5. LIST OF PREPARERS

5.1. PREPARERS
This Final Environmental Impact Statement was prepared by:

Kimberly Brooks-Hall, Civil Engineer, USACE
Timothy Brown, Hydraulic Engineer, USACE
Catherine Byrd, Biologist, USACE

Olice Carter, Environmental Engineer, USACE
Bradley Foster, Biologist, USACE

Mikel Hulon, Biologist, FWC

Catherine Johnson, Biologist, USACE

Sally Kennedy, Sr. Project Manager, Sr. Planner, SFWMD
Steve Lin, Civil Engineer, SFWMD

Martin Mann, Biologist, FWC

Liz Manners, Biologist, USACE

David McCullough, Archeologist, USACE

Dan Peck, Economist, USACE

Christopher Smith, Hydraulic Engineer, USACE
Adam Stuart, Hydraulic Engineer, USACE
Russell Weeks, Hydraulic Engineer, USACE
John Zediak, Hydraulic Engineer, USACE

5.2. REVIEWERS

The following individuals were provided review copies of the EIS:

Ivan Acosta, Environmental Engineer, USACE
Dorothy Boardman, Attorney/Advisor, USACE
Richard Bonner, Civil Engineer, USACE
Steve Brooker, Biologist, USACE

Osvaldo Collazo, Civil Engineer, USACE
James Duck, Economist, USACE

Kenneth Dugger, Biologist, USACE

Beth Burger, Biologist, USEPA

David Hallac, Biologist, USFWS

Joseph Koebel, Biologist, SFWMD

Russ Rote, Civil Engineer, USACE

William Stimmel, Manager, SFWMD

George Strain, Civil Engineer, USACE

Lou Toth, Biologist, SFWMD
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6. PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

6.1. SCOPING AND DRAFT EIS

A Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare a draft EIS appeared in the Federal Register on
August 4, 2000. A scoping letter was mailed on November 6, 2000. For a copy of NOI
and scoping letter, see Appendix E.

6.2.. AGENCY COORDINATION

a.The DEIS was coordinated with the following agencies: Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, South Florida Water Management District, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Florida State
Clearinghouse, Florida State Historic Preservation Officer, and Florida
Department of Environmental Protection, among others, during the public review
period of the DEIS. Many of these agencies have already been involved with
this project during ongoing informal discussions and meetings.

b. This project is being coordinated with USFWS under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). USFWS suggested that the Corps request initiation of formal
consultation in accordance with the ESA for impacts that the project may have
on the endangered snail kite. Formal consultation has begun and USFWS is
preparing a Biological Opinion (BO) for the snail kite. Refer to Appendix G for
these letters.
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6.3. LIST OF STATEMENT RECIPIENTS

Copies of the draft EIS were provided to Federal, State, local agencies, and interested
groups and individuals for review and comment. A Notice of Availability of the DEIS
was published in the federal register on January 18, 2002. The DEIS mail list is located

in Appendix E.

6.4. COMMENTS TO SCOPING RECEIVED AND RESPONSES

The scoping letter was mailed on November 6, 2000 to State and Federal agencies as
well as homeowners and concerned individuals. Numerous comment letters were
received. The following is a list and brief summary of the content of the letters. Copies
of letters and responses can be seen in Appendix E.
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_ U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, letter dated September 22, 2000, recommends

that provisions be made for snail kites and that organic spoil material be placed
entirely in uplands outside of lake.

. Alligator Lake Chain Homeowners Association, letter dated November 7,

2000, supports action and recommends enhancement projects be conducted in
regular 8-10 year cycles.

. James Kelly, letter dated November 9, 2000, had many questions concerning

the lowering of the water levels and their effects. Requests to be kept informed
of process.

. Robert Schafer, Jr., letter dated November 10, 2000 comments on catch and

release fishing techniques that may be considered during drawdown.

. Marvin Johnson, Moonlight Fisheries, letter dated November 13, 2000 states

that drawdown would devastate his livelihood and that the Lake Alligator
drawdown was responsible for previous economic losses.

Craig Lynch, Personal Phone Call, November 15, 2000, supports drawdown
and identifies areas he would like to see muck removal performed on.

. Lloyd Geier, letter dated November 15, 2000, concerned about Mill Slough area

of Lake.

. Sam Dower, letter dated November 29, 2000, brought up issues concerning

spoil islands, potential real estate conflicts, temporary settling basins, and
policies regarding “non-owned canals.”

National Marine Fisheries Service, letter dated December 15, 2000, stated that
they have no comments on project.

Florida Department of State Division of Historical Resources, letter dated
December 15, 2000, states that cultural resources may be affected and should
be protected.

. Florida State Clearinghouse, letter dated January 19, 2001, states that FDEP

has concerns about downstream nutrient levels, snail kite nesting season, exotic
wildlife living on in-lake islands that may escape to mainland during low water
levels. FNAI recommends that a site-specific survey be conducted.

Mike Rogers, petsonal phone call January 25, 2001, concerned about

performing a drawdown in a drought season, that fishing may be adversely
affected, and the use of chemicals to control invasive plants.
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m. Arlyne & William O’Gara, letter dated February 19, 2001, supports action.

n. South Florida Water Management District, letter dated February 20, 2001,
states that analysis must include evaluation of the combined hydrology of the
Kissimmee Upper Basin and Kissimmee River Valley, and that the use of pumps
or weirs may have to be considered.

o. Ross Gwin, letter dated April 23, 2001 supports drawdown.

p. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, letter dated May 9, 2001 states
concerns about spoil islands and nutrient loads of lake.

6.5. COMMENTS RECEIVED (AND RESPONSES) ON DEIS

A copy of the mail list of recipients of the DEIS may be found in Appendix E. Many
comment letters on the DEIS were received. Appendix F includes copies of the letters
with responses to the issues and suggestions contained in them.
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