bb’s
1019 Hendricks Ave., San Marco, 306-0100

The sister restaurant of Biscotti’s boasts a more upscale bistro menu and atmosphere. Named a Top 20 new restaurant in Florida by Florida Trend, bb’s menu items include numerous appetizers, pizzas and sandwiches, along with daily dinner specials. Start with almond-dusted calamari, tuna tar-tare or the wild mushroom pizzas and finish with one of the delectable desserts made in-house. Beer and 50 wines are available by the glass. The bar is a popular spot for socializing as well as eating. bb’s is smoke-free. A separate counter handles takeout orders. Catering service available. Open for lunch and dinner Monday through Saturday.

American Grill
1201 Riverplace Blvd. (inside the Jacksonville Hilton), Southbank, 398-8800

This restaurant serves a good selection of casual fare, including pizzas, pastas and overstuffed sandwiches, plus nightly specials. For breakfast, there is a buffet every day, plus a full menu. There is also a weekday lunch buffet and menu. A full bar is served with wines available by the glass. The banquet room accommodates up to 350 people. Friday and Saturday features dinner on the Jacksonville Princess, an 80-foot yacht traveling the St. Johns River (7-9 p.m. based on availability). Cruise reservations required. The restaurant is open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner.

Crawdaddy’s Restaurant & Lounge
1643 Prudential Drive, Southbank, 396-3546

It’s riverfront dining with a New Orleans theme, including the quaint tin-roof structure. Under the guidance of General Manager Richard Verfaillie and Executive Chef James Shemwell, the menu features fresh seafood and Cajun specialties along with aged black Angus beef and local favorites. Sunset dinner specials from a selected menu are available from 5-6:30 p.m. Sunday brunch also has an early special (between 9-10 a.m.) A full bar is served. Don’t miss Thursday’s Latin night. Reservations suggested. Catering and banquet facilities available. Open for lunch Monday through Friday, dinner daily and Sunday champagne brunch.

River City Brewing Co.
835 Museum Circle, Southbank, 398-2299

Chef Larry Grosshans serves regional Florida cuisine featuring seafood, steaks, chicken and pasta, along with daily specials. Select one of the new additions to the menu. The house specialty is the seafood jambalaya. The restaurant/micro-brewery offers great views of the St. Johns River and downtown Jacksonville. Hand-crafted British ales include the popular Jag Light. Dine inside or out on the deck. There’s a weekday happy hour and live entertainment is featured on weekends. Banquet space is available for groups up to 350. Open for lunch and dinner Monday through Saturday with brunch and dinner on Sunday.

There are cafeterias in the Prudential Building (2nd floor) and Steinmart Building (High Tide Café, ground floor), a sandwich shop on the ground floor of the Suddath Building, and restaurants in all the hotels. A short walk across the River, there are both restaurants and a food court for fast food in the Jacksonville “Landing.” There are also restaurants in the hotels on the north side of the river and Morrison Cafeteria Restaurants in the Bell South and Modis Buildings. There are some ethnic food style restaurants on the north side of the river. An excellent Chinese restaurant, the Gormet Buffet, at 140 West Monroe Street, features a very nice lunch buffet at a very modest price. 

Starting Feb. 28 2003, Jacksonville Transportation Authority announced plans to start a free trolley service between the Southbank and the Hendricks Ave. San Marco shopping-dining area. The Trolley -- a bus that resembles a streetcar -- begins midday service between downtown's Southbank and San Marco on Feb. 28. The JTA will focus on attracting people who don't want to waste time hunting for parking at San Marco's bustling collection of restaurants. The Trolley will pick up riders at the Kings Avenue Transit Station, which has a Skyway stop, and ferry them to San Marco between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. weekdays. The Trolley will roll through San Marco every 10 minutes and there will be no charge for hopping aboard. The San Marco route, called the Hibiscus Loop, will make stops at or near bus stops on Hendricks Avenue, San Marco Boulevard (the Prudential Building), and Riverplace Boulevard. The annual cost of providing Trolley trips to San Marco will be $235,000. Funding will come from the Florida Department of Transportation, Jacksonville Economic Development Commission, and JTA. The JTA says The Trolley's San Marco route will need to get at least 162 passengers daily to be considered a success. 

  

