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REMOVAL ACTION WORK BEGINS IN CULEBRA   

 
NON-TIME CRITICAL REMOVAL ACTION 
(NTCRA) BEGINS ON CULEBRA 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and its 
contractor, Ellis Environmental Group, LC (EEG) 
are beginning   NTCRA in Culebra.   Work will be 
conducted over the next few months at a former 
mortar range located in the Cerro Balcón Area.  
Cerro Balcon is one of nine areas where surface 
clearance of munitions and explosives of concern 
(MEC) will be conducted under this contract.  The 
other areas include:  

Isla Culebrita,  
Alcarraza Cay (Fungy Bowl); 
Los Gemelos (Twin Rocks); 
Cayo del Agua; 
Cayo Geniqui (Palada Cay); 
Cayo Tiburon (Shark Cay); 
Cayo Botella (Ladrone Cay); and 
Cayo Lobo.  

Surface clearance work will involve the use of 
electromagnetic detectors to assist with locating 
ordnance or old military munitions (UXO) at the 
ground surface.  These items will be destroyed at 
the site by highly trained technicians. 

 
Environmental and cultural resource studies will be 
conducted on Isla Culebrita and the cays prior to 
performing the NTCRA at these locations to 
ensure protection of the environment. The work 
schedules on the cays will be closely coordinated 
with local regulatory agencies as not to interfere 
with the nesting seasons of seabirds and sea turtles.   
 
PUBLIC SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY… 
EEG is required to conduct demolition operations 
every day that munitions and explosives of concern 
(MEC) are found.  These items will be carefully 
detonated in place to render them harmless.  For 
the safety of the public, please help keep the work 
areas free from spectators during work hours.  

EEG will closely coordinate schedules and 
operations with the police and Fire departments 
prior to the start of work.  Additionally, EEG will 
post notices around Culebra to notify people where 
work is being performed.  These notices will be 
used to provide changes in schedule if any occur. 
 
WHAT ARE THE WORK HOURS? 
Work hours will be from 07:00 AM to 05:00 PM 
Monday through Thursday (Except for U.S. federal 
holidays).  Work on Cerro Balcon should be 
completed by June 30, 2006.  Work will not start 
on Culebrita and the cays until after approval by 
the local regulatory agencies.  The USACE will 
provide notifications to the public prior to the start 
of work at these other sites.   
 
WHY THE SELECTED SITE LOCATIONS? 
The work areas for this NTCRA are based on past 
investigations and historical data collected by the 
USACE.   Other investigations are beginning and 
will result in additional removal actions in other 
areas in the future. 
 
CONTACTS FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
---Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Board 
Office of the President, Yarissa Martinez 
Telephone: (787) 767-8056 
 Email: yarissamartinez@jca.gobierno.pr
 
---U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
      Ricardo Vazquez 
     Email: Ricardo.R.Vazquez@saj02.usace.army.mil

Elsa Jimenez, Telephone: (787) 729-6876 
Email: Elsa.jimenez@saj02.usace.army.mil
 

---Ellis Environmental Group, LC 
37 Pedro Marquez Street, Suite 4 
Culebra, PR 00775  

   Gary Tourtellotte – Site Manager (352) 281-5595 
   Mark Bagel – Project Manager (352)-281-8539 
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