DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
POST OFFICE BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Division December 11, 2008
North Permits Branch
Jacksonville Permits Section

PUBLIC NOTICE
Permit Application SAJ~-2008-4166 (SP-MRE)
TO O WHOM IT MARY CONCERN: This district has received an application feor

a Department ¢f the Army permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 U.S.C. 8403} as described below:

APPLICANT: City of 3t. Augustine
Attn: James Piggott
Director, General Services
P.O Box 210
St. Augustine, Florida 32085-0210

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The project would affect waters of the United
States (traditional navigable waters) associated with the Matanzas
River and Salt Run. The project sites are located west of Conch
Island in waters of Salt Run; and, north and south of the Bridge of
Lions in waters of the Matanzas River. The project sites extend over
Sections 16 and 21 of Township 7 South, Range 30 East, S$St. Augustine,
St. Johns County, Florida.

LPPROXIMATE CENTRAL LATITUDE & LONGITUDE: Latitude 28.8961°
Longitude -81.292%°

PROJECT PURPOSE:

Basic: The basic project purpose is the establishment of municipally
regulated marine vessel mooring flelds.

vroject purpose ls the establishment of
marine vessel mocring fields within the city
St, Augustins.
Zalt Run is arn estuarine svstem approxzimately 3
flows north into HMatanzas Bay The Matanzas
svatem approximately 20 miles 1n length
the St. Augustine inlet The protect sites
= eas of tidal flat areas and live oyster beds. Neither
emergent nor submerged aguatic vegetation has been identified within
i roposed mooring fields



PROPOSED WORK:

The applicant proposes to establish and designate a tectal of four
mocring fields. Vessels utilizing these mooring fields would affect
an approximate total of 70 acres of swing area (submerged land beneath
rhe cumulative total swing radius asscoclated with the mooring

stations, based on an average for several vessel lengths and drafus).

The project would result in the construction cof 178 mooring stations
distributed between three distinct locations. One mooring field,
consisting of two general areas, would be located within an extended
saction of Salt Run and would contain a total of 80 mooring sites.
Another mocring field would be located south of the Bridge of Lions
and support 70 mooring sites. Ancther mooring field would be located
north of the Bridge of Lions and support 28 mooring sites.

AEVOIDANCE AND MINIMIZATION INFORMATION: The applicant proposes to
improve compliance with the Clean Vessel Act of 18%Z and, as a result,
improve water quality in the Matanzas River and Salt Run by regulating
the mooring fields and offering such services as free pump-outs for
all boats in the mooring fields. In addition the applicant plans to
provide boating safety and environmental awareness education to the
City’s residents and visitors. The applicant has performed
environmental resource and archeological surveys of the project area
to document potential impacts to significant natural resources. The
applicant has avolided potential significant impacts to natural and
historic resources in the mooring field designs, and has proposed to
use best management practices to minimize turbidity impacts along the
shoreline during construction.

Compensatory Mitigation: The applicant has provided natural resource
and archaeclogical survey results indicating no significant impacts to
natural or historic resources in the project area. Therefore, the
applicant has not proposed compensatory mitigation.

ENDANGERED SPECIES:

Since the mooring fields would accommodate vessels up to &0-feet in
length, the U.S Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) has determined the
proposal may affect the following : as the project could
attract large vessels that would ean waters and potentiaslly
strike swimmin neiividual 5, the right whale
{Eubalaena gl elonia mydas), logyerhsad
sea turtlis (O turtle {(Eretmochelivs
imbricata), X occhelve kempiil), leatherback
seza turtle (D rtnose sturgeon {(Acipensger
brevirostrum;

Since the mooring fields could increass vessel use of the Matanz
River, Salt Run, and cther nearby waterways, the Corps has determil
e project may affect West Indian (Florida) Manatee (Irichechu



in consideration of these determinations, the Corps will request
initiation of formal consultation with the Hational Marine Fisheries
Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7
of the Endangersd Species Act by separate letter.

ESSENTIAL FISH HARITAT (EFH): This notice initiates consultation with
the Naticonal Marine Fisheries Service on EFH as regulred by the
Magnuson-3tevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 1826, The
project would not affect marine or estuarine habitat. Cur initial
determination is that the proposed action would not have a substantial
adverse impact on EFH or federally managed fisheries. Cur final
determination relative to projects images and the need for mitigation
measure is subject to review by and coordination with the National
Marine Fisheries Service.

NMOTE: This public notice is being issued based on information
furnished by the applicant. This information has not been verified or
evaluated to ensure compliance with laws and regulation geverning the
regulatory program. The Corps has not verified the extent of Federal
Jurisdiction.

AUTHORIZATION FROM OTHER AGENCIES: Water Quality Certificaticn may be
required from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection
and/or one of the state Water Management Districts.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to
the District Engineer at the above address within 21 days from the
date of this notice.

If vou have any questions concerning this application, you may contact
Mark R. Evans at the letterhead address, by electronic mail at
mark.r.evans@usace.army.mil, by facsimile transmission at 204-232-
1304, or by telephone at 8904-232-2028.

The decisicn whether to issue or deny this permit application will be
based on the information received from this public notice and the
evaluation of the probable impact to the associated estuarine system.

Lt



IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Preliminary review of this application indicates that an
Environmental impact Statement will not be required.  Coordination with US Fish and Wildiite
Sarvica, Ervironmental Protection Agency (EPA), the National Marine Fisheries Services, and
ather Federal, Slale, and !ocal agencies, environmental groups, and concerned citizens generally
yields perlinent environmental information that is instrumental in determining the impact the
oroposed action wilf have on the nalural resources of the area. By means of this notice, we are
soliciting comments on the potential effects of the project on threatened or andangered specias ¢r
their habitatl

MPACT ON CULTURAL RESQURCES: Review of the latest published version of the National
Register of Histonc Places indicates that no registered properties, or properties fisted as eligible
for mclusion therein, are located at tha site of the proposed work.  Presently, unknown
archaeological, scientific. prehistorical, or historical data may be lost or destroyed by the work 1o
ve accomplished.

EVALUATION: The decision whather tc issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the
probable impact including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That
decision will refiect the national concarm for both protection and utilization of important resources.
The benefils, which reasanably may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be balanced
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal
will ba consigered including cumulative impacts thereof, among these are conservation,
sconomics, esthatics, general environmental concems, wetiands, historical properties, fish and
witdlifa vaiues, flood hazards, floodplain vaiues, land use, navigation, ghorsiine erosion and
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy naeds, safety, food
and fibar production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in general, the
needs and weifare of the people. Evaluation of the impact of the activity on the public interest wili
also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority
of Section 404(b) of the Clgan Water Act of the criteria established under authority of Section
1021a) of lhe Marine, Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, A permit will be
granted unless its issuance is found to be contrary to the public interast,

The US Army Corps of Enginsers {Corps) is soliciting comments from the public: Federal, State, and
locai agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers o determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make
or deny this decision, comments are used o assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors Hsted
abave. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the Nationat Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the
proposed activity.

E MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, the State approval constitutes

the approved Soastal Zone Management Plan. In Puerto Rico, a Coastal Zone
stancy Concurrencs g required from the Puero Ruco Planning Board, in the
e i 5, 4 partmant of Planmng and Natursl Resources permil constiiles compliance
st approved Coastal Zong Management Plan

Cco

HEQUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may raguest a pubiic hearing. The reguest
5t he submitiad in writing 10 tha District Engineer within he designated comment pariad of the
notice and must siate the specific reasons for requesting thg public hearing.

7 S

David S. Hobbis
Regulatory Division
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