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DR. SMTH. Good evening, |adies and
gentlenmen. This neeting will now cone to
order.

| am Bo Smith, biologist with the planning
division for the Jacksonville District, U.S.
Arny Corps of Engineers.

I would Iike to welcone you to this
scoping neeting for the supplenental EIS, that
is Environmental |npact Statenment, for the
Tam ami Trail nodifications portions of the
Modi fied Waters Delivery to Evergl ades Nationa
Par k.

Thank you all for being here this
eveni ng.

The purpose of this neeting is to obtain
public input on the Suppl enental Environnental
| npact St atenent.

The authorized plan calls for sone
nodi fication of Tamiam Trail. However, the
exi sting culvert system was thought adequate to
pass the maxi mum desired vol ume of water

Addi tional analysis indicates that the
exi sting culverts are not adequate to do so.

Theref ore, other additional water
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conveyance nethods will be anal yzed.

This nmeeting is sponsored by the U S. Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers.

First, | would like to introduce
representatives fromthe U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers who are present tonight. Sitting
next to me, M. Martin Gonzal ez of our planning
division, Ms. Cheryl Urich of our project
managenent division, and M. Jim Baker al so of
our planning division.

We al so have several people in the
audi ence with the Corps | would like to
i ntroduce. M. Jon Mulding with our planning
di vi si on.

Jon, put your hand up.

Ms. Lois Obenchain with project
managenment. | don't see Lois in the room

Mary Arnot with our real estate division.

Mary is in the back of the room

John Simon with our office of counsel
and Jennifer Merritt with information
managenent .

| also don't think Jennifer is in the
room

We are here tonight to hear fromyou and
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to gather your input. W have a court reporter
to record the neeting. The transcript of this
nmeeting, together with all of the witten
statements, will be nade a part of the official
record.

If you did not fill out an attendance card
when you cane in, please raise your hand and
sonmeone fromny staff will give you one.

We would like a record of all of you
attending tonight. Please also indicate on the
card if you would Iike to speak.

If you would like to be put on the mailing
list to receive information about any
subsequent neetings, please check that box on
the form

This evening we will have three speakers
addressing specific issues regarding the
suppl enent to the 1992 final Environnental
| npact Statement on Modified Water Deliveries
to the Evergl ades National Park.

Qur first presenter will be Ms. Cheryl
Urich of our project managenent divi sion.

She will give an overview of the Mdified
Water Deliveries project.

Cheryl .
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MS. ULRICH: Good evening. Tonight we are
going to be talking primarily about Tam am
Trail, but | wanted to give you the bigger
pi cture view of the Mdified Water Delivery
project of which that is one piece of.

Qur presentation tonight, I amgoing to
di scuss the three pieces of the Mdified Water
Delivery project; the 8.5 Square Mle Area, the
conveyance and seepage control and, finally,
Tam ami Trail.

Next, Martin Gonzalez will follow ne and

gi ve you an idea what sonme of the prelimnary

alternatives -- | don't have the mke. Okay.
Thank you.
I have a | oud enough voice. | have two

m kes, but that is okay. W want it to be
recorded.

Martin Gonzalez will cone up after nme and
share with you sonme of the descriptions of the
prelimnary alternatives that we are | ooking
at .

| just want to reenphasize to you that
these are very, very prelimnary. W haven't
done any detail design yet on these. W wanted

to give you an idea of kind of the scope of
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what we are | ooking at and hear fromyou if you
have any better refinenments or inprovenents for
us.

And, then, finally, JimBaker will follow
up describing the overall NEPA process for
t hose of you who have not had the pleasure of
participating in this before.

The Modified Water Delivery project was
authorized in 1989. The prinmary purpose of
this project is to construct nodifications to
the CSF systemto inprove water deliveries into
Ever gl ades National Park and shall, to the
extent practicable, take steps to restore the
nat ural hydrol ogical conditions within the
par k.

Real quickly, the whole purpose of this
project is about novenent of water. \What we
are trying to do is nove sone of the water in
Wat er Conservation Area 3A through L-67A and C
into Water Conservation Area 3B underneath
Tam ami Trail into Northeast Shark River
Sl ough.

There's two nmitigation features to this
project. One is the Tigertail Canp here, along

Tam ami Trail. That portion of the project has
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been conpl eted and that famly, basically their
houses were at such a | ow el evation that when
we increased the water levels, we were going to
i mpact those hones. So we raised the elevation
of those honmes so that when we raise the water

| evel s they won't be inpacted.

Anot her critical mitigation feature that
you probably heard a | ot about is the 8.5
Square Mle Area down in this area

As far as you will hear ne tal king about
conveyance and seepage control, when | talk
about that, I'mtalking about these features up
here on L-67A and C and al so what we call the
356 punp station right in this area.

Okay. 8.5 Square Mle Area. If you have
been readi ng the papers, you probably have been
keeping up pretty well. We are in the mddle
of an Environnental |npact Statenent and
General Reevaluation Report for this mitigation
feature.

We have outlined nine different
alternatives and | ooked at themto a great
| evel of detail

This is before the South Florida Water

Managenent District governing board right now,
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and we are hoping next week they are going to
take the vote and select a locally preferred
alternative.

If that occurs, we will be preparing a
final General Reevaluation Report and
Suppl emrent al Environnental |npact Statenent.

That will then be sent out to the public and

the public will have a 30 day comment peri od.
We will sign a record of decision and we
will be ready to go out and start doing the

design and construction for that mtigation
pi ece.

The second mmjor effort within the
Modi fied Water Delivery project is the
conveyance and seepage control that | was
talking to you earlier about on the map.

VWere we are on this effort is we have
done very extensive nodelling using the two by
two nodel and we have | ooked at different
variations of those structures in the L-67A and
C canal and al so that seepage control

Precisely where we are is we found a
cheaper way to get the same kind of results for
t hat conveyance. However, the seepage contro

is so dependant on what happens in the 8.5
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Square Mle Area

So what we are going to do right nowis
wait and see if that vote occurs next week and
if it does occur, then we will know if the
water is going to be sent up to the north or if
it is going to be sent to the south.

Dependi ng on which direction that water is
being sent, that will inpact the size of that
seepage control

So we are kind of in a holding pattern
here to wait and see how 8.5 Square Mle Area
is resol ved.

Another thing that | want to give you a
heads up on is if that solution is found on the
8.5 Square Mle Area, what we are thinking
about doing is wapping this whole effort of
t he conveyance and seepage control features
into a nuch | arger operational Environnenta
| npact Statenment for the whole Mdified Water
Deliveries and C-111 projects.

Basically, we have the pieces. W know
what we want to construct to nobve the water.
Now we have to work out the operational schene
and how we are going to operate the whol e

systemto nove the water.
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That hasn't been decided yet. That is
just the heads up. So stay tuned for nore
detail on that.

Finally, what we are here to tal k about
tonight is the Tamianmi Trail. The whole reason
we are here is because we need a nodified
Tami am Trail in order to pass this design
flows into Northeast Shark River Slough

Tonight is the start of the whole
process. This is what we call a scoping
meeting in Corps |anguage. It is basically
li ke a kickoff nmeeting to informthe public of
what we are | ooking at and to hear fromyou on
any ideas that you might have, any issues that
you might have in terns of things that will be
i mpacti ng.

Tomorrow from9:00 to 11: 00 in the sane
room we are going to be having an agency
nmeeting. It is nore on a technical |evel, but
anyone is welcome to join us if you would like
to.

Ri ght now, our current schedule is to have
a draft report out on the street in November.

VWhen you sign in on these cards, it is

really inportant to us because that is how we
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get you on the mailing list so that you will be
getting copies of the docunents we are
prepari ng.

Anot her piece of this project is being
done by Evergl ades National Park and it has to
do with the |and acquisition in the expansion
area which is the land just south of Tam am
Trail that we are looking at. This is supposed
to be conpleted in the year 2000.

As far as up-to-the-date information, we
do have a public web site in the Jacksonville
District. \When you get on there, you will see
a whol e bunch of buttons on the |eft-hand
side. If you scroll down to the very bottom
two buttons, the first one is this MWD C 111
button. If you click on that, that will then
take you to nmuch nore information in terns of
the Tam am Trail, the Cape Sabl e Seaside
Sparrow, 8.5 Square Mle Area and the
conveyance and seepage control

Then there is al so another button just for
the sparrow alone if you are interested in
keepi ng up-to-date on that effort.

Now, Martin Gonzalez will be coming up to

talk to you about the project purpose and
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explain to you sonme of the prelininary
alternatives that we are | ooking at.

MR, GONZALEZ: Can everybody hear ne?

My nane is Martin Gonzalez. |'mthe study
manager for this effort. | have the overall
responsibility for the study document.

I would like to talk a little bit about
the project.

Basically, what we are doing is passing
flows. As Cheryl explained, this is one of the
components of Mbd WAaters. |In the attenpt to
get the water into the park, we have to
traverse the road.

When the 1992 GDM was done, it was thought
at that time that there was sufficient capacity
in the existing culvert and infrastructure to
pass those flows. Subsequent nodelling has
determ ned that not to be the case.

So this is our purpose, passing the waters
from Water Conservation Area 3B and the L-29
canal into the Northeast Shark River Sl ough.

Problem as | said alittle earlier, for
the existing drainage infrastructure is
i nadequate to pass the water in the required

timng, quantity and distribution.
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Al so, the additional volunme of start
required may result in higher water stages
al ong the L-29 canal and these will adversely
i mpact the existing roadway.

This is just a cross section of the
existing Trail. Here is the canal, road.

We have conme up so far with four
prelimnary alternatives.

The first one, nost logical, being to
rebuild the roadway al ong the existing
alignment and install four new bridges, which
will help accommpdate the increased fl ows.

The second one was to build a new roadway
to the north.

A third would be to build a new roadway to
t he sout h.

And the fourth is to | eave the roadway as
it is. In other words, not rebuild it.
Construct four new bridges and institute an
i ncreased mmi nt enance program

These are schematics that were done. W
just recently awarded the consulting contract
for this effort, and they have done a very good
job with the schematics, but as | said, it's

just been recent and we don't have a | ot of
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i nformation right now.

Al ternative one would rebuild the existing
roadway with four new bridges. The schematic
is pretty clear. Here is Tigertail Canp, 355A,
355B. This is the new-- well, this is the
exi sting roadway rebuilt.

Florida DOT requirements will increase the
roadway by about a foot or two.

We do not have a good feel for how we are
goi ng to handl e mai ntenance of traffic. The
| ogi cal assunption is to build this roadway,
rebuild it half at a tine, close off one |ane,
hal f the roadway, use the other half and the
shoul der, perhaps, as a two -- for traffic in
both directions. That is probably the nore
| ogi cal approach to take.

O course, the other alternative would be
to close off the roadway during construction
and provide alternative routes.

M5. LORION: Can | ask a question? How
long will it take to rebuild the roadway?

MR, GONZALEZ: | don't know. It will only
be Alligator Alley.

| need to continue the presentation. W

can answer questions |later.
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Al ternative two would be to build a new
roadway to the south and install four new
bri dges.

| believe nobst of this |and belongs to the
park. It's on park lands, and in building it
to the south and building a brand new roadway,
we elimnate the problem for the maintenance of
traffic. W just use the old highway.

Alternative three is to build a highway to
the north. This is going to be slightly north
of L-29 or we could incorporate L-29 design
It's unknown. We are not really sure.

This alternative to the north, the only
difference, we still need sone bridges, but we
woul d al so need a bridge to provide traffic,
busi ness traffic to the old Tam am Trail
That is also like an alternative right now. W
really don't have a good feel for how we are
going to do this.

Alternative four is -- this is an
al ternative whereby we | eave the roadway as it
is. In other words, the difference between
four and one is that we would not build the
roadway up the one or two required by Florida

DOT. We would build the bridges that we need
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in order to get the water through, but we would
al so institute an increased road mai ntenance
program to handl e any adverse inpacts to the
roadway, road bed.

We have identified right now several areas
of concern with our project. O course,
Tigertail Canp is |located on L-29 and we need
to make sure we don't adversely inpact the
resi dents there.

We have to deal with structures 355A and

We know that we will have effects to the
busi nesses south of the roadway, existing
r oadway.

We have to also consider and it's not
shown in the schematics, but part of the other
conponents for conveyance and seepage features
requires, as it stands now, three new weirs to
be installed on L-29 and we have to deal with
t hose.

O course, there is the existing traffic
construction detour alignnments, possible
i mppacts to wetlands when we build these.

We have the Evergl ades National Park |ands

whi ch border the road.
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We have to be concerned about hurricane
evacuation. | amnot quite sure. W have
heard that this road is designated an
evacuation route. | don't believe we have that
officially stated to us, but that is what our
understanding is.

We have to be concerned as in everything
we do in South Florida with conpatibility with
the Restudy or what is now known as the
Conpr ehensi ve Pl an

And that is the extent of ny
presentati on.

| now turn this over to Ji m Baker of
envi ronnent al

DR. SMTH: M. Baker is going to explain
the National Environnental Policy Act
procedure.

Jim

MR. BAKER: Good evening. Can you hear ne
okay?

Before we open up the neeting to your
comments tonight, | just wanted to nmake sure
t hat everybody knows why we are here.

We sonetinmes neglect to realize that

peopl e don't necessarily know.
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To put this into context, | would like to
talk briefly about our decision-meking process
and your role in that process.

This slide tal ks about NEPA requirenents.
So what does the National Environmental Policy
Act or NEPA require of the Corps of Engineers
to do when we are considering building a
proj ect?

NEPA requires that we give ful
consi deration to natural and cultural resources
and requires that we fully disclose our
deci si on- maki ng process to you, the public.

In order to do that, we prepare and | et
you review an Environnental |npact Statement or
comonly known as an EIS.

Slide two addresses the NEPA
deci si on-naki ng process. So what is the
process?

Well, first we describe the purpose and
need for doing sonething in the first place.
Then we try to figure out the alternative ways
to satisfy that need and Martin has tal ked
about that to a degree.

Then we conpare and contrast the nerits of

those alternatives, and finally we nake a
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deci si on on what alternative or comnbination of
alternatives best satisfies the need that we
are addressing in the first place.

Getting down to why we are here tonight.
Slide three addresses the role of the public in
t he deci si on-meki ng process. You will have a
chance to tell us what you think about what we
are trying to do at least three tines in the
process. The first is tonight. This is called
a public scoping neeting.

Second, after we draft the EI'S and
hopefully address all the issues that have
arisen. In that case, for this project, we
hope to have the draft out around Novenber or
Decenber of this year

The third time you will have a chance to
tell us what you think about the job we are
doing is when we prepare the final EIS.

The final EI'S, the purpose of it is to
take the comments that you all gave us on the
draft and respond to those comments and
finalize the overall docunent to fully address
everyt hing, hopefully, at that tine.

No decisions will be nade as to what

alternative to go with or conbination until we
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have gone through all of that.

Now, back to tonight. W are here tonight
to find out what you want us to address in the
EIS. O course, there are already a nunber of
i ssues that we know we need to discuss. Martin

hit on sone of those tonight. Obviously, it's

doubtful that we can think of everything. | am
sure you all will have good suggestions for
us.

So what we are doing here is asking you
what you want us to discuss in the upcomng EI'S
and hope to be talking with you all regularly
and for the next several nonths until we get
t hrough this process.

Thanks for your tine.

Now I'Il turn the floor over to Bo.

DR. SM TH. Thank you, Jim

At this time we would like to take your
statenments and conments relating to the
nodi ficati on of Tam ami Trail

This is your nmeeting and we invite your
active participation. | would ask that you
limt your remarks and presentations to this
speci fic action at hand.

In the interest of an orderly procedure,
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will call first on any U S. senators or
representatives if present.

There appear to be none present.

Any nmenbers of the state |egislature?

There appear to be none present.

Any elected officials of county governnent
wi Il now speak.

Next, | will call individuals who have
indicated their desire to speak in the order
that their request were received.

We ask that you limt your coments to
five mnutes.

| have a tinmer up here that | have never
used before but | have been assured -- | did
use it for about two minutes just before we
started -- that if | push this button when you
start, you will get four mnutes of green.
Green will show up on that light right up
t here.

VWhen you have one minute left, it wll
turn yellow and at the end of that minute it
will turn red and you will have this beeping
sound. Hold on. So please don't go beyond
five mnutes.

MR, RI CHARDSON: During the presentations

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
(305) 444-7331



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

one gentl eman indicated there would be an
opportunity to ask questions.

Typi cal ly, your comrent periods do not
al l ow questions. |It's a one-sided
presentati on.

Do we have an opportunity to address sone
guestions to you before we get into the coment
sessi on?

DR. SMTH: No. However, at the end of

the presentation all the staff nenbers will be
present.
MR, RICHARDSON: | would like the

guestions answered in public and not on an
i ndi vi dual one-on-one basis.

DR. SMTH: That is not the format for
this evening.

MR. RI CHARDSON: You get to select the
format?

DR. SMTH: Yes, sir

MR. RI CHARDSON: Very wel | .

DR. SM TH. Let us begin.

MR, GONZALEZ: First conment will be by
Ri cardo Munoz and he will be followed by Corena
Tigertail -Lamm

MR, MUNOZ: Good evening, |adies and
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gent | ermen.

My only concern here was about the
condemmation of land. | would like to be nore
specific. | amnot near Tam am Trail, so
think I will be very brief.

I just lost five acres at 64th and 207th
Avenue to Environnental Protection.

Right now, | amin the same situation with
10 acres down on 408th and near U S. 1.

My concern, again, is for nopst of the
people. |It's easy to have a plan being
condemed by the governnent and five years
|ater or three years later they want to create
a golf course or a residential neighborhood and
we |lost. The poor people |lose the nmoney that
they invested that work very hard and all of a
sudden they have a new condom ni um new gol f

course or whatever.

That was my only concern, but, again, I'm
not near Tam am Trail, but I'mjust down
bel ow.

Thank you very much for your tine.
MR, GONZALEZ: Corena Tigertail-Lanmto be
foll owed by Gene Duncan

Can you all hear ne okay?
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MS. TI GERTAIL-LAMM | have a concern on
nunber three for nmaking the road in the back of
our canp. | have a concern about that because
I don't want any highway in the back of ny
canp. That is the only concern | have.

DR. SMTH: Hold on a second. |'m having
troubl e hearing. Maybe it's just me. Are you
okay?

Let's have the speakers cone to this
speaker and | et ne nove.

Coul d you repeat your comrents?

MS. Tl GERTAI L- LAMM  Okay. | have a
concern about alternative nunmber three because
I don't want any road behind ny canps for
traffic.

DR. SM TH: Thank you.

MS. TI GERTAIL-LAMM  That is it.

DR, SMTH. WII| future speakers come to
t he podi um

MR. GONZALEZ: M. Cene Duncan to be
foll owed by M. Rick Persson.

MR. DUNCAN: Good eveni ng, Bo, again.

I was here last night and will be here
agai n tonorrow.

Gene Duncan for the M ccosukee Tri be.
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We have a coupl e of concerns.

The first thing | would like to nention is
that none of your maps show the Osceol a canp.
| assure you it does exist. |It's to the south
side of the Tamiam Trail and it appears to be
exactly where you plan to put one of the
roads.

I would request that in the future you at
| east | ocate the canp so we can see what the
i npacts are going to be under the requirenment
of full disclosure.

The inpacts to the Tigertail Canp have
al ready been nentioned by Corena. |[|f you
select the alternative that puts the road on
the north side of the canal, the Tigertail Canp
wi Il not have any privacy whatsoever with
traffic passing by there.

Having to travel that road everyday coning
back and forth to work, | can assure you there
is alot of traffic on that road. 1| have
pul l ed over fromtine to time to pick up
sonmet hing on the edge of the road and the cars
come whizzing by. It's very hard to even cross
that road there is that nuch traffic.

So you are going to have a big problem

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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with traffic controls and detours, but | want
you to be aware you have the Tigertail Canmp and
the Osceola Canp both of which are a concern to
the M ccosukee Tri be.

I'"m al so concerned about the |evel of
wat er that you say is going to be raised in the
L-29 canal. | would lIike to know what |evel of
wat er you anticipate under this new nodelling
scenari o.

Also | would like to know what the vol unme
of water that can pass through the culverts. |
understand just a few nonths ago you raised the
I evels in the canal to check and see physically
how much water could pass through the
culverts. W haven't been provided any of that
information. So we don't know how much wat er
can pass through the culverts and we yet don't
know how nmuch water you are planning to pass
t hrough those cul verts.

So it hasn't been denonstrated to us that
we need any of this additional, and none of
that was presented tonight. So we need to know
t hose ki nds of details.

['l'l say that from our perspective, we

would like to see Tamiami Trail on stilts. W

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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don't want to see the road acting as a
hydrol ogi c barrier fromthe Evergl ades to the
north to the Everglades to the south.

One of the alternatives you need to | ook
at is raising the road to constant passing
under. | don't know if you have been in
Loui siana, but 1-10 is on stilts. It doesn't
need to be that high, but that is really the
way we would like to see, one Evergl ades. Not
an Evergl ades to the north where you can shut
the gates and cause flooding to the north so
you can protect the park to the south. W want
one Everglades with all of the structures
renoved so that water can flow naturally.
Everybody suffers an equal anount or everybody
benefits an equal anount.

So | would just ask you to please take
into consideration the two Indian canps that
are out there and the fact that that road is
very heavily trafficked and it will cause major
di sruption if you back traffic up by closing
down one | ane.

So those are things you need to think
about .

Thank you very nuch.
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MR. GONZALEZ: M. Rick Persson to be
foll owed by Paul Rauschenpl at.

MR PERSSON:. Hi. M nane is Rick
Persson. |'mhere to represent the
recreational fishermen in Dade, Broward and
Col l'ier counti es.

Al the tinme | have been receiving
i nformati on on the Restudy and the Modified
Water Delivery plan | have not heard anyone say
anyt hi ng about the inpact these proposals will
have on recreational fishermen.

This canal, | don't know whether you plan
on filling this canal in. You said at one tine
you were going to put sonme weirs in. Nothing
has been sai d about the handling of that
portion of the canal

My understanding is that on the Restudy
pl an, that canal was supposed to be filled in.
So one plan tells us one thing. Another plan
tells us another.

We would like to get an overall picture of
what is going to happen to all of it.

These canals are the only fresh water
fishery available to us without having to

travel a hundred mles to Lake Ckeechobee.
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And during the periods of |low water if
these canals are all filled in, these fish are
going to go the sane way the Cape Seaside
Sparrow is going to go. They are going to be
dead because there is going to be no water

We go through periods of six to eight
nont hs drought. The Evergl ades dry up
Wt hout these canals, those fish have nowhere
to go.

Also, I'mnot sure if you people are aware
of the econom c inpact that fishernen have on
the South Florida area. But if you contact
John Fury, the gane biologist in the area, he
can tell you because he keeps records of the
nmoney spent by fishernen in the area. He can
also tell you that this area is one of the best
bass fishing areas in the state with a catch
rati o of over three tinmes that of what the rest
of the state has during these | ow water
peri ods.

It's also ny belief that South Florida
Wat er Managenment will |ose a great deal of its
flood control if any of these canals are filled
in.

The state won't stop people fromnoving to
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South Florida and builders will keep noving
further to the west in Dade and Broward
counties and further east from Fort Myers and
Napl es.

You have to provide water to these people
and you al so have to provide flood control as
Wi t nessed by Hurricane Irene.

Even with the canal systemthat we have in
pl ace, we had major flooding. First time -- |
have been here since 1939. First time |I have
seen a flood since 1949.

So | do believe that conprom ses can be
made to best serve all the interests in the
comunity.

We, the fishernmen, strongly believe in the
envi ronnent and conservation and want to be
considered in any plans in the future.

DR. SMTH. Thank you.

MR, GONZALEZ: Paul Rauschenpl at
foll owed --

MR, RAUSCHENPLAT: Rick pretty wel
covered what | had to say.

MR. GONZALEZ: You are Paul ?

Brian Scherf followed by Tinothy Lamm

MR. SCHERF: Hello, | am Brian Scherf of

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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the Florida Biodiversity Project.

I think the alternatives that were

presented here are grossly inadequate. 1In
fact, | would even go beyond that and say it's
pat heti c.

Here we are supposed to be tal king about
Evergl ades restoration and it seens |ike we are
involved in this process of, you know, the
| onest common denom nator theory of Evergl ades
restorati on where we see how | ow we can go

We start off with sonmething good like the
Sci ence Subgroup Report that tal ks about
deconpartnental i zati on and then we wind up with
sonmet hing where all we are tal king about is
where to place four dam bridges in here.

VWere is the visionary plans that we have
for Evergl ades restoration? \Were is
deconpartnental i zati on? Where is restoring
sheet fl ow

To sensitive wildlife, alnost nothing is
worse than a road. The U. S. Humane Soci ety
estimtes that alnost one mllion animals are
killed per day in the United States on roads
and hi ghways. They are the classic deathtrap

There are over 6,000 literature citations
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now t hat docunent the adverse effects of
r oads.

In the case of the Everglades, U S. 41

acts as a triple threat. It has an associ ated
| evee. It has an el evated roadbed, and it has
a canal. All barriers to the ecosystem

The road acts |ike a dam bl ocki ng sheet
flow. It alters natural vegetation patterns.

It acts as a corridor for the spread of exotics
and pollution. It causes fragnentation and
edge effects. It acts as a barrier to wildlife
movenments and acts as a nortality sink with
massi ve roadkil |

For exanpl e, the highest historical source
of nortality for the Florida panther is
roadki I | .

Cul verts and bridges can alter flow
patterns. It can block or restrict the passage
of fish, anphibians and reptiles.

NEPA requi res that agencies rigorously
expl ore and objectively evaluate all reasonable
alternatives.

Therefore, the Florida Biodiversity
Project strongly urges an alternative be added

that woul d evaluate raising the entire Tanm am
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Trail and renoving the L-29 | evee through the
Ever gl ades.

The Tam am Trail should al so be raised
through Big Cypress National Preserve and
Fakahat chee Strand State Preserve.

The Restudy draft EI'S vigorously

recommended renoving the L-29 | evee and raising

the Tam ami Trail.

Therefore, analyzing this alternative is
entirely reasonabl e.

The road bed shoul d be raised
approxi mately seven to eight feet to allow
passage of wildlife and the reduced shadi ng
effects.

In regards to Mod Waters, the existing
road bed can't handle the restored that may be
needed and with the road bed el evated there
woul d be no need for the S-355's. Therefore,
these structures would be ripped out.

As far as economi c concerns, nost
opposition for raising the entire Tam am
Trail, nost people would say that the cost
woul d be excessive, but the construction cost
could be largely offset with a substantia

toll.
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For exanple, the Florida turnpi ke costs
$6.50 to go from Fort Lauderdale for Fort
Pierce for just 100 mles. A toll of $5.00
could be instituted with annual passes for

residents.

For exanple, the recently constructed rest

area, recreation area at |-75 cost a whoppi ng
40 million dollars, which is a scandal in
itself.

New t echni ques of nodul ar construction
coul d reduce construction costs. One urban
i nterchange, for exanple, can cost a hundred
mllion dollars. W have built the overseas
hi ghway. We have built the Chesapeake Bay
bridge in total. W have constructed I-12,
Interstate 12 in Louisiana as a viaduct over
t he bayou swanps. Surely, we can raise the
Tam ami Trail all the way

VWere is the vision?

Just to sumup the recomendati ons: One

is include an alternative to raise the ful

Il ength of the Tamianmi Trail, to renopve the L-29

t hrough the Evergl ades, Big Cypress and

Fakahat chee.

Nurmber two, fully analyze direct, indirect
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and cunul ative effects of each alternative

Nunber three, there should be a ful

hydr ol ogi cal analysis of raising U S. 41.

Nunber four, the Fish and WIldlife Service

and the National Park Service should be

desi gnat ed and cooperati ng agencies

preparing this draft EIS.

in

There should be full consultation with

rel evant agenci es as required by NEPA and the

Endanger ed Speci es Act.

Nunmber six, we should conpile historica

statistics for roadkills for 1-75 and U. S. 41.

And nunber seven, a request that we

rel ease a scoping report to the public and the

agencies on the different scoping alternatives

and the informati on gathered.
Thank you very much.

DR. SMTH. Thank you.

MR, GONZALEZ: M. Tinothy Lammto be

foll owed by Joette Lorion.

MR LAMM Hi. M nane is Tinothy Lamm

I work for the M ccosukee Tri be.

al so

married a M ccosukee Indian Tigertail Canp.

My concerns are basically that

really need that road to be there.

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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make it a bridge the whole way. The water was
flowi ng way before the roads were there and the
| evees were there or the canals were there.

The inpact you are doing, basically
creating nore of an inpact adding nore bridges,
derailing the water to flow where you wish to
put it, but not allowing nature to set its own
course. The water flowed before we cane. It
will flow again.

Just directing and channeling the water
into certain areas is not going to -- all you
are creating is another inpact for the next
board to step up and address that issue.

I'm al so concerned about the Tigertali
Canp because | do live there and | married into
it. So | don't want that Tiger Canp to be
noved or washed away.

| am al so probably concerned about many of
t he busi nesses along Tam ami Trail because | do
live there and |I'm sure they are just as
concerned as the rest of us.

Thank you.

DR. SMTH. Thank you.

MR. GONZALEZ: Joette Lorion followed by

Lena -- | can't nmke out the second nane --

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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Tigertail .

MS. LORION: Good evening. | will |eave
all the technical stuff to Gene. He knows it
much better than | do about this issue.

I did want to comment, though, on what
Cheryl said. She said, I'"'mgoing to give you a
bi gger picture of Mbd Waters that this is a
part of, and | agree with that, and | al so
believe that the Mddified Waters project has
been i nmproperly segnented into three SEIS s so
t hat people do not see the full picture, and in
fact, 40 CFR 1508. 25, connected actions which
are closely related should be examined in a
si ngl e Environnental |npact Statenent.

Part of the problemyou are having is that
people don't see -- they only see their inpact
of what they are doing on the 8.5 or this
i mpact on Tamiam Trail and nobody is | ooking
at the full inpact.

It concerns ne greatly that you say your
final EIS will be done April 2001 and then you
are going to do sone kind of conbined
operational EIS that is what this should be,
and how in the world are you ever going to neet

t he Decenber 31st, 2003 deadline in the

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
(305) 444-7331



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

38

bi ol ogi cal opinion in the way you are going
right now | don't believe you can

The Modified Water Deliveries project is
critical to restoring the central Evergl ades,
protecting the Tribe's |l and, to nmany endangered
speci es.

I just, for the life of ne, don't see how
you are ever going to neet that already del ayed
deadline in the manner in which you are going
unl ess you sonehow conbi ne all these actions.

The Water Managenent District next week
may pick sonmething that is uninplenentabl e that
adversely inpacts whatever you are trying to do
on Tamiam Trail and it's because nobody is
getting the big picture.

Some people in this roomthink we are
trying to do the Conprehensive Evergl ades
Restoration project and the Mdified Water
Del i veries project.

That is not what Congress told you to do.
Congress told you, restore Shark River Slough
to the extent practicable. They didn't tel
you to do conplete restoration.

That is a huge Restudy, SER project that

is going to be going on for 30 years. This is
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a project that is supposed to already be
fini shed.

I would just like to end by reading into
the record again, and before | say that, you
al so have a unique responsibility to the
M ccosukee Tribe and to the native Anericans in
this roomto protect their resources. You have
the Tigertails that could be adversely
i npacted. They have al ready been inpacted
once. The GOsceol as.

It's very inportant to consult with them
and with the Tribe and to make sure that you
are not going to adversely inpact them

But getting back to Mod Waters, | would
like to, again, read into the record a case,
Nader versus FCC, 520 F2d 182, because Md
Wat ers has been going on for 10 years and it is
destroying the Evergl ades not having it done.

So | would like to read sonmething from
this case. Nine years should be enough tine
for any agency to deci de al nost any issue.
There cones a point when relegating issues to
proceedi ngs that go on wi thout conclusion in
any kind of reasonable tine frame is tantanount

to refusing to address the issues at all and
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the result is a denial of justice. W nust do
so, again, in the strongest terns for we
foresee the breakdown of the regul atory process
if the public and the regulated carriers nust
wait as long as 10 years to have inportant

i ssues deci ded.

I think that there has been a denial of
justice to the Evergl ades by what is going on.
There is certainly a denial of justice to the
M ccosukee Tribe and the other native Anericans
in this room

Thank you.

DR. SM TH. Thank you.

MR, GONZALEZ: Lena Tigertail to be
foll owed by M ke Richardson who is the |ast
card that | have

MS. TI GERTAI L- LAMM My grandnot her has
the sane concerns as | do.

MR. GONZALEZ: |Is she your grandnother?

M5. TI GERTAIL-LAMM  Yes. She is here.

MR. GONZALEZ: Last card | have is for
M. M ke Richardson

MR. RI CHARDSON: Good eveni ng.

As you stated, ny name is M ke

Ri char dson. I work for the First National Bank

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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of Homestead. Qur nmain office is at 1550 North
Krome Avenue in Honmestead, the City of
Honmest ead.

As you gathered fromny earlier coments,
| ama little distressed about your
unwi | I i ngness to address questions on this
issue in a public forumso that it is on the
record and so that everybody has the sane
informati on to deal with.

I found your briefing about the
alternatives basically quite superficial. |
understand you are early in the planning
process. You don't have a | ot of the details
yet, but there is a lot of missing informtion
here that could have been presented as to what
happens to the L-29 | evee, what happens to the
L-29 canal, what happens to the Tam am Trai
once you build these other alternative routes.
There was just a |ot of obvious questions and
you are unwilling to answer themand |I'm sorry
for that.

A coupl e of issues that do junp out,
however, if the issue is to nove nore water
into the Northeast Shark River Slough and one

of the proposals that do that is to put
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additional bridges across the Tanmiam Trail
your alternative to build the road to the north
side of the L-29 doesn't seemto acconplish

t hat .

You put in five bridges but all they are
doing is link each along the levee. There is
no additional water flow into Northeast Shark
Ri ver Slough. M assunption is you are |eaving
the existing roadway in place. You inferred
t hat when you tal ked about providing a bridge
to the commercial operations that will renmain
on the south side of the canal

There is an obvious gap there. | don't
see how you are getting nore water south.

As the central core issue that |'mhere to
talk to, Joette nentioned the fact that we
recogni ze this is a part of the overal
Modi fi ed Waters program and consistently the
Homest ead agricultural community has asked you
agai n and again and agai n and agai n and again
to make sure that when you increase the water
flows in the Shark River Slough that it wll
not inpact the water levels and the water
tables in the South Dade agricultural areas and

put our farm ng community out of business.
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Cheryl, you heard ne tal k nunerous tines.
We are not just concerned about above ground
water flooding. It's a matter of lifting the
water tables into the rip zones of the plants
that will kill off our industry and | would
i ke sonme assurances as you deal with this
particul ar el ement of Mdd Waters that you are
continuing to |l ook at the downstream i npacts
and ensure that you will not destroy our
agricul tural economy.

Thank you very much.

DR. SM TH. Thank you.

Woul d anybody |ike to speak that did not

fill out a card?
MR, FARACE: | would like to say
somet hi ng.

DR. SMTH. Would you give your nane and
address, sir?

MR. FARACE: |'m Richard Farace at
Ever gl ades Safari .

I m concerned about building a road to the
north or to the south of us would wi pe out al
t he busi nesses on the Trail, but getting back
to maki ng sonething sinpler, and I don't know

if you did a study on those 19 culverts that

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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are in, existing right now, that they are al
pretty well blocked up, and going south of
those culverts, basically they are bl ocked up

So maybe the first thing we could do is to
clean out all those culverts and to get the
water to flow further south and maybe t hat
m ght be enough to where we don't have to do
anything else. So | think that m ght be a
sinpler programjust to do that and see if it
works, and that is basically it, you know,
because in that area and | know sonme of the
culverts are plugged up and the water can't
fl ow through there.

So the studies that you have done so far
maybe that is the problem Just needs to be
cl eaned up and get the canals to be
strai ghtened out.

That is basically it.

DR. SMTH:  Anyone el se?

MR. RAUSCHENPLAT: | would like to pick up
my time that | left earlier.

DR. SMTH. Wuld you state your nane
again, sir?

MR. RAUSCHENPLAT: M nane is Pau

Rauschenpl at .
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| am a bass fisherman. [|'ma resident of
Dade County since 1953.

I don't like what is going on in Dade
County right nowwith the water. |'m about to
be an ex-president, but the gentlenan that just
spoke right now about clearing out the culverts
and the area south of the culverts, if they
were cleaned out just half as well as they
cl eaned out the lily pads on L-29A they took
out all the vegetation. It killed everything
in that canal practically with weed killers and
so forth. You know, it's nothing. They can
get water to nove, but you can't get water to
nmove uphill and south of the Trail, it's
uphill, but | guess that is not spending enough
noney. That is not bringing in enough big
bul | dozers and big earth noving equi pment to do
t he j ob.

Just go in there and do the gradi ng work
and the clearing work and you probably have al
the water you need down in Shark River Sl ough.

I don't know. | just don't like what is
going on with this. It just seens like a |ot
of taxpayer's noney that is being spent to

protect the National Park Service's desires for
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a pristine area. They have their land. They
have grown and added nore to it and now t hey
want to get everything around it and
surrounding it and nmake it to their liking. |
don't think that is quite right.

It's property that belongs to the people
and the people have a right to get access to
it.

I can foresee what you are going to do and
you are going to raise the Tamiam Trail, make
it like 1-10 or 1-12 in Louisiana. You are
probably going to make an overhead tunne
surrounded by gates or fencing.

Al'l you can do is drive across. You are
not going to have any recreation area. You are
not going to have any access to the canal by
fishernmen such as nyself, such as nmany ot her
fishernen that aren't here today that do spend
a lot of noney.

I just bought a new boat. A bunch of

taxes went into that boat. | put a |ot of
gasoline in the boat. | pay a |lot of gasoline
taxes. | pay registration fees for the boat,

for the truck that pulls the boat, and | think

I would like to get a little sonething nore for
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ny noney than a tunnel up in the air to nove
traffic.

And that is about all. | amjust getting
alittle disgusted with what is going on in
there.

Thank you.

DR. SM TH: Thank you, sir

Anyone el se who would like to nmake a
conment ?

The record will renmain open through June
21st, 2000 for those who desire to submit a
witten statenent to be included with the
record of this public neeting.

The witten statement should be nmailed to
the District Engineer, US. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, Post O fice Box 4970, Jacksonville
Fl orida, 32232-0019.

If you didn't get that address, |'Il be
happy to -- just cone up and ask ne
af t erwar ds.

Handouts and fact sheets are avail able on
the table in the back

Thi s concl udes our neeting.

Thank you very much.

As | said earlier, a nunber of our staff

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
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are here. We will be happy to answer
guestions. Stay as long as you w sh. Thank
you.

(Thereupon, the hearing was concl uded at

7:30 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

STATE OF FLORI DA

COUNTY OF DADE

I, MARY G STEPHENSON, Notary Public,
do hereby certify that | was authorized to and
di d stenographically report the foregoing
proceedi ngs and that the transcript is a true
and correct transcription of my stenotype notes

of the proceedi ngs.

Dated this 26th day of June, 2000.

MARY G STEPHENSON

TAYLOR REESE and ASSOCI ATES
(305) 444-7331



