USACE – Jacksonville District
Programs & Project Management Division

Bascule Highway Bridge, Palm Valley, Florida
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	Condition of Improvement, 30 September 1996

	ACTS
	WORK AUTHORIZED
	DOCUMENTS

	(*)
	Replacement of the existing Bascule Bridge.
	Section 101

	(*) Authorized 15 October 1996, under the Water Resources Development Act.


PROJECT:  The Palm Valley Bridge was built as a part of a land cut for the Intracoastal Waterway and is over 50 years old. It is the only bridge owned, operated, and maintened by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District. The Florida State Department of Transportation has classified the structure as functionally obsolete in that it does not meet current design criteria for safety, nor will it allow heavy truck traffic. The bridge is especially critical since it is on the hurricane evacuation route from the beaches. St. John County has agreed to accept ownership and maintenance upon completion.

RECOMMENDED MODIFICATION:  Replecement of the existing Bascule bridge (10 foot vertical clearance closed) with a bridge having a vertical clearance of 65 feet and a horizontal span of 290 feet between piers. The Intracoastal Waterway is 125 feet wide and 12 feet in depth at the location of the present bridge. The new bridge has a prestressed concrete girder approaches with a built-up steel box girders for the main span.

LOCAL COOPERATION:  Operation, maintenance, repair, replacement, and rehabilitation shall be a non-Federal responsibility, and the non-Federal interest shall assume ownership of the bridge.

PROGRESS:  3 percent completed.

COST:  $15,881,000 Federal funds

SPONSOR:  St. John County, Florida
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