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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lifts Navigation Restrictions, 

Opens Locks on Okeechobee Waterway
 

Jacksonville, Fla. – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers has lifted navigation restrictions on the 

Okeechobee Waterway. Navigation had been limited due to low water levels resulting from previous drought 

conditions. With Lake Okeechobee elevation at 14.13 ft. NGVD today, sufficient draft is now available, including 

Lake Okeechobee Route 1, and normal operations are in place, allowing transit for commercial and recreational 

vessels. Route 2 (Rim Canal) remains closed due to debris remaining from previous hurricanes. 

Both the St. Lucie and Port Mayaca locks have also reopened for commercial and recreational traffic. The 

locks had been previously closed for maintenance and installation of manatee protection equipment.   

Mariners are advised that navigation through the Okeechobee Waterway could change on short notice, 

due to direct and indirect impacts from storm systems.  

For current information, please visit: www.saj.usace.army.mil and select Navigation Projects and then 

Navigation Bulletins and Lock Closure Information, or call the Corps’ South Florida Operations Office at 863-983-

8101. 
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