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Mistake
made on
dredging?

O Some believe the
Hernando Beach channel
needed dredging more

than Bayport.

By LARA BRADBURN
Hernando Today Staff

HERNANDO BEACH — In E
1995, professional dredgers spent
three months carving a few inches
of rock and silt from the bottom of
. Bayport Channel.- L. L
Fisherman say the county pro-
Jject barely scraped the surface of 9
their navigation problems.
Federal permitters say the pro-
ject didn't warrant the priority it
‘received and that it lacked commu-
nity-wide support. '
County engineers and port offi-
cials admit that boats excluded
from the channel due to bottom
scraping were not able to use the
waterway after the project's com-

Weekend

_ . pletion.

= All seemed to agree that the his

beaCh Id)’“S $600,000 in local tax money would . 3
have been better spent in P

Above, Melissa Smith, 8, )
seems indifferent to the jaws
of a playground lion at the
Pine Island kids’ play area.
She was getting a drink
Sunday from the unusual wild

Hernando Beach where a deeper
- channel could have enhanced the
community’'s economic vitality.
Now, two years later, the tides i
have turned as the county faces yet ‘
another financial and ethical de-

animal drinking fountain. Left, bate over dredging. [
Peter Adamse who planned On Tuesday, the Hernando ) :
his two-week vacation to County Commission will be asked '
Florida from the Netherlands to take a critical look at deepening BE
on the Internet, casts a fishing the Hernando Beach channel. be- 7 .-!
line as his son, Kasper, 9, fore it commits another $830,000 .- [
watches from a floating tube. that may not bring the benefits ev- |
Staff photos by Dave Casey eryone is looking fo?- . . . i
“We haven’t said this project ’
needs to be done or doesn’t need to  ~

be done,” said Public Works Deputy

See DREDGE, Page A-2
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agricuiwurai, tney will jose themwr
agricultural classification —
pushing them into a far higher
tax bracket.

Of those people contacted,
field inspector for the property
appraiser’s office, Kevin
Johnston, estimates that he will
take more than a 100 off the
greenbelt rolls. Fourteen have
been removed already.

Categories include Cutrus pro-
duction, hay or vegetable, cattle
grazing, timber and poultry,
swine or bee production.

“I didn’t know there was a dif-
ference until Alvin (Mazourek)
called and told me,” Mills said,
adding she had not raised cattle
for several years.

The difference in taxes she
failed to pay is uncertain.

agaitional staing. Unill uoen,
the agency may have to rely on
informants.

“We get calls all the time say-
ing he doesn’t have cows on his
property,” Johnston said. “Most
people just want others to pay
their fair share.

“And that’s all we (the proper-
ty appraiser’s office) want.”

'BUDGET

[ .
tions during the (Q
_ year, there was a prThary;|

" off and general election ;

DREDGE

‘From page A-1

Director Steve Whitaker. “On the
face-of it, it looks good.

“But the last time, with the
Bayport Project, the train left
the.station and everyone got left
standing and waving goodbye,”
he said. “We don’t want this
train to leave the station until
everyone’s on board.”

Talk of digging the Hernando
Beach Channel deeper has been
around for decades.

More than 60 commercial
.vessels are believed to use the

channel; thousands more recre-

-ational boats also. use it.

The more usé the channel
gets, the more dangerous it be-
comes. :

County officials describe the
channel as “narrow, shallow and
difficult to navigate.”

“Small pleasure craft are of-
ten nnperlled by larger plea-
sure and commercial boats,” a
county report states. “Hulls and
props are frequently damaged
when operating at low tide.”

The county wants to dredge
the channel about six inches or
so to ease navigational prob-
lems. So far, the federal govern-
mént supports the effort.

" The Army Corps of Engineers
agreed ind anuary to perform a

feasibility study. Rep. Karen
Thurman, D. Dunnellon, got the

corps to pitch in $100,000 to-.

ward the study’s cost.

_ In order to.meét. the- corps’
criteria, however, the project
must provide some commercial

benefits. The full economic ben-

efits are uncertain; thé recre-
ational merits are more sure.

That leaves
county  offi- |§
cials  strug- B
gling with a |
do-or-die  fi-
nancial strug
gle because |
this  project |
comes with a |
no-quit clause. §

In order to J&;
satisfy the
corps’ require- ,
ments, the county must provide
a financial plan that demon-
strates its ability to implement
the full project.

That means if.the county

Robinson

fails to carry the project:

through, it could be forced to re-
imburse the federal government
for its expenses.

Although the concept of
dredging seems to have support
at the  courthouse —
Commissioners Ray Loqsmg
and Paul Sullivan have previ-
ously voiced their support —
finding an extra $830,000 over
the next three years may not be

possible. ‘

“I don’t know that we have
that kind of money sitting
around,” said Commissioner
Nancy Robmson “There are a
lot of groups asking for money
right now. So obviously, every
penny spent needs to be in the
best interest of the entire com-
munity.”

At the same time, Robinson
said she recognized the econom-
ic impact such a project could
have by enhancing the area’s
commercial fortitude.

She also recognizes that “any
project you do for a unique pur-
pose obviously has positive run

off.” In this case, the run-off
would be safer recreational .

boating, she said. "

There has been some men-
tion of using recreational fees to
supplement the project since
large boaters would benefit
greatly from a -deeper channel.

to admxt’that the merits of the
projéct~do  fiot  solely rest on
comxﬁ"'ér réial ise, but recreatlon-
al usé'as well.

It is not known whether the
Army Corps would accept the

use of recreational boating fees:

to supplement the project since
the federal focus is to enhance

‘commercial use. Robinson said

she would ask the corps that at

QSTACE B WEST

SHOWCASE -
'PRODUCTIONS

COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE] .

Presents 1997 Summer Special

‘Tickets Now Available
“Tues., Wed., Thurs., Sat., from 10 am to 2 pm, and
one hour before showtlme at Stage West Box Office

ALL SEATS ARE $6 RESERVED
Students 18 and under $3

Show Dates July 11, 12, 13 & July 18, 19, 20
 Sunday Performances at 2 pm

8390 Forest Oaks Bivd., Spring Hill, FL
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an upcoming meeting.
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éa:
included the presxdentlal I
ing.

During - the 1997/98;
year, there will be only a ;:

Ty .
“You judge it the beé

police in bathr

- a 20-year-old Brooksville w
To do that, however, would be .

asked to have them taken o
to the bathroom. :

room, she bolted out the back

works at Lollipops dance cl

FIGHT

From page A1

Ay

noon to repair Shaw’s han¢
Hatton apparently hi
kicked Shaw’s hands, shat
his right pinky finger ar
lgft middle finger, even
Shaw passed out, the re
said.
When the bartender t

Exotic dancer es¢a" ‘

‘BROOKSVILLE = olnlé.i

in handcuffs at the city poli
tion Monday morning wh

When she got inside the’

Angela Louise Deter,
Candlelight .Boulevard, -

Hudson, was charged with ¢
and uttering a forged instry
after Det. Ron Woods chas
through a creek and caugh

k.
2

USE 1
L“IH‘IEN VISIT[.

BETTER NEW &
FURNITUR

Located at 737 Hil
Hill Plaza), Srl Il Pl
7040. Offering current
cardholders FREE deliver
purchase of $100 or monr
open Mon.-Sat. from San
Better Used Fumiture take
our quality and service. W
large selection of fumiture, k8
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~ Editorial

$830,000 too

much to spend | L

on dredge

Should we spend $830,000 to dredge the | -

Hernando Beach channel?

. Direct benefit of the dredging weuld ac-

crue to 63 commercial boat.owners in west
Hernando. For most taxpayers in the coun-
ty, a deeper channel at Hernando Beach is
meaningless. :

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS don't |

want to slight the commercial fishing busi-
ness but neither do they want to spend mon-
ey recklessly in the face of a tight budget
year. ‘ o
The commissioners are buying some time

‘in putting off a decision until after an

August 4 public hearing. Holding the hear-
ing at Hernando Beach will almost assure
that a pro-dredging crowd will show up:It

will likely tout the fact that the federal gov- | '

nents will say.

THE HEARING, as they say in Chicago,
will be “packed.” That means the “no” votes
will not be heard over the din of “give us a
deeper channel.” ' S

We're not against deeper gulf channels;
they are needed especially by larger fishing
vessels. But for most recreational boaters,
the crisis of dragging bottom is not too seri-
ous.

ty with an $830,000 bill despite the Army
Corps of Engineers assessment that “this is
a good project.” '

We doubt if it’s worth strapping the coun- |

ernment is kicking in $2.2 million in the | - -

form of a grant. o e
“All the county has to do is pay $830,000

and we’ll have a deeper channel,” the propo-
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s Commission’s has ‘out there’
o attitude toward coastal area (
) When Commissioner Robinson referred to spend- \:}
the ing dollars “out there,” she aptly described the pre-
ar vailing attitude towards us Martians “out there.” If
ep a $2.2 million federal grant was earmarked for
i re- Brooksville, the commission would figure out a- way
; ¢k | toget that frée money. -
{ Like it or not, when the media makes reference
and. to our - “nature coast,” it means just that.

Unfortunately, the typical visitor’s reaction to our
county is formed by what they confront on the west- .
ern end — the “coast” — same as any other water-

% | front county in Florida. : ‘
- Unfortunately, our elected officials made the .
4 —_— same mistake in underestimating the potential of

the Weekiwachee Preserve “out there” in the beach |
area. They were shocked to see so many people at
the opening ceremonies. (This place is such a well-
kept secret that some showed up at our new beauti-
fully-designed county damp next to the Preserve
thinking “this must be the place”) .=
- Any vision we have of attracting high-tech busi-
ness, along with its taxpaying employees, depends
upon an integrated vision of our coastal area.
Whatever, the plan must be in keeping with the - ,
* overall strategy of low environmental impact cou- i
pled with capitalizing on the natural beduty of this
entire area, - ' :
We don’t want to be just.another honky-tonk : »
place in Florida fully endowed with bars and T-shirt . Q

shops. (Ironically, many of the old-timers on the.
coast have mixed feelings about making the chan-
nel navigable. They are concerned that it would pre-
cipitate an economic renaissance.) : :

- Hernando County is luckier than most, since very |
little atténtion has been paid to the coastal area. Tt
isn't really a question of costly rebuilding of a run- -
down waterfront area, since there never was any
major public or private construction of consequence
in the first place, The centerpiece of any meaningful

E , - future development along this nature coast would
be the dredging of the channel. - '

John B. Reiniers e
Hernando Beach I

' A"l)sv.) St |

Saturday, August .

B Letters tofthe‘edtit;(.}‘r,':.

14-year old supports curfew, says
parents need to tell teens ‘no’ »
It’s amazing how many adults realize the prob- .
lem with teens today. T coL :
'j’ What's even more amazing is the amount of par-
oo ’ . | ents that see the problem in every other child but -

their own. Thig is an article ahm haur annthan fane
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Corps proposes uses
for dredged material (,,

B Among the ideas:
using big rocks to shore
up artificial fishing reefs
and piling sandy material
to create a new beach.

By JENNIFER FARRELL
Times Staff Writer

After years of study, officials
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers have come up with a four-
pronged plan to use spoils from
the proposed Hernando Beach
Channel dredging.

Under consideration since
1997, the S4-million project hinges
on the corps’ long-term feasibility
study, the first draft of which is
scheduled to be released by the
end of July. According to civil en-
gineer Tracy Leeser, in town today
to brief county commissioners on
the project’s status, the report will
include four recommendations for
disposing of material dug out of
the narrow and winding channel.

First, the large rocks that have
long plagued commercial fisher-
men and recreational boaters
would be excavated and taken to
the Gulf of Mexico, where they
would be dropped to the bottom to
augment Hernando County’s arti-
ficial reef program.

Meanwhile, the sandy material
would be scattered in three areas.

Some would go to fill in a
500-foot section of the existing

CO I‘pS from Page 1

... We'rerlooking for that win,
win, win, situation.”

Pat Fagan, county director of
parks and recreation, said the proj-
ect’s cost could swell to $6-million,
depending on how much rock is
found to be in the channel.

A crew from the Corps of Engi-
neers took additional boring sam-
ples during the past few weeks to
determine how much rock would
need to be removed. Meanwhile, a
sea grass survey under way this
month represents the final piece
of the feasibility study.

Fagan said the dredge will like-
ly widen and deepen the existing

- channel near the mouth of Min-

now Creek, not far from the public
boat ramp in Hernando Beach,
that Leeser said will be straight-
ened for safety reasons.

The rest of the sand would be
used to create a beach on the spoil
islands around Coon Key and to
raise the bottom of a former min-
ing pit at the Weekiwachee Pre-
serve.

“People have been asking for a
beach,” Leesér said. “If we can
find a place to put it that won’t
damage the “environment, we
could do that.”

Environmentalists have ques-
tioned the impact of adding to the

existing spoil islands, and Leeser -
said the state Department of Envi- .

ronmental Protection and other

agencies would have a chance to™=

review and comment on the draft
report before a final version is
finished by the end of the year.
As for the mining pit, Leeser
said the plan to raise the bottom
by 32 feet would promote plant
and fish life, At 38 feet, the lake is
too deep for light to penetrate to
the bottom, and few fish live there.
Allin all, Leeser said, the rec-
ommendations were drafted with
an eye toward being both environ-
mentally sound and economical.
“All of those things are essen-
tially good for the environment,”
she said. “We're actually trying to
do something with it that's good.

Please see CORPS Page 3

channel, bringing it to a depth of 6
to 6% feet.

“There seems to be a lot of
rock in the channel,” he said.
“Theyre going to find the easiest
way of getting it out. . . . A lot still
depends on where they’re going to
locate the spoils.”

If approved, dredging could
begin by next year and would last
three to six months.

The federal government would
pay 80 percent of the cost of the
dredging, and the county would
pick up the rest.

Leeser predicted corps offi-
cials would hold a public hearing
on the project sometime in July.

~ Staff writer Jennifer Farrell covers
Spring Hilt and can be reached at 848-1432.

O
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(etnando Beach'’s
\ *?ptic{?js to handle
its growing pains

armony on Hernando Beach is
Hdifﬁcult to find these days es-
sy Decially when it comes to is-
sues_such as property values, home-
owners’ rights and where the fishing
industry will be allowed to work. Right-
_fully, those wha live in residential ar-
eas want to protect the value of their
homes and not expérience intrusion by
fishermen.
HOWEVER, THOSE WHO PLY
their living from the sea want to con-
. tinde working on Hernando Beach and
their claim should also be considered.
We believe there is 4 way to satisfy
the demands of hoth parties, :
The community is growing and with
me pain but there are

wheré few Thomes exist: A zoning | ‘:t’;mes Protoct
change wotuld be netessary bu if bugi- : ’

ness and residentigl interests agreed, Mg Bradburns articles wero
that wouldn't he diffieult to obtain. A o Lt

buffer to separate the fihing an
bomes might also be i gobd
ffle noise it the

. Agencieg cor :
ronment probably would niot block such
an enterprise, A inanager with the De-
partment ‘of Envirenment Protection
said he would need more. detajls but |
‘ 1 ent-plan being, .

‘discussed is a-good one. RN
THIS FISHERMEN'S WHARF |
idea has been successfil in many loca< |
tiong and could be 4 lucrative tourist
attraction. The site being discussed
would also be ideal -~ near the coast-

line between Coon-Key and the main:
land, - o : niando ;
One thing is for sure, the dredgingat ' | upandbe counted in'an effort to. ;
Hernando. Beach must not be lost by | -protecttho value of the largest sins
running off the Army Corps of Engi- | - Eleinvestment most ofus have-

neers which finances part of the opera- - our Hotnes. _
tion. The Corps-also does the work but Julia Jacks
only if at léast-50 percent of the nauti- ) __ Hernando Be:

cal activity involves commercial use.
Without ‘a navigable - channel the '

fishing and recreational activity would
- dry up and Herrnando Beach would suf-
fer. Any plans of building a fishing vil-
lage commercial area would.be ludi-
crous as shrirapers and other fishing
interests would be forced out. Sadly,

are some people in Hernando
that would favor such an out-
WE DON'T SUPPORT THAT
gloomy outlook but believe a plan can
be found that would be attractive to all-
concerned. It might even expand the
tax base, improve economic conditions
and transform Herniando Beach into a
prime tourist destination. You couldn’t
ask for a cleaner industry.




ha al or historical fea-
tures: wxll be disturbed or any en-
dangered species harmed;

hter has to ‘be safer,” he
Axi ifi's shorterithas to-be
hat ‘does 1t take to
e domg it?*” )

nsiderations; whjch are still to ‘ch
determiried: - say, ‘Ye ; we




.The commerc al fishing boat Dragnet’
. floats placed to limit ollutlon. oom from the boat’s fishing gear
'tends into the channe further endangermg bo s{that use'the alre

. ’ ‘L\J

S By DAVF. SHELTON .
dshelton@hemandotoday com .. inking: :
' - . e, WAIIingH to boaters about the haz ‘The unit xesponsxble for this.
HERNANDO BEACH —AbOUt a. ' . ard atchannel marker 2 i said that the master (ca tain)is .
half mile from shore, inthe main."* *"The boat ran aground Monday ::;.;/ apparently, trying to refloat xt, ;F
channel leading to the Gulfof = ' pyj its owner as he returned with Su d_d;ufgh‘sal o
- Mexico, a commercial. ﬁshmg boat i : “Mam '
sways in the tide. ;

-‘The Dragnet’s keel is lying on
the sandy bottom aswaves wash
. over its deck full of fishing net:

booms. One boom points 20 feet ourt comnussmners have .

N capta S
to the channel, underwater. It everyvday He said the captain had- provided funding for the project,
as part of the commercial fishing ' - n'tfiled areport of what happened whl de

eet that sails ﬁom Hemando atwas due wi






