
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
       The Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) is beginning preparation of a 
National Environmental Policy Act assessment for the Herbert Hoover Dike (HHD) Rehabilitation 
Project and Dam Safety Modification Study.  The project is located in south central Florida within 
Glades, Hendry, Okeechobee, Palm Beach, and Martin Counties.  This study will focus on the 143 miles 
of HHD embankment surrounding Lake Okeechobee.  A Dam Safety Modification Study has been 
initiated for the HHD and will be focused on a system wide risk reduction approach as required for 
safety modifications to dams.  The purpose of the study is to identify risk reduction measures that can be 
implemented to reduce risks in the HHD system.       
 
       On July 8, 2005, the Jacksonville District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) issued a Final 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Record of Decision for the Major 
Rehabilitation actions proposed for Reach 1 of the HHD.  Several additional EISs and Environmental 
Assessments (EAs) have been completed for Reach 1 of the HHD, including installation of a seepage 
cutoff wall.  The EISs for Reach 1A, Reach 1B, 1C, and 1D, and Reaches 2 and 3 have been retracted by 
notice in the Federal Register on February 5, 2013 (78 FR 8118-8119).  Most recently, an EA was 
completed in January 2012 evaluating impacts of an Alternative Rehabilitation Plan pilot test.  The 
purpose of this pilot test, to be constructed in the southern portion of the HHD, is to seek lower cost 
solutions supporting the overall risk reduction strategy.  Information gained from the pilot test will be 
used during the Dam Safety Modification Study. 

 
       The Corps will hold a Public Scoping Meeting, including a project update, February 26, 2013 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the John Boy Auditorium, 1200 South W.C. Owen Avenue, Clewiston, Florida and 
February 28, 2013 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Okeechobee County Health Department Auditorium, 
1728 Northwest 9th Avenue, Okeechobee, Florida. 
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       We invite the participation of Federal and state agencies, Native American Tribes, local agencies, 
interested parties, and individuals interested in providing comments and identifying any issues or 
concerns.  Please share this notice with any interested party.  Send any comments you may have to the 
attention of Ms. Angela Dunn (904-232-2108) at the letterhead address or email 
HHDEnvironment@usace.army.mil within thirty (30) days of the date of this letter.  All individuals who 
respond with comments will be included in future mailings.  Others may be added to the mailing list by 
making a written request (postcard) to the same address or by email.   
 

 
 
Sincerely,  
 
/s/ 
Eric P. Summa 

      Chief, Environmental Branch   
 
 
Enclosure 
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