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During the month of April, 317 instrument flights and 1,069 contact
flights were cleared for domestic outbound traffic. Domestic inbound
traffic included 1,332 contact flights and 233 RON's. There were 329
local clearances issued.,

Foreign Operations cleared 102 aircraft for the Caribbean and 105
from the Caribbean Area. All planes which were cleared from the Carib-
bean were inspected by the Bureau of Entomology and Plant Guarantine of
the U.S. Department of Agricu ture (See Appendix B-20 and 21). Inspec-
tions were made on 2,290 pieces of baggage 1n this connection.

The Chemical Section comdleted the third of a series of spray mis—
sions for the AAF Board. The results have been tabulated and the plane
has been released to the Fligt Section. A4ll SQuadrons of the 902d AAF
RBase Unit were schedwled for zas chamber exercises for the second quar-
ter of 1945.

A missim is to be set up on 1 May to drop M-17 aimable clusters®
on the Chemical Warfare Range. This experiment is to test a new air
burst fuse. ;

Activities for the Physical Training Section included baseball,
softball and swimming. DBleachers ars being set up at the new baseball

field on the Base and all future'home games will be played on this field.

During the month of April, the Base baseball team has a record of four

wins and three losses. The toxing team made a trip to Camp Gordon

Johnston and won two and lest thiree matches. The softball team won two




and lost one in the City League.

A concent}ated effort is being put forth on the swimming program
for all personnel. The need for such a program was brought out when a
sail boat overturned on one of the lakes in the Headquarters Area on 18
April. There were three officers aboard at the time and one of them was
unable to make the shore. He was rescued by Sergeant kicNeill who is the
non-commissioned officer in charze of the Officers' Training Program.

It is a known fact that tco large a percentage of the deaths of members
of the armed services has been caused by drowning.

The Photographic Section had a variety of tasks to perform. These
included vertical photogfaphs on R-1 Radio Site at Orla Vista, oblique
photos of AAL Gunnery emplacements at the Target Demolition Area of the
Ocala Range, Ground photographs of bomb hits on targets, vertical and
oblique photographs of the Nofthéast—Southwest ranway and adjacent area
at Kissimmee for construction purposes, mosaic of the Ocala Bombing Range,
target chart missions of Tallanhcssee, Florida, Photographs of the Tactical
Alr Force Demonstration and various other projects., A swmwary of the
work completed shows 52,216 contact prints, 1,278 copy negatives, 2,799
enlargements, 582 original ground photographs, 255 slides and 620 trans-
oarencies.

The Demonstration Section had charge of the Chemical and Ordnance

Demonstration on 6 April and a Tactical Air Force Demonstration on 19




April. Arrangements have been made to have the Tacticel Air Force
Demonstrations run on the first Thursday after the third Monday of each
month. Having a fixed date will make for greater efficiency in'handling
the Demonstration. The bomb dispersal group of this Section was sent to
the Ocala Bombing Range to estimate the damage caused by various types
of bamhs used on Board Projeét Hg~43-27 .

The Range Officer assisted the 526th AAA Group in sebting up equip-
ment which is to be destroyed by fighters from Squadrons ¥ and I of the
904tn AAF Base Unit at Kissimmee. This equipment is obsolete but is
valuable in testing differant types of dispersals and emplacements for
protection against hostile fighter aircraft.

The Materiel and Services Directorate has made arrangements for
consolidating facilities in the Warehouse Area C. Under the present
plan, the bulk of warehouse facilities will 2ll be in one location and,
as soon as building space is made available, the offices of this direc-
torate will be moved into this area for closer supervision. Colonel
Ostrander, the Director of Materiel and Services, was in Washington for
several days the early part of the month on matters conceming supply
procedu:e.

One of the problems confronting the Base at present is the lack of
sufficient parking area for transient aircraft. The increased traffic

caused by the aircraft coming through Foreign Operations has overrun the

present facilities. OSeveral plans'have been oresented for approval., It




is hoped that hardsurfaced areas of some sort may be provided rather than
the use of pierced steel matting. The soil in this territory is prac-
tically entirely sand and repeated blésts from planes being run-up causes
the top soil to be blown away. This increases maintenance problems and
it 1s hoped that a solution will be found for this difficulty in the very
near future.

The Transportation Section has just completed movement of the
passenger office to Building 2065. This move consolidated the passenger
transportation facilities with the Registrar of AAFSAT and increases the
efficiency of operations.

During the month, the 1521st Quartermaster Refrigeration Company
was disbanded. Arrangements rave been made for the transfer of the mo~
bile equipnent and some of the personnel to this Section in order to
maintain the services at'thé present level of efficiency.

Arrangements were completed for the movement of Battery wit, 526th
AAA Composite Battalion, from Apopka to Eglin Field. This Battery is
being moved to assist in tests being run on anti-aircraft equipment at
Eglin Field and will be located there for an indefinite period of time.

The Post Engineers have hieen requested to step up their program

for malarial control in this area. This program is being conducted in

conjunction with experimental work by the AAF Board. It has a practical

local value as well as an experimental value for areas which may be




entered by manbers of the United States Armed Forces, The bulk of the

experimental work on DDT has been conducted here from it s inception and
excellent results have been shown in combating malaria in all parts of

the world,

All the buildings which this command has been salvaging from Minor-
ville location have been moved and it is no longer necessary to maintain
a fire department at that site. The instsllation at Bushnell and Ocoee
have been declared excess and it is planned to turn them back to civilian
control, This is in line with the general War Department plan of re-
leasing all possible installat:ions when these services can be compined
with some other installation.

Work is still in progress on the new radar site at Orla Vista. When
completed this will be much improved over the previocus site, Due to the
condition of the mﬁlamim@eofeqﬁpmnbmmdattﬁsjnﬂaﬂaﬁﬁm
it has been necessary to experiment with the type of foundations used.

German Prisoners havg been used to a great extent in movement of
buildings and on all work on grounds and roads. This labor has greatly
relieved the shortage in this command, however, it has been necessary to
exercise extreme care in order to avoid any complications which might
arise because of improper use of these Prisoners, -~

The Base Alr Inspector maintained a constant schedule of inapectims
on variocus sections in this command during the month. The over-all rating

on the sections which have been checked to date is "excellentw(See Ap-

pendix B-17). There are a few cases where the rating has been just under
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