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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers schedules public workshop

Update of munitions removal project at former Brooksville Turret Gunnery Range to be given

Jacksonville, Fla. — The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers will hold a public workshop to provide
information about the former Brooksville Turret Gunnery Range (BTGR) and details on Phase Il
munitions removal work. The meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Sept. 11, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at
Central High School, 14075 Ken Austin Parkway, Brooksville, Fla. 34613.

The former BTGR is in southwest Hernando County, about 3.5 miles west of Brooksville and
north of Highway 50. Phase Il of the project is located west of Weeping Willow, on the north side of
Greenwood and Pinewood Avenues. Attendees at the public workshop will learn about the history of the
site, results of previous munitions removal actions, and future investigation plans for the site.

Phase Il of the project is the final phase of munitions removal being conducted on the former
BTGR. Surveying, clearing vegetation and digital geophysical mapping occurred in June 2007, with
removal and disposal of located munitions beginning in November 2007.

The BTGR site was used by the Department of Defense during World War 1l as an infantry and
turret gunnery training area. It was officially closed at the end of the war and the property has since
been subdivided and developed for residential, commercial and agricultural use.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is managing the cleanup of the site under the Defense
Environmental Restoration Program for Formerly Used Defense Sites. During the Phase | and Il work,

more than 5,500 anomolies, or instances of potentially buried metal items, were investigated. Of those
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items, more than 280 rockets and practice rounds, along with more than 1,500 pounds of munitions

debris and over 11,000 pounds of non-military-related scrap were safely removed. The recovered
military-related items were found buried at various depths, ranging from several inches to approximately
3 feet beneath the surface of the ground.

Safety is always the Corps’ top priority. Should anyone encounter or suspect they have
encountered munitions, it is vitally important that they follow the simple “3 Rs” of explosives safety:
Recognize the item may be dangerous; Retreat and do not touch it; Report its location to the local
Sheriff’'s Office immediately.

For more information about the former Brooksville Turret Gunnery Range, contact the Corporate
Communication Office at 904-232-1576 or 1-800-291-9413.
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