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	Condition of Improvement, 30 September 1996

	ACTS
	WORK AUTHORIZED
	DOCUMENTS

	3 Jul 1958
	Control and progressive eradication of obnoxious aquatic plants, and continued research to develop best method of control.
	H. Doc.37/85/1

	27 Oct 1965
	Control and progressive eradication of obnoxious aquatic plants, and continued research to develop the best method of control.
	H. Doc. 251/89/1


PROJECT:  Control and progressive eradication of the water hyacinth, alligatorweed, eurasian watermilfoil, and other obnoxious aquatic plant growths from navigable waters, tributary streams, connecting channels, and other allied waters in States of Florida, in combined interests of navigation, flood control, and other purposes, including continued research for development of most effective and economic control measures.

LOCAL COOPERATION:
PROGRESS:  Control operations have been devoted primarily to the floating species water hyacinth and water lettuce; however, hydrilla has rapidly spread to many of the State's watersheds and is now included in the APC program. Actual management operations are conducted by crews from the Corps of Engineers, Florida Water Management Districts and Counties, and private contractors.

Target floating species are maintained statewide under a maintenance control philosophy. This philosophy calls for the management of target populations at the lowest feasible levels allowed by environmental and budgetary conditions. Hydrilla treatments are undertaken as budget allocations allow, according to priority list established by an interagency group.

Biological controls continue to be an integral part of the APC program. The following is a history of insect releases:

· 1964 - The Argentine alligatorweed flea beetle, Agasicles hygrophila, was first released in California on the Rio Hondo River. This was followed by subsequent releases in Florida.

· 1967 - The Argentine alligatorweed thrips, Amynorthrips andersoni, was first released in California on the Rio Hondo River. This was followed by subsequent releases in Florida.

· 1971 - The South American Alligatorweed stem borer, Vogtia malloi, was released at Lake Lawne in Florida.

· 1972 - Neochetina eichhorniae, the mottled water hyacinth weevil introduced from South America, was released in Florida.

· 1974 - The South American cheveroned water hyacinth weevil, Neochetina bruchi, was released in Florida.

· 1977 - The Argentine water hyacinth moth, Sameodes albiguttalis, was released in Florida.

· 1987 - Neohydronomus affinis, the South America waterlettuce weevil, was released in Florida.

· 1987 - Hydrellia pakistanae, a fly which feeds on hydrilla stems and levees, was released in Florida.

· 1989 - Hydrellia balciunasi was released as a biocontrol agent of hydrilla.

· 1989 - Namangana pectinicornis was released in Florida as a biocontrol agent of waterlettuce.

· 1991 - Bagous hydrillae was released in Florida as a biocontrol agent of hydrilla.

COST:  Fiscal year 1996 Federal expenditures for the Florida APC program totaled $574,989.

SPONSOR:
State of Florida

Department of Environmental Protection

Bureau of Aquatic Plant Management
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