DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
4400 PGA BLVD., SUITE 500
PALM BEACH GARDENS, FLORIDA 33410

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

 (NW-JWH) ®
| / $8 MY 2y

Palm Beach Cocunty

Department of Environmental Resources Managsment
2300 North Jog Road, 4™ Floor

West Palm Beach, FL 33411

Gentlemen:

Your application for a Department of the Army permilt
recelved on February 5, 2008, has been assigned number SAJ-2008-
447 {NW-SWHY. A review of the informaticon and drawings provided
shows the proposed work is to remcve berms and £i11
approximately 0.%6 acres of “urisdictional ditches within the
Carleton Qaks Preserve Area to restore a more natural
hydreopericd. The prolect is located at the Carleton OCaks
Praserve Area, north of the Carleton Oaks Development, north of
Morthlake Blvd and west of Bee Line Highway, {(Sscticn 13,
Township 42 3, Range 41 E) in Palm Beach County, Florida.
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all of the special and general conditions and any prolect
specific condition of this authorization or You may be subject
to enforcement action. In the event you have not completed
construction of your project within the specified time limit, a
separate application or re-verification may be reguired.

The following special conditions are included with this
verification:

1. Within 60 days of completion of the work authorized, the
attached "Self-Certificaticon Statement of Compliance” must be
completed and submitted to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
Mail the completed form to the Regulatory Division, Enforcement
Section, Post Office Box 4570, Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019.

2. HNo structure or work shall adversely affect or disturb
preperties listed in the National Register of Historic Places or
those eligible for inclusion in the National Register., Pricr to

the start of work, the Permittee or other party on the
Permittee’s behalf, shall conduct a search in the MNational

Register Information System (NRIS). Information can be found
at; http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/research/nris.ntm. Informaticn on
properties eligible for inclusion in the National Register can
ce lcentified by contacting the Florida Master File Office Dy
emall at fmsfileldos.state.fl.us or by taelepghone at
850-245-6440,




authorization from the Florida State Archaeologist for finds
under hig or her Jurisdiction.

3, Pricr o tﬁ initiation of any work authorized by this
paermit, the Permittee shall install ercsion conitirol measures
along the p@zlmeter of all work areas to prevent the
displacement of £ill material. Immediately after completion of
the final grading of the land surface, all slicpes, land
surfaces, and filled areas adjacent to wetlands shall be
stabilized using sod, degradable mats, or a combination of
similar stabilizing materials to prevent erosion. The erosion
control measures shall remain in place and be maintained until
all authorized work has been completed and the site has been
stabilized.

4. The permittee shall comply with the attached Standard
Protection Measures for the Eastern Indigo Snake (USFWS, Feb
2004) .

This letter of authorization does not obviate the necessity
to obtain any other Federal, State, or local permits, which may
be required. In Florida, projects qualifyving for this NWP must be
a tnorlz@d under Part IV of Chapter 373 by the Demax%m@nt of
Envirconmental Protection, a water management district under
g. 373 068, F.S., or a local government with a&iegabed authority
373.441, F.5., and receive Water Quality Certification
and Coastal Zone Congistency Concurrence (CZCC) {or a
r;, &8s well as any authorizations reguired by the State for
ot sovereigntv submerged lands. You should check State-
with the Florida Department of

Lhe &}933[{}:&1”*&;8 walter management




the following link and complete our automated Customsy Service
Survey: http://peri.nwp.usace.army.mil/survey.html. Your input
ig appreciated - favorable or otherwise.

Sincerely,

Tori White
Chief, Paim Beach Gardens Permits Section

Enclosures
Copy/ies Furnished:
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CESAT-RD~PE



33 CEFR PART 32C-330
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PUSLISHED FEDERAL REGISTER DATED 13 NOVEMBER 1966

1. The time limit for completing the work authorized ends on

date identified in the letter. If you find that you need mcre

time to complete the authorized activity, submit vour reguest
or consideration at least
a

for a time extension to this office f
cne month before the above date is re

Z. You must maintain the activity authorized by this permit in

good condition and in confermance with the terms and conditions

of this permit. You are not relieved of this requirement if you
abandon the permitted activity, although you may make a good
faith transfer to a third party in compliance with General
Condition 4 below. Should you wish to cease to maintain the
authcrized activity or should you desire to abandon it without a
good faith transfer, you must cobtain a modification . of this
permit from this office, which may require restoration of the

area.

3. If you discover any previously unknown historic or
archeclogical remains while accomplishing the activity
authorized by this permit, you must immediately notify thi
office of what you have found. We will initiate the Federal and
state coordinaticon required to determine if the remains warrant®
a recovery effort of if the site is eligible for listing in the
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National Register of Historic Places.
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SELF-CERTIFICATION STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE

Parmit Number: NW-27
Application Number: SAI-2008~-447 {NW-JIWH)

Permittee’s Name & Address (please print or typel:

Telephone Number:

Location of the Work:

Date Work Started: Date Work Completed:

Description of the Work {(e.g., bank stabilization, residential or
Y

commercial filling, docks, dredging, etc.):

Acreage or Sguare Feet of impacts to Waters of the United States:
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DEPARTHMENT OF THE ARMY PERMIT TRANSFER REQUEST

PERMIT NUMBER:

Whemn the structures or work authorized by this permit are still in
existence at the time the property is transferred, the terms and conditions
of this permit will continue to be binding on the new owneris) of the
property. Although the construction pericd for works authorized by
Department of the Armv permits is finite, the permit itself, with itg
iimitations, does not expire,

To validate the transfer of this permit and the associated
responsibilities associated with compliance with its terms and conditions,
have the transferee sign and date below and mail to the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Enforcement Branch, Post Office Box 4970, Jackgonville, PL 32232~
A01s.

{TRANSFEREE- SICNATURE] (SUBDIVISION]

{DATE} {LCT} {BLOCK}

{STREET ADDRESS)

{(NAME-PRINTED)

{MATLING ADDREZS)

{CITY, SWATE, ZIP CODE)
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STANDARD PROTECTION MEASURES FOR THE FASTERN INDIGO SNAKE

An eastern indigo snake protection/education plan shall be developed by the applicant or
requestor for all construction personne] to follow. The plan shall be provided to the
Service for review and approval at least 30 days prior to any clearing activities. The
educational materials for the plan may consist of a combination of posters, videos,
pamphlets, and lectures (e.g., an observer trained to identify eastem indigo snakes could
use the protection/education plan to instruct construction personnel before any clearing
activities occur). Informational signs should be posted throughout the construction site
and along any proposed access road 1o contain the following information: -

a description of the eastern indigo snake, its habits, and protection under Federal

a.
Law;

b. instructions not to injure, harm, harass or kiil this species;

c. directions to cease clearing activities and allow the eastern indigo snake sufficient

time to move away from the site on its own before resuming clearing; and,
d. telephone numbers of pertinent agencies to be contacted if a dead eastern indigo
snake is encountered. The dead specimen should be thoroughly scaked in water

and then frozen.

If not currently avthorized through an Incidental Take Statement in association with a
Biological Opinion, only individuals who have been either authorized by a section

10(aj(1 {(A) permit issued by the Service, or by the State of Florida through the Florida
Fish Wildlife Conservation Commission {(FWC) for such activities, are permitted to come
in contact with an eastern indigo snake.

An castern indigo snake monitoring report must be submitted to the appropriate Florida
Field Office within 60 days of the conclusion of clearing phases. The report should be
submitted whether or not eastern indigo snakes are observed. The report should contain

the following information:

a any sightings of eastern indigo snakss and
b, other cbligations required by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission, as stipulated in the penmit.
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Excavatisn Guidelines

Ity areas where the water table is high, gopher fortoise burrows may be commonly 8 to 10 feet
long and have an angle of decline of 4:1 to a depth of less than 3 feet. Where the water table is
not a restriction, length has reached 67 feet with a depth of 21 feet.

A team of at least 3 experienced persons is desired for the excavation of each burrow: one to dig
with shovel or machinery; one to scope and track the burrow tunnel utilizing pve pipe or other
tracer; and one to coordinate, hand-scoop and handle any occupants of the burrow (holder of

FWC and/or Service permit).

Excavation may be done manually by shovel, if, for instance, burrows are shallow {high ground
water table). Otherwise, excavation by backhoe is a common option. Any digging machinery
must be equipped with a tooth-less bucket/digging blade for burrow excavation.

Digging should begin at the mouth of the burrow and carefully follow the tunnel path, as
identified by the tracer, to the end chamber. If a backhoe is used, the bucket should remove soil
by “dragging” along the path of the tunnel, rather than maximizing soil removal by “gouging”.
The backhoe should be positioned behind the burrow mouth and scrape along the line of the
tracer. The backhoe should not dig any closer than approximately six inches to the top of the
tannel, as soil should be removed at this point by hand, progressively, as the team works together
towards the end chamber. Special attention should be exercised in navigating to the end
chamber, as the tunnal frequently turns 20-30 degrees at its beginning. Soil removal in the end
chamber should be by hand with attention to signs of occupancy.
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