DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232

REPLY TG
ATTENTION OF

December 19, 2008

mits Section

PUBLIC NOTICE
Permit Application No. SAJ-2008-4244 (IP-RLT;

TO OWHCM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received an
application for a Department of the Army permit pursuant to
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S5.C. §1344) and Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1839 (33 U.8.C. $403) as
described bhelow:

APPLICANT: Jose’ Alanis
Plan J Partners, L.L.C.
8400 Orange Avenue
Tt. Pierce, Florida 34945

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The project is located in waters of the
United States, including wetlands, contiguous with the St. Jchns
River. The project is located 9850 New Berlin Road,
Jacksonville, in Section 23, Township 1 South, Range 27 East,
buval County, Florida.

Directicons to the site are as follows: From the interseciion of
I-%5 and 1-29% on the north side of Jacksonville near the
Jacksonville In

iational Airport, take I-Z3%5 North and
South towards Qoeanway. G0

AR g irT 1 2L
105/ Zoo/Heckach

™ k3

™y I, K . 1 - T -
Basic: Commercial Development.



Overall: Constructicn of a commerclal container storage
facility in the Jacksconville area.

PROPOSED WCORK: The applicant proposes to impact 1.83 acres of
wetlands and other surface water to construct a centailner
storage facility with one wet detention pond discharging into a
tributary cof the 8t. Johns ERiver.

Avoidance and Minimization En?ormatlon. The applicant has
provided the following infeormation in support of efforts to
avoid and/or minimize impacts to the aguatic envireonment:

Efforts were undertaken to maximize the use of existing uplands,
while minimizing wetland impact. Unfortunately, the capacity
presented by existing uplands is not sufficient to create an
economically feasible project., The applicant’s project team
endeavored to create a site plan that yields the smallest
possible impervious footprint while providing encugh capacity
for storage of transport containers.

Compensatory Mitigation: The applicant has offered the
following compensatory mitigation plan to offset unavoidable
functional loss to the aguatic environment:

There is no current plan; the applicant proposes to complete the
Uniform Mitigation Assessment Method (UMAM) scoring, and
determination of subsequent mitigation requirements during the
permitting process with the S5t. Johns River Water Management
District.

TSTING CONDITIONS: The project site is split into two parcels
by an existing raillroad track; the western parcel (Parcel A) 1is
approximately 13,96 acres in size, while the eastern parcel

(Parcel B) is approximately 5.40 acres in size. Parcel A, which
' the railroad tracks consist of undevelcoped forested
upland cut ditch and saltwater marshes. Parcel
een New Berlin Road and the existing rallrosad
undev t xed uplands and
cont wetlands. The
ists o ertidal emergent
pe r system. The land systems on pobh parcels
are culvert conneciion under the railroad btracks,
The ive communities were classified according to
the ment of Transportation’s Florida Land Use,
Cov gsification System (FLUCFCS, 1999 as:



Hardwood-Conifer Mixed (FLUCFCS 424) consisting of leoblelly pine
{Pinus taeda), slash pine {Pinus elliotii), laurel cak (Quercus
lauifoliay, live oak [Quercus virginiana), wmyvrtle cak {(Quercus
myrtifolia), leblelly bay (Gordonia lasianthus), cabbage palm

(Sabal palmetto}, American holly (llex opaca), and scuthern
magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora). Understory and groundcover
species include yaupon helly {(llex vomitoria), wax myrtle
(Myrica cerifera), saw palmetto (Serenoca repens), bitter
gallberry (llex glabra), klackberry {(rubus spp.), bracken fern
{Preridium aguilinum) and various vines.

Satwater Marshes (FLUCFCS €42) consisting of black needlerush
{Juncus roemerianug) and smooth cordgrass (Spartina
slterniflora). Several cabbage palm and yaupon holly occur along
the transitional periphery of the wetland. Other saltwater
tolerant species present are saltbush (Baccharis halimifoliaj,
seashore saltgrass (Distichlis spicata), and glasswort
{Salicornia spp.).

Sawgrass Marshes (FLUCFCS 6411) consisting of sawgrass (Cladium
Jjamaicense) with sparse fetterbush (Lyonia lucida) along the
exterior.

Upland Cut Ditch (FLUCFCS 511) is located in the north central
portion of the site and flows from the northern property
boundary in a southwestern direction into the saltwater marsh
community and is considered an “other-surface-water”.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The U.S Army Corps of Engineers {(Ccrps) has
determined the proposal may affect the endangered wood stork
(Mycteria americana) or its designated critical habitat. The
Corps will request initiation of formal consultation with the
Fish and Wildlife Service/National Marine Fisheries Service
pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act by separate
Tﬁe praxect iz located wi tuwﬁ guitable foraa;ng habitat

of Enginsers,
Service,
and State of
Stork in Central
eptember 2002, was
t the wood stork
wing steps of the
ESSENTIAL FIZH HABITAT (EFH): This notice initia
cansuliatiea with the MNaticnal Marine TH
ag regul I by The Magnuson-Stevens
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Management Act 1996. The proposal would impact approximately
1.93 acres of saltwater and sawgrass marshes. Our initial
determinaticn 1s that the propossd action would net have a
substantial adverse impact on EFH or Federally managed fisheries
in the 8t. Johns River. Our final determination relative to
project impacts and the need for mitigation measures 1s subject
to review by and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries

Service.

NOTE: Thisg public notice is being issued based on information
furnished by the applicant. This information has not been
verified or evaluated to ensure compliance with laws and
regulation governing the regulatory program. The Jjurisdictional
line [has/has not] been verified by Corps personnel.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification
may be required from the Florida Department of Environmenteal
Protection and/or one of the state Water Management Districts.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in
writing to the District Engineer at the above address within 21
days from the date of this notice.

If vou have any questions concerning this application, you may
contact Mr. Randy Turner at the letterhead address, by
electronic mail at Randy.L.Turner@usace.army.mil, by fax at 904-
232-1904, or by telephone at 904-232-1670.

The decision whether to issue or deny this permit application
will be based on the information received from this public
notice and the evaluation of the probable impact to the
associated wetlands. This is based on an analysis of the
applicant’'s avoidance and minimization efforts for the project,
as well as the compensatory mitigation proposed.
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IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Preliminary review of this application indicates that an

Environmental Impaet Statement will not be required. Coordination with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Environmental
Protection Agency (EFA), the National Marine Fisheries Services, and other Federal, State, and local agencies,
envirormental groups, and concerned cltizens generally vields pertinent environmental information that is instrumental
in determining the impact the proposed astion wili have on the natural resources of the arsa. By means of this notice,
we are soliciting comments on the potential effects of the project on threatened or endangered species or their habitat

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOURCES: Review of the latest published version of the National

Register of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties or properties listed as eligible for inclusion therein are
located at the site of the proposed work. Presently, unknown archaeological, scientific, pre-historical, or historical data
may be iost or destroyed by the work to be accomplished.

EVALUATION: The decision whether to Issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including
cumutative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concem for both
protection and utilization of important resources. The henefits, which reasonably may be expected to acorue from the
proposat, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable deterrents. All factors which may be relevant to the
proposal wilt be considered including sumulative impacts thereof; among these are conservation,

economics, esthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and wildlife values, flood
hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food, and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property
ownership, and in general, the needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public
Interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority of Section
404(b} of the Clean Water Act of the criteria established under authority of Section

102(a) of the Marine, Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1672, A permit will be granted unless its issuance is
found to be confrary io the public interest The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps} Is soliciting comments from the pubic;
Federal, State, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other Interested parties in order to consider and
evaluate the 'Impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to
deterrmine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make or deny this daclsion,
comuments are used fo assess Impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental
effacts, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act Comments are
aiso used to determine the need for a pubiic hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: in Fiorida, the State approval constitutes campliance with the
approved Coastal Zone Management Plan. In Puerto Rico, a Coastal Zone Management Consistency Concurrence is
required from the Puerto Rico Planning Board, In the Virgin Istands, the Department of Planning and Natural
Rescurces permit constitutes compliance Coastal Zone Management Plan.

REQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may request a public hearing. The reguest must be submitted in writing
to the District Engineer within the designated comment perled of the notice and must state the specific reasons for

requesting the public hearng.
_ ,;/ v
T

David 3. Hobhis
Feguiziory Divigion
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