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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVillE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS

P.O. BOX 4970

JACKSONVillE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Planning Division
Environmental Branch

Mr. Mike Barnett
Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems
Department of Environmental Protection
5050 West Tennessee Street '\
Building B, Room 161
Tallahassee, Florida 32304

Dear Mr. Barnett:

Pursuant to Section III. B. 3. b. of the Interagency Coordination Agreement for Civil Works
Projects (February 28, 2006), please designate a representative to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers' Project Delivery Team for participation in the St. Johns County Shore Protection
Project Feasibility Study. Various alternatives are currently being considered for beach
construction in the South Ponte Vedra Beach, Vilano Beach, and Summer Haven Beach areas.

Also, the Department of Environmental Protection's participation during NEPA
coordination would provide the opportunity for the early identification of potential
environmental issues that could be associated with this project. Such participation early in the
process would correspondingly allow for a timely resolution of such issues.

If you need additional information, please contact Mr. Mike Hollingsworth at 904-232-1687.

Sincerely,

'-:::!~J~Z-- C-~~y
Bradd R. Schwichtenberg
Acting Chief, Planning Division

Copy Furnished:

Mr. Marty Seeling, Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Beaches and
Coastal Systems, 5050 West Tennessee Street, Building B, Room 161, Tallahassee, Florida
32304

















November 14, 2008 

Mr. Paul M. DeMarco 

Flortda Department of 
Environmental Protection 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Building 

3900 Commonwealth Boulevard 

Tallahassee. Florida 32399-3000 

Jacksonville District, Planning Division 
U.s. Army Corps of Engineers 
Post Office Box 4970 
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019 

RE: Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers 
Scoping Notice - Feasibility Study, St. Johns County Shore Protection 
Project - St. Johns County, Florida. 
SAl # FL200809194439C (Reference SAl # FL200508241461C) 

Dear Mr. DeMarco: 

Charlie Crist 
Governor 

lefT Kottkamp 
Lt. Governor 

Michael W. Sole 
Secretary 

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372, 
Gubernatorial Executive Order 95-359, the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.s.C. §§ 
1451-1464, as amended, and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.s.C. §§ 4321, 
4331-4335,4341-4347, as amended, has coordinated a review of the subject scoping notice. 

The Florida Department of Environmental Protection's (DEP) Bureau of Beaches and 
Coastal Systems is very supportive of the study and is participating in cost-sharing 
associated with the project. The South Ponte Vedra area was designated critically eroded 
in 2007, and several structures are threatened. Based on previous studies, DEP has no 
objection to investigating the offshore borrow areas for compatible sand. Geotechnical 
investigations should be conducted in accordance with the DEP Bureau's requirements for 
Quality Assurance and Quality Control, and comprehensive enough to document the 
compatibility of sand in the proposed borrow area(s) to the existing (natural) beach. The 
beaches in St. Johns County have high variability, and multiple borrow sites may be 
required. Use of nearshore borrow areas would require adequate numerical modeling 
supported by accurate data to provide" reasonable assurance" that the potential borrow 
area would not cause additional or relocated erosion to the shoreline. The Bureau has also 
requested to participate directly in formulating the Feasibility Study by including staff on 
the Project Delivery Team, as outlined in the Interagency Cooperative Agreement. 

The Florida Department of State (DOS) has reviewed the Florida Master Site File and its 
records for information to be addressed in the proposed NEPA document and notes that a 
number of recorded shipwrecks are located directly within or in close proximity to the St. 
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Augustine Inlet Ebb Shoal Borrow Area and Nearshore Sand Search Area. DOS staff 
strongly recommends that these areas be eliminated from consideration unless absolutely 
necessary. If it is necessary to use these areas, steps must be taken to relocate all sites 
within the area to provide the proper buffer. Once potential borrow areas have been 
determined, the DOS will comment on whether an underwater assessment survey mzlSlrst 
be conducted. Staff looks forward to reviewing the results of the study prior to the 
submission of an EISjEA for the project and coordinating in the protection and 
preservation of significant cultural resources. Please refer to the enclosed DbSletter. 

Based on the information contained in the notice and the enclosed state agency comments, 
the state has determined that, at this stage, the proposed federal action is consistent with 
the Florida Coastal Management Program (FCMP). The concerns identified by our 
reviewing agencies must, however, be addressed prior to project implementation. All 
subsequent environmental documents must be reviewed to determine the project's 
continued consistency with the FCMP. The state's continued concurrence with the project 
will be based, in part, on the adequate resolution of issues identified during this and 
subsequent reviews. The state's final concurrence of the project's consistency with the 
FCMP will be determined during the environmental permitting stage. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. Should you have any questions 
regarding this letter, please contact Ms. Lauren P. Milligan at (850) 245-2170. 

y ours sincerely, 

Sally B. Mann, Director 
Office of Intergovernmental Programs 

SBMjlm 
Enclosures 

cc: Roxane Dow, DEP, BBCS 
Laura Kammerer, DOS 



DEP Home I OIP Home I Contact DEP I Search I DEP Site MaQ 

IProject Information 

Iproject: IIFL200809194439C 

Icomments 
Due: 1110/24/2008 

ILetter Due: 1111/03/2008 

Description: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF 
ENGINEERS - SCOPING NOTICE - FEASIBILITY STUDY, ST. JOHNS 
COUNTY SHORE PROTECTION PROJECT - ST. JOHNS COUNTY, 
FLORIDA. 

IKeywords: 
I ACOE - SCOPING NOTICE - ST. JOHNS COUNTY SHORE PROTECTION 
PROJECT 

ICFDA #: 1112.101 

IAgency Comments: 

INE FLORIDA RPC - NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

INO Comments 

1ST. JOHNS - ST. JOHNS COUNTY 

I 
IFISH and WILDLIFE COMMISSION - FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

INO Comments Received 

ISTATE - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

The DOS has reviewed the Florida Master Site File and its records for information to be addressed in the proposed NEPA 
document and notes that a number of recorded shipwrecks are located directly within or in close proximity to the St. 
Augustine Inlet Ebb Shoal Borrow Area and Nearshore Sand Search Area. DOS staff strongly recommends that these areas 
be eliminated from consideration unless absolutely necessary. If it is necessary to use these areas, steps must be taken to 
relocate all sites within the area to provide the proper buffer. Once potential borrow areas have been determined, the DOS 
will comment on whether an underwater assessment survey must be conducted. Staff looks forward to reviewing the results 
of the study prior to the submission of an EIS/EA for the project and coordinating in the protection and preservation of 
significant cultural resources. 

IENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

The DEP Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems is very supportive of the study and is participating in cost-sharing 
associated with the project. The South Ponte Vedra area was designated critically eroded in 2007, and several structures are 
threatened. Based on previous studies, DEP has no objection to investigating the offshore borrow areas for compatible sand. 
Geotechnical investigations should be conducted in accordance with the DEP Bureau's requirements for Quality Assurance 
and Quality Control, and comprehensive enough to document the compatibility of sand in the proposed borrow area(s) to 
the existing (natural) beach. The beaches in St. Johns County have high variability, and multiple borrow sites may be 
required. Use of nearshore borrow areas would require adequate numerical modeling supported by accurate data to provide 
"reasonable assurance" that the potential borrow area would not cause additional or relocated erosion to the shoreline. The 
Bureau has also requested to participate directly in formulating the Feasibility Study by including staff on the Project Delivery 
Team, as outlined in the Interagency Cooperative Agreement. 

1ST. JOHNS RIVER WMD - ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

ISJRWMD has no comments. 

For more information or to submit comments, please contact the Clearinghouse Office at: 

3900 COMMONWEALTH BOULEVARD, M.S. 47 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-3000 
TELEPHONE: (850) 245-2161 
FAX: (850) 245-2190 

I 
1 

1 

1 

I 

I 

I 



Florida Department of 

Memorandum Environtnental Protection 

DATE: October 31,2008 

TO: Lauren P. Milligan, Office of Intergovernmental Programs 

FROM: Roxane R. Dow, Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems 

SUBJECT: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - Scoping Notice - Feasibility Study, st. Johns 
County Shore Protection Project - St. Johns County, Florida. 
SAl #: FL08-4439C 

The Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems is very supportive of this study and is cost-sharing 
the non-federal costs associated with it. The South Ponte Vedra area was designated critically 
eroded in 2007, and several structures are threatened. 

Based on previous studies, we have no objection to investigating the off shore borrow areas for 
compatible sand. Geotechnical investigations should be conducted in accordance with the 
Bureau's requirements for Quality Assurance and Quality Control, and comprehensive enough to 
document the compatibility of sand in the proposed borrow area(s) to the existing (natural) 
beach. The beaches in St. Johns County have high variability, and multiple borrow sites may be 
required. 

Use of nearshore borrow areas would require adequate numerical modeling support~d by 
accurate data to provide "reasonable assurance" that the potential borrow area would not cause 
additional or relocated erosion to the shoreline. . 

The Bureau would like to participate directly in formulating this Feasibility Study. We requested 
inclusion of members on the Project Delivery Team, as outlined in the Interagency Cooperative 
Agreement, but have not received an official request to appoint anyone. 

cc: Ro bert Brantly 
Michael Barnett 
Guy Weeks 
Paden Woodruff 



FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Kurt S. Browning 

Secretary of State 
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES 

RECEIVED 
OCT 2 7 2008 

DEP Office of 
Intergovt'l Programs 

Ms. Laura Milligan October 23, 2008 
Florida State Clearing House 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS-47 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-3000 

RE: DHR No.: 2008-06146/ Date Received: September 25,2008 
St. Johns County Shore Protection Project (SP P) Study Area 
St. Johns County 

Dear Ms. Milligan: 

Our office is reviewing the referenced application in accordance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, as well as with Chapters 267, Florida Statutes, and 
Florida's Coastal Zone Consistency Program. The purpose of our review is to identify possible 
impact to historic resources listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register o./Flistoric Places, 
or otherwise of historical, architectural or archaeological value. The State Historic Preservation 
Officer is to advise and assist state and federal agencies and applicants to identify historic resources, 
assess effects on them, and considerations of alternatives to avoid or minimize adverse effects. 

We reviewed the Florida Master Site File and our records for information to be addressed in either 
an Environmental Impact Statement or Environmental Assessment for evaluation of the feasibility 
of providing shoreline erosion protection, hurricane and storm damage reduction, and related 
purposes to the shores ofSt. Johns County. We note that a number of recorded shipwrecks are 
located directly within or in close proximity to the St. Augustine Inlet Ebb Shoal Borrow Area, and 
the Nearshore Sand Search Area. This office strongly recommends that these areas be eliminated 
from consideration unless absolutely necessary. Furthermore, if it is a necessity to use these areas, 
steps will ha\Z.e to be undertaken to relocate all sites within the area in order to provide the proper 
buffer. 

Once potential borrow areas have been determined, this office will comlnent on whether or not an 
underwater assessment survey must be conducted. We look forward to reviewing the results of the 
study prior to the submission of an Environmental Impact StatementlEnvironl1'zental Assessment for 
the St. Johns County Shoreline Protection Project and coordinating in the protection and 
preservation of significant cultural resources. 

500 S. Bronough Street. Tallahassee, FL 32399-0250 • http://www.flheritage.com 

o Director's Office 
(850) 245-6300 • FAX: 245-6436 

o Archaeological Research 
(850) 245-6444 • FAX: 245-6452 

./ Historic Preservation 
(850) 245-6333 • FAX: 245-0'137 



Ms. Milligan 
October 20, 2008 
Page 2 

If there are any questions concerning our comments, please contact Michael Bali, Historic Sites 
Specialist, by electronic mail at mrhart(Q),dos.state.fi.us, or by telephone at 850/245-6333. Thank 
you for your interest in protecting Florida's historic properties. 

Sincerely, 

Frederick P. Gaske, Director, and 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Xc: Eric Summa! Jacksonville District Army Corps of Engineers 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Sent via Electronic Mail) 
 
Mr. Eric Summa 
Chief, Environmental Branch, Planning Division 
Jacksonville District, Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 4970 
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019 
 
Attention: Paul DeMarco 
 
Dear Mr. Summa: 
 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reviewed your invitation, dated October 29, 2008, to 
become a cooperating agency for the development of either an Environmental Impact Statement or 
Environmental Assessment that will evaluate the feasibility of providing shoreline erosion protection and 
hurricane and storm damage reduction to the shores of St. Johns County, Florida.  The invitation was 
extended in accordance with regulations pertaining to the National Environmental Policy Act (Title 40 of 
the Code of Federal Regulations, part 1501.6).  We understand that acceptance of the cooperating agency 
status involves actions and responsibilities beyond those normally associated with a commenting agency 
and that NMFS is being asked to provide special expertise on the habitats used by estuarine and marine 
species in the area. 
 
NMFS accepts the invitation to serve as a cooperating agency.  Due to staffing constraints, our 
participation may be limited to technical reviews, development of short sections of environmental 
documents, and occasional project related travel.  Mr. George Getsinger, at our Jacksonville Office, will 
be available for further consultation as needed.  He may be reached at 9741 Ocean Shore Drive, St. 
Augustine, Florida 32080, by telephone at (904) 461-8674, or by email at George.Getsinger@noaa.gov. 
 
        Sincerely, 

 
       / for 

Miles M. Croom 
Assistant Regional Administrator 

        Habitat Conservation Division 
cc:  
 
COE Eric.P.Summa@usace.army.mil, Paul.M.DeMarco@usace.army.mil 
F/SER47 George.Getsinger@noaa.gov 

 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 

 
Southeast Regional Office 
263 13th Avenue South 
St. Petersburg, Florida  33701-5505 
(727) 824-5317; FAX (727) 824-5300 
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/ 
 
June 24, 2009 F/SER4:GG/pw 
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by the IPHC between the commercial 
and charter vessel fisheries. If approved 
by the Secretary of Commerce, this new 
allocation program would not be 
effective before 2012. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq. 

Dated: March 30, 2010. 

Emily H. Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2010–7626 Filed 4–2–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Economic Development Administration 

Notice of Petitions by Firms for 
Determination of Eligibility To Apply 
for Trade Adjustment Assistance 

AGENCY: Economic Development 
Administration, Department of 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice and opportunity for 
public comment. 

Pursuant to Section 251 of the Trade 
Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2341 et seq.), the 

Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) has received petitions for 
certification of eligibility to apply for 
Trade Adjustment Assistance from the 
firms listed below. EDA has initiated 
separate investigations to determine 
whether increased imports into the 
United States of articles like or directly 
competitive with those produced by 
each firm contributed importantly to the 
total or partial separation of the firm’s 
workers, or threat thereof, and to a 
decrease in sales or production of each 
petitioning firm. 

LIST OF PETITIONS RECEIVED BY EDA FOR CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY FOR TRADE ADJUSTMENT 
[3/23/2010 through 3/30/2010] 

Firm Address Date accepted 
for filing Products 

Mansfield Plumbing Products, LLC 150 E. 1st St., Perrysville, OH 
44864.

3/23/2010 Sinks and lavatories made of porcelain or china. 

Hurst Manufacturing ....................... 1551 East Broadway, Princeton, 
NJ 47670.

3/24/2010 Electric Motors, Brushless DC, AC Induction, Step-
per and Synchronous. 

Adams USA, Inc ............................. 610 S Jefferson Avenue, 
Cookeville, TN 38501.

3/25/2010 The firm produces sporting goods equipment; pri-
mary materials include plastic and fabric. 

Bailey Knit Corporation .................. 1606 Sanders Ave, NE., Fort 
Payne, AL 35967.

3/25/2010 The firm produces socks; primary materials include 
cotton and synthetic fibers. 

Development Associates, Inc ......... 300 Old Baptist Road, North King-
ston, RI 02852.

3/25/2010 Development Associates manufactures poly-
urethane Resin, clear polyurethane resin—auto 
grade, non-yellowing, uv stable, mercury free, 
urethane Adhesive, epoxy primer, wire and cable 
coating. 

Hawaiian Sun Products, Inc ........... 259 Sand Island Access, Hono-
lulu, HI 96819.

3/25/2010 Hawaiian Sun produces tropical fruit juices, pre-
serves, chocolate covered food products, maca-
damia nuts, and a variety of other food products. 

Pierce Aluminum Company, Inc ..... 34 Forge Park, Franklin, MA 
02038.

3/25/2010 Pierce Aluminum specializes in aluminum products 
for use in the marine, transportation, defense, Ar-
chitectural, and general manufacturing. They also 
provide finished aluminum products for first line 
production capabilities for the same industries. 

Alpha Machining & Manufacturing, 
Inc.

1604 N. 161st East Avenue, 
Tulsa, OK 74116.

3/29/2010 Machined parts for the aircraft industry. 

Any party having a substantial 
interest in these proceedings may 
request a public hearing on the matter. 

A written request for a hearing must 
be submitted to the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance for Firms Division, Room 
7106, Economic Development 
Administration, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington, DC 20230, no 
later than ten (10) calendar days 
following publication of this notice. 

Please follow the procedures set forth 
in section 315.9 of EDA’s final rule (71 
FR 56704) for procedures for requesting 
a public hearing. The Catalog of Federal 
Domestic Assistance official program 
number and title of the program under 
which these petitions are submitted is 
11.313, Trade Adjustment Assistance. 

Dated: March 30, 2010. 
Bryan Borlik, 
Program Director. 
[FR Doc. 2010–7587 Filed 4–2–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–24–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army; Corps of 
Engineers 

Intent To Prepare a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
Hurricane and Storm Damage 
Reduction for South Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Vilano Beach, and Summer 
Haven Beach Reaches, St. Johns 
County, FL 

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice of intent. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Jacksonville District, intends 
to prepare a Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement (DEIS) for evaluation of the 
feasibility of providing hurricane and 
storm damage reduction (HSDR), and 
related purposes to the shores of St. 
Johns County, Florida. In cooperation 
with St. Johns County, the study will 
evaluate alternatives that will maximize 
HSDR while minimizing environmental 
impacts within three reaches designated 
critically eroded by Florida Department 
of Environmental Protection (FDEP): (1) 
South Ponte Vedra Beach (R84–R110/5 
miles), (2) Vilano Beach (R110–R122/2.5 
miles) and (3) Summer Haven Beach 
(R197–R209/2.3 miles). 

ADDRESSES: U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Planning Division, 
Environmental Branch, P.O. Box 4970, 
Jacksonville, FL 32232–0019. 
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Paul M. DeMarco, by e-mail 
Paul.M.DeMarco@usace.army.mil or by 
telephone at 904–232–1897. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

a. Proposed Action. The Rivers and 
Harbors Act of 1962 gave the Secretary 
of the Army broad authorization to 
survey coastal areas of the United States 
and its possessions in the interest of 
beach erosion control, hurricane 
protection and related purposes, 
provided that surveys of particular areas 
would be authorized by appropriate 
resolutions (Pub. L. 87–874, Section 
110). As a result, portions of the St. 
Johns County shoreline experiencing 
severe erosion were studied extensively. 
The St. Johns County, Florida General 
Reevaluation Report (GRR) (USACE 
1998), recommended beach 
nourishment along St. Augustine Beach. 
Initial fill was completed in January 
2003. 

Authority for the proposed study is 
House Resolution 2646 adopted June 21, 
2000. A Reconnaissance Report 
completed in March 2004, by the Corps, 
concluded based on preliminary 
findings, there was a federal interest in 
pursuing HSDR for the Vilano Beach 
and Summer Haven Beach reaches. 
Subsequent to the completion of that 
report, South Ponte Vedra Beach 
experienced severe erosion, was 
designated as a critically eroded beach 
by FDEP, and therefore added to the 
scope of the Federal study. 

b. Alternatives. Project’s alternatives 
include no action and various levels of 
protection along approximately 9.8 
miles of coastal shoreline along three 
reaches designated as critically eroded 
areas. In addition to various levels of 
beach nourishment and periodic 
renourishment, the Corps will consider 
other management measures such as 
nearshore placement of sand, 
breakwaters, submerged artificial reef, 
groins, revetments, seawalls, dunes/ 
vegetation, change to the Coastal 
Construction Control Line, relocation of 
structures, moratorium on construction, 
establish a no-growth program, 
relocation of structures, flood proofing 
of structures, and condemnation of 
structures with land acquisition. 

c. Scoping Process. The scoping 
process as outlined by the Council on 
Environmental Quality has been and 
will continue to be utilized to involve 
Federal, State, and local agencies, 
affected Indian tribes, and other 
interested persons and organizations. 
Scoping letters were sent to the 
appropriate parties requesting their 
comments and concerns on August 17, 
2005, for the Summer Haven and Vilano 

Beach reaches of the study area. After 
that time, FDEP designated the South 
Ponte Vedra Reach as critically eroding. 
A second scoping letter was sent out on 
September 16, 2008, to include the 
South Ponte Vedra Reach in the study 
area. Initial comments and concerns 
have been received. Any additional 
persons and organizations wishing to 
participate in the scoping process 
should contact the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers at the above address. 

Significant issues to be analyzed in 
the DEIS would include effects on 
Federally listed threatened and 
endangered species, and Essential Fish 
Habitat. Other issues would be health 
and safety, water quality, aesthetics and 
recreation, fish and wildlife resources, 
cultural resources, and socio-economic 
resources. Issues identified through 
scoping and public involvement thus far 
include loss of land and property due to 
erosion, lack of protection from 
hurricanes, loss of recreational beach, 
concern over impacts to sea turtles and 
shore birds from renourishment, 
concern over impacts to benthic 
organisms from mining and fill, concern 
over protecting surfing spots and the 
revenue they generate, concern over 
wasting Federal tax dollars, too much 
time since the first studies without 
positive results, and concern that 
revetments and seawalls harm sea turtle 
nesting. 

Any proposed action would be 
coordinated with the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service and the National 
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act, and with the State Historic 
Preservation Officer. The NMFS Habitat 
Conservation Division (HCD) has 
accepted cooperating agency status on 
the study. 

Any proposed action would also 
involve evaluation for compliance with 
guidelines pursuant to section 404(b) of 
the Clean Water Act; application (to the 
State of Florida) for Water Quality 
Certification pursuant to section 401 of 
the Clean Water Act; certification of 
state lands, easements, and rights of 
way; and determination of Coastal Zone 
Management Act consistency. The FDEP 
Bureau of Beaches and Coastal Systems 
(BBCS) has also accepted cooperating 
agency status on the study. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
and the non-Federal sponsor, St. Johns 
County, would provide extensive 
information and assistance on the 
resources to be impacted and 
alternatives. 

d. Scoping Meetings. Public scoping 
meetings could be held. Exact dates, 
times, and locations would be published 
in local papers. 

e. Agency Role. As the cooperating 
agency, NMFS HCD and FDEP BBCS 
will provide information and assistance 
on the resources to be impacted, 
mitigation measures and alternatives. 
Other agencies having either regulatory 
authority or special expertise may also 
be invited to become a cooperating 
agency in preparation of the EIS. 
Specifically, as a Federal agency with 
jurisdiction to manage resources 
available on the Outer Continental Shelf 
(OCS), the U.S. Minerals Management 
Service would be invited should 
potential borrow areas be identified 
within Federal waters (outside the 3- 
mile State statutory limit). 

f. Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement Availability. The study 
schedule is dependent upon 
Congressional funding and the current 
estimate is for the Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement to be available on or 
after 2012. 

Dated: March 25, 2010. 
Eric P. Summa, 
Chief, Environmental Branch. 
[FR Doc. 2010–7598 Filed 4–2–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3720–58–P 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Army 

Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) for Training Range and Garrison 
Support Facilities Construction and 
Operation at Fort Stewart, GA 

AGENCY: Department of the Army, DoD. 
ACTION: Notice of Availability (NOA). 

SUMMARY: The Department of the Army 
has prepared a DEIS to analyze the 
environmental and socioeconomic 
impacts resulting from the proposed 
construction of 12 range projects and 2 
garrison support facilities at Fort 
Stewart, Georgia. Completion of these 
projects will better allow the Army to 
support Soldier training requirements 
and will support Fort Stewart’s existing 
and future units. Construction of these 
projects will help to ensure Fort Stewart 
can meet unit training requirements if 
and when the pace of operational 
deployments slows. 
DATES: The public comment period will 
end 45 days after the publication of an 
NOA in the Federal Register by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. 
ADDRESSES: For further information 
regarding the EIS, please contact Mr. 
Charles Walden, Project Manager, 
Directorate of Public Works, Prevention 
and Compliance Branch, Environmental 
Division, 1550 Frank Cochran Drive, 
Building 1137–A, Fort Stewart, Georgia 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 16:35 Apr 02, 2010 Jkt 220001 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\05APN1.SGM 05APN1jle
nt

in
i o

n 
D

S
K

J8
S

O
Y

B
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S



 

You are invited to attend a Feasibility Scoping Meeting (FSM) for the St. Johns County 
Hurricane and Storm Damage Reduction Study (HSDR). This meeting will take place: 

Where:  Jacksonville District Office, located at 701 San Marco Blvd,  
Jacksonville, FL, 32207 in the Executive Conference Room 

When:  March 15, 2011, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

Additionally, a Teleconference and Web Meeting will be established for remote 
attendance; the link for this conference site is below.   

The purpose of the FSM is to collect input from affected resource agencies by  
discussion of:  

 The “Future Without Project” anticipated conditions in the study area,  
 Related issues on the affect to resources for moving the study forward, with 

specific reference to  the alternatives identified in the Draft Feasibility Study 
Report 

 Focus on the feasibility study tailored to the key alternatives 
 Further definition of the required depth of analysis, as well as defined study 

constraints. 

Please contact Paul DeMarco at (904)232-1897, or Matt Schrader at (904)232-2043, or 
by e-mail at  Paul.M.DeMarco@usace.army.mil; Matthew.H.Schrader@usace.army.mil.  
We look forward to your participation; more details regarding this meeting will be 
provided soon.    

 

AUDIO CONFERENCE ACCESS INFORMATION: 
------------------------------------ 

   * USA Toll-Free: (888)830-6260 
* PARTICIPANT CODE: 383416 
 
WEB MEETING ACCESS INFORMATION: 
------------------------------- 
* Web Meeting Address: https://www.webmeeting.att.com 
* Meeting Number(s): (888)830-6260 
* PARTICIPANT CODE: 383416 
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Mr. Eric P. Summa, Chief 

Environmental Branch, Jacksonville District 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

P.O. Box 4970  

Jacksonville, FL  32232-0019 

 

RE: Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers –  

Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment, North Beach and  

Nearshore Placement, Maintenance Dredging St. Augustine Inlet and  

Adjacent Intracoastal Waterway – St. Johns County, Florida. 

SAI # FL201505017280C 

 

Dear Mr. Summa: 

 

The Florida State Clearinghouse has coordinated a review of the subject Draft Supplemental 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) under the following authorities:  Presidential Executive 

Order 12372; § 403.061(42), Florida Statutes; the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C. 

§§ 1451-1464, as amended; and the National Environmental Policy Act, 42 U.S.C. §§ 4321-

4347, as amended. 

 

The following agencies submitted comments, concerns and recommendations regarding the 

Draft SEA, all of which (memorandum and letters) are attached hereto, incorporated herein 

by this reference, and made an integral part of this letter: 

 Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

 Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources 

 

Based on the information contained in the Draft SEA and enclosed state agency comments, 

the state has determined that, at this stage, the proposed federal action is consistent with the 

Florida Coastal Management Program (FCMP).  To ensure the project’s continued 

consistency with the FCMP, the concerns identified by our reviewing agencies must be 

addressed prior to project implementation.  The state’s continued concurrence will be based 

on the activities’ compliance with FCMP authorities, including federal and state monitoring of 

the activities to ensure their continued conformance, and the adequate resolution of issues 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/
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identified during this and any subsequent reviews.  The state’s final concurrence of the 

project’s consistency with the FCMP will be determined during the environmental permitting 

process, in accordance with Section 373.428, Florida Statutes. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the draft document.  Should you have any questions 

regarding this letter, please don’t hesitate to contact me at Lauren.Milligan@dep.state.fl.us or 

(850) 245-2170. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Lauren P. Milligan, Coordinator 

Florida State Clearinghouse 

Office of Intergovernmental Programs 

 

Enclosures 

 

ec: Roxane Dow, DEP, DWRM 

 Rebecca Prado, DEP, FCO 

 Cheri Albin, DEP, FPS 

 Scott Sanders, FWC 

 Timothy Parsons, DOS 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/
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Project Information
Project: FL201505017280C 

Comments 
Due: 06/12/2015 

Letter Due: 06/30/2015 

Description: DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY, JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF 
ENGINEERS - DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT, 
NORTH BEACH AND NEARSHORE PLACEMENT, MAINTENANCE 
DREDGING ST. AUGUSTINE INLET AND ADJACENT INTRACOASTAL 
WATERWAY - ST. JOHNS COUNTY, FLORIDA. 

Keywords: ACOE - MAINTENANCE DREDGING ST. AUGUSTINE INLET AND IWW - ST. 
JOHNS CO. 

CFDA #: 12.107 

Agency Comments:
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

The DEP's Division of Water Resource Management finds the Draft SEA to be consistent with its authorities under the FCMP. 
The document addresses recommendations in the St. Augustine Inlet Management Plan, and one nearshore placement event 
has already been permitted under Joint Coastal Permit Modification No. 0251706-006-JN. The DEP's Florida Coastal Office 
also offers the following specific comments: The proposed South Ponte Vedra placement areas (between R-84 and R-98) are 
within the Guana River Marsh Aquatic Preserve and the Guana Tolomato Matanzas NERR. This area is a State Sea Turtle 
Index beach with a monitoring dataset beginning in 1987; any artificial manipulation during sea turtle nesting season could 
compromise the integrity of this long-standing data. The waters of the aquatic preserve are also classified as an OFW. The 
Draft SEA uses data collected between 2001 and 2008. Since that time, the area has seen a significant increase in nesting. 
Staff suggests that more recent data be used, including this year’s nests: a Leatherback nest documented near R-105 on 
May 17, 2015, and a Kemp's Ridley nest documented near R-102 on May 23, 2015. It is likely that the “nest per kilometer”
ranking has changed as well. Although alterations to the beach could compromise the beach as an index beach, staff will 
defer to the FWC's recommendations, as they are the lead agency for protected species. The beaches within the Guana River 
Marsh Aquatic Preserve have not been previously nourished. Therefore, it is recommended that that sand placed on these 
beaches be carefully selected and monitored to ensure that the original grain size is preserved. Sediment samples used to 
determine the native beach grain size should be obtained from beaches within the aquatic preserve that have not been 
previously nourished.... 

FISH and WILDLIFE COMMISSION - FLORIDA FISH AND WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

The FWC notes that Section 4 of the draft SEA addresses environmental effects, proposed minimization measures, and 
environmental commitments. The USACE has determined that the nearshore placement “may affect but is not likely to 
adversely affect” sea turtles in the water, manatees, right whales, or the smalltooth sawfish, and that the north beach 
placement is “not likely to adversely affect” these species. FWC staff offers the following additional recommendations for 
consideration in the final SEA. Placement of sand in the nearshore along a marine turtle nesting beach from May 1 through 
October 31 can interfere with nesting or hatchling marine turtles. Vessels operating along the nesting beach at night can 
block access to or from the beach. Lights on the dredge and other vessels operating in proximity to the nesting beach could 
be visible for miles along the shoreline, causing disorientation of nesting and/or hatchling sea turtles. Minimization measures 
need to be proposed to ensure that nesting and hatchling marine turtles are protected if nearshore placement occurs at 
night during the nesting season. FWC staff may provide more specific recommendations once project specifications have 
been finalized, such as during the permit review process. The draft SEA states that the USACE would implement its 
migratory bird protection policy should dredged sand be placed on the beach during the April 1 through August 31 seabird 
and shorebird nesting season. It is stated that the policy requires monitoring and a buffer of at least 200 feet around nests. 
FWC's standard shorebird conditions recommend a buffer distance of 300 feet. Buffer zones and other avoidance measures 
can be used to reduce the potential for "take" of state-listed species, as defined in Chapter 68A-27, F.A.C., which would 
eliminate the need to obtain an Incidental Take Permit from the FWC. Staff is available to assist with determining avoidance 
and minimization measures or discuss permitting alternatives. 

STATE - FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

The DOS notes that a new cultural resource assessment survey will be conducted by the USACE of the South Ponte Vedra 
(SPV) Near Shore Placement Area. Staff looks forward to receiving a copy of this survey for review. Regarding the proposed 
maintenance dredging activities, the DOS' May 8, 2015 comments concerning the maintenance of buffers around known 
targets and magnetic anomalies are still applicable. DOS notes that these concerns are addressed in the Draft SEA (April 
2015). If the above conditions are met, the DOS concurs with the USACE's determination that the proposed undertakings will 
have no adverse effect on historic properties. 

ST. JOHNS RIVER WMD - ST. JOHNS RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT 

SJRWMD has no comments. 

NE FLORIDA RPC - NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL 

The NEFRC and St. Johns County have no comments on the proposal. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Lauren Milligan, Office of Intergovernmental Programs 

FROM:  Roxane Dow, Division of Water Resource Management 

Rebecca Prado, Florida Coastal Office 

Cheri Albin, Florida Park Service 

SUBJECT: Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers –             

Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA), North Beach and 

Nearshore Placement, Maintenance Dredging St. Augustine Inlet and     

Adjacent Intracoastal Waterway – St. Johns County, Florida. 

SAI # FL201505017280C 

DATE:   June 15, 2015 

 

 

 

Staff of the Department’s Division of Water Resource Management finds the Draft SEA to be 

consistent with its authorities under the Florida Coastal Management Program.  The document 

addresses recommendations in the St. Augustine Inlet Management Plan (IMP), and one 

nearshore placement event has already been permitted under Joint Coastal Permit Modification 

No. 0251706-006-JN. 
 

 

The Department’s Florida Coastal Office also offers the following specific comments: 

 

The proposed South Ponte Vedra placement areas (between range monuments R-84 and R-98) 

are within the Guana River Marsh Aquatic Preserve and the Guana Tolomato Matanzas 

National Estuarine Research Reserve.  This area is a State Sea Turtle Index beach with a 

monitoring dataset beginning in 1987; any artificial manipulation during sea turtle nesting 

season could compromise the integrity of this long-standing data.  The waters of the aquatic 

preserve are also classified as Outstanding Florida Waters (OFW). 

 

The Draft SEA uses data collected between 2001 and 2008.  Since that time, the area has seen a 

significant increase in nesting.  Staff suggests that more recent data be used, including this 

year’s nests:  a Leatherback sea turtle nest documented near monument R-105 on May 17, 

2015, and a Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle nest documented near R-102 on May 23, 2015.  It is 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/
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likely that the “nest per kilometer” ranking has changed as well.  Although alterations to the 

beach could compromise the beach as an index beach, staff will defer to the Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission’s recommendations, as they are the lead agency for 

protected species.  

 

The beaches within the Guana River Marsh Aquatic Preserve have not been previously 

nourished.  Therefore, it is recommended that that sand placed on these beaches be carefully 

selected and monitored to ensure that the original grain size is preserved.  Sediment samples 

used to determine the native beach grain size should be obtained from beaches within the 

aquatic preserve that have not been previously nourished.  This should not only help reduce 

turbidity to the OFW classified waters, but also lead to quicker stabilization of the beach 

profile, reduce erosion and serve to maximize the interval between future nourishments.  

 

For further information and assistance, please contact Mr. Mike Shirley or Ms. Andrea Noel in 

the Florida Coastal Office’s East Coast Region at (904) 823-4500. 
 

 

The following comments are provided by the Department’s Florida Park Service (FPS): 

 

The FPS recognizes the St. Augustine IMP and will work with the Division of Water Resource 

Management to provide support and further the objectives of the plan, particularly optimizing 

the protection of beach habitat and beach front recreation at Anastasia State Park. 

 

In recent years, FPS staff has observed increased erosion on the north end of Anastasia State 

Park following dredging projects north of and offshore the park.  These alterations have led to 

the loss of significant beach front, and endangered beach mouse and shorebird nesting habitat 

in the northernmost strand of the park.  The FPS, therefore, requests that sand transfer material 

be placed south of the inlet between R-125 and R-127 in an effort to replace loss of this 

significant habitat and recreational area on the park’s north end.  Placement of sand as noted 

above would further the objective to replicate the natural drift of sand that has been interrupted 

or altered, and to place sand on adjacent eroding beaches put forward in the IMP. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Ms. Cheri Albin in the FPS Bureau of Natural and 

Cultural Resources at (850) 245-3105. 

http://www.dep.state.fl.us/
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Lauren P. Milligan, Coordinator 

Florida State Clearinghouse 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 

3900 Commonwealth Blvd, M.S. 47 

Tallahassee, FL  32399-3000 

Lauren.Milligan@dep.state.fl.us 

 

 

Re: SAI #FL201505017280C, Department of the Army, Jacksonville District Corps of 

Engineers, Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA), Maintenance 

Dredging of St. Augustine Inlet with Beach and Nearshore Placement, St. Johns 

County 

 

 

Dear Ms. Milligan: 

 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) staff has reviewed the 

above-referenced project, and provides the following comments and recommendations 

for your consideration in accordance with Chapter 379, Florida Statutes, and the Coastal 

Zone Management Act, Florida's Coastal Management Program. 

 

 

Project Description 

 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) proposes to conduct periodic maintenance 

dredging of the St. Augustine Inlet, including Intracoastal Waterway (IWW) Cuts SJ-28 

to SJ-30, a portion of the inlet flood shoal, and a portion of the inlet entrance channel 

along Porpoise Point.  The proposed project includes placement of beach-compatible 

dredge spoil along the shorelines of:  1) Anastasia State Park and St. Augustine Beach 

from Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) monuments R-132 to R-

152 located south of the inlet, 2) South Ponte Vedra from R-84 to R-98 located north of 

the inlet, and 3) Vilano Beach from R-109 to R-117 north of the inlet.  Dredge spoil that 

is not beach-compatible is proposed to be placed in near-shore placement areas from 

FDEP monuments R-141 to R-146 south of the inlet or from R-84 to R-98 and R-109 to 

R-117 north of the inlet. 

 

An Environmental Assessment was completed in 2011 for the proposed maintenance 

dredging with spoil disposal on the beach and nearshore areas south of the inlet with a 

Finding of No Significant Impact.  In 2014 the FDEP issued the "Critically Eroded 

Beaches in Florida" report, which identified 11.5 miles of critically eroded shoreline in 

St. Johns County and a revision to the St. Augustine Inlet Management Plan.  The plan 

recommended placement of dredged beach-compatible dredge spoil on designated 

critically eroded shorelines to the north or south of the inlet.  The subject draft SEA is 

intended to only evaluate placement of dredge spoil north of the inlet.  It is noted that the 

FDEP issued Joint Coastal Permit (JCP) Modification No. 0251706-006-JN on April 21, 

2015, for nearshore placement of dredge spoil at Vilano Beach. 
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Potentially Affected Resources 

 

As discussed in Section 3.3 of the draft SEA, the project areas may provide habitat for the 

following federally listed species: 

 

 Green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas, Federally Endangered [FE]) 

 Loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta caretta, Federally Threated [FT]) 

 Leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea, FE) 

 Kemp's ridley sea turtle (Lepidochelys kempii, FE) 

 Florida manatee (Trichechus manatus latirostris, FE) 

 Smalltooth sawfish (Pristis pectinate, FE) 

 Piping plover (Charadrius melodus, FT) 

 Anastasia Island beach mouse (Peromyscus polionotus phasma, FE) 

 North Atlantic right whale (Eubalaena glacialis, FE) 

 

The draft SEA notes that the project area is located within critical habitat for the 

loggerhead sea turtle, designated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the National 

Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in July 2014.  It is also noted that the project site is 

located within NMFS-designated critical habitat for the North Atlantic right whale.  

Section 3.6 of the draft SEA notes that species common to northeast Florida may be 

found within the dredge spoil placement areas, including wading birds, shorebirds and 

other colonial nesting birds, gopher tortoises, and benthic organisms. 

 

 

Comments and Recommendations 

 

Section 4 of the draft SEA addresses environmental effects, proposed minimization 

measures, and environmental commitments.  The USACE has determined that the 

nearshore placement “may affect but is not likely to adversely affect” sea turtles in the 

water, manatees, right whales, or the smalltooth sawfish, and that the north beach 

placement is “not likely to adversely affect” these species.   

 

Marine Turtles 

 

The draft SEA notes that the terms and conditions of the NMFS South Atlantic Division 

Regional Biological Opinions (SARBO) that are intended to minimize incidental take of 

marine turtles will be followed.  The draft SEA also includes measures to minimize 

potential adverse impacts to marine turtles.  FWC staff offers the following additional 

recommendations for consideration in preparing the final SEA.  Placement of sand in the 

nearshore along a marine turtle nesting beach from May 1 through October 31 can 

interfere with nesting or hatchling marine turtles.  Vessels operating along the nesting 

beach at night can block access to or from the beach.  Lights on the dredge and other 

vessels operating in proximity to the nesting beach could be visible for miles along the 

shoreline, causing disorientation of nesting and/or hatchling sea turtles.  Minimization 

measures need to be proposed to ensure that nesting and hatchling marine turtles are 

protected if nearshore placement occurs at night during the nesting season.  FWC staff 
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may provide more specific recommendations once project specifications have been 

finalized, such as during the permit review process. 

 

Seabirds and Shorebirds 

 

The draft SEA states that the USACE would implement its migratory bird protection 

policy should dredged sand be placed on the beach during the April 1 through August 31 

seabird and shorebird nesting season.  It is stated that the policy requires monitoring and 

a buffer of at least 200 feet around nests.  The FWC standard shorebird conditions 

recommends a buffer distance of 300 feet.  Buffer zones and other avoidance measures 

can be used to reduce the potential for "take" of state-listed species, as defined in Chapter 

68A-27, Florida Administrative Code (Rules Relating to Endangered or Threatened 

Species), which would eliminate the need to obtain an Incidental Take Permit from the 

FWC.  FWC staff is available to assist with determining avoidance and minimization 

measures or to discuss permitting alternatives. 

 

We appreciate the opportunity to review the draft SEA and FWC staff is available to 

provide technical assistance as needed in preparation of the final SEA to ensure that 

potential impacts to fish and wildlife resources are minimized.  We find the information 

submitted in the draft SEA consistent with FWC's authorities under Chapter 379, F.S.  If 

you need any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact Jane Chabre either by 

phone at (850) 410-5367 or by email at 

FWCConservationPlanningServices@MyFWC.com.  If you have specific technical 

questions regarding the content of this letter, please contact Laura DiGruttolo by phone at 

(352) 732-1225 or by email at Laura.Digruttolo@MyFWC.com. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Jennifer D. Goff 

Land Use Planning Administrator 

Office of Conservation Planning Services 

 

jdg/ld 
ENV 1-3-2 
St Augustine Inlet and IWW North Placement Draft EA_21077_061615 

 

cc: Paul Demarco, USACE, paul.m.demarco@usace.army.mil 
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Mr. Eric P. Summa        June 2, 2015 
Jacksonville USACE, Planning & Policy Division 
Environmental Branch 
701 San Marco Boulevard 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207-8175 
 
Re: DHR Project: 2015-2095/ Received by DHR: May 4, 2015 
 Sponsor: Florida Inland Navigation District, St. Augustine Port, Waterway and Beach District 
 Project: U.S. Army Corp of Engineers, Maintenance Dredging for Proposed Cuts 27A to 30A of the  
 IWW and the St. Augustine Inlet Channel and Settling Basins 
 Disposal Alternatives for Beach Placement above Mean High Water: St. Augustine Beach or 
 Anastasia State Park (Between DEP Monuments R-131-A to R-148) 
 Nearshore Placement Alternatives below Mean Lower Low Water between DEP Monument R-141 to R-146 
 Additional Placement Areas for Critically Eroding Areas in South Ponte Vedra (SPV) and Vilano Beach (VB) 
 St. Johns County 
 
Dear Mr. Summa:  
 
This office reviewed the referenced project for possible effects on historic properties listed, or eligible for listing, on 
the National Register of Historic Places.  The review was conducted in accordance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and its implementing regulations in 36 CFR Part 800: Protection of 
Historic Properties.  
 
We note that a new cultural resource assessment survey will be conducted by the Corps of the South Ponte Vedra 
(SPV) Near Shore Placement Area.  We look forward to receiving a copy of this survey for review.  Regarding the 
above referenced maintenance dredging activities: our comment of May 8, 2015 (DHR Project File # 2015-1661 copy 
attached) still stand. We note that these concerns are addressed in the Draft Environmental Assessment (April 2015). 
 
If the above conditions are met, we concur with the Corps’ determination that the proposed undertakings will have no 
adverse effect on historic properties.  
 
For any questions concerning our comments, please contact Robin Jackson, Historic Preservationist, Compliance 
and Review, by electronic mail at robin.jackson@dos.myflorida.com, or at 850.245.6333, or 800.847.7278.   
 
Sincerely 
 
 
 
Robert F. Bendus, Director 
Division of Historical Resources 
& State Historic Preservation Officer 

mailto:robin.jackson@dos.myflorida.com
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Mr. Eric P. Summa                       May 08, 2015  
Jacksonville USACE, Permits Section 
701 San Marco Boulevard. RM 372 
Jacksonville, Florida 32207 

 
Re:       DHR No.: 2015-1661/ Received by DHR: April 09, 2015 
 Applicant: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
 Project: St. Augustine Maintenance Dredge – Cuts SJ 28, 29, 29A, 30 and 30A 
  
Dear Mr. Summa: 
 
Our office received and reviewed the project in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended and the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. The State Historic 
Preservation Officer is to advise and assist federal agencies when identifying historic properties (archaeological, 
architectural, and historical resources) listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places, 
assessing the project’s effects, and considering alternatives to avoid or minimize adverse effects. 
 
 

• Maintain a 200 foot buffer from these four known targets (SA-T-5, SA-OS-2, SA-OS-3 & SA-OS-4) 
 

• We would like to remind the applicant of our previous recommendation regarding dredging of the St. 
Augustine Inlet Channel. There are 20 magnetic anomalies (Cluster SR 1-6) within the South Reach 
Cuts SJ-29, 29A and 30. Our recommendation for a 100 foot buffer to be maintained still stands. 
 

• Maintain a 150 foot buffer around site 8SJ4889, Target 1 (Dixie Crystal Wreck)                        
 

• We recommend that the applicant make contingency plans in the case of fortuitous finds or unexpected 
discoveries during ground disturbing activities within the project area: 

 
If prehistoric or historic artifacts are encountered at any time within the project site area, the permitted 
project shall cease all activities involving subsurface disturbance in the immediate vicinity of the 
discovery. The applicant shall contact the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, 
Compliance Review Section at (850)-245-6333. Project activities shall not resume without verbal and/or 
written authorization. In the event that unmarked human remains are encountered during permitted 
activities, all work shall stop immediately and the proper authorities notified in accordance with Section 
872.05, Florida Statutes.   
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• Any anomalies that cannot be avoided by project activities will need to be subjected to diver 
investigation to determine if they represent significant cultural resources that may be impacted by the 
proposed undertaking. 

 
For any questions concerning our comments, please contact Mary Berman, Historic Preservationist, 
Compliance and Review at 850.245.6333, or by electronic mail at Mary.Berman@dos.myflorida.com.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Robert F. Bendus, Director 
Division of Historical Resources 
and State Historic Preservation Officer 
 
 
 
 





 

 

 

June 29, 2015  F/SER47:BH/pw 

 

(Sent via Electronic Mail) 

 

Colonel Alan M. Dodd, Commander 

Jacksonville District Corps of Engineers 

PO Box 4970 

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019 

 

Attention: Paul Demarco 

 

Dear Colonel Dodd: 

 

NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) reviewed the Jacksonville District’s public 

notice dated May 1, 2015, and Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment, Maintenance 

Dredging St. Augustine Inlet and Adjacent Intracoastal Waterway, St. Johns County, Florida 

(SEA), dated April 2015.  The Jacksonville District proposes to maintenance dredge 

approximately 200,000 cubic yards of material from Cuts 27A to 30A of the Intracoastal 

Waterway (IWW) and the St. Augustine Inlet entrance channel and settling basins.  The IWW 

would be dredged to -12 feet mean lower low water (MLLW) plus 2 feet of allowable over 

dredge, and the inlet entrance channel and settling basins would be dredged to -16 feet MLLW 

plus 2 feet of allowable over dredge.  Dredge material disposal alternatives include:  

 Beach placement above mean high water on St. Augustine Beach or Anastasia State Park 

between Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) monuments R-131A to 

R148. 

 Nearshore (subtidal) placement between FDEP monuments R-141 to R-146. 

 Placement in FDEP-designated critically eroding areas in South Ponte Vedra and Vilano 

Beach between FDEP Monuments R-84 to R-98 and between R109 to R-117, 

respectively.  Adding this disposal area is the primary reason for the SEA. 

 

The initial determination by the Jacksonville District is the proposed maintenance dredging of 

sand from St. Augustine Inlet, which the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council designates 

a Habitat Area of particular Concern (HAPC) and the IWW and disposal onto the beach and into 

nearshore waters SAFMC designates essential fish habitat (EFH), would not have a substantial 

adverse impact on EFH or federally managed fishery species.  As the nation’s federal trustee for 

the conservation and management of marine, estuarine, and anadromous fishery resources, 

NMFS provides the following comments and recommendations pursuant to authorities of the 

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act and the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act).   

 

Consultation History 

The Jacksonville District initiated EFH consultation by letter dated November 18, 2009, and 

provided a the Draft Environmental Assessment, St. Augustine Inlet and Atlantic Intracoastal 
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Waterway, Maintenance Dredging with Beach Placement, St. Johns County, Florida (EA), dated 

October 2009.  By letter dated March 2, 2010, the NMFS provided three EFH conservation 

recommendations for the work, and the Jacksonville District responded to the EFH conservations 

recommendations by letter on May 10, 2010: 

 The NMFS recommended Best Management Practices, such as restricting the time of 

year the dredging is done, be followed to reduce impacts to EFH and vulnerable life 

stages of federally managed fishery species.  The Jacksonville District responded 

indicating it would follow to the extent practicable a schedule of seasonal sediment 

placement (August to March) to reduce these impacts. 

 The NMFS requested the Final EA provide additional information supporting the 

District’s contention that impacts to benthic communities at the nearshore disposal area 

would be minimal or, better, include a monitoring program to evaluate the impacts from 

nearshore disposal.  The Jacksonville District provided additional citations of scientific 

reports concluding impacts to nearshore benthic communities may be minimal. 

 The NMFS requested the Final EA provide additional information supporting the 

District’s contention that benthic communities in the beach disposal areas would recover 

between dredging events, or better, include a monitoring program to evaluate the impacts 

from frequent disposal on the bench communities.  The Jacksonville District provided 

additional citations of scientific reports concluding impacts to the beach communities 

may be minimal despite the frequent disposal events. 

 

Due to staffing limitations, the NMFS did not further pursue the recommended monitoring 

programs, and the Jacksonville District released the Final EA and Finding of No Significant 

Impact (FONSI) on January 19, 2011. 

 

Essential Fish Habitat in the Project Area 

As is normal for an SEA, the discussion of impacts to EFH rely heavily on the discussion in the 

Final EA and focus on the areas not covered previously, i.e., the new disposal areas South Ponte 

Vedra Beach and Vilano Beach (Draft SEA Sections 3.5 and 4.3).  Hardbottom habitat is not 

present near the new disposal area and the predominant EFH present is sandy bottom.  Draft 

SEA Section 3.5 lists hard clams and menhaden as federally managed fishery species.  While 

these species are important components of marine food webs in the project area, they are not 

federally managed.  Additionally, this section identifies flounder (Paralichthys sp.) as a federally 

managed fishery species.  Summer flounder (Paralichthys dentatus) is a federally managed 

species; however, it is not abundant in the area and could be removed from the EFH section of 

the Final SEA.  Draft SEA Sections 4.3.2 and 4.3.3 affirm the Jacksonville District’s 

commitment made in the Final EA to minimize impacts to vulnerable life stages of federally 

managed fishery species by restricting dredging to the fall and winter as funding and scheduling 

allow. 

 

Recommendations 

The NMFS affirms its earlier recommendations for monitoring programs to guide appropriate 

balancing of the timing and frequency of dredging needed for safe navigation with the time 

periods needed for recovery of foraging areas used by fishery species.  In the absence of such 

monitoring to guide development of best management practices for this inlet, the proposed 

environmental window is acceptable. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  Please direct related questions or 

comments to the attention of Brandon Howard at 400 N Congress Avenue, Suite 110, West Palm 

Beach, Florida 33401.  He may be reached by telephone at 561-249-1652 or by e-mail at 

Brandon.Howard@noaa.gov. 

 

        Sincerely, 

 
       / for 

Virginia M. Fay 

Assistant Regional Administrator 

        Habitat Conservation Division 

 

cc: COE, Paul.M.Demarco@usace.army.mil 

FWS, Ashleigh_Blackford@fws.gov 

EPA, Eric.H.Hughes@usace.army.mil 

SAFMC, Roger.Pugliese@safmc.net 

F/SER4, David.Dale@noaa.gov, Brandon.Howard@noaa.gov 
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