
 

 
 

 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Jacksonville District, will hold a 

public meeting to apprise the public of the Operational Guidance/Water 
Control Plan for Portugués Dam and Reservoir 

 
PUBLIC MEETING 
Tuesday, July 9, 2013 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

CIAPR - Capítulo de Ponce 
No. 75 Blvd. Ruth Fernandez 

Urb. El Madrigal 
Ponce, PR 00732 

 
The purpose of this meeting is to provide information to the public on the Operational Guidance/Water Control Plan 
for the new Portugués Dam and Reservoir and to give all interested individuals, groups, and agencies an opportunity 
to comment and ask questions. 
 
In 1970, Congress authorized the Portugués and Bucaná (P&B) Rivers Project.  The P&B Rivers Project consists of 
two multi-purpose dams (Cerrillos and Portugués) and the associated channels.  The P&B Rivers Project was 
designed to provide a standard project flood protection for the City of Ponce, a dependable water supply for the City 
of Ponce and the surrounding area, and a recreational area for everyone.  The Portugués Dam is the last remaining 
component of the P&B Rivers Project and is scheduled to be completed by the end of this year. 
 
USACE, Jacksonville District is developing an Operational Guidance/Water Control Plan to detail operating criteria 
proposed for the Portugués Dam and Reservoir.  Releases made through the Portugués Dam outlet works will be for 
flood control and for environmental water supply.  The Operational Guidance/Water Control Plan for the Portugués 
Dam and Reservoir would maintain an optimum water level of 439.8 feet, mean sea level (msl).  Up to maximum 
releases may be made if the water level increases above 439.8 feet.  The degree of releases may be adjusted 
depending on many factors such as but not limited to water level, rate of rise/recession, climate forecasts, 
downstream conditions, etc.  When the Portugués Dam water level is expected to trigger releases through the 
spillway (above elevation 512.75 feet), maximum releases will be made. 
 
In addition, up to maximum releases may be made when the water level is below the optimum water level of 439.8 
feet.  These releases may be made to address conditions such as but not limited to downstream minimum flows, 
mosquito control, water quality concerns, etc. 
 
The Portugués Dam outlet works include two 48-inch diameter and two 12-inch diameter fixed cone valves designed 
to release approximately 495 cubic feet per second (cfs) at elevation 439.8 feet and up to a maximum of 
approximately 1,424 cfs at elevation 512.75 feet. 
 
Coordination under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for the P&B Rivers Project, which includes the 
Portugués Dam, is complete.  Additional information regarding the Operational Guidance/Water Control Plan can be 
obtained by calling Luis Alejandro at (904)232-3034 or by e-mailing him at Luis.A.Alejandro@usace.army.mil. 


