






























UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
 

SEA TURTLE AND SMALLTOOTH SAWFISH CONSTRUCTION CONDITIONS 
 

The permittee shall comply with the following protected species construction conditions: 
 

a. The permittee shall instruct all personnel associated with the project of the potential presence of 
these species and the need to avoid collisions with sea turtles and smalltooth sawfish.  All 
construction personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of 
these species.  

 
b. The permittee shall advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for 

harming, harassing, or killing sea turtles or smalltooth sawfish, which are protected under the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973. 

 
c. Siltation barriers shall be made of material in which a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish cannot 

become entangled, be properly secured, and be regularly monitored to avoid protected species 
entrapment.  Barriers may not block sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish entry to or exit from 
designated critical habitat without prior agreement from the National Marine Fisheries Service’s 
Protected Resources Division, St. Petersburg, Florida. 

 
d. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at “no wake/idle” speeds at all 

times while in the construction area and while in water depths where the draft of the vessel 
provides less than a four-foot clearance from the bottom.  All vessels will preferentially follow 
deep-water routes (e.g., marked channels) whenever possible. 

 
e. If a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is seen within 100 yards of the active daily 

construction/dredging operation or vessel movement, all appropriate precautions shall be 
implemented to ensure its protection.  These precautions shall include cessation of operation of 
any moving equipment closer than 50 feet of a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish.  Operation of any 
mechanical construction equipment shall cease immediately if a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish is 
seen within a 50-ft radius of the equipment.  Activities may not resume until the protected species 
has departed the project area of its own volition. 

 
f. Any collision with and/or injury to a sea turtle or smalltooth sawfish shall be reported 

immediately to the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Protected Resources Division (727-824-
5312) and the local authorized sea turtle stranding/rescue organization. 

 
g. Any special construction conditions, required of your specific project, outside these general 

conditions, if applicable, will be addressed in the primary consultation. 
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 STANDARD MANATEE CONDITIONS FOR IN-WATER WORK  

2011  

The Permittee shall comply with the following conditions intended to protect manatees from direct 
project effects:  

a. All personnel associated with the project shall be instructed about the presence of manatees and 
manatee speed zones, and the need to avoid collisions with and injury to manatees. The Permittee shall 
advise all construction personnel that there are civil and criminal penalties for harming, harassing, or 
killing manatees which are protected under the Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered Species 
Act, and the Florida Manatee Sanctuary Act.  

b. All vessels associated with the construction project shall operate at "Idle Speed/No Wake” at all times 
while in the immediate area and while in water where the draft of the vessel provides less than a 
four-foot clearance from the bottom.  All vessels will follow routes of deep water whenever possible.  

c. Siltation or turbidity barriers shall be made of material in which manatees cannot become entangled, 
shall be properly secured, and shall be regularly monitored to avoid manatee entanglement or 
entrapment. Barriers must not impede manatee movement.  

d. All on-site project personnel are responsible for observing water-related activities for the presence of 
manatee(s).  All in-water operations, including vessels, must be shutdown if a manatee(s) comes within 
50 feet of the operation.  Activities will not resume until the manatee(s) has moved beyond the 50-foot 
radius of the project operation, or until 30 minutes elapses if the manatee(s) has not reappeared within 50 
feet of the operation. Animals must not be herded away or harassed into leaving.  

e. Any collision with or injury to a manatee shall be reported immediately to the Florida Fish and 
Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) Hotline at 1-888-404-3922.  Collision and/or injury should 
also be reported to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in Jacksonville (1-904-731-3336) for north Florida 
or in Vero Beach (1-772-562-3909) for south Florida, and emailed to FWC at 
ImperiledSpecies@myFWC.com.  

f. Temporary signs concerning manatees shall be posted prior to and during all in-water project 
activities.  All signs are to be removed by the Permittee upon completion of the project. Temporary 
signs that have already been approved for this use by the FWC must be used. One sign which reads 
Caution: Boaters must be posted. A second sign measuring at least 8½ " by 11" explaining the 
requirements for “Idle Speed/No Wake” and the shut down of in-water operations must be posted in a 
location prominently visible to all personnel engaged in water-related activities.  These signs can be 
viewed at http://www.myfwc.com/WILDLIFEHABITATS/manatee_sign_vendors.htm. Questions 
concerning these signs can be forwarded to the email address listed above.  
 



  



Regional General Permit SAJ-20 
Appendix 1. 
 
Appendix 1: Noise restriction zones in smalltooth sawfish critical habitat. 
Name Latitude Longitude 
U.S. 41 Bridges 
US 41 NW 26.660413° -81.885243° 
US 41 NE 26.666827° -81.872966° 
US 41 SW 26.642991° -81.873880° 
US 41 SE 26.649405° -81.861605° 
Iona Cove 
IC NW 26.521437° -81.991586° 
IC  NE 26.521212° -81.976191° 
IC SW 26.511762° -81.991762° 
IC SE 26.511537° -81.976368° 
Glover Bight 
GB NW 26.542971° -81.997791° 
GB  NE 26.542678° -81.977745° 
GB SW 26.529478° -81.998035° 
GB SE 26.529185° -81.977992° 
Cape Coral 
CC 1 26.551662° -81.947412° 
CC 2 26.551561° -81.940683° 
CC 3 26.539075° -81.940916° 
CC 4 26.539205° -81.951049° 
CC 5 26.542181° -81.951047° 
CC 6 26.542133° -81.947776° 
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     Appendix 2: U.S. 41 Bridges with very small juvenile sawfish encounters 
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    Appendix 3: Iona Cove with very small juvenile sawfish encounters 
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    Appendix 4: Glove Bight with very small juvenile sawfish encounters 
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    Appendix 5: Cape Coral Canals with very small juvenile sawfish encounters 
 
 



Dock Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures 
Constructed in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation (SAV), Marsh or Mangrove Habitat 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service 
August 2001 

 
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation: 
 
1.  Avoidance.  The pier shall be aligned so as to minimize the size of the footprint over SAV beds. 
 
2.  The height of pier shall be a minimum of 5 feet above MHW/OHW as measured from the top surface of the decking.  
 
3.  The width of the pier is limited to a maximum of 4 feet.  A turnaround area is allowed for piers greater than 200 feet 
in length.  The turnaround is limited to a section of the pier no more than 10 feet in length and no more than 6 feet in 
width.  The turnaround shall be located at the midpoint of the pier. 
 
4.  Over-SAV bed portions of the pier shall be oriented in a north-south orientation to the maximum extent that is 
practicable. 
 
5. a.  If possible, terminal platforms shall be placed in deep water, waterward of SAV beds or in an area devoid of SAV 
beds. 
 
   b.  If a terminal platform is placed over SAV areas and constructed of grated decking, the total size of the platform shall 
be limited to 160 square feet.  The grated deck material shall conform to the specifications stipulated below.  The 
configuration of the platform shall be a maximum of 8 feet by 20 feet.  A minimum of 5 feet by 20 feet shall conform to 
the 5-foot height requirement; a 3 feet by 20 feet section may be placed 3 feet above MHW to facilitate boat access.  The 
long axis of the platform should be aligned in a north-south direction to the maximum extent that is practicable. 
 
   c.  If the terminal platform is placed over SAV areas and constructed of planks, the total size of the platform shall be 
limited to 120 square feet.  The configuration of the platform shall be a maximum of 6 feet by 20 feet of which a 
minimum 4-foot wide by 20-foot long section shall conform to the 5-foot height requirement.  A  section may be placed 3 
feet above MHW to facilitate boat access.  The 3 feet above MHW section shall be cantilevered.  The long axis of the 
platform should be aligned in a north-south direction to the maximum extent that is practicable.  If the 3feet above MHW 
section is constructed with grating material, it may be 3 feet wide. 
 
6.  One uncovered boat  lift area is allowed.  A narrow catwalk (2 feet wide if planks are used, 3 feet wide if grating is 
used ) may be added to facilitate boat maintenance along the outboard side of the boat lift and a 4-foot wide walkway 
may be added along the stern end of the boat lift, provided all such walkways are elevated 5 feet above MHW.  The 
catwalk shall be cantilevered from the outboard mooring pilings (spaced no closer than 10 feet apart). 
 
7.  Pilings shall be installed in a manner which will not result in the formation of sedimentary deposits("donuts" or 
"halos") around the newly installed pilings.  Pile driving is the preferred method of installation, but jetting with a low 
pressure pump may be used. 
 
8.  The spacing of pilings through SAV beds shall be a minimum of 10 feet on center. 
 
9.  The gaps between deckboards shall be a minimum of ½ inch. 
 
 
 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers Section modified in October 2002 to add an additional vendor of materials. 
     February 2003 -Vendor name changed from ChemGrate to FiberGrate 



Marsh:                    
 
1.  The structure shall be aligned so as to have the smallest over-marsh footprint as practicable. 
 
2.  The over-marsh portion of the dock shall be elevated to at least 4 feet above the marsh floor.   
 
3.  The width of the dock is limited to a maximum of 4 feet.  Any exceptions to the width must be accompanied by an 
equal increase in height requirement.  
 
 
Mangroves. 
 
1.  The width of the dock is limited to a maximum of 4 feet. 
 
2.  Mangrove clearing is restricted to the width of the pier.   
 
3.  The location and alignment of the pier should be through the narrowest area of the mangrove fringe. 
 

 
 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers 
 
 
The following information does not constitute a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers endorsement or advertisement for 
any particular provider and is provided only as an example for those interested in obtaining these materials for dock 
construction.  A type of fiberglass grate panel is manufactured by SeaSafe (Lafayette, LA; phone: 1-800-326-8842) 
and FiberGrate (1-800-527-4043).  Plastic grate panels are also available from Southern Pine Lumber Company 
(Stuart, FL; phone: 772-692-2300).  Panels are available in a variety of sizes and thicknesses.  For safety, the grate 
should contain an anti-slip texture which is integrally molded into the top surface.  The manufacturer or local 
distributor should be consulted to ensure that the load-bearing capacity of the selected product is sufficient to support 
the intended purpose.  Contact the manufacturer(s) for product specifications and a list of regional distributors. 
 

Grid Specifications and Suppliers Section modified in October 2002 to add an additional vendor of materials. 
     February 2003 -Vendor name changed from ChemGrate to FiberGrate 



Key1 for Construction Conditions for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed 
in or Over Johnson’s Seagrass (Halophila johnsonii) 

National Marine Fisheries Service/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
October 2002 

 
1a.  The construction site is within the known range of Johnson’s seagrass occurrence (Sebastian Inlet 

to central Biscayne Bay in the lagoonal systems on the east coast of Florida).  Go to 2. 
  
1b.  The construction site is not within the known range of Johnson’s seagrass occurrence but 

submerged aquatic vegetation (SAV) is present at the site.  Use “Dock Construction Guidelines in 
Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed in or over Submerged Aquatic 
Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine 
Fisheries Service, August 2001. 

 
1c.  The construction site is not within the range of Johnson’s seagrass and SAV is not present at the 

site: No construction conditions for SAV are necessary. 
 
2a.  Seagrass survey for Johnson’s seagrass is performed at the proposed site during the April 1 – 

August 31 growing season.  Go to 3. 
 
2b.  No survey for Johnson’s seagrass is performed at the proposed site during the growing season, or a 

survey is performed at the proposed site but is outside of the growing season.  Go to 4. 
 

3a.  Johnson’s seagrass is present at the proposed construction site.  Go to 5. 
 
3b.  Johnson’s seagrass is not present at the proposed construction site.  Go to 6. 
 
4a.  The construction is in an area designated by the National Marine Fisheries Service - Protected 

Resources Division (NMFS-PRD) as critical habitat2 for Johnson’s seagrass.  Use “Dock 
Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed in or over 
Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service, August 2001, except that light-transmitting 
materials2 (LTMs) shall comprise 100% of all pedestrian surfaces waterward of the mean low 
water (MLW) line. 

 
4b.  The construction is not in an area designated by NMFS-PRD as critical habitat for Johnson’s 

seagrass.  Use “Dock Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures 
Constructed in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service, August 2001, except that LTMs shall 
comprise at least 75% of all pedestrian surfaces waterward of the MLW line and a minimum 1-
inch spacing shall be maintained between all wooden deckboards used waterward of the MLW 
line. 

 
5a.  The construction is in an area designated by NMFS-PRD as critical habitat for Johnson’s seagrass.  

Use “Dock Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed 
in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service, August 2001, except that LTMs shall comprise at 
least 75% of all pedestrian surfaces waterward of the MLW line and a minimum 1-inch spacing 
shall be maintained between all wooden deckboards used waterward of the MLW line. 

 
5b.  The construction is not in an area designated by NMFS-PRD as critical habitat for Johnson’s 

seagrass.  Use “Dock Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures 
Constructed in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service, August 2001, except that all pedestrian 
surfaces directly over Johnson’s seagrass areas shall be constructed of LTMs and a minimum 

This key was modified in October 2002 to change the percent light transmittance requirement of the grids from 
46 to 43 as stipulated in Note #3 . 



1-inch spacing shall be maintained between all wooden deckboards used waterward of the 
MLW line. 

 
6a.  The construction is in an area designated by NMFS-PRD as critical habitat for Johnson’s seagrass.  

Use “Dock Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed 
in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service, August 2001, except that a minimum 1-inch 
spacing shall be maintained between all wooden deckboards used waterward of the MLW line. 

 
6b.  The construction is not in an area designated by NMFS as critical habitat for Johnson’s seagrass.    

Go to 7 
 
7a.  SAV other than Johnson’s seagrass is present at the site.  Use “Dock Construction Guidelines in 

Florida for Docks or Other Minor Structures Constructed in or over Submerged Aquatic 
Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat” - U.S. Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine 
Fisheries Service, August 2001. 

 
7b.  No SAV present.  No construction conditions for SAV are necessary. 
 
 

Notes:  
 
1.  This key is meant to complement but not supersede the “Dock Construction Guidelines in Florida for Docks or 
Other Minor Structures Constructed in or over Submerged Aquatic Vegetation, Marsh or Mangrove Habitat - U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers/National Marine Fisheries Service, August 2001.  Docks incorporating light-transmitting 
materials shall not exceed the dimensions recommended in the Guidelines. 
 
2.  Federal Register 65 FR 17786, April 5, 2000, Designation of critical habitat for Johnson’s seagrass. 
 
3.  Light-transmitting materials are made of various materials shaped in the form of grids, grates, lattices, etc., to allow 
the passage of light through the open spaces.  All light-transmitting materials used for dock construction in the 
known range of Johnson’s seagrass shall have a minimum of forty-three (43) percent open space. 
 
 
 

This key was modified in October 2002 to change the percent light transmittance requirement of the grids from 
46 to 43 as stipulated in Note #3 . 



Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures  
and Reporting for Mariners 

NOAA Fisheries Service, Southeast Region 
 
 
Background 
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has determined that collisions with vessels can 
injure or kill protected species (e.g., endangered and threatened species, and marine mammals).  
The following standard measures should be implemented to reduce the risk associated with 
vessel strikes or disturbance of these protected species to discountable levels.  NMFS should be 
contacted to identify any additional conservation and recovery issues of concern, and to assist in 
the development of measures that may be necessary.   
 
Protected Species Identification Training  
Vessel crews should use an Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico reference guide that helps identify 
protected species that might be encountered in U.S. waters of the Atlantic Ocean, including the 
Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico.  Additional training should be provided regarding 
information and resources available regarding federal laws and regulations for protected species, 
ship strike information, critical habitat, migratory routes and seasonal abundance, and recent 
sightings of protected species.   
 
Vessel Strike Avoidance 
In order to avoid causing injury or death to marine mammals and sea turtles the following 
measures should be taken when consistent with safe navigation: 
 

1. Vessel operators and crews should maintain a vigilant watch for marine mammals and 
sea turtles to avoid striking sighted protected species. 

 
2. When whales are sighted, maintain a distance of 100 yards or greater between the whale 

and the vessel.   
 

3. When sea turtles or small cetaceans are sighted, attempt to maintain a distance of 50 
yards or greater between the animal and the vessel whenever possible. 

 
4. When small cetaceans are sighted while a vessel is underway (e.g., bow-riding), attempt 

to remain parallel to the animal’s course.  Avoid excessive speed or abrupt changes in 
direction until the cetacean has left the area. 

 
5. Reduce vessel speed to 10 knots or less when mother/calf pairs, groups, or large 

assemblages of cetaceans are observed near an underway vessel, when safety permits.  A 
single cetacean at the surface may indicate the presence of submerged animals in the 
vicinity; therefore, prudent precautionary measures should always be exercised.  The 
vessel should attempt to route around the animals, maintaining a minimum distance of 
100 yards whenever possible. 

NMFS Southeast Region Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures and Reporting for Mariners; revised February 2008.   



 
6. Whales may surface in unpredictable locations or approach slowly moving vessels.  

When an animal is sighted in the vessel’s path or in close proximity to a moving vessel 
and when safety permits, reduce speed and shift the engine to neutral.  Do not engage the 
engines until the animals are clear of the area.    

 
Additional Requirements for the North Atlantic Right Whale 

1. If a sighted whale is believed to be a North Atlantic right whale, federal regulation 
requires a minimum distance of 500 yards be maintained from the animal (50 CFR 
224.103 (c)).   

 
2. Vessels entering North Atlantic right whale critical habitat are required to report into the 

Mandatory Ship Reporting System. 
 

3. Mariners should check with various communication media for general information 
regarding avoiding ship strikes and specific information regarding North Atlantic right 
whale sighting locations.  These include NOAA weather radio, U.S. Coast Guard 
NAVTEX broadcasts, and Notices to Mariners.  Commercial mariners calling on United 
States ports should view the most recent version of the NOAA/USCG produced training 
CD entitled “A Prudent Mariner’s Guide to Right Whale Protection” (contact the NMFS 
Southeast Region, Protected Resources Division for more information regarding the CD).   

 
4. Injured, dead, or entangled right whales should be immediately reported to the U.S. Coast 

Guard via VHF Channel 16. 
 
Injured or Dead Protected Species Reporting 
Vessel crews should report sightings of any injured or dead protected species immediately, 
regardless of whether the injury or death is caused by your vessel.   
 

Report marine mammals to the Southeast U.S. Stranding Hotline:  877-433-8299 
Report sea turtles to the NMFS Southeast Regional Office:  727-824-5312 

 
If the injury or death of a marine mammal was caused by a collision with your vessel, 
responsible parties should remain available to assist the respective salvage and stranding network 
as needed.  NMFS’ Southeast Regional Office should be immediately notified of the strike by 
email (takereport.nmfsser@noaa.gov) using the attached vessel strike reporting form.   
 
For additional information, please contact the Protected Resources Division at:  
NOAA Fisheries Service  
Southeast Regional Office  
263 13

th 
Avenue South  

St. Petersburg, FL 33701  
Tel: (727) 824-5312  
Visit us on the web at http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov  

NMFS Southeast Region Vessel Strike Avoidance Measures and Reporting for Mariners; revised February 2008.   
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NOAA Fisheries Service
Southeast Region Ship Strike Report


Reporter  Information


Reporting Vessel/Aircraft Name or # Reporter's Name Reporter's phone Date of Report


Strike Vessel Information  (complete all that apply)


TYPE OF VESSEL: Check all that apply


       Whale watch


Ferry


Container


Research


Tanker


Freight


Fishing


Towing


Government


Recreational


       Other


Specify


Aft


Forward


Feet Meters


Feet Meters


Local


GMT


Feet


Meters


Feet


Meters


Feet


Meters


Degrees F


Degrees C


Kilometers


Miles


Draft


Mean


Name of Vessel involved in Strike Vessel LengthGross Tonnage


Vessel Make Vessel Model Engine MakePropulsion


Horsepower Prop Diameter Prop PitchDistance between shafts


Observed or Noted Strike Information (strike was noted visually or impact felt)


West LongitudeNorth LatitudeGeneral LocationDate of Strike


ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS AT TIME OF STRIKE


Time of Strike


Water DepthSwell HeightWave Height


Water depthDirection (degrees)Current SpeedDirection (degrees)Wind Speed


Air TemperatureWeatherLighting Distance of VisibilityVisibility







NOAA Fisheries Service
Southeast Region Ship Strike Report - Continued


Vessel Activity Engine RPMs Vessel Course (Degrees)


Autopilot  OFF


Autopilot  ONEngine Speed (Knots)


Total # of watchstanders # on Navigation Bridge # on Observation Bridge # on Bow Other


NAVIGATION INFORMATION AT TIME OF STRIKE


INCIDENT INFORMATION


Describe action taken, or reasons why avoidance not possibleWas avoidance action taken


Part of vessel struck by whale Describe what was seen, felt, heard, etc.


Comments on damage to vessel







ANIMAL INFORMATION


NOAA Fisheries Service
Southeast Region Ship Strike Report - Continued


Time elapsed between sighting and collision Distance from vessel when first sighted


Animal's orientation to the vessel Estimated size/species of whale


Other marine mammals present? Approximate number Species


What direction was the whale traveling


Briefly describe whale's behavior prior to strike Briefly describe whale's behavior after collision (if seen)


Portion of animal struck Condition post-strike Blood seen in water after strike


Description of wounds on animal.  Use drawings to mark the location of wound(s).  Include estimates of length and depth of wounds.







