' United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

1875 Century Boulevant
Abtann, Georgia 30345
December 14, 1999

In Reply Refer To:

FWSRYED

Colonel Joe B Miller

Dizyict Corenandes, Jacksonville Distiot

1.5 Army Cotps of Eogiteess

400 West Bay Street

. Jacksonville, Florida 32232
Dear Colonel Miller:

Immﬁmmmmwaw,mwm
Plan™ (ISOP). Your letter states that this proposal is consisteat with the requirements of
the reasonable anid prudeix slternative (RPA) for the year 2000 for the Cape Suble

: mwmmh&mwmm’sw‘

. February 19, 1999, final biclogical opinion.
mmwmmmm&mﬁgmmmkmm
WmemeJWwﬁem. While the
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assyre cotoplignes with the Endangered Species At ‘1) the reasongble and prodent
alrernative; sod 2) the anthorized incidentat vake.

msmmgﬁmmmmmww expertise i the fosmmlation
ofw:mmmswmpﬁshthebiohgidopinkm‘smﬂwmm
Rets. mmmmmmmmm*mmmﬂmmWis
gfmmmmmmwwﬂwmmmmmme :

Ta regard to yesrs 2001 — 2003, the Servive sppiecistes the Corps” commritinent 10
expedite completion of the Supplemental Egviropmental Ipact Statement (SEIS) on the
8.5 Square Milc Area. By accelerating the SEIS, the Cotps will be able o make 2
decision and to inpletaent ¥ Sustyd solution that realizes project beaekits soonet than
retuces loog standing conflicts among Intevested pasties; ’ '



Colorel Yo R. Miller 2z
Wewhmmmdmmmmbmmﬂ
resource and Jook forward 1 working with you as you implement the ISOP duting the
upcoming year, Ifyou needadditma!asamplmewnmm Steve Forsythe,

Floridg State Supermor at(561)773-0896
- Sincerely yours,

/.44,4//

Sam D. Fiamilton, .
Regiona! Director



DEPARTHMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.Q. BOX 4970
JACKSCONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

Dacember 14, 1999

Programs and Project Management Division
Project Management Branch -

Mr. Sam D. Hamilton
Regional Director

Filsh and Wildlife Service
1875 Century Boulevard
‘Atlanta, Georgia 30345

- Dear Mr. Hamilton:

I am writing in regard to our ongolng discussions and

" correapondance relative to the February 19, 1999 Final Biologiecal
Opinion (BO} concerning the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow (CSSS).
Please refer to my letter dated Octcoker 5, 1989 in which I agreed
to provide you with additional information on identifying actions
the Corps is taking to respond to the BO and implement the
Reasonable and Prudent Alternative (RFA).

First, let me state uneguivocally that the U.S. Army Coxps of
Engineers is committed to the protection of the C85S and ensuring
its continued existence. We have worked hard with you and your
_staff to identify and evaluate all options for meeting this
. objective. o :

As 2 result of these efforts, we have developed an “Intexim
Structural and Operations Plan” (ISOP) that is consistent with
‘the requirements of the RPA of the BO for the year 2000,
including the 2000 CSSS breeding season. The ISOP, copy
enclosed, will allow us to maximize the capacity of the Cemtral
and Southetn Florida (C&SF} project to protect the CS85, while
ninimizing adverse impacts to other resources, including the
Water Conservation Areas, associated tree islands, other
threatened and endangered species, and public and private
property. . '

-

- We will continue to work with you as we implemeént the ISOP during
the next year to address any issues that may arise. In.addition,
with respect to_years 2001, 2002, and 2003, we are committed to

- expediting the on-going Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement to identify a permanent solutioh to the 8.5 Square Mile
Area issie and to working with you to meet the requirements of

the BO for these years.



This letter represents the position of the Department of the Army
and has been coordinated with the Corps’ South Atlantic Division,
the Office ¢f the Chief of Engineers and the Office of the
Assistant Secretary of the Army for Civil Works. I would
appreclate your expeditious review of the ISOP and a response as
soon as poskible. ' .

Sincerely,

¥ Wt

oe R, Miller
Colonel, U.S. Army
Digtrict Engineer

Enclosure



