SECTION 9

RECOMMENDATIONS

I recommend that the Central and Southern Florida Project be modified to allow for improved water deliveries to Everglades National Park in accordance with the 1996 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA ’96).  The Central and Southern Florida Project was previously authorized for modification in the May 1994 Canal 111 (C-111) Integrated General Reevaluation Report and Impact Statement.  WRDA ’96 authorized and provided new authorities to the C-111 Project.  These authorities included a 50 percent Federal and 50 percent non-Federal cost share as well as gave the Secretary of Army the discretion to address water quality essential to Everglades restoration.  The estimated Federal cost is $117,734,900 and the estimated non-Federal cost is $117,734,900.

The above recommendations are made with the provision that prior to project implementation, the non-Federal sponsor shall enter into a binding agreement with the Secretary of the Army to perform the following items of local cooperation as required in the 1968 Flood Control Act and Water Resources Development Act of 1996.  This is to be accomplished with an amendment to the already existing Project Cooperation Agreement for the C-111 Project, and shall include:

a. Participation in 50/50 cost share for total project cost, including land acquisition. Project costs incurred after completion of the May 1994 GRR are subject to the 50/50 cost share.  As determined by the Secretary, credit will be given to the sponsor for lands, needed for project purposes, purchased prior to completion of the May 1994 GRR. The Department of Interior is to pay for 25 percent of the costs of acquiring portions of the Frog Pond and Rocky Glades that are required for project purposes.

b. With appropriate jurisdiction, construct and thereafter maintain such canal facilities and other water control appurtenances as are necessary to realize the benefits from the improvements;

c. Assume 50 percent of the cost of construction of all non-Federal highway bridges, relocation of existing non-Federal highway bridges and alteration of utilities and other improvements except railroads, incident to construction of the project.

d. Hold and save the United States free from damages due to the construction, operation, and maintenance of the project works;

e. Participate in the National Flood Insurance Program and other applicable Federal flood plain management programs;

f. Provide guidance and leadership to prevent unwise future development in the flood plain;

g. Assume financial responsibility for all costs incurred in cleanup of hazardous materials located on project lands covered under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), for which no cost sharing credit shall be given, and operate, maintain, repair, replace, and rehabilitate the project in a manner so that liability will not arise under (CERCLA);

h. Operate and maintain the pumping stations, levees, canals, and other appurtenant works herein, after completion of construction for flood control, navigation, and backpumping and delivery of water to Everglades National Park, the agricultural area, and urban areas, in accordance with regulations approved by the Secretary of the Army.  The Federal government, however, would reimburse local interests 60 percent of the annual pumping cost, including fuel lubricants, proportional depreciation and repairs, and operating labor for all pump stations.  All other operation and maintenance costs of the project will be borne by local interests.

The recommendations contained herein reflect the information available at this time and current Departmental policies governing formulation of individual projects.  They do not reflect program and budgeting priorities inherent in the formulation of a national Civil Works construction program nor the perspective of higher review levels within the Executive Branch.  Consequently, the recommendations may be modified before they are transmitted to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) as proposal is for implementation funding.  However, prior to transmittal to the OMB, the sponsor, the State, interested Federal agencies, and other parties will be advised of any modifications and will be afforded an opportunity to comment further.
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