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	Condition of Improvement, 30 September 1996

	ACTS
	WORK AUTHORIZED
	DOCUMENTS

	3 Jul 1958
	Control and progressive eradication of obnoxious aquatic plants, and continued research to develop best method of control
	H. Doc. 37/85/1

	27 Oct 1965
	Control and progressive eradication of obnoxious aquatic plants, and continued research to develop best method of control.
	H. Doc. 251/89/1


PROJECT:  Control and progressive eradication of the water hyacinth, alligatorweed, eurasion watermilfoll, and other obnoxious aquatic plant growths from navigable waters, tributary streams, connecting channels, and other allied waters in States of Florida, in combined interests of navigation, flood control, and other purposes, including continued research for development of most effective and economic control measures.
Note:  Program covers entire State. Principal streams and watersheds as shown.

LOCAL COOPERATION:
PROGRESS:
Control operations have been devoted primarily to water hyacinth; however, hydrilla has rapidly spread to many of the watersheds throughout the State and will be included in the APC Program in FY78.

Corps of Engineers control operations were performed in the Oklawaha and St. Johns River Basins, Lake Istokpoga tributaries and Lake Okeechobee tributaries. Total acres treated were 10,112 for this fiscal year.

The State of Florida conducted operations in the Upper St. Johns River, east coast areas (Cocoa to Stuart), Peace, Myakka, Hillsborough, Withlacoochee, Suwannee, Santa Fe, Alafia, Manatee, and Little Manatee Rivers, in gulf coast areas (Yankeetown to Tampa), Kissimmee, Oklawaha and Nassau Rivers. Total acres treated by the Department of Environmental Protection for the fiscal year were 20,326.

About 322,036 acres of aquatic plants have been treated in Florida under the program since 1968. The Corps of Engineers has treated 128,717 acres and the Department of Environmental Protection has treated 193,319 acres.

The alligator weed flea beetle, Agasicles hygrophila, which was introduced into the State as a biological control agent in 1965 has effectively reduced the problems associated with alligator weed over most of Florida.

The water hyacinth weevil, Neochetina eichhorniae, introduced into the State in 1972 as a biological control agent for water hyacinth has now been released in every major watershed in Florida. The water hyacinth moth, Sameodes albiguttalis, was released at three locations in September 1977. Additional releases were made in 1978.

COST:  $58,568,683 in Federal funds.

SPONSOR:
State of Florida

Department of Environmental Protection

OPERATION CONDUCTED BY:
Florida Department of Environmental Protection

2151 East Dirac Ct.

Tallahassee, Florida 32310
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