DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

REPLY TO December 5, 2008
ATTENTION OF

Regulatory Divisgion
Scuth Permits Branch
Tampa Permits Section

PUBLIC NOTICE

Permit Application No. SAJ-200B-4153{IP-MFN}

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: This district has received an application for a
Department of the Army permit pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Bot of 1899 (33 U.5.C. 8403) and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.8.C.
1344tas described beslow.

APPLICANT: Tampa Electric Company {TECO)
Post Office Box 111
Tampa, Fleorida 33601

WATERWAY & LOCATION: The project is located in tidally influenced wetlands
adjacent to Hillsborough Bay, Wyandotte Reoad and Pembroke Rcoad, in Section 10,
Townghip 30 Scuth, Range 19 Eagt, Big Bend Power Station, Hillsborough County,
Florida.

LATITUDE & LONGITUDE:

Latitude 27.80022°N, Longitude -82.39662°W

PROJECT PURPOSE:

1. Basico: Coal unloading facility.
2. Overall: Rail loop and infrastructure for the unlecading facility.

8 fto construct a double locp track
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FROJECT DESCRIPTION: The appl
cff the existing CSX track t
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ENDANGERED SPECIES: The proiect site is located in the Cors Foraging Arsa

{(CFa:; for the wood storvk wmore than 2,500° from the active colony gite at Birxd
Island. The applicant proposes to debit 1.4434 credits from the TBMB., Based
on thig information and tﬁe dLSiurbea nature of the impacted wetlands, the U.3
Corps of ?ngln@efs Corpsl, using ths latest fo“x stork &ny has

.
e the proposal “m&y affect but s adversely afiect”




{MANLAA) the wood stork. Further coordination of the MANLIA determination
with the T.8. Fish and wWildlife Service (FWS) is not necessary.

ESSENTIAL FISHE HABITAT: This notice initlates the Egsentisl Pish Habitat
({EFHE) consultation reguirements of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act. The proposal would impact approximately 4 acres of zidal

weblands and ditches off Hillsborough Bay that contaln mangrove vegetation in
some arsas along with sxotic vegetation dominated by Brazilian pepper. Our
initial devtermination is that the proposed acticon would not have an adverss
impact on EFH or Federally managed fisherieg in Hillgborough Bay. Cur final
determination relative to project impacts and the need for mitigation measures
iz subject to review by and coorxdination with the NMFS,

NOTE: This public notice is being issusd based on information furnished by
the applicant. This information has not been verified.

AUTHORIZATION FROM COTHER AGENCIES: Florida Department cof Environmental
Protection {FDEP!: The FDEP permit application number is 29-02831610-001 for
Fhase I.

Comments regarding the application should be submitted in writing to the
District Engineer at the above address within 21 days from the date of this
notice,

1f vou have any questions concerning this application, vou may contact Mike
Nowicki of this coffice either by letter at the letterhead address, by
telephone at 904-232-2171, by e-mail at michasl.f.nowickidusace.armyv.mil, ov
by fax at 904-232-1634.




IMPACT ON NATURAL RESOURCES: Prelimirary review of this appiication indicatas that an
Environmental Impact Statement will not be required. Coordination with US Fish and Wildiite
Service. Environmantal Protection Agency (EPA} the Mational Marine Fisheries Services, and
ather Federal, Slale, and focal agencies. envirgnmenial groups, and concerned citizens gerarally
yields pertinent environmental information that is instrumental in determining the impact the
proposed action will have on the naturai resources of the ares. By means of this notice, we are
sgiiciting commaents on the patential effacts of the project on threatened or endangered specias or
thair habitat,

IMPACT ON CULTURAL RESOURCES: Raview of the latest published version of the National
Registar of Historic Places indicates that no registered properties, or properties listed as aligible
for inciusion therein, are located at the site of the proposed work, Presently, unknown
archaeaiogical, scientific, prehistorical, or historical data may be lost or dastroyed by the work to
be accomplished.

EVALUATION: The decislon whether to issue a permit will be based on an avaluation of the
probable impact inciuding cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That
decision will reflect the national concem for both protaction and utifzation of important resources,
The benelits, which reasonably may be expected to acerue from the proposal, must be balanced
against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be reievant to the proposal
wilt be considered including cumutative impacts thereof, among these are consarvation,
sconomics, asthetics, general environmantal concerns, wetlands, historical properties, fish and
wildlife vaiues, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy nesds, safety, food
and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership, and in general, the
needs and welfars of the peopls. Evaluation of the impact of the activily on the public interest wil
alsg include application of the guideiines pramulgated by the Administrator, EPA, under authority
of Section 404(b) of the Claan Water Act of the criteria established under authority of Section
102(a) of the Marine, Protection, Research, and Sancluaries Act of 1972, A permit will be
granted unless is issuance is found to be contrary to the pubilc interest,

The US Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) Is scliciling comments from the public; Federal, State, and
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interestad parties n order to consider and evaluats
the impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a parmit for this proposal, To make
or deny thig decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other pubiic interest faciors listed
above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmaental Assessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are
also used o determine the need for a Bublic hearing and to determine the overall public interast of the
proposed activity.

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT CONSISTENCY: In Florida, the State approval constitutes
compliance with tha approved Coastal Zone Management Plan. in Puerto Rico. a Coastal Zone
Maragement Consistency Concurrence is required from the Puerto Rico Planming Board. in the
Argi siancs. the Deparment of Plannmg and Natural Resources cermit corstitules campilance
=40 appeoved Coasial Jone Management Plan

REGUEST FOR PUBLIC HEARING: Any person may recuest a public nearing. Tha reguest
must 2 submtiad i writing 1o the Dietrict Engineer within (he designated comment pericd of the
rotice and must sisle the spach reasons for reouesting the public hearing,

7

David 3. Hobbis
Regulatory Division
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