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The Joint Permit Application for 
Dredging and Filling in Water of the 

United States 

 
www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx 

 
www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/SourceBook.aspx 

 

 

 
 

An Overview of… 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/SourceBook.aspx


BUILDING STRONG® 



BUILDING STRONG® 

ENG 4345 Form 
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ENG 4345 Form 
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Checklist 

Drawings 

Supplemental 
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 Signed Application (agent letter) 
 Project Description, Purpose, Type & Quantity Material 

to Discharge  
 Location with Coordinates 
 Adjacent Property Owners Addresses 
 Statements on Avoidance and Minimization of Wetland 

Impacts 
 Statement on Compensatory Mitigation, or why 

mitigation is not offered 
 Set of 8.5” x 11” drawings to include: a vicinity/location 

map, overall site plan, plan with limits of wetlands & 
proposed wetland impact, and cross section view 

Submittal package to generate a Public Notice (PN) 

Complete Application 
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The Permit Process 

Corps Regulatory Program 
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Joint Permit App 
Submittal to DPNR 

App Received from DPNR 
Begin Processing 

    Public Notice  

                     Corps 
                  Individuals 
               Special Interests 
           Local Agencies 
    Federal Agencies 

Application Reviewed 
404(b)(1) Guidelines 
Public Interest Review 
NEPA 
ESA, NHPA, EFH 
State & Territorial Certifications 

(CZM, WQC) 

Application 
Approved 

Application 
Denied 

Decision  
Document 

Permit Review Process 
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 Pre-application consultation 
 Application received 
 Initial review for completeness: 

 Additional information request (RAI) 
 Application considered complete 

 Public notice (SP) or coordination letter (LP) 
 21 day comment period: 
 Public notice coordinated with EPA, FWS, NMFS, 

local agencies, adjacent property owners, and public 
mailing list 

 Comments received and permit evaluation 
 

Overview of SP/LP 
Permit Process 
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 Comments provided to applicant or agent: 
Copies of public notice comments received 
Corps recommendation for project modification 
Corps requests for specific additional information 

 Receipt of applicant's response 
 Corps evaluates modifications and will 

coordinate with commenting agencies 
 Corps evaluation of agency comments  

 

Overview of SP/LP 
Permit Process Cont'd 
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 Final evaluation of all pertinent 
information 
 Decision document: 
 Environmental assessment 
Compliance with guidelines 
 Public interest factors 

 Final decision  
 
 

 

Overview of SP/LP 
Permit Process Cont’d 
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 Endangered Species Act (ESA) 

 Magnuson-Stevens Act (Essential Fish 
Habitat - EFH) 

 National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 

 Coastal Zone Management Act 

 Section 401 Of The Clean Water Act 
 

Evaluation 
Other Applicable Federal Laws 
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STREAMLINING PERMIT 
PROCESS 

 Pre-application meeting with Federal agencies 
participating 

 Do early coordination when impacts are known (EFH, 
ESA, NHPA) 

 Reduce RAI time delays by submitting complete 
application packages with legible (8.5 x 11) drawings 

 NWP’s – Follow Regional Conditions 
 Anticipate questions with non-water dependent projects 

► 404(b)(1) Guidelines 
► Practicable alternatives 

• Avoidance and minimization 
• Least damaging to aquatic environment 
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Caribbean Islands Regional 
Supplement 
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Caribbean Supplement 
Summary 

 Supplement Use is Mandatory – former 87 
Manual cannot be used except under limited 
circumstances 
 

 NRCS Hydric Soils Indicators are mandated  
 

 Additional indicators of hydrology included 
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Antilles Rapid Assessment 
Method (ARAM) 
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Antilles Rapid Assessment 
Method (ARAM) 

 Goal: Establish a quantified scoring 
system to measure the function and 
values of the wetlands created or 
developed as compensatory mitigation 
requirements. 
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ARAM Development Efforts 
 Assessment attempts to determine the ecological quality and the 

level of function of a particular wetland.  
 

 Wetland Water Quality Standards require applicants to use an 
appropriate wetland evaluation methodology acceptable to 
determine the appropriate category for the wetland which is the 
subject of the application. 

  
 Establish standards from reference wetlands of high level functions. 

 
 Identify conditions for classes of wetlands of inherent to high 

functions sites. 
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Efficiencies 
 Enhanced Interagency Communication 
 Established Quarterly Interagency Meeting (IAM) 
 Development of Coordination Agreement for Programmatic 

General Permits (PGP) 
 Development of a PGP for Minor Activities that can be issued 

by DPNR such as coral nurseries, moorings, navigational 
buoys 

 Development of RGP for Maintenance Dredging 
 Streamline ESA Consultations with Programmatic 

Consultations 
 Outreach 
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Permit Process Tools 
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 Pre-Application Meetings 
 Interagency Meetings 
 Regulatory Sourcebook 
 Pending Permit Status Search  
 Staff Availability  
  

Permit Process Tools 
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Regulatory Web Pages 
Information Sources 

Jacksonville District 
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Regulatory/index.htm 

 
National Headquarters 

http://www.usace.army.mil/CECW/Pages/Home.aspx 

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Regulatory/index.htm
http://www.usace.army.mil/CECW/Pages/Home.aspx
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Antilles Regulatory Section 
Staff 

 
 Sindulfo Castillo    x3057 Chief 
 Angela Munoz-Caro   x3054 Branch Admin 
 Carmen G. Roman    x3062 Project Manager 
 Deborah Cedeno-Maldonado x3061   Project Manager 
 Johann Sasso    x3053 USVI PM 
 Jose A. Cedeno-Maldonado    x3063 Enforcement PM 

 
• Tel:  787-729-6905/289-7034  
• Fax  787-729-6906  
• E-mail: name.mi.last@usace.army.mil 
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   Questions? 
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