DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232

REPLY YO
ATTERNTION OF

1a*¢xy Division December 12, 2008
Permits Branch
oqv11ie Parmits Section

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application SAJ-2008-2111 (SP-MRE)

h

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received an application for
a Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.8.C. §1344) as described below:

APPLICANT: Ramco Property Acqguisitions, LLC
Attn: Joe Sutschek
31590 Northwestern Highway, Suite 300
Farmington Hills, Michigan 45334

WAETERWAY & LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United
States (wetlands) associated with Little Cedar Creek. The project site
is located east of Interstate %5, south of Owens Road, and west of
Duval Road in Sections 19 ang 30, Township 1 Nerth, Range 27 East
buval County, Florida.

APPROXIMATE CENTRAL LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude 30.487°
Longitude -81.648°

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: The basic project purpose 1s commercial development.

Overall: The overall proiject purpose is the establishment of a
commercial retail complex serving northern Duval and southern Nassau
Countles.

E¥ MG CONDITIONS The ove ite is approximately 153 acres 1z
i HMedium © uality lands exist on approximately 1Z1

ac cf thes =i ands & on aﬁr“c&lﬁat@ acres of the
site. Ten commmw identi by i ] i i Use, Cover and
Forms Classific sts TS 4 at the site These
communities are £3 TS . flatwoods (FLUCFIS
411, pine-mesi : { 4145, dead trees (FLUCFCS 4357, upland
scrub-pine-hardwcods (FLUCFCS 436}, upland-cut ditch (FLUCFCE 510,
stream and lake swamps (FLUCFCS ﬁlH‘F cypress {(FLUCHFCS £21), hydric
pine flatwoods (FLUCFCS 623) and mixed forested wetlands (FLUCFCS
£30). The approximate 121 acres wetlands are predominately located
along the western half of t?@ property site and have an apparent
hydrolegic connection to Little Cedar Creek, which flows west and



south of the property. The dominant onsite cancpy species are
loblolly bay (Sordenia lasianthus), swamp black gum (Nyssa sylvatics
var. bifliora), slash pine, red maple, water cak, and cypress (Taxodium
spp.). Ground cover specles include soft rush (Juncus effususj,
Virginia chainfern {Woodward ica), netted chainfern
{Woodwardia arecliata), Jgrass
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anicum spp.), and roval fern {Csmunda
lities are located scouth and east of
Road. Undeveloped land is located west
f Cwensg Road.
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regaliis:. Commercial/retal
the proiject site along Duv
of Interstate 95 and north

PROPOSED WORK: The applicant sseks authorizaticn to eliminate 16.36
acres of medium to high guality wetlands to facilitate the
establishment of a 48.8l-acre commercial development that would
include retail buildings, roadways, parking areas, and a stormwater
management system.

AVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION INFORMATICN: The applicant revised the
project design and reduced the proposed work within wetlands from
26,06 acres to 16.36 acres. It is of the opinion of the applicant that
the wetland impacts are primarily medium guality mixed forested
wetlands and occur within the eastern transitional zones of the
wetland system. The applicant also expressed the opinion that projsct
impacts have been minimized by redesigning the proposed preject layout
and by preserving the higher quality lake and swamp wetlands along the
western portion of the site,

Compensatory Mitigation: The applicant proposes to preserve
approximately 104.25 acres c¢f on-site forested wetlands and purchase
8.57 mitigation bank credits from Longleaf Mitigation Bank as
compensatory mitigation for the work proposed.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The U.8. Army Corps of Engineers {(Corps) has not
received or discoverad any information that the precject site is
urilized by, or contains habitat critical to, any federally listed
threatened or endangesred species. Therefore, the Corps has determined
the proposal would have no effect on any listed threatened or
~endangered species or designated critical habitat.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABTTAT (EFH): This noti 1
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NOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information
furnished by the applicant. This information has not been verified or
evaluated to ensure compliance with laws and regulation governing the
regulatory program. The Corps has not verified the extent of Federal
Jurisdiction.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certification may be
reguired from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
and/or one of the state Water Management Districts.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to
the District Engineer at the above address within 21 days from the
date of this notice.

If you have any guestions concerning this application, you may contact
Mark R. Evans at the letterhead address, by electronic mail at
mark.r.evans@usace.army.mil, by facsimile transmission at 204-23Z2-~
1904, or by telephone at 904-232-2028.

The decision whether to issue or deny this permit application will be
based on the information received from this public notice and the
evaluation of the probable impact to the associated wetlands. This is
based on an analysis of the applicant's aveidance and minimization
efforts for the project, as well as the compensatory mitigation
proposed.

Lo



IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Preliminary review of this application indicates that an
Envirenmentat tmpact Statement will not be required.  Coordination with US Fish and Wildlite
Sarics Ervironmantal Protection Agency (EPA), the Nalional Marine Fisheries Services, and
ather Fedaral, State, and focal agencies, environmental groups, and concerned citizens generally
yelds pertinent environmentat information that is instrumental in determining the impact the
preposed action will have on the natural resources of the area. By means of this notice, we are
soliciting commaents on the potential effects of the project on threatened or endangered spacies or
treir habital.

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOURCES: Review of the latest published version of the National
Register of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties, or properties listed as eligible
for Inclusion therain, are located at the site of the proposad work. Presently, unknown
archaeclogical, scientific, prehistorical, or hislorical data may be lost or destroyed by the work o
be accomplished.

EVALUATION: The dacision whether {0 issue a permit will ba based on an evaluation of the
probable impact inciuding cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interasl. That
decision will raflect the national concarn for both protection and utllization of impaortant resources.
The benefils, which reasonably may be expected 1o accrue from the proposal, must be balanced
against its reasonably foresesable detriments. All faclors which may be relevant to the proposal
will be considerad including cumulative impacts thereof, smong these are conservation,
acoromics. esthetics, generat environmental concetns, wetiands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife values. Bood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoretine erosion and
accretion, recreation. water supply and conservation, water quality, energy nasads, safety, food
and fiber praduction, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in generai, the
needs and welfare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public Interest will
also include apphication of the quidelines promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority
of Saction 404({b) of the Clean Water Act of the criteria established under authority of Section
102(a) of the Marine, Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, A permit will be
granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public interest.

The US Army Corps of Engineers {Corps} Is soliciting comments from the public: Federal, State, and
locat agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parlies in order to consider and evaluate
the impacts of this proposed activity, Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Enginesrs to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a parmit for this propesal. To make
or deny s decision, comments are used 10 assess IMpacts on endangerad species, histotic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the othar public interest factors listed
ahove. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmentat Assessment and/or an
Emaronmental impact Statement pursuant o the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are
alsg used Io datermine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the
oroposed activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, the State approval constitules
somplianee with the appraved Coastal Zone Management Plan. in Puerlo Rico, a Coastal Zone
stercy Concurrence g required from the Puerto Rico Planming Board. In the
$ : ne Department of Planmng and Neturel Resoorces permit constilutes complance
aeih apprved Constal Zong Management Flan

BEOUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any parson may racuest a public hearing. The request
st e submittad i woting 1o the District Enginaer within the designated comment pericd of the
notice and st stale the specific reasons for requesting thg pubiic hearing,

7 I

David 3. Hobbie
Regulatory Division
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L1 Project Boundary (153.06 ac.+)

™1 110 - Residential, Low Density (0.34 ac.z)
{1411 -Pine Flatwoods (15.13 ac )

{1414 - Pine - Mesic Oak (11.681 ac.)

{7771 485 - Dead Trees (1.35 act)

L1438 - Upland Scrub, Pine and Hardwoods (3.94 ac.+)
{1510 - Upland-Cut Diteh (.08 ac.1)

[ 1615 - Stream and Lake Swamps (88.30 ac.4)
[ 1821-Cypress (3.70 ac.4)

1625 - Hydric Pine Flatwood (2.69 ac.x)
{1630 - Mixed Forested Wetland (4592 ac.£)
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E= Proposed High Quatity Wetland Impaot (2.90 ac %)

’ _ Froposed Madium Quality Wetland Impact {1346 sc.8)

b5 ] Proposed Wetland Preservation [104.25 ac.4)

{High Quality Welland Preservation (88.08 ac.zl)
{Mediom Quality Weliand Preservation {36.17 ao i}

| Proposed Upland Presenvation {088 ac.d)
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