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Regulatory Division                         
South Permits Branch 
SAJ-2005-00053(IP-AAZ) 
 
 
 
 
Brenda S. Bowen 
Army Federal Register Liaison Officer 
U.S. Army Records Management & Declassification Agency 
(AAHS-RDR-C) 
Casey Building, Rm 102 
7701 Telegraph Road 
Alexandria, VA  22315-3860 
 
Dear Ms. Bowen: 
 
      Please find enclosed three original signed copies of a 
Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Supplemental Environmental 
Impact Statement on the A1 Flow Equalization Basin in Palm Beach 
County, Florida.  The copies of the Notice are accompanied by a 
compact disk with the file in Microsoft Word format.  We request 
publication in the Federal Register the week of August 20, 2012. 
 
      If you have any questions regarding this request, please 
contact me by e-mail at alisa.a.zarbo@usace.army.mil, or by 
telephone at (561) 472-3516.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
  

Leah Oberlin                                  
                              Chief, Palm Beach Gardens Section 
 
 

               DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
 JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS 

4400 PGA BOULEVARD 
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FLORIDA 33410 

REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 
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BILLING CODE: 3720-58 
 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE  
Department of the Army; Corps of Engineers 

 
Notice of Intent to Prepare a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement on the Construction and Operation of the Everglades 
Agricultural Area A1 Flow Equalization Basin, Palm Beach 
County, Florida  
 

AGENCY:  Department of the Army, U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, DoD. 

ACTION:  Notice of Intent (NOI). 

SUMMARY:  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 

Jacksonville District, is in the preapplication phase of its 

evaluation of the anticipated application from the South 

Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) for a U.S. 

Department of the Army (DA) permit under Section 404 of the 

Clean Water Act for construction and operation of a Flow 

Equalization Basin (FEB) over the area previously designated 

as the location for the Everglades Agricultural Area (EAA) A1 

Reservoir. The primary Federal involvement associated with 

the Proposed Action is the regulation of the discharge of 

dredged or fill material into Waters of the United States, 

including jurisdictional ditches and/or wetlands. Issuance 

of Federal authorization for the proposed activities would 

constitute a “Major Federal Action in accordance with 40 

C.F.R. Section 1501.8.”  Based on the size of the project 

area, the changed project purpose for the site, and the 

potential environmental impacts, both individually and 

cumulatively, of the Proposed Action, the USACE will prepare 
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an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in compliance with 

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 USC 

4321 et seq.) to inform a final decision on the permit 

application. The USACE’s decision will be to either issue, 

issue with modifications to the applicant’s proposal, or 

deny Department of the Army permits for the Proposed Action.  

The Draft EIS is intended to be sufficient in scope to 

address federal, state, and local requirements and 

environmental issues concerning the Proposed Action to 

support the Corps determination whether to issue a Section 

404 permit.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

(US EPA) and the U.S. Department of Interior (US DOI) 

will be offered the option of being a cooperating agency 

on the EIS. 

DATES:  The USACE plans to hold a public scoping meeting 

September 6, 2012, at 6:30 PM Eastern Standard Time (EST).  

ADDRESS:  The public scoping meeting will be held at 3301 

Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach, Florida 33406.  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  Questions about the 

Proposed Action and Draft EIS should be directed to Ms. 

Alisa Zarbo, (561) 472-3516 or by email at 

Alisa.A.Zarbo@usace.army.mil. Written comments should be 

addressed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Attn: Ms. 

Alisa Zarbo, 4400 PGA Boulevard, Suite 500, Palm Beach 

Gardens, FL, 33410, or by facsimile at (561) 626-6971.  

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

mailto:Alisa.A.Zarbo@usace.army.mil
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a.  Background/Project Authorization.  The USACE is 

preparing this Draft EIS in accordance with NEPA, Council of 

on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations (40 CFR 1500 et 

seq.), and USACE provisions for implementing the procedural 

requirements of NEPA (33 CFR 230, USACE Engineering 

Regulation ER 200-2-2).  A primary purpose of a USACE 

Regulatory Program EIS is to provide full and fair 

discussion of the significant environmental impacts of a 

proposal or project seeking a DA permit.  The Draft EIS and 

Final EIS are used to inform the public and agency decision-

makers of alternatives to an applicant's project that might 

avoid or minimize adverse impacts or enhance the quality of 

the human environment.  The EIS is not a USACE regulatory 

decision document.  It is used by agency officials in 

conjunction with other relevant information in a permit 

application file, including public and agency comments 

presented in the Final EIS, to support the final decision on 

a permit application.  In this instance, the SFWMD intends 

to submit a permit application to construct and operate a 

FEB on the site previously intended for the EAA A1 Reservoir 

known as the A1 Site.  The purpose of the proposed action is 

to assist in meeting State of Florida water quality 

standards by attenuating peak stormwater flows and 

temporarily storing stormwater runoff from the central EAA 

which will improve inflow delivery rates to Stormwater 

Treatment Area (STA) 2 (including Compartment B) and STA 

3/4. This project is anticipated to result in increased 
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phosphorus removal performance in these STAs in order to 

meet State water quality standards. 

    b.  Need or Purpose.  The purpose of the proposed action 

is to attenuate peak stormwater flows into Stormwater 

Treatment Areas 2 and 3/4 to assist in meeting State water 

quality standards.   

 c.  Prior EAs, EISs.  In 2006, an EIS was completed for 

the A1 Reservoir site, which is expected to have the same 

footprint as the A1 FEB site; however, the project purpose 

and intended use for the A1 FEB is different.  This Draft 

EIS will include the project purpose, evaluation of the FEB 

and its potential effects, evaluation of alternatives, an 

update of relevant history and data, an explanation of the 

changed circumstances, an evaluation of downstream effects 

based on current state of the environment with the FEB, and 

an updated jurisdictional determination.   

 d.  Alternatives.  An evaluation of alternatives to the 

proposed FEB project, including a No Action alternative will 

be performed.  The Draft EIS will analyze reasonable 

alternatives to meet the project purpose and need.  

Alternatives will be determined through scoping, but are 

expected to include at a minimum the A1 Reservoir in addition 

to a “no action” alternative. 

 e.  Issues.  The following issues have been identified 

for analysis in the Draft EIS.  This list is preliminary and 

is intended to facilitate public comment on the scope of the 

Draft EIS.  The Draft EIS will consider the effects on 
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Federally listed threatened and endangered species, health 

and safety, socioeconomics, aesthetics, general 

environmental concerns, wetlands (and other aquatic 

resources), historic properties, cultural resources, fish 

and wildlife values, land use, transportation, recreation, 

water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, 

mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and, in 

general, the needs and welfare of the people, and other 

issues identified through scoping, public involvement, and 

interagency coordination. At the present time, our primary 

areas of environmental concern are the loss of wetland 

functions and value, mitigation of such losses, the 

improvements in the downstream timing and delivery of water, 

and water quality. We expect to better define the issues of 

concern and define the methods that will be used to evaluate 

those issues through the scoping comment period. 

 f.  Scoping Process.  CEQ regulations (40 CFR 1501.7) 

require an early and open process for determining the scope 

of a Draft EIS and for identifying significant issues 

related to the proposed action.   

The Corps is furnishing this notice to advise other Federal 

and State agencies, affected federally recognized Tribes, 

and the public of our intentions. This notice announces the 

initiation of a 30-day scoping period which requests the 

public’s involvement in the scoping and evaluation process 

of the Draft EIS. Stakeholders will be notified through 

advertisements, public notices and other means. All parties 



 6 

who express interest will be given an opportunity to 

participate in this process. The process allows the Corps to 

obtain suggestions and information on the scope of issues 

and an opportunity to provide reasonable alternatives to be 

included in the Draft EIS. (See DATES and ADDRESSES for 

meeting schedules)  

 g.  Public Involvement.  The USACE invites Federal 

agencies, American Indian Tribal Nations, state and local 

governments, and other interested private organizations and 

parties to attend the public scooping meeting and to provide 

comments in order to ensure that all significant issues are 

identified and the full range of issues related to the 

permit request are addressed.   

 h.  Coordination.  The proposed action is being 

coordinated with a number of Federal, state, regional, and 

local agencies including but not limited to the following: 

U.S. DOI, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. National 

Marine Fisheries Service, U.S. EPA, Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection, the federally recognized Native 

American Indian Tribes, Florida State Historic Preservation 

Officer, Palm Beach County, and other agencies as identified 

in scoping, public involvement, and agency coordination. 

 i.  Agency Role.  The Corps will be the lead agency for 

the EIS. The US EPA and the US DOI will be asked to be 

cooperating agencies.  The Corps expects to receive input 

and critical information from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
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Service, U.S. EPA, and other federal, state, and local 

agencies. 

 k.  A1 FEB Draft EIS Preparation.  It is estimated that 

the Draft EIS will be available to the public on or about 

December 2012.  A Notice of Availability will be issued which 

will open the public comment period. Comments will be 

accepted during the Draft EIS public comment period which 

will last approximately 30 days. 

 

 
 
 
 
_________________   _________________________ 

DATE      Donald W. Kinard 
      Chief, Regulatory Division 
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DRAFT 

 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers holds public meeting 

Input needed as Corps prepares to develop Environmental Impact Statement for A1 Flow Equalization Basin 
 
 

Jacksonville, Fla. – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) will hold a public scoping meeting Thursday, Sept. 6 beginning 

at 6:30 p.m. at the South Florida Water Management District (SFWMD) Office, 3301 Gun Club Road, West Palm Beach. The 

meeting is associated with the development of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the SFWMD’s proposal to 

construct and operate the A1 Flow Equalization Basin (FEB) and will help to determine the range of actions, alternatives and 

impacts to be considered in its development. The meeting is open to the public. 

 The purpose of the proposed project is to attenuate peak stormwater flows to assist in achieving water quality standards 

in the Central Flowpath of the Everglades Protection Area. It includes a 15,000-acre shallow impoundment area that would store 

approximately 60,000 acre/feet of water approximately four feet in depth. Under Sec. 404 of the Clean Water Act, USACE 

regulates dredge and fill activities in waters of the United States, including wetlands. It is anticipated that up to 15,000 acres of 

waters of the United States may be impacted as a result of placement of fill and inundation.  

 After completing an EIS for the Everglades Agricultural Area A1 Reservoir in July 2006, USACE issued a permit to the 

SFWMD to construct the A1 Reservoir. The Everglades Agricultural Area borders Highway U.S. 27 and the North New River 

Canal to the east, Stormwater Treatment Area (STA) 3/4 to the south and Holey Land Wildlife Management Area to the 

southwest in western Palm Beach County. The SFWMD began construction but stopped work prior to completion. The permit 

expired July 11, 2011. To comply with mandated water quality standards and a Consent Order with the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FDEP), the SFWMD is required to complete corrective actions to achieve a water quality based 

effluent limitation for total phosphorus discharges from the STAs into the Everglades Protection Area.     

 In accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, USACE will initiate consultation with the U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service to determine the effects of the proposed project on the Audubon’s crested caracara, wood stork, eastern indigo 

snake and Everglades snail kite and its designated critical habitat. USACE is not aware of any cultural resources on the project 

site or that may be affected by the project and will coordinate appropriate review with the State Historic Preservation Office and 

associated Native American Indian Tribes. 

 The scoping process will identify concerns of federal, state and local agencies, any affected Native American Indian 

Tribe, proponents of the action and the public. The scoping meeting will provide an opportunity for interested parties to raise 

Release No.: NR 12-XXX For Release: August 29, 2012 

Contact: Nancy J.Sticht Phone: (904) 232-1667  (904) 334-1054  
    

Email: Nancy.J.Sticht@usace.army.mil   

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

mailto:Nancy.J.Sticht@usace.army.mil
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environmental or social concerns and/or concepts for minimizing potential environmental impacts. Comments may also be 

submitted by mail to: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District, Attention Ms. Alisa Zarbo, 4400 PGA Boulevard, Suite 

500, Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. 33410 or by e-mail to: Alisa.A.Zarbo@usace.army.mil. 

 The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact, including cumulative 

impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, 

including conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards and others. A copy of the full 

public notice is available on USACE, Jacksonville District’s website at www.saj.usace.army.mil, click on Regulatory Division, 

then Public Notices, then Florida, then A1 Flow Equalization Basin Public Notice 20120828-SAJ-2005-00053.pdf.     

# # # 

mailto:Alisa.A.Zarbo@usace.army.mil
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/
http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Regulatory/pnwebshare/Florida_Public_Notices/20120828-SAJ-2005-00053.pdf
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Public Scoping Meeting  
for the 
A1 Flow Equalization Basin  
Environmental Impact  
Statement  
 
September 6, 2012 
 

US Army Corps of Engineers 
BUILDING STRONG® 
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT 

Presented by: 
Alisa Zarbo  
US Army Corps of Engineers 
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 Meeting Organization 
►National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

►The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Process 

►The Proposed Project 

►Major Sections of the EIS 

►Questions and Answers Concerning the Project 

►Public Input on the EIS content  - Public Comments 

Public Scoping Meeting  
A1 Flow Equalization Basin  
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What Drives NEPA Review? 
 Review under NEPA is required for Federal 

actions, including issuance of permits 
►USACE is the Federal agency responsible for  

permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
– placement of fill in wetlands and other “Waters of 
the U.S.” 

► EAA FEB includes a need for a Section 404 permit 
►Therefore, USACE applies the NEPA process in 

review of applications for Section 404 permits 
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Types of NEPA Review Procedures 

 NEPA procedure can be: 
►A Categorical Exclusion (very minor impacts expected)   
►An Environmental Assessment (to determine if impacts 

are likely significant) 
►An Environmental Impact Statement (if preliminary 

agency review concludes that there is potential for 
significant impacts) 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT UNDER STANDARD NEPA GUIDELINES 
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Why an Environmental Impact Statement? 
 

►A requirement of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) for federal government actions with the 
potential for significant environmental impacts  

►A detailed, public evaluation of project impacts and 
benefits so that agencies can make an informed 
decision 

►About transparency  

EIS Public Scoping Meeting  
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 Meeting Organization 
►National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

►The EIS Process 

►The Proposed Project 

►Major Sections of the EIS 

►Questions and Answers Concerning the Project 

►Public Input on the EIS content  - Public Comments 

Public Scoping Meeting  
A1 Flow Equalization Basin 
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►Lead Agency for the EIS is the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers (USACE) Regulatory Division  

• Alisa Zarbo USACE, Regulatory Division Project Manager  

 

►Cooperating Agency for the EIS (invited) 
• U.S. Department of Interior 

• US Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Environmental Protection Agency 

Who is conducting this EIS? 
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EIS Process 
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The Public’s Role In NEPA Process? 

 During scoping process, provide input on what 
issues should be addressed and suggestions for 
range of alternatives to be considered 
 

 Participate by attending public meetings  
 Reviewing the Draft EIS document and submitting 

comments to the USACE 
 

 Provide comments on the Final EIS 
 

Under NEPA guidelines, all comments received from  
the public during the comment period(s) are considered. 
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 Meeting Organization 
►National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

►The EIS Process 

►The Proposed Project 

►Major Sections of the EIS 

►Questions and Answers Concerning the Project 

►Public Input on the EIS content  - Public Comments 

Public Scoping Meeting  
A1 Flow Equalization Basin 
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EIS Public Scoping Meeting  
Proposed Project:  A1 Flow Equalization Basin 

• Overall target for 
Everglades 
Protection Area – 
achieve 10 ppb 
geometric mean 
phosphorus 
criterion 
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Western 

Flowpath 

FEB 
~11,000 ac-ft 

STA 
Earthwork 

~800 ac 

STA 
5/6 

C-139 Annex 
Restoration 

Central 

Flowpath 

A1 FEB 
~60,000 ac-ft 

STA-2 

WCA-3A 

STA-3/4 

Eastern 

Flowpath 

Lake 
Okeechobee 

FEB 
~45,000 ac-ft 

Sub-Regional Source 
Controls 

STA 
1E 

WCA-2A 

Loxahatchee 
National 
Wildlife 
Refuge 

WCA-1 

STA 
~6,500 ac 

Replacement  
Features 

EIS Public Scoping Meeting  
Key Projects for the SFWMD’s Restoration Strategy  

STA 
1W 
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 Improve STA Performance by Attenuating Peak Flows 
and Temporarily Storing Stormwater Runoff 
►Assist in achieving 10 ppb geometric mean phosphorus 

criterion in the Everglades Protection Area  
►Improve inflow delivery rates to STA-2, Compartment B 

and STA-3/4  providing enhanced operation and 
phosphorus treatment performance 

• Source of existing water is primarily from the 
central Everglades Agricultural Area  

►Assist in maintaining minimum water levels and reducing 
the frequency of dryout conditions in STA-2 and STA-3/4  

EIS Public Scoping Meeting  

Proposed Project:  A1 FEB 
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 Meeting Organization 
►National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

►The EIS Process 

►The Proposed Project 

►Major Sections of the EIS 

►Questions and Answers Concerning the Project 

►Public Input on the EIS content  - Public Comments 

Public Scoping Meeting  
A1 Flow Equalization Basin 
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Major Sections of the EIS 

 Purpose and Need 
 Description of Alternatives  

► No Action 
► Alternatives to achieve the Purpose and Need 

 Affected Environment 
 Impact Assessments of Alternatives 

► Direct Impacts 
► Indirect Impacts 
► Cumulative Impacts 

 Endangered species 

15 
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Purpose and Need 

 Purpose and need:   
►The purpose is to attenuate peak stormwater 

flows into STAs 2 and 3/4 to assist in 
achieving water quality standards 

►Different agencies may have different 
purpose and need statements 

 
 

 

16 
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Alternatives 
 Develop a comprehensive list 
 Alternatives must be 

►Reasonable (practicable and feasible) 
►Meet the purpose and need 

 Potential Alternatives: 
►No Action Alternative 
►Construction of the A1 Reservoir 
►Construction of the A1 Flow Equalization Basin 
►Others? 
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Affected Environment 

Effects of the 
alternatives on the 

existing 
environment: 

 
What should we 

look at? 
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Direct, Indirect, & Cumulative Effects  
 
 

 Direct effects of the proposed action occur at the 
same time and place as the action. 
 

 Indirect effects are reasonably foreseeable effects 
caused by the action that occur later in time or farther 
in distance, such as changes in land use patterns, 
effects on air, water, or natural resources.  
 

 Cumulative effects are those which result from the 
incremental impact of the action when added to other 
past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future 
actions 
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Threatened or Endangered Species 
 Everglades snail kite 

 
 Eastern indigo snake 

 
 Florida panther 

 
 Wood stork 

 
 Audubon’s crested caracara 

 

 Others? 
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 Meeting Organization 
►National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

►The EIS Process 

►The Proposed Project 

►Major Sections of the EIS 

►Questions and Answers Concerning the Project 

►Public Input on the EIS content  - Public Comments 

Public Scoping Meeting  
A1 Flow Equalization Basin  
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Questions about the Corps’ EIS 
process or the purpose of the 
project?   

A1 FEB EIS Public Scoping Meeting 
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 Meeting Organization 
►National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

►The EIS Process 

►The Proposed Project 

►Major Sections of the EIS 

►Questions and Answers Concerning the Project 

►Public Input on the EIS content  - Public Comments 

Public Scoping Meeting  
A1 Flow Equalization Basin  
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General Schedule 
 Notice of Intent in Federal Register: August 28, 2012 
 Scoping Meeting 

► September 6, 2012: West Palm Beach 

 Scoping Comments Period ends September 27, 
2012 

 Anticipated key future milestones: 
►Notice of Availability of the DEIS ~ mid December 2012 
►Notice of Availability of the FEIS ~ mid May 2013 
►Record of Decision ~ mid July 2013 
►Construction start ~ October 2013 
►Construction complete ~ December 2014 
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4 Ways for Public to Comment 
1.  Comment Publicly 
2.  Comment Form 

Fill out the paper form and submit it tonight (drop boxes 
at the Comments Station) 

3.  Electronic Entry 
 Email comments to Alisa.A.Zarbo@usace.army.mil 
4.  Mail Comments 
 please send to: 
   US Army Corps of Engineers 
    4400 PGA Boulevard, Suite 500 
   Palm Beach Gardens, Florida  33410 
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Comments? 
What should the 
 EIS consider?  
 
What are your  
concerns? 
 

A1 FEB EIS  
Public Scoping Meeting 



Federal Register/Val. 78, No. 36/Friday, February 22, 2013 / Notices 12309 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jessica Trice, Office of Federal 
Activities, Mail Code 2252A, 
Environmental Protection Agency, 1200 
Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC 20460; telephone number: (202) 
564-6646; fax number: (202) 564-0072; 
email address: trice.jessica@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Supporting documents which explain in 
detail the information that the EPA will 
be collecting are available in the public 
docket for this ICR. The docket can be 
viewed online at www.regulations.gov 
or in person at the EPA Docket Center, 
EPA West, Room 3334, 1301 
Constitution Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC. The telephone number for the 
Docket Center is 202-566-1744. For 
additional information about EPA's 
public docket, visit http:!/ 
www.ep a.gov/dock ets. 

Pursuant to section 3506(c)(2)(A) of 
the PRA, EPA is soliciting comments 
and information to enable it to: (i) 
Evaluate whether the proposed 
collection qf information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the Agency, including 
whether the information will have 
practical utility; (ii) evaluate the 
accuracy of the Agency 's estimate. of the 
burden of the proposed collection of 
information, including the validity of 
the methodology and assumptions used; 
(iii) enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (iv) minimize the burden 
ofth e collection of information on those 
who are to respond, including through 
the use of appropriate automated 
electronic, mechanical , or other 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, 
e.g., permitting electronic submission of 
responses. EPA will consider the 
comments received and amend the ICR 
as appropriate. The final ICR package 
will then be submitted to OMB for 
review and approval. At that time, EPA 
will issue another Federal Register 
notice to announce the submission of 
the ICR to OMB and the opportunity to 
submit additional comments to OMB. 

Abstract: The National Environmental 
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) , 42 U.S.C. 
4321-4347 establishes a nation al policy 
for the environment. The Council on 
Environmental Quality (CEQ) oversees 
the NEPA implementation. CEQ's 
Regulations at 40 CPR parts 1500 
through 1508 set t he standard for NEP A 
compliance. They also require agencies 
to establish their ow n NEP A 
implementing procedures. EPA's 
procedures for implementing NEPA are 
found in 40 CPR Part 6. Th rough this 
part, EPA adopted the CEQ Regulations 

and supplemented those regulations for 
actions by EPA that are subject to NEP A 
requirements. EPA actions subject to 
NEP A include the award of wastewater 
treatment construction grants under 
Title II ofthe Clean Water Act , EPA's 
issuance of new source National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) p ermits under section 402 of 
the Clean Water Act, certain research 
and development projects, development 
and issuance of regulations, EPA actions 
involving renovations or new 
construction of facilities , and certain 
grants awarded for projects authorized 
by Congress through the Agency's 
annual Appropriations Act. EPA is 
collecting information from certain 
applicants as part ofthe process of 
complying with either NEPA or 
Executive Order 12114 ("Environmental 
Effects Abroad of Major Federal 
Actions"). EPA's NEPA regulations 
apply to the actions of EPA that are 
subject to NEP A in order to ensure that 
environmental information is available 
to the Agency's decision-makers and the 
public before decisions are made and 
before actions are taken. When EPA 
conducts an environmental assessment 
pursuant to its Executive Order 12114 
procedures, the Agency generally 
follows its NEP A procedures. 
Compliance with the procedures is the 
responsibility of EPA's Responsible 
Officials, and for applicant p roposed 
actions applicants may be required to 
provide environmental information to 
EPA as part ofthe environmental review 
process. For this Information Collection 
Request (ICR) , applicant-proposed 
projects subject to either NEP A or 
Executive Order 12114 (and that are not 
addressed in other EPA progran1s' ICRs) 
are addressed through the NEP A 
process. 

Form Numbers: N one. 
Respondents/affected entities: Entities 

potentially affected by this action are 
certain grant or permit applicants who 
must submit environmental information 
documentation to EPA for their projects 
to comply w ith NEPA or Executive 
Order 12114, including Wastewater 
Treatment Construction Gran ts Program 
facilities, State and Tribal Assistance 
Grant recipients and new source 
National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System permittees . 

Responden t's obligation to respon d: 
Voluntary. 

Estim ated n umber of responden ts : 
312. 

Frequen cy of respon se: On occasion 
Total estimated burden : 38,472 hours 
Total estimated cost: $3,503,245, 

includes $7,638 annualized capital or 
operation & maintenance costs. 

Clwnges in Estimates: The above 
estimates are based on information and 
data available through the current ICR 
supporting documentation. However, it 
is anticipated that there will be slight 
decrease in hours in the total estimate d 
respondent burden compared with the 
ICR currently approved by OMB. This 
slight decrease is due to changes in the 
number of respondents and their 
associated EPA actions eligible for 
categorical exclusions which results in 
a reduction in total hours and burden. 

Dated: February 15, 2013. 
Cliff Rader, 
Director, NEP A Compliance Division, Office 
of Federal Activities. 
[FR Doc . 2013-D4149 Filed 2- 21- 13; 8 :45 am] 

81 LLING CODE 6560...50-P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[ER-FRL-9007-8] 

Environmental Impacts Statements; 
Notice of Availability 

Responsible Agen cy: Office of Federal 
Activities, General Information (202) 
564-7146 or http://www.epa.gov/ 
compliance/nepal. 
Weekly receipt of Environmental Impact 

Statements 
Filed 02/11/ 2013 Through 02/15/2013 
Pursuant to 40 CPR 1506.9. 

Notice 

Section 309(a) of the Clean Air Act 
requires that EPA make public its 
comments on EISs issued by other 
Federal agencies. EPA's comment letters 
on EISs are available at: http:/ I 
www.epa.gov/com plian ce/nepa/ 
ei sdata.html. 
EIS No. 20130034, Fin al EIS, ELM, WY. 

Lander Field Office Planning Area 
Project , Proposed Resource 
Management Plan, Review Period 
Ends: 03/25/ 2013, Contact: Kristen 
Yannone 307-332-8400. 

EIS No. 20130035, Draft Supplem en t, 
FHWA, WA, SR-167 Puyallup to SR 
509, SR 167 Puyallup River Bridge 
Replacement, Comment Period Ends: 
04/08/2013, Contact: Dean Moberg 
360- 534- 9344. 

EIS No. 20130036, Fin al EIS, NNSA, 
NV, Site-Wide EIS-Continued 
Operation of the Department of 
Energy/National Nuclear Security 
Administration , Nevada National 
Security Site and Off-Site Location in 
Nevada, Review Period Ends: 03/25/ 
2013, Con tact: Linda Cohn 702- 295-
0077. 

EIS No. 20130037, Draft EIS, FHWA , 
VA, Tier 1- Interstate 66 Corridor, 
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from US Route 15 in Prince William 
County to Interstate 495 in Fairfax 
County, Comment Period Ends: 04/ 
08/2013, Contact: John Simkins 202-
366-5866. 

EIS No. 20130038, DraftEIS, USAGE, 
FL, Everglades Agricultural Area A-1 
Shallow Flow Equalization Basin, 
Comment Period Ends: 04/08/2013, 
Contact: Alisa Zarbo 561-472-3506. 

EIS No. 20130039, Final Supplement, 
USAGE, KS, John Redmond Dam and 
Reservoir, Storage Reallocation, 
Review Period Ends: 03/26/2013, 
Contact: Patricia Newell 918-669-
4937. 

EIS No. 20130040, Draft EIS, USFS, GA, 
Whisky Ridge Ecological Restoration 
Project, Comment Period Ends: 04/ 08/ 
2013, Contact: Aimee Smith 559-877-
2218. 

EIS No. 201 30041 , DraftEIS, USFS, AZ, 
Salt River Allotments Vegetative 
Management Project, Comment Period 
Ends: 04/08/ 2013, Contact: Debbie 
Cress 928-467-3220. 

EIS No. 20130042, Draft Supplement, 
USFS, GA, Eldorado National Forest 
Travel Management, Comment Period 
Ends: 04/08/2013, Contact: Diana 
Erickson 530- 621-5214. 

Amended Notices 

EIS No. 20120394, Draft EIS, USFS, OR, 
Tollgate Fuels Reduction Project, 
Umatilla National Forest, Walla Walla 
Ranger District, Comment Period 
Ends: 03/15/ 2013, Contact: Kempton 
Cooper 509-522-6009. 
Revision to FR Notice Published 12/ 

31/2012; Extending Comment Period to 
03/15/2013. 
EIS No. 201 30033, Draft Supplem ent, 

USFS, GA, Southern California 
National Forests Land Management 
Plan Amendment, Comment Period 
Ends: 05/16/2013, Contact: Robert 
Hawkins 916-849-8037. 

Revision to FR Notice Published 2/15/ 
2013; Change Comment Period from 
05/17/ 2013 to 5/16/2013. 
Dated: February 19, 2013. 

Cliff Rader, 
Director, NEPA Compliance Division, Office 
of Federal Activities. 
[FR Doc. 2013- 04147 Filed 2-21- 13; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6560-5(}-P 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
AGENCY 

[FRL-9784-3] 

Inventory of U.S. Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions and Sinks: 1990-2011 

AGENCY: Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) . 

ACTION: Notice of document availability 
and request for comments. 

SUMMARY: The Draft Inventory of U.S. 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: 
1990-2011 is available for public 
review. Annual U.S. emissions for the 
period of time from 1990 through 2011 
are summarized and presented by 
source category and sector. The 
inventory contains estimates of carbon 
dioxide (C02) , methane (CH4 ), nitrous 
oxide (N20) , hydrofluorocarbons (HFC), 
perfluorocarbons (PFC), and sulfur 
hexafluoride (SF6) emissions. The 
inventory also includes estimates of 
carbon fluxes in U.S. agricultural and 
forest lands. The technical approach 
used in this report to estimate emissions 
and sinks for greenhouse gases is 
consistent with the methodologies 
recommended by the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), and 
reported in a format consistent with the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) reporting 
guidelines. The Inventory of U.S. 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Sinks: 
1990-2011 is the latest in a series of 
annual U.S. submissions to the 
Secretariat of the UNFCCC. 
DATES: To ensure your comments are 
considered for the final version of the 
document, please submit your 
comments within 30 days of the 
appearance of this notice. However, 
comments received after that date will 
still be w elcomed and be considered for 
the next edition of this report. 
ADDRESSES: Comments should be 
submitted to Mr. LeifHockstad at: 
Environmental Protection Agency, 
Climate Change Division (6207J) , 1200 
Pennsylvania Ave., NW., Washington, 
DC 20460, Fax: (202) 343-2359. You are 
w elcome and encouraged to send an 
email with your comments to 
hockstad.l eij@e pa.gov. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Leif Hockstad, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Office of Air and 
Radiation , Office of Atmospheric 
Programs, Climate Change Division , 
(202) 343-9432, h ockstad.leif@epa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: For this 
year's public review, EPA .is calling 
attention to two specific areas where 
interested stakeholders could provide 
feedback to improve the quality of the 
emission estimates. First, EPA is seeking 
comments on approaches for using 
facility-level data reported under EPA's 
Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program 
(GHGRP), particularly data from 
reporters that began reporting in 2011. 
For selected source categories, EPA 
could use data elements reported under 
the GHGRP, such as facility-level data 

that can be aggregated at the national 
level, to derive country-specific 
emission factors for use in estimating 
industrial process emissions. Categories 
with GHGRP-related updates under 
consideration include nitric acid, 
petrochemical production, phosphoric 
acid, titanium dioxide , lime production, 
and several fluorinated gas categories. 
Interested stakeholders should review 
detailed methodological approaches in 
Chapter 4 (Industrial Processes) of the 
report. Depending on stakeholder 
feedback, EPA may include revised 
estimates in the final published 
inventory report that use these emission 
factors derived from the specified 
GHGRP data elements. 

The second area is the natural gas 
sector, which in recent years has 
experienced significant growth and 
changes in industry practices. EPA 
recently solicited and received new 
information and data related to 
emissions estimates for the oil and gas 
industry through a variety of 
mechanisms, including the formal 
public notice and comment process of 
the oil and gas New Source Performance 
Standards (NSPS) to control VOCs, a 
stakeholder workshop on the natural gas 
sector emissions estimates, and data 
submitted under the GHGRP. In 
developing th e draft inventory report for 
this public comment period, EPA 
carefully evaluated relevant 
information, and has made updates to 
two key sources: liquids unloading, and 
completions with hydraulic fracturing 
and refracturing. EPA also made 
additional changes to the report to allow 
for more transparency. EPA seeks 
feedback on these updates, and on 
incorporation of GHGRP data, and 
requests recommendations for 
improving the overall quality of the 
inventory report to be finalized in April 
2013, as w ell as subsequent Inventory 
reports. 

The draft report can be obtained by 
visiting the U.S. EPA's Climate Change 
Site at: http://www.epa.gov/ 
climatechange/ghgemissions/ 
usinventoryreport.html. 

Dated: February 14, 2013. 

Gina McCarthy, 

Assistant Administrator, Office of Air and 
Radiation. 
[FRDoc. 2013--D4142 Filed 2- 21- 13; 8:45am] 
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