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Judy Srhraffd - Chaiyman of the Corall Reef Soclety

Eves #inre Hhe flrstd Oora Raton beach renounfishment projectl o the: early
90 s, and cantimuing through similar plans for Delray Beach and! Orean
Ridge, the Coral Reef Soclety has abjected actively to thess abuses to
the undersea envioonment. Our polnkt of view Is: the ongping damage of
siiltation from any, downstream project where the sediment iis carviled naorth
on the Gulf Bbmeam whHich is closest to the shoreline right off Palm Beach
{tself. Naturally, projects: off eur own beaches hawe: an even greater
impact. The narthernmoat reefl systems in America are Sound of# Palm
Beach, andi then, as the GuFf Stream swings: eastward' and aventually

reaches Bermufia, corall resfs again appear.

THe sediment from these projects settles: out on oun thres: parallel reef
syatems and smotHens bottom dwelling organilsms on: which animals: higher (n
“he foodi rhain rely as a food spurce, which in tumn feedl other animals
hiigher tn the rhain thamn they. The sonstiant buildimg up: of silt and sand
has ~auséd 3 notifireable decline: in the: numbers: and species of Iife which
an & wena Found' hers im abundance..

I speak persconally from over 30 years' experience as a scuba dilver wha has
made: thousands of dives locallly and watched! the continual degradation of our
pffshars um.ri;:;:mmnnti.. &g an_ example, thess: are the sorts ofl deadl shells:
which we used tm find on ourn resfs and in the sandy areas, whers: ﬂh;ay had
served as a meal for ether creatures. IY has probably been three: years
giince we: have found any dhells even olose to these, as their Habitat haa
been smothered! by siltatiion. Their disappearance can be equated with the
canary in the coslmine.

A further resullt is Hhe decline in fiah stocks and the tall .on commencial
and sports fishermen and our former lobster lndustry, thereby depriwving
many @f a ~hosen 1ivelllhood.

i2 foral Heef Bbeiety and loral environmentalists Eeel. that any bhear

building plam far Palm Beanh's shoreline will be ane more natl in the roffln
of our an - s-healthy marine ecosystem. We ask you as the final arbitratos

to deny this projeadia Lakewsy o Falm Bescll, Flobdh YHSY » ({075 315000



