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DEPARTMENTOFTHEARMY

JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS

COCOA REGULATORY OFFICE

400 HIGH POINT DRIVE, SUITE 600
COCOA, FLORIDA 32926

ATTACHMEN 14

REPLY TO

HTTERTIONOR February 19, 2008

Regulatory Division
SAJ—2004—3931(NW—JSC)

Craig Tepper
Seminole Tribe of Florida
6300 Stirling Road
Hollywood, Florida 33024

Dear Mr. Tepper:

Your application for a Department of the Army permit
received on April 1, 2004, has been assigned number SAJ-2004-
3931. This permit authorizes the mechanical removal of
exotic/nuisance vegetation and establishment of the Big Cypress
Advanced Mitigation Program (AMP). The AMpP is located within
the 14,723 acre "Native Area” of the Big Cypress Seminole Indian
Reservation (BCSIR), Hendry County, Florida (Attachment 1) .

Your project, as depicted on the enclosed drawing, is
authorized by Nationwide Permit (NWP) Number 27. In addition,
project specific conditions have been enclosed. This
verification is wvalid until December 20, 2009. Please access
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' Jacksonville District's
Regulatory web address at
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/regulatory{permitting/nwp/nwp.htm to
access web links to view the Final Nationwide Permits, Federal
Register Vol. 72, dated March 12y 2007, the Corrections to the
Final Nationwide Permits, Federal Register 72,

May 8, 2007, and the List ©f Regional Conditions. These files
contain the description of the Nationwide Permit authorization,
the Nationwide Permit general conditions, and the regional
conditions, which apply specifically to this verification for

NWP 27.

You must comply with all of the special and general
conditions and any preject specific condition of this
authorization or You may be subject to enforcement action. 1In
the event you have not completed construction of your project
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within the specified time limit, a separate application or re-
verification may be required.

The following special conditions are included with this
verification:

1. Reporting Address: All reports, documentation and
correspondence required by the conditions of this permit shall
be submitted to the following address: U.s. Army Corps of
Engineers, Regulatory Division, Enforcement Section, P.O. Box
4970, Jacksonville, FL 32232, The Permittee shall reference
this permit number, SAJw2004~3931(NW—JSC), on all submittals.

2. Compensatory Mitigation: The Tribe is authorized to
complete the following mitigation objectives, in accordance with
the approved compensatory mitigation plan (Attachment 2), for
the purpose of generating mitigation credit that may be used to

offset wetland impacts within the BCSIR:

Onsite Mitigation
The AMP (Attachment 2) 1s authorized in the 14,723 acre native
area of the BCSIR. The AMP includes Primarily exotic vegetation
removal within six wetland enhancement areas (totaling

approximately 4,144 acres).

3. Performance Standards: To meet the objectives of the
approved compensatory mitigation plan, the Tribe shall achieve
the following performance standards:

a. At least 80 percent cover by appropriate wetland species
(i.e., FAC or wetter) .

b. Cover of Category I and II invasive exotic plant
Species, pursuant to the most current list established by the
Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council at http://www.fleppc.org, and
the nuisance species primrose willow (Ludwigia peruviana),
dogfennel (Eupatorium capillifolium), Bermudagrass (Cynodon
Spp.), Bahiagrass (Paspalum notatum), and cattail (Typha sSpp.).
shall total less than 5 percent.

€. Less than 20 percent mortality of planted wetland

species.
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The Tribe shall achieve the above performance standards by
the end of the 10-year monitoring period, with no maintenance
during the 10th year of monitoring. In the event that the above
performance standards have not been achieved, the Tribe shall
undertake a remediation brogram approved by the Corps in
accordance with the Remediation Special Condition of this

permit.

4. Monitoring and Reporting Timeframes: To show compliance
with the performance standards the Tribe shall complete the

following:

a. Perform a time-zero monitoring event of the wetland
mitigation area(s) within 60 days of completion of the
compensatory mitigation objectives identified in the
Compensatory Mitigation Special Condition of this permit.

b. Submit the time-zero report to the Corps within 60 days
of completion of the monitoring event. The report will include
at least one Paragraph depicting baseline conditions of the
mitigation site(s) prior to initiation of the compensatory
mitigation objectives and a detailed plan view drawing of all
Created, enhanced and/or restored mitigation areas.

C. Subsequent to completion of the compensatory mitigation
objectives, perform annual monitoring of the wetland mitigation
areas for a total of no less than 10 years of monitoring.

d. Submit annual monitoring reports to the Corps within 60
days of completion of the monitoring event. The AMP
credit/debit ledger shall be included in the annual report.

5. Remediation: If the compensatory mitigation fails to
meet the performance standards 16 years after completion of the
compensatory mitigation objectives, the compensatory mitigation
will be deemed unsuccessful. Within 60 days of notification by
the Corps that the compensatory mitigation is unsuccessful, the
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Tribe shall submit to the Corps an-a&tefﬂate~compensat0ry
mitigation proposal sufficient to create the functional 1lift
required under the permit. The alternate compensatory
mitigation proposal may be required to include additional
mitigation to compensate for the temporal loss of wetland
function associated with the unsuccessful bompensatory
mitigation activities. The Corps reserves the right to fully
evaluate, amend, and approve or reject the alternate
compensatory mitigation proposal. Within 120 days of Corps
approval, the Tribe will complete the alternate compensatory

mitigation proposal.

6. Mitigation Release: The Tribe’s responsibility to
complete the required compensatory mitigation, as set forth in
the Compensatory Mitigation Special Condition of this permit
will not be considered fulfilled until mitigation success has
been demonstrated and written verification has been provided by
the Corps. & mitigation area which has been released will
require no further monitoring or reporting by the Permittee;
however the Permittee, Successors and subsequent Transferees
remain perpetually responsible to ensure that the mitigation
area(s) remain in a condition appropriate to offset the
authorized impacts in accordance with General Condition 2 of

this permit.

If you are unable to access the internet or require a
hardcopy of any of the conditions, limitations, or expiration
date for the abpove referenced NWP, please contact Jeffrey S.
Collins by telephone at 321-504-3771.

Thank you for your Cooperation with our permit program. The
Corps Jacksonville District Regulatory Division is committed to
improving service to our customers. We strive to perform cur
duty in a friendly and timely manner while working to preserve
our environment., We invite you to take a few minutes to visit
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http://regulatory.usacesurvey.com/. Your input is

Survey:
appreciated - favorable Cr otherwise.
Sincerely,
avid §. H&

ief, Regulatory Division

Enclosures
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