturbance from heavy equipment and 

construction. FWC staff recommend that the applicant review available resources to aid 

in developing impact avoidance measures as project planning progresses. Some available 

resources include:  

 

• The Species Conservation Measures and Permitting Guidelines for American 

Oystercatcher, Snowy Plover, Black Skimmer, and Least Tern 

(https://myfwc.com/media/29766/ibnb-guidelines.pdf) can be referenced for 

additional biological information, measures for avoiding impacts, and 

conservation practices. 

https://myfwc.com/media/29766/ibnb-guidelines.pdf
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• ShoreMapper for IBNBs (https://gis.myfwc.com/shoremapper/) provides 

distances to Recent Breeding sites, Critical Brood-rearing sites, and Critical 

Roosting sites. 

 

FWC staff appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this project and look forward to 

working with the applicant throughout the permitting process. FWC staff will provide 

recommended conditions for listed species and habitat protection to the state regulatory 

agency during the state permitting process for this project. 

 

If you have specific technical questions regarding the content of this letter, please contact 

Ashley LaVere by email at Ashley.LaVere@MyFWC.com. All other inquiries may be 

sent to ImperiledSpecies@MyFWC.com.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Ashley LaVere  

Fish & Wildlife Biological Scientist IV  

Imperiled Species Management Section  

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 
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United States Army Corps of Engineers                                                                                             April 4, 2024 

701 San Marco Blvd 

Jacksonville, FL 32207 

 

RE: DHR Project File No.: 2023-6368                                                  Received by DHR: November 6, 2023 

Gulf Intracoastal Waterway Longboat Pass Placement, Manatee County, Florida Submerged Cultural 

Resources Survey and Archaeological Diver Investigations 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Our office reviewed the referenced project in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and its implementing regulations in 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of 

Historic Properties, as well as Chapters 267.061 and 373.414, Florida Statutes, and implementing state 

regulations and the State 404 Program Operating Agreement for possible effects on historic properties listed, or 

eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. The project was completed in fulfillment of 

requirements for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) No. W912EP-20-A-0017. 
 

In June 2023, Panamerican Consultants, Inc. (PCI) conducted the above referenced submerged cultural 

resource assessment survey (SCRAS) in efforts to support the disposal of “material removed during routine 

maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) at the Longboat Pass Nearshore Placement 

Area while simultaneously locating and safeguarding any submerged cultural resources that may be affected by 

the project. The SCRAS consisted of a maritime remote-sensing survey of the submerged APE. This included 

magnetometer, side-scan sonar, and sub-bottom profiler data collection and analysis as is required by DHR. As 

a result of this survey, PCI states that “maritime archaeologists identified three magnetic and/or sonar targets 

deemed potentially significant. These targets are recommended for avoidance or further investigation. 

Regarding the subbottom profiler analysis, three (n=3) subbottom profiler features (an ancient, submerged 

landscape [ASL] with a relic channel, a mound-like feature, and an additional relic channel) representing relict 

landforms were identified, all buried below bottom sediments. These features will not be affected by project 

activities. In addition to the remote sensing aspect of the investigation, diving was conducted on four (n=4) 

previously identified remote-sensing anomalies within the GIWW. Diver investigations determined none of the 

four targets represent potentially significant cultural resources.” Based on the survey results, it is the opinion of 

PCI that Targets 1-3 should be avoided with a radius of 200 feet, while Cluster M3 and Targets M132, M139, 

and M150 require no avoidance. Conditional upon the observance of these avoidance buffers, the proposed 

project should not affect any known historic properties. 

 

Based on the information provided, our office concurs with the presented survey results and recommendations 

and finds that, conditional upon the avoidance of the targets designated by PCI, the proposed project will likely 

have no effect on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, in the NRHP, or otherwise of historical, 

archaeological, or architectural value within the surveyed APE. If avoidance is not possible, further 

consultation with this office will be necessary. Further, we find the submitted report complete and sufficient in 

accordance with Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code. 
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If you have any questions, please contact Ethan Putman, Historic Preservationist, by email at 

Ethan.Putman@dos.myflorida.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Alissa Slade Lotane 

Director, Division of Historical Resources 

& State Historic Preservation Officer 

mailto:Ethan.Putman@dos.myflorida.com


From: Dubose, Michael L.
To: Chovanec, Zuzana CIV USARMY CESAJ (USA)
Subject: [Non-DoD Source] Re: USACE GIWW Manatee County Dredgehole and Survey
Date: Thursday, January 8, 2026 11:03:03 AM

Good Morning,

Florida SHPO concurs hat the placement of dredged material in the dredge hole located
north of Longboat Pass will have no effect to historic properties. Additionally, we look
forward to reviewing the surveys for the two placement areas located west of Egmont Key.
Please let me know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Michael DuBose
Historic Preservationist
Compliance and Review 
Bureau of Historic Preservation
Division of Historical Resources
Florida Department of State 
Office: 850.245.6342
Michael.DuBose@dos.fl.gov
R.A. Gray Building
500 South Bronough Street Tallahassee, Florida 32399

From: Chovanec, Zuzana CIV USARMY CESAJ (USA) <Zuzana.Chovanec@usace.army.mil>
Sent: Friday, December 5, 2025 12:34
To: Chase, Kelly L. <Kelly.Chase@dos.fl.gov>; Lotane, Alissa Slade <Alissa.Lotane@dos.fl.gov>
Cc: Putman, Ethan D. <Ethan.Putman@dos.fl.gov>; CompliancePermits
<CompliancePermits@dos.fl.gov>
Subject: USACE GIWW Manatee County Dredgehole and Survey
 

EMAIL RECEIVED FROM EXTERNAL
SOURCE

The attachments/links in this message have been scanned by Proofpoint.

Dear Ms. Lotane,
 
Please see the attached letter in regard to the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway O&M dredging and
placement activities in Manatee County. Contact me with any questions.
 
Kind regards,
 

mailto:Michael.Dubose@dos.fl.gov
mailto:Zuzana.Chovanec@usace.army.mil
mailto:Michael.DuBose@dos.fl.gov


Zuzana Chovanec, Ph.D.
Archaeologist
Planning and Policy Division
Jacksonville District, US Army Corps of Engineers
701 San Marco Blvd
Jacksonville FL 32207
 
zuzana.chovanec@usace.army.mil
904-232-2176
 

mailto:zuzana.chovanec@usace.army.mil










































WILLIAM BROWN
Digitally signed by WILLIAM 
BROWN
Date: 2021.03.23 12:35:36 -04'00'



PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT REGARDING THE REGARDING COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 106 OF THE 
NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT DURING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS 
OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT OPERATIONS, NAVIGATION, AND SHORE PROTECTION PROGRAMS

22 

SIGNATORY PARTIES TO THE PROGRAMMATIC AGREEMENT REGARDING 
COMPLIANCE WITH SECTION 106 OF THE NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 
DURING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS,
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT OPERATIONS, NAVIGATION, AND SHORE PROTECTION 
PROGRAMS

ADVISORY COUNCIL ON HISTORIC PRESERVATION

BY: DATE: 4/9/2021

Rick Gonzalez, AIA
Vice Chairman
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 







































































West Coast Inland Navigation District 
200 E. Miami Avenue, Venice, FL 34285 Ph: (941) 485-9402; Fax (941) 485-8394 

www.wcind.net 

 
 

 
 
 
April 26th, 2025 
 
 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Jacksonville District 
 Attn: CESAJ-GIWW-Navigation 
701 San Marco Boulevard Jacksonville, FL 32207 
 

Subject: GIWW Manatee NEPA Scoping Comments  

To whom it may concern,  

I have the pleasure of serving as the Executive Director of the West Coast Inland 
Navigation District (WCIND).  WCIND is the non-federal sponsor for the Gulf 
Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee, Sarasota, Charlotte and Lee Counties 
on the West coast of Florida. Please accept this letter of support for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers' proposed maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway in Manatee County, Florida.  

The GIWW is a federally authorized navigation project, originally approved by 
Chapter 19 of the River and Harbors Act of 1945 (PL 79-14) in accordance with 
House Document Number 371, 76th Congress. The GIWW is the primary maritime 
thoroughfare from the Caloosahatchee River (Ft. Myers) to the Anclote River 
(Tarpon Springs/Tampa area) on the Southwest coast of Florida.  Regular 
maintenance of this project is vital to the economic stability of Southwest Florida 
Economy.  Marine-related activities associated with the GIWW are vital to 
Southwest Florida’s economy generating nearly 80,000 jobs, $12.2 billion in 
revenues, and $6.1 billion in Value-added or GDP for the region (Hodges, et al, 
2015).  

Regular and timely maintenance of the GIWW is vital to ensuring its operation and 
viability.  WCIND has documented continued sedimentation of the GIWW in all of 
its member Counties, reducing channel depth and impairing navigability. 

WCIND commends USACE efforts to perform maintenance dredge projects to 
maintain the GIWW at its original design.  However, WCIND as well as the Florida 
Inland Navigation District (FIND), our sister agency on the East coast of Florida, 
have seen increased delays in the maintenance of our federal navigation projects. 
These backlogs have hampered commerce, delayed recreational use, and posed 
serious safety concerns for mariners.  



West Coast Inland Navigation District 
200 E. Miami Avenue, Venice, FL 34285 Ph: (941) 485-9402; Fax (941) 485-8394 

www.wcind.net 

WCIND would like to raise the specific issue of the regulatory requirement to 
mitigate for seagrass that has opportunistically colonized federally maintained 
navigation channels. Federally authorized and maintained channels, which were 
historically dredged and are managed to preserve navigation, are not suitable or 
stable seagrass habitats in the long term. The dynamic nature of sediment transport in 
these channels and the essential role of maintenance dredging means that periodic 
disturbance is expected and necessary. 

The District emphatically believes that seagrass within the Federal channel should 
not be treated the same as seagrass in undisturbed, natural environments. Mitigation 
requirements for maintenance dredging impose unnecessary and significant financial 
costs in both the planning and execution of maintenance dredge projects.  FIND has 
experienced costs exceeding $1 million for projects involving 100,000 cubic yards or 
more of material.   Additionally, these unnecessary mitigation requirements result in 
long permitting delays or the cancellation of critical projects. These outcomes run 
counter to the very purpose of Federal navigation channels and jeopardize the 
continued safe and reliable operation of our waterways. 

WCIND strongly encourages the USACE to adopt a more balanced approach that 
rightfully recognizes the Federally authorized and maintained status of the GIWW 
and other Federally maintained channels and avoids requiring mitigation for seagrass 
within the project footprint. This is not only consistent with past practice and 
environmental common sense, but is essential to maintaining the viability of our 
Federal navigation system in the face of increasing economic and environmental 
pressures. 

WCIND thanks the Jacksonville District for initiating this NEPA process and for 
continuing to engage stakeholders throughout. We urge you to move forward with 
the proposed maintenance dredging in a timely manner and to exercise flexibility 
regarding seagrass mitigation in the federal channel, particularly in light of the 
broader public interest and economic impacts. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at 941-485-9402 should any additional 
information or coordination be needed. 

Sincerely, 

 

Justin D. McBride 
Executive Director 
 
CC:    

tel:941-485-9402


Dr. Gretchen S. Ehlinger
Chief, Environmental Branch
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District
701 San Marco Boulevard
Jacksonville, Florida  32207

Dear Dr. Ehlinger:

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ 
(USACE) letter of intent on the preparation of a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document to 
evaluate maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee County, Florida, 
in accordance with Section 309 of the Clean Air Act and Section 102(2)(C) of NEPA. The purpose of the 
project is to provide safe navigation within the federal channel, between Tampa Bay and Sarasota Bay, 
through the removal of shoaling to maintain the authorized depth.

The letter of intent states that, “the NEPA analysis will evaluate maintenance dredging Cuts M-4, M-5, 
M-12, M-13, and M-14 within the GIWW channel...Analyses will also consider proposed placement of 
the dredged material in existing sites, such as Egmont Key nearshore placement area as well as other 
potential beneficial use of dredged material opportunities.”

Based on the EPA’s review of available information, the proposed action will need to comply with the 
Clean Water Act, Section 404(b)(1) Guidelines (Guidelines) at 40 C.F.R. Part 230, including the 
following:

1. 40 C.F.R. § 230.11(e) requires the applicant include documentation to include aquatic 
ecosystem and organism determinations regarding the nature and degree of the effect of the 
proposed discharge on the structure and function of the aquatic ecosystem and organisms at 
the proposed site. 40 C.F.R. § 230.31(b) requires that documentation include the possible loss 
of environmental values, including a determination of the presence or absence of aquatic 
resources.

2. The Guidelines at 40 C.F.R. § 230.10(a) state that no discharge of dredged or fill material shall 
be permitted if there is a practicable alternative which would have less adverse impact on the 
aquatic ecosystem. 40 CFR 230.10(d) requires the avoidance of impacts to special aquatic sites. 
As set forth in 40 C.F.R. § 230.44(a) and as described in 40 C.F.R. § 230.44(b), if present, the 
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applicant must identify coral and seagrass communities as special aquatic sites that can be 
vulnerable to adverse impacts from the discharge of dredged or fill material, including burial 
and reducing light penetration through the water column with increased turbidity. 40 C.F.R. § 
230.75 requires the applicant to include documentation to identify any actions taken to 
minimize the adverse effects on populations of plants and animals. Such actions can include 
those affecting the method of dispersion, such as the use of silt screens to confine turbidity and 
to isolate the construction impacts as set forth in 40 C.F.R. § 230.73(c). 

 
The EPA appreciates the opportunity to provide scoping comments on the proposed project. If you 
have any questions regarding our comments, please contact Ntale Kajumba, NEPA Section Chief at 404 
562-9620 or at Kajumba.ntale@epa.gov  or Douglas White of the NEPA Section at (404) 562-8586 or at 
white.douglas@epa.gov.  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Ntale Kajumba 
NEPA Section Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NTALE 
KAJUMBA

Digitally signed by 
NTALE KAJUMBA 
Date: 2025.06.24 
16:12:14 -04'00'



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 

 April 15, 2025 
 
Planning and Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
 
 
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
     The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps) is beginning 
preparation of a National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document to address 
maintenance dredging of the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIWW) in Manatee County, 
Florida. The Corps is the Federal agency responsible for maintenance of the GIWW. 
The non-federal sponsor (NFS) for the proposed maintenance dredging is the West 
Coast Inland Navigation District (WCIND). The Corps is currently gathering information 
to define issues and concerns that will be addressed in an analysis to be prepared in 
compliance with the NEPA. 
 
     The GIWW Project from the Caloosahatchee River to the Anclote River was 
originally authorized by Chapter 19 of the River and Harbors Act of 1945 (PL 79-14) in 
accordance with House Document Number 371, 76th Congress. Congressional 
authorization directed the Corps to construct and maintain the GIWW channel to a 
depth of nine (9) feet plus two (2) feet of over depth Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW). 
The purpose of the project is to provide safe navigation within the federal channel 
through the removal of shoaling (i.e., accumulated sediments in the channel) to 
maintain the authorized depth. The NEPA analysis will evaluate maintenance dredging 
Cuts M-4, M-5, M-12, M-13, and M-14 within the GIWW channel between Tampa Bay 
and Sarasota Bay (see Figure 1). Analyses will also consider proposed placement of 
the dredged material in existing sites, such as Egmont Key nearshore placement area 
as well as other potential beneficial use of dredged material opportunities, such as 
placement in an existing dredge hole adjacent to the channel, near Cut M-5 and Long 
Pass Inlet which could promote the re-establishment of seagrass. 
 
     The Corps welcomes your comments, views, and information about environmental 
and cultural resources, and/or other important features within the described project 
area. The Corps will accept written comments regarding the proposed project for 30 -
calendar days from the date of this letter. Comments may be submitted via email to 
CESAJ-GIWW-Navigation@usace.army.mil (recommended subject line: “GIWW 
Manatee NEPA Scoping Comments”) or to the attention of “Coastal and Navigation 
NEPA Section (PD-EC)” by U.S. mail to the letterhead address. All individuals who 
respond with comments will be included in future mailings. Others may be added to the 
mailings by making a written request to the same letterhead address or email. All 
comments will be provided to the project delivery team for consideration during the 
development of the NEPA document. 
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     If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Katie Lebow at (904) 232-2030 or via 
email at Kathryn.E.Lebow@usace.army.mil. Thank you for your assistance. 
 
                                                                        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
                                                                        Gretchen S. Ehlinger, Ph.D. 
                                                                        Chief, Environmental Branch 
 
Enclosure 
 
  

EHLINGER.GRETCHE
N.SARAH.12869272
34

Digitally signed by 
EHLINGER.GRETCHEN.SARAH.12
86927234 
Date: 2025.04.14 13:35:03 -04'00'
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Figure 1. GIWW Authorized Project Area 



  
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 
701 SAN MARCO BOULEVARD 

JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 

 

CESAJ-PD-E                                                                             June 2026 
 
 
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 
 
SUBJECT: COMPLIANCE WITH THE FISH AND WILDLIFE COORDINATION ACT 
FOR DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA) FOR GULF 
INTRACOASTAL WATERWAY (GIWW) MANATEE COUNTY PROJECT (NEPA ID: 
EAXX-202-00-K3P-1742397511): FEDERAL CHANNEL O&M AND MATERIAL 
PLACEMENT. 
 
PURPOSE: To document an informal understanding between the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Jacksonville District (Corps), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), Florida Ecological Services Office. 
 
BACKGROUND.  The Project Area is located in Manatee County on the west coast of 
Florida north of Sarasota, Florida and south of St. Petersburg, Florida. The goal of the 
proposed federal action is to provide safe and efficient vessel navigation through the 
federal channel.  
  
The Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) evaluates various alternatives that 
would meet the project goals and maintain safe and efficient navigation within the 
channel. The preferred alternative includes:  
 
a. Maintenance dredging of GIWW Cuts M-4, M-5, M-12, M-13, and M-14, as well as 

Longboat Pass Cuts 2 and 3. Material removed from shoals within the channel or 
pass would be placed in a nearby dredge hole, when possible, or in the nearshore of 
Egmont Key at the placement site previously evaluated in the 2011 EA, a secondary 
placement site in the nearshore of Egmont Key, or a tertiary placement site in the 
nearshore of Egmont Key. This tertiary site is an expansion of the previously 
permitted nearshore placement site. 

i. There is capacity for approximately 80,000CY of material to be placed into the 
identified dredge hole, which is approximately -12 feet MLLW. 

ii. The remaining approximately 40,000CY of material would be placed in the 
nearshore of Egmont Key as described. 
 

The Corps determined that the proposed project may affect but is not likely to adversely 
affect (MANLAA), piping plover (Charadrius melodus), Rufa red knot (Calidris canutus 
rufa), nesting sea turtles (Green (Chelonia mydas), Hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata), 
Loggerhead (Caretta caretta), and Kemp’s Ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), and Florida 
manatees (Trichechus manatus latirostris). The Corps has also determined that the 
proposed project meets eligibility criteria for coverage under the Programmatic Piping 
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Plover Biological Opinion (P3BO) for potential effects to piping plover, and the 
Statewide Programmatic Biological Opinion (SPBO) for potential effects to nesting sea 
turtles and Florida manatees. The project is not likely to adversely modify (NLAM) 
designated critical habitat for piping plover and loggerhead sea turtle or proposed 
critical habitat for Rufa red knot.    
 
Details on the proposed project are available in the SEA, which is available for review 
on the Jacksonville District’s Environmental Planning website, under Manatee County:   
 
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/About/Divisions-Offices/Planning/Environmental-
Branch/Environmental-Documents/   
 
(On that page, click on the “+” next to “Manatee”.  Scroll down to the project name.) 
 
COORDINATION. The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (FWCA; 16 U.S.C. 661 et 
seq., March 10, 1934, as amended 1946, 1958, and 2019) requires Federal agencies to 
consult with USFWS regarding the impacts to fish and wildlife resources and the 
proposed measures to mitigate these impacts.  Additional coordination authorities exist 
through the review process of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA; §§ 42 
U.S.C. 4321-4347, January 1, 1970, as amended 1975 and 1982) and the Endangered 
Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 7 U.S.C. 136, 16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq. December 28, 1973, 
as amended 1976, 1977, 1978, 1979, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1983,1984, 1986, 1988, 1990, 
2000, 2002, 2003, 2008, 2014, and 2022).  USFWS continues to coordinate and consult 
with the Corps through NEPA and the ESA in which impacts to fish, and wildlife 
resources are adequately addressed via these two authorities.  USFWS will include 
comments relevant to FWCA in the USFWS review and response to this project’s draft 
SEA. 
 
AGREEMENT. The undersigned, the Corps and USFWS, agree to utilize the project’s 
NEPA review process to complete coordination responsibilities under the FWCA.  This 
agreement will avoid duplicate analysis and documentation as authorized under 40 CFR 
section 1500.4 (m), 1502.25, 1506.4, and is consistent with Presidential Executive 
Order No. 13563 for Improving Regulation and Regulatory Review, released January 
18, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
              
Jose Rivera       Gretchen S. Ehlinger, Ph.D. 
Division Manager, Environmental Review Chief, Environmental Branch 
North Florida Ecological Services Field Office 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/About/Divisions-Offices/Planning/Environmental-Branch/Environmental-Documents/
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/About/Divisions-Offices/Planning/Environmental-Branch/Environmental-Documents/
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