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CESAJ-PM (Cong) March 2016 
 
 FACT SHEET 
 COMPREHENSIVE EVERGLADES RESTORATION PLAN  

Lake Okeechobee Watershed (LOW)  
 Construction General (C) 
 Congressional Districts: 17, 18, 19, 20, 25 
 
1.  DESCRIPTION 
  
The Lake Okeechobee Watershed (LOW) project is a component of the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, which was authorized in the Water 
Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 2000 (Public Law 106-541).  The LOW project 
did not receive specific authorization in WRDA 2000, and will need specific 
authorization from Congress. 
 
The LOW project area covers approximately 1,800 square miles and consists of four 
major planning areas based on the four major tributary systems that naturally drain the 
lower portion of the watershed into Lake Okeechobee.  The purpose of this project is to 
increase aquatic and wildlife habitat, regulate extreme highs and lows in lake staging, 
reduce phosphorus loading and reduce damaging releases to the surrounding 
estuaries. In addition, this project will focus on rehydrating wetlands in and around the 
areas north of the lake and improve the ecological health of Lake Istokpoga. 
  
The LOW project, as outlined in the 1999 Restudy, consists of two CERP components, 
the North of Lake Okeechobee Storage Reservoir (component A), and the Taylor 
Creek/Nubbin Slough Storage and Treatment Area (component W), plus three Other 
Project Elements (OPE); the LOW Water Quality Treatment Area (LOWQTF), the LOW 
Tributary Sediment Dredging (LOTSD), and the Lake Istokpoga Regulation Schedule 
Modification (LIRS). 
 
2.  FUNDING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Estimated Total Cost $2,075,875,000 
Estimated Federal Cost 1,037,937,500 
Allocation thru FY15 16,271,177   
Carry In to FY16 0 
Allocation for FY16 150,000 
President’s Budget FY17 800,000 
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3.  SPONSOR 
 
 South Florida Water Management District 
 3301 Gun Club Road 
 West Palm Beach, Florida 
 

4.  STATUS 

The Taylor Creek portion of the project has been completed and was transferred to the 
control of SFWMD in 2011.  The Corps will start a Project Implementation Report in the 
fourth quarter of fiscal year 2016.  
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