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1.0 Overview 

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Jacksonville District (henceforth referred 

to as Jacksonville District) has developed this Public Involvement Plan for the Military Munitions 

Response (MMR) program for the Municipality of Culebra, Puerto Rico. This Public Involvement 

Plan: 

• Documents the public involvement effort for the MMR program at Culebra, Puerto Rico, 

to ensure a successful program as outlined in Public Participation in the Defense 

Environmental Restoration Program (DERP) for Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) 

(USACE Engineer Pamphlet 1110-3-8, April 2004) 

• Outlines site-specific public involvement activities recommended during Comprehensive 

Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) actions, in 

accordance with DERP-FUDS 

• Addresses the efficient and timely sharing of project-related information with the public 

In 1901, the United States military established an area for use as a firing range and to conduct 

marine exercises. The military stopped using Culebra for military activities in 1975. Residents are 

sensitive to environmental and safety issues related to the post-military mission and have 

expressed concerns regarding the presence of military munitions and explosives of concern 

(MEC). 

Culebra has an active business community centered on tourism, fishing, diving, and beach 

activities. The island economy benefits from a reputation as a safe environment for residents and 

visitors. 

The goals of the Public Involvement Plan are as follows: 

• To ensure that stakeholders understand that personal and property safety are the 

paramount concern during munitions response operations 

• To serve the community’s information needs by keeping local residents, officials, and 

other stakeholders informed in a timely manner of site activities 

• To provide local residents, officials, and other stakeholders with an opportunity to review 

and comment on studies being conducted and on suggested response alternatives and 

decisions 

• To foster and maintain a climate of understanding and trust between stakeholders and the 

Jacksonville District 
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Components of the plan include: 

• Capsule site description 

• Community profile 

• Highlights of the program 

• Community response plan 

• Techniques and timing 

• Appendices 

—Contacts and interested parties 

—Location for information repository and public meetings 

—Support documentation 

Jacksonville District has lead responsibilities for managing the CERCLA activities and 

overseeing public involvement activities for DERP-FUDs sites within the Antilles region. 
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2.0 Site Description 

2.1 Location and Physical Description 

The Municipality of Culebra is located approximately 17 miles from the east coast of Puerto Rico 

and consists of the Island of Culebra and several smaller islands or cays (see Figure 2-1). Areas 

of previous investigations are identified in this figure. The Municipality of Culebra includes all 

surrounding cays: Cayo Norte, Cayo Ballena, Cayos Geniquí, Culebrita, Arrecife Culebrita, Cayo 

de Luis Peña, Las Hermanas, El Mono, Cayo Lobo, Cayo Lobito, Cay Botijuela, Alcarraza, Los 

Gemelos, and Piedra Stevens. Culebrita is the largest cay near Culebra Island, with the oldest 

operating lighthouse in the Caribbean. Cayo de Luis Peña is the second-largest cay. 

The Culebra municipal area, including the small islands surrounding Culebra Island, encompasses 

approximately 7,300 acres. The terrain is characterized by irregular topography with hills up to 

650 feet in elevation. Culebra Island has a long shoreline with many small bays. The principal 

bay is Ensenada Honda and is considered one of the most secure hurricane harbors in the 

Caribbean. Flamenco Bay is on the north shore of the island and is considered a prime tourist 

attraction. An estimated 50,000 residents and tourists use Flamenco Bay facilities yearly. 

Culebra’s population in 2003 was estimated to be approximately 3,878 residents. 

On February 27, 1909, President Theodore Roosevelt established a bird refuge on Culebra Island 

and surrounding cays, making it one of the oldest wildlife refuges in the United States. Since 

then, much of the island and surrounding cays have been protected by the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service (USFWS) as a nature preserve. The islands are nesting sites for sea turtles and 

birds. Culebra Island National Wildlife Refuge protects more than 85 species of sea birds, 

including terns, red-billed tropic birds, and brown boobies. 

2.2 Culebra and the United States Military 

2.2.1 Historic Overview 

The United States Navy utilized most of Culebra Island and the surrounding cays as a protected 

anchorage, a training area for the United States Marines, and an impact area for naval gunfire 

training since the early 1900s. The Navy used Culebra Island’s northwest peninsula and several 

of the surrounding cays for aerial impact areas and naval bombardment from the 1930s to 1975. 

In the Report of Excess Real Property No. 1-72, dated 5 July 1972, the Navy declared a large 

portion of its holdings to be no longer necessary for its operations. Subsequently, Public Law 
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93-166 (29 November 1973) stipulated some provisions for the cessation of naval operations on 

Culebra. The Navy further declared another portion of its real estate holdings as no longer needed 

in the Report of Excess 3-76, dated 26 May 1976. The Navy transferred ownership of all but 87 

acres of its land holdings to USFWS and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico. Eventually those 87 

acres were transferred to USFWS. 

Facilities set up by the Navy included a desalination plant, an airfield, barracks, helicopter pads, 

range instrumentation facilities, gun sites (for the defense of the islands), observation points, and 

impact ranges for aerial bombs and rockets, missiles, mortars, and naval projectiles. 

2.2.2 Historic Milestones 

The Navy originally used Culebra as a coaling station for ships operating in the Caribbean area 

and as a radio relay station. The first Marine battalion was deployed in Culebra in 1902. The 

United States Marines were assigned as a guard unit for the facility and also used Culebra Island 

for training. Several Marine exercises were held in 1914 and during the 1920s. Large-scale fleet 

exercises combining both Navy and Marine operations were initiated in 1935 and continued up to 

the 1950s. The base of operations (referred to as Lower Base) was set up in 1901 in the town of 

San Ildefonso. During the period of operation, the Marines set up numerous camps across Culebra 

and performed exercises across Culebra and several of the nearby cays. After the cessation of 

fleet exercises on Culebra, the Navy continued to use the island and the surrounding cays for 

naval ship gun firing and aerial bombardment until the end of operations in 1975. Some of the 

most intense use occurred during the Vietnam War era. 

Table 2-1. Summary of Chronological History 

Date Action 
December 1901 President Roosevelt places public lands under Navy jurisdiction 
Circa 1902 Lower Camp Navy base established 
October 1902 United States fleet holds first naval maneuvers 
1914–1950s Marines hold training exercises 
Circa 1920 Airfield constructed 
Circa 1935 First naval gunnery at Culebra 
Circa 1964 Expansion of ranges to include eastern and western cays 
1971 Ordnance use ends on eastern cays 
September 30, 1975 All ordnance use ends 
Sources: USACE Rock Island District 1995; USACE St. Louis District 2005 
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2.2.3 Previous USACE Involvement 

Jacksonville District conducted a Preliminary Assessment of the areas affected in 1991. That 

assessment qualified 2,660 areas as eligible for inclusion in the DERP-FUDS program. 

Recommendations were made for referral to the United States Army Engineering and Support 

Center in Huntsville, Alabama (henceforth referred to as the Engineering and Support Center, 

Huntsville) for an evaluation of confirmed ordnance contamination. 

Jacksonville District and USFWS conducted a site visit on April 30, 1991. Their Preliminary 

Assessment concluded: “There are at least eleven identified bomb impact sites on the island and 

adjacent cays that are dangerous and still contain visible unexploded bombs. It (the former 

Culebra military facility) requires investigation beyond the scope of this preliminary assessment.” 

(Source: Site Survey Sheet for DERP-FUDS Site No. I02PR 006800, Culebra Island NWR, PR, 

dated 9 May 1991.) 

USACE Rock Island District and the United States Army Defense Ammunition Center and 

School completed a detailed Archives Search Report in 1995 addressing ordnance usage. The 

purpose of the archives search activities was to compile a summary of historical and recent data 

to be used as a basis of further site investigation. 

Jacksonville District contracted the Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville, to conduct an 

Engineering Evaluation / Cost Analysis (EE/CA) at Culebra Island and surrounding cays. The 

EE/CA report identified the nature and extent of MEC contamination at specific locations on 

Culebra Island where the Archives Search Report had identified potential use of military 

munitions. The EE/CA report documented the investigations conducted and evaluated removal 

response alternatives using the specified CERCLA criteria. Jacksonville District could then 

recommend the most effective actions to reduce the public safety risk associated with exposure to 

MEC. 

Five areas of concern, or Ordnance Operable Units (OOUs), based on common land use and 

previous military activities, were defined during the EE/CA process to assist in evaluating the risk 

presented by ordnance that might remain after facility closure. The five areas include Flamenco 

Beach (OOU-1), Northwest Peninsula (OOU-2), Cerro Balcon (OOU-3), Isla Culebrita (OOU-4), 

and other surrounding cays (OOU-5). Alternatives to reduce risk of public exposure were 

considered for each study area. Alternatives evaluated in the EE/CA report include: 

• Alternative 1 – No DoD Action Indicated (NDAI) 
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• Alternative 2 – Institutional control 

• Alternative 3 – Surface clearance 

• Alternative 4 – Clearance for use 

• Alternative 5 – Complete clearance 

The NDAI alternative would mean that no action would be implemented to reduce risk of public 

exposure. Institutional control would provide warnings by posting signs and by educating the 

public through media such as notices, brochures, and newspaper articles. Surface clearance would 

involve removing visible MEC from the land surface. Clearance for use would include surface 

clearance of the entire site and excavation and clearance over portions of the site with known 

activities. Complete clearance would involve all activities necessary to fully locate, excavate, and 

remove all anomalies detected. As a result of the EE/CA process, Alternative 3 (surface 

clearance) was recommended for Cerro Balcon, Isla Culebrita, and other surrounding cays. 
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3.0 Community Background 

With the termination of military activities in Culebra in 1975, approximately 1,200 acres once 

used for training and gunnery practices were transferred from the United States military to the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico and the Department of Natural and Environmental Resources 

(DNER). Most of the cays surrounding Culebra Island were transferred to USFWS and are 

managed as wildlife preserves and sanctuaries. 

With limited natural resources to be applied for industrial development, Culebra’s economy has 

expanded into beach, aquatic recreation, and ecotourism. Public interest and need for access and 

use of sites once used by the military have resulted in studies and actions to reduce or eliminate 

public risk from exposure to remaining MEC.  

3.1 Community Profile 

The census of 2000 identified the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico’s population at 3,808,610. The 

island of Culebra’s population in July 2000 was estimated to be 1,878 (United States Census 

Bureau 2000). Located between two lagoons, the island’s main village and capital is Dewey, 

which is home for most island residents. 

Culebra is politically and geographically part of Puerto Rico, a self-governing commonwealth in 

association with the United States. Culebra is an island municipality, with the mayor as the 

highest elected official. The mayor directs municipal government and is the head of the police 

and fire departments. A deputy mayor, two assistants, a staff of advisors, and a financial and 

revenue collections department assist the mayor. The Municipality of Culebra offices are 

undergoing expansion and renovation under the program “Vision 2004.” The municipal building 

auditorium is the center for island public meetings and serves as a center for public access to 

project documents. 

Culebra’s economy is dependent on construction, tourism, and a pharmaceutical plant near 

Dewey. The island is gaining popularity for its beaches and ecotourism. There are numerous 

restaurants, 33 guesthouses and villas, dive shops, and numerous boats and docks serving both 

recreational and commercial fishing activities. The Culebra Fisherman’s Cooperative serves local 

commercial fishing interests. 
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Culebra has an elementary school, a middle school, and a high school. A new school is being 

constructed with a $22 million grant to house grades 1 through 12. Table 3-1 provides a list of 

important public and private facilities recently built or currently under construction in Culebra. 

Table 3-1. Construction of Public Buildings and Facilities During the Last 5 Years, Culebra, PR 

Project Name Estimated Cost 

1. New elementary school $21,563,000 

2. Sewer sanitary system $12,225,000 

3. Sewer sanitary plant $10,434,800 

4. Rehabilitation of desalinization plant $2,000,000 

5. Electric generation substation $1,500,000 

6. Rehabilitation and construction of new houses $4,000,000 

7. Improvements and expansion of urban center and port area $7,200,000 

8. New water tank $700,000 

9. Construction of new potable water distribution line $500,000 
 

The island has a hospital, a library, a bank, a newspaper (the Culebra Calendar, published 

monthly in both Spanish and English), and a regional airport and ferry terminal that provides air 

and water transportation to Puerto Rico and other islands. The municipal police, fire, and 

emergency rescue services, civil defense, and the United States Coast Guard provide the island’s 

security needs. 

3.1.1 Important Points of Contact 

Jacksonville District is responsible for managing all public involvement activities associated with 

the MMR program at Culebra, Puerto Rico. The Jacksonville District project manager is 

primarily responsible for the public involvement program. The Antilles regional office has been 

tasked with providing public affairs support. The public affairs specialist from the Antilles office 

serves as the primary point of contact for the media and the public. The regulatory stakeholders 

will interface with him through the Puerto Rico Environmental Quality Board (EQB) project 

supervisor, who will act as the main voice for all of the regulatory agencies. Figure 3-1 provides 

the public involvement organization and the lines of communication. Telephone numbers for 

these points of contact are included in Appendix A of this plan. 
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This Public Involvement Plan includes important points of contact for the MMR program. These 

points of contact include elected officials from the municipal, state, and federal level, important 

federal and territorial agencies, site neighbors and interested citizens, community organizations, 

and media points of contact. This list is included as Appendix A of this plan. 

3.2 Community Concerns 

The citizens of Culebra and their political allies were successful in terminating all bombardment 

activities on the island in 1975. Since then, there has been a recurrent concern for public safety in 

and around the island. The public has made it known that it wants all hazardous munitions 

removed from public and private areas. Of major concern are homes, beaches, and surrounding 

waters and cays. Based on new information, most of Culebra was used for military maneuvers. 

Even though MEC was used only in discrete locations, all of these discrete locations may not 

have been identified. Housing developments are in the planning process in several areas of 

Culebra. The public is concerned about the economic impact on land values should MEC be 

identified on these properties. 

Members of the community have encountered MEC in the past. In some cases, local residents 

have created “bomb gardens” of items they have collected from impact areas. Explosive 

Ordnance Disposal (EOD) personnel had inspected these items in the past and have determined 

that these items have been inert; however, recent additions to the gardens may not be safe. 

The public is concerned about the potential exposure to MEC on the beaches as the beaches are 

the primary economic draw for tourists into the area. The primary beaches of concern include 

Flamenco Beach and the beaches of Culebrita and Cayo de Luis Peña. These beaches are located 

in and around former munitions target areas. 

The general public, including the Culebra fishermen, dive shops, boaters, and tourist industry 

personnel, have expressed concerns regarding potential presence of submerged munitions in area 

waters. They understand that the destruction of the munitions would lead to destruction of 

important reef habitats; however, they are still concerned about the impact on the local tourism 

and fishing industries should an item be inadvertently detonated by an anchor. 

3.3 Public Education 

Site-specific public involvement activities on Culebra have been managed and directed by the 

Jacksonville District Corporate Communications Office. Throughout the process, EQB and 
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USACE messages have focused on explaining the DERP-FUDS program, project stages, specific 

activities envisioned, and priorities, funding limitations, and proposed work. Local officials and 

the community have been updated at relevant stages of progress. 

Copies of project documents have been made available for public review at an information 

repository established at the Culebra mayor’s office. This repository contains project and decision 

documentation concerning investigations and remedial actions proposed for the Municipality of 

Culebra. Should the public find an explosive item, they are warned to not touch or move it and 

are directed to call the local authorities. 

During previous public presentations, the public was encouraged to visit the repository and 

examine the records placed on file at that location. An alternate repository may be set up at the 

Culebra library. The addresses and points of contact for the potential repositories are included in 

Appendix B. 

Special efforts have been made to identify and address community concerns. These centered on 

safety, work schedules, and priorities, and emphasized the priority for public safety during all 

phases of work. 

EQB and Jacksonville District have issued media releases at project milestones, responded to 

media inquiries, and met with Culebra elected officials and island residents to answer questions 

regarding removal actions. Information products were prepared, updated as needed, and made 

available in Spanish and English. These products included: 

• Information fact sheets 

—Status of Future Investigations on Culebra, March 3, 2005 

—Underwater Investigation Field Trials, June 15, 2005 

• Munitions information brochures 

• Posters 

Typical information products produced for this project are included in Appendix C. 

In 2003, Jacksonville District installed an information kiosk at Flamenco Beach containing 

project-related information fliers, brochures, and posters in both Spanish and English to educate 

the community about possible risk to humans from explosives of associated MEC located on land 

surface areas and in the water. More than 50,000 residents and tourists use the beach and 

campground facilities yearly, and it is a center for community recreation. The information 
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provided at the kiosk describes risks associated with ordnance and recommended actions in the 

event ordnance is found. The brochures instruct the public that if they find a possible explosive 

item, they are not to touch or disturb it but report the find immediately to the local law 

enforcement authorities. See Section 5.3 for point of contact information. 

A public meeting was held on March 3, 2005. A total of 21 persons attended the meeting, where 

data from the Supplemental Archives Search Report was posted and the progress of future work 

was discussed. The public was primarily concerned about areas that they plan to develop for 

housing within the Culebra municipality. 

3.4 Key Regulatory Concerns 

Since November 2004, Jacksonville District, in conjunction with the Puerto Rico EQB, has 

conducted several Technical Planning Process (TPP) meetings with all of the regulatory 

personnel who are involved with this project. TPP participants include representatives from the 

Culebra mayor’s office, USFWS, DNER, Engineering and Support Center, Huntsville, munitions 

response contractors, Puerto Rico Police, United States Environmental Protection Agency 

(USEPA), members of the Vieques Commission, personnel from several USACE offices, and 

others. These meetings serve as a forum for the regulatory agencies, so that they may ensure 

compliance with their regulations and provide input on future work at Culebra. TPP meetings 

were conducted in November 2004 and in January and March 2005. Additional meetings are 

planned to ensure continued two-way communication. 

Concerns about the following have been expressed at TPP meetings: 

• Need for workshop to familiarize the TPP personnel with the policy and practices of 

CERCLA, FUDS, and other regulations 

• Public safety and health issues 

• Need to ensure that accurate information is provided in press releases and that inaccurate 

information given in the media is corrected and clarified 

• Moving forward with public information to be placed at diving and other recreational 

areas used by tourists and residents 

• Priority sites for removal actions or future investigations, based on TPP members’ input, 

including: 

—Proposed construction areas near Cerro Balcon 

—Beaches and trails on Isla Culebrita 

—Beaches at Flamenco Peninsula and Cayo de Luis Peña 
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—Ordnance in the channel between Culebra and Cayo de Luis Peña 

—MEC found in the water around anchoring areas for recreation and fishing boats 
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4.0 Highlights of the Program 

The public involvement program for the Culebra municipality area is designed to enable the 

public to learn about the CERCLA process and how it relates to the ordnance removal process. 

The plan is designed to provide information to ensure the public that the cleanup efforts will be 

conducted without interrupting the island’s commercial or recreational activities. To be effective, 

the public involvement program must meet the island community’s needs for information, allow 

opportunities for public input and suggestions, and provide two-way communication between 

agencies responsible for site activities and interested parties. 

The pubic involvement program should take the following approach. 

• Enlist support and participation in information-sharing activities of the residents of 

Culebra, the business community, governmental officials, recreational and tourism 

stakeholders, and civic and social groups. The program will continue to share 

information using existing channels of communication whenever it is possible or 

practical. The island’s municipal officials and business community are a valuable 

resource to Jacksonville District’s effort to understand and monitor concerns and to share 

information in a timely manner. Trust and support of island residents are essential for 

successful cleanup activities. Information about site activities, plans, findings, and 

proposed actions should be provided to them regularly. 

• Enlist the participation of residential and business neighbors and adjacent property 

owners in program activities. Property owners, businessmen, and residents adjacent to 

work sites will be notified of studies, findings, and ordnance removal activities to dispel 

concerns regarding perceived risks associated with ordnance and possible impacts to 

property. 

• Educate area officials, groups, and citizens about procedure for site investigations 

and CERCLA activities. A goal of the CERCLA program is to minimize disruption of 

the governmental, commercial, and recreational activities that are essential to the well-

being and prosperity of the island community. Culebra is respected as a progressive 

community with an expanding economy centered on tourism and outdoor recreation at 

beaches. Site studies and on-site work are subjects of interest to residents and commercial 

interests who benefit from the diverse activities associated with beach, fishing, and diving 

recreation. Public participation activities enable officials, residents, and groups to have 
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access to information regarding studies and CERCLA actions as site activities occur. 

Educational activities to enhance public safety are an essential element of the public 

involvement program. 

• Provide program flexibility to respond to the pace of public interest and needs. The 

interest and concerns of the public regarding the CERCLA process may fluctuate based 

on magnitude of necessary on-site monitoring and site activities. The public involvement 

program provides diversity of communications activities to meet information needs as 

they occur and are identified. Activities are planned to respond to the diversity of the 

Culebra community and the need to initiate and maintain a communication in both 

Spanish and English. 

• Solicit interest in establishing and maintaining a Restoration Advisory Board 

(RAB). The RAB is an organization comprised of members of the community, 

regulators, shareholders, and Jacksonville District personnel who provide input to 

decision makers on developing MMR strategies and will serve as a focal point for 

communicating with the community. 
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5.0 Munitions Response Plan 

5.1 Description of Hazards 

Hazards associated with MEC are a concern for Culebra Island residents and visitors. Most 

residents are aware of the possible hazards related to detonation of MEC; however, visitors to 

Culebra and new residents may not be aware that MEC may exist in and around the Culebra 

region, including the surrounding waters and cays. 

The substances of primary concern at the site include high explosives, which may be contained in 

the warheads of rockets, and various incendiary substances that may be found in practice bombs 

and projectiles. 

The primary hazard associated with ordnance is from the accidental detonation of the items rather 

than any potential toxic effect of the explosives or incendiary substances. Exposure of the public 

or the environment to ordnance items occurs by natural forces or excavation. Once uncovered, 

contact with the explosive item(s) by untrained individuals could cause detonation. The continued 

presence of submerged MEC remains an issue of concern and is a potential hazard addressed in 

this plan. 

5.2 Communications Plan 

A public information kiosk, placed at Flamenco Beach, is described in Section 3.2 of this plan. 

The kiosk will be used to provide educational material for the public concerning MEC that may 

be in the area. The kiosk will contain posters and brochures warning against touching munitions 

potentially presenting an explosive hazard, describing the potential hazards associated with MEC, 

and providing points of contact for the public should munitions potentially presenting an 

explosive hazard be found. 

Jacksonville District will provide periodic news releases concerning the MMR program. All news 

releases concerning the MMR program at Culebra will include a statement about the hazards 

associated with MEC and instructions to the public on whom to call if they find ordnance items. 

Jacksonville District will conduct periodic public meetings. All public meetings will include 

information materials that describe MEC-related hazards and appropriate actions in the event of 

discovery of ordnance. 
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Jacksonville District may provide additional public involvement activities in school auditoriums 

and classes to educate the teachers and students of the hazards associated with MEC and what to 

do if MEC is encountered. Student activities may also include the development of coloring books, 

videos, and cartoons involving the proper procedures for handling MEC. 

5.3 Points of Contact 

Emergency response capabilities are present on Culebra Island to respond to reports of findings of 

MEC. Representatives of DNER and Culebra municipal officials request that all public calls 

regarding ordnance be directed to: 

Municipal Police – Telephone (787) 742-3501 

or Municipal Fire Department – Telephone (787) 742-3530 

The local authorities have been instructed to secure the area and call the nearest explosive 

ordnance detachment located in Mayport, Florida. The procedure to be followed by the local 

authorities is included as Appendix D. 
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6.0 Techniques and Timing 

6.1 Basic Requirements 

The following activities are part of the Culebra public involvement program. This is a flexible 

plan that provides opportunity to expand community involvement and public participation 

activities as needed. Figure 6-1 illustrates the timing of each activity during the cleanup schedule 

for the site. At minimum, those activities required under CERCLA will be implemented. 

6.1.1 Information Repositories / Administrative Record and Notification 

Fact sheets, technical summaries, TPP meetings, site plans and reports (including the Public 

Involvement Plan), and information regarding proposed or planned CERCLA actions will be 

available in the information repositories. An information repository may be established at the 

Culebra Municipal Building (PO Box 189, Culebra, PR 00775-0189) or at the Culebra library 

(PO Box 848, Culebra, PR 00775). Upon commencement of work involving public participation, 

an Administrative Record File will be established and made available for public inspection. This 

file contains information that forms the basis for the selection of a response action, including 

Archives Search Reports, work plans, verified sampling data, and investigative results and 

reports. It also contains the project plans as well as any required decision documents and 

supporting information. 

A notice of the availability of the administrative file will be published in a major local newspaper 

of general circulation that provides information to Spanish- and English-speaking residents 

(Culebra Calendar, San Juan Star, and El Vocero are recommended for future postings). 

Notification to municipal employees will be coordinated with the Culebra mayor. Notification to 

commercial fishermen will be provided to the Fisherman’s Cooperative for information sharing 

through existing channels of communication. Notification may also be provided to area dive 

shops, boat rentals, water taxis, rental property managers, etc., and to the Culebra post office for 

posting. 

6.1.2 CERCLA and Proposed Plan Notification, Analysis, and Public Comment Period 

A minimum 30-day comment period is to be provided to allow citizens the opportunity to review 

and comment on proposed plans regarding military munitions removal and other CERCLA 

activities. Informing residents that their feedback is important in decisions regarding ordnance 

removal and community safety is important and should encourage community input. 
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6.1.3 Public Meetings / Meeting Transcripts 

Public meetings will be held prior to initiation of work, prior to operational changes in the 

CERCLA program, for comments after the public review period of plans and reports, and at any 

time that will provide an opportunity for USACE and appropriate agencies to answer questions 

and receive feedback directly concerning CERCLA activities and planned and ongoing site work. 

Past experience and community input has suggested that meetings would best serve public needs 

if they continue to be held at the Culebra Municipal Building, which provides seating for 200. 

Announcement of the meeting would be provided to the Culebra Calendar, with meeting 

notification fliers distributed to island dive shops, the Fisherman’s Cooperative, and the Culebra 

mayor’s office. Fliers will also be distributed to residents of Culebra through the post office. 

Transcripts of the meetings will be made available for public review in the information 

repositories. Sites for public meetings are identified in Appendix B. 

6.1.4 Responsiveness Summary 

A responsiveness summary was completed as part of the EE/CA Action Memorandum. The 

EE/CA Action Memorandum summarized public concerns and issues raised during the public 

comment period on the proposed ordnance removal and site plans. In addition, the responsiveness 

summary documented federal and state agency responses to these concerns. The EE/CA Action 

Memorandum presently is available for public review at the mayor’s office on Culebra and at the 

Jacksonville District Antilles regional office in San Juan, Puerto Rico. The Culebra information 

repository may be relocated to the library at a later date to allow better access to these documents. 

Future CERCLA activities for which public comments are received will also require 

responsiveness summaries. These summaries will be based on information gathered during public 

meetings and will also be included in reports and memoranda located in the information 

repository. 

6.1.5 Revision of the Public Involvement Plan 

The Public Involvement Plan is a living document and should be periodically revised to outline 

public involvement activities for all future phases of site work. 

The revision to the Public Involvement Plan should: 

• Update facts and information in the Public Involvement Plan as needed 
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• Assess the public involvement program and the potential need for revision to approaches 

and information-sharing activities 

• Develop a strategy to prepare the community for future roles during site restoration 

events 

A new community assessment should be conducted before the Public Involvement Plan is 

revised. 

6.1.6 Public Briefing 

Appropriate public briefings should be held at project milestones to inform the community of the 

status of the munitions response actions. These meetings will be conducted at times and dates that 

are convenient for the community and will allow maximum exposure. Fliers to announce these 

informal meetings will be distributed to the public and posted on the island. Advertisements will 

also be posted in the local and regional newspapers. These meetings should be held at the Culebra 

Municipal Building auditorium or at one of the schools. 

6.2 Additional Activities 

In addition to these basic requirements for a public involvement program for the Culebra 

municipality, a number of activities will be undertaken to ensure that the island community is 

well informed about site investigations and removal actions and that interested individuals and 

groups have an opportunity to participate in the process. These activities may include items 

outlined in the following sections. 

6.2.1 Information Contact 

Jacksonville District has designated a public affairs specialist from the Antilles regional office to 

respond directly to public and media inquiries regarding site activities. The public affairs 

specialist coordinates contacts with the media and appropriate public officials and residents of 

Culebra and works with the project manager and project delivery team members to respond 

appropriately. Contact information is included in Appendix A.  

6.2.2 Good Neighbor Program 

Neighborhoods and individual residences located adjacent to or near CERCLA activity sites do 

not have active neighborhood associations and will receive project updates by communication 

techniques used for all island residents. If site activities may be specifically relevant to immediate 
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neighbors, notifications may be effectively delivered house to house through the post office. All 

Culebra residents have post office boxes for their mail. The number of post office boxes and the 

procedure for submitting fliers for posting can be obtained by calling: 

Culebra Post Office – (787) 742-3862 

6.2.3 Fact Sheets, Technical Summaries, and Posters 

Community fact sheets and technical summaries should continue to be produced as needed to 

provide specific information regarding site studies and actions. It can be anticipated that issues 

relating to thoroughness of locating and destroying MEC and the resulting potential impacts to 

reefs and aquatic life may require fact sheets. Fact sheets will be prepared in both Spanish and 

English and should list the location of the information repository and identify points of contact 

for additional information. 

A cautionary poster that identifies possible types of MEC that may provide risk to the public 

should be produced and exhibited in public-use areas. The poster should provide visual examples 

of ordnance, explain the danger associated with movement of ordnance, warn against touching or 

moving ordnance, and provide instruction on contacting the appropriate authorities to report the 

location of materials requiring removal and safe disposal. Posters will be prepared in both 

Spanish and English and may be displayed at beach kiosks, municipal buildings, the Culebra post 

office, ferry landings, and Culebra airport, and may be provided to schools, dive shops, and the 

Fisherman’s Cooperative. 

6.2.4 Media Interaction 

The Culebra Calendar is published monthly on the island, with the broadest circulation to 

Culebra residents. The Jacksonville District Antilles regional office will coordinate with the 

project manager and project delivery team members to respond to all media inquiries, to provide 

prepared statements to the Culebra Calendar and appropriate regional media regarding site 

activities, and to announce public meetings and project milestones. 

6.2.5 Informal Group Presentations 

Culebra citizens enjoy social interaction and small group gatherings. Informal groups exist that 

provide access to both Spanish- and English-speaking residents and offer convenient means to 

share information in casual settings. Several of these groups are listed in Appendix A of this 
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Public Involvement Plan. Making presentations to such groups can enhance information sharing 

and dissemination. 

6.2.6 Public Safety Video 

A public safety video may be produced and shared with local audiences, including public school 

students and special interest groups. The video would provide an overview of the past military 

activities in Culebra and the removal program, plus specific instruction on hazards associated 

with MEC and how to identify ordnance, necessity to avoid contact with ordnance, and points of 

contact for reporting location of ordnance to enable safe disposal. Any videos would be made 

available in both Spanish and English. 

6.2.7 Communication with Special Interest Groups 

Emphasis will be placed on timely sharing of information with the mayor of Culebra and the 

municipal staff. The mayor’s office is a center of government activity, coordinating police, fire, 

and rescue programs as well as municipal services to island residents. Ongoing briefings of site 

activities and regular meetings with mayor and staff are essential for program efficiency. 

Distribution of fact sheets, meeting notifications, and informational materials should be provided 

to island dive shops, which are a center for commercial, social, and recreational activities. Dive 

shops have bulletin boards suitable for posting of project information, including information 

regarding identification, avoidance, and notification of any sighted MEC. 

Culebra is gaining popularity for recreational use of its beaches. Information sharing has been 

enhanced by the establishment of a project kiosk at Flamenco Beach, where site information may 

be posted in addition to information regarding identification, avoidance, and notification of any 

sighted MEC. 

Access to Culebra is provided by commercial ferry and by airplane. Project information may be 

posted at the ferry dock bulletin board and distributed to the Culebra airport for distribution to 

airport tenants and users. 

• Ferry dock / port authority contact: 

PO Box 67, Culebra, PR 00775 

Telephone (787) 742-3161 
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• Culebra airport contact: 

Pedro Sayan Oquendo, director 

PO Box 225, Clark Extension, Culebra, PR 00775 

Telephone (787) 742-0022 

The Culebra Fisherman’s Cooperative allows direct access to the island’s commercial fishermen 

through an established organization with an internal communications network. Project updates, 

notifications, and information regarding identification, avoidance, and notification of any sighted 

MEC should be provided to this group for information sharing. 

• Contact Carmen Soto, director 

PO Box 240, Culebra, PR 00775 

Telephone (787) 742-0144 

Fax (787) 742-3506 

Culebra’s children will benefit from being knowledgeable about risks associated with MEC. 

Information suitable for and needed by the island’s children can be provided to Culebra public 

schools for presentation to students and for exhibit or distribution in school facilities. 

• Contact Omayra L. Albino 

PO Box 848, Culebra, PR 00775 

Telephone (787) 742-3583 

Fax (787) 742-0011 

6.2.8 Restoration Advisory Board 

A RAB will be established for the MMR program on Culebra in accordance with CERCLA 

requirements. The RAB could be an active participant in the MMR program and would help 

develop remedial initiatives and maintain open lines of communication with the community. The 

responsibilities of the RAB would include: 

• Providing individual advice on environmental restoration issues to USACE and 

regulatory agencies 

• Conducting regular meetings, open to the public, at convenient times and locations 

• Recording minutes of all meetings and making them available to interested parties 

• Encouraging community involvement 

• Developing and using a mailing list of interested parties who wish to receive information 

on the environmental restoration process 
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• Reviewing and evaluating documents, for example, Archives Search Reports, sampling 

and analysis data, EE/CAs, and other technical documents 

• Identifying FUDS project requirements 

• Recommending priorities among FUDS projects 

• Proposing cleanup levels consistent with planned land use 

• Developing a RAB mission statement 

• Developing RAB operating procedures 

Appendix E includes the document “Public Participation in the Defense Environmental 

Restoration Program (DERP) for Formerly Used Defense Sites,” which includes detailed 

descriptions of RAB procedures. Establishment of a RAB, if warranted and requested, will follow 

the procedures outlined in that document. 

Technical assistance is provided for RABs to obtain technical support necessary for interpreting 

scientific and engineering issues. The RAB participants will determine the need and apply to the 

Jacksonville district commander for technical assistance. Information concerning how to apply 

for technical assistance is included in the document provided in Appendix E. 

6.2.9 Web Site 

A Web site may be developed to enhance communication with the public, provide an additional 

avenue for CERCLA-related information, and act as an on-line repository of information for the 

public. The Web site may provide updates of schedules, meeting minutes, and summary reports 

of site progress. It may also be used by and for a possible RAB to provide information to the 

community. A typical FUDS Web site layout is provided in Appendix F. 

6.2.10 Special Notes 

Languages spoken on Culebra Island include Spanish and English. Since many residents are 

proficient in only one language and may not be bilingual, it is essential that printed materials and 

videos be presented in both languages. It is also necessary to present information at public 

meetings in both languages and to have a skilled Spanish-English interpreter present at all 

meetings. 

6.3 Notification of Field Operations 

During field operations, the contractor(s) working on the site will make a concerted effort to 

notify the public concerning their operations. Notifications concerning events such as performing 
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removal operations on Culebra or the surrounding cays, detonations of explosives, and general 

operations in and around Culebra will be conducted under direct supervision of the Jacksonville 

District Antilles regional office. The Antilles public affairs specialist may assist with notifications 

as needed. These notifications will be posted at gathering places such as the Fisherman’s 

Cooperative, the post office, restaurants, dive shops, grocery stores, the ferry dock, the airport 

terminal, and other such places where public access is maximized. The contractor will post 

notifications of the time and location of planned work a minimum of 48 hours prior to conducting 

work in any area. The notifications will also provide the work hours and a statement to warn 

residents and visitors to stay away from those areas due to the potential for detonation of 

explosives. 

6.4 Other Information 

USFWS has initiated a public information program concerning ordnance on both Culebra and 

Vieques. This program includes information meetings, brochures, and PowerPoint presentations. 

USFWS is willing to share this information with other agencies and coordinate future programs. 

The point of contact for its program is: 

Felix Lopez, Contamination Specialist 

United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Caribbean Field Office 

PO Box 491, Boqueron, PR 00622 

Telephone (787) 851-7297 

A copy of the USFWS safety flier is included in Appendix G. 
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Figure 2-1. Former Investigations – Culebra Island, Puerto Rico 
Figure 3-1. Culebra Munitions Response Community Involvement Organization 
Figure 6-1. Schedule 
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Figure 6-1 
Schedule 
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Community Relations Technique 
Completion 
of Interim 
Remedial 

Action Plan 

During 
Interim 

Remedial 
Work 

Completion 
of Interim 
Remedial 

Action 

Initiation of 
EE/CA Study 

Plan 

Completion 
of EE/CA 

Plan 

Start of 
EE/CA 

Activities 

Milestones 
or Special 
Events in 

EE/CA 
Process 

1. Information Repository / Administrative Record ■      ■ 

2. Naming of Information Contact ■      ■ 

3. Meeting With Local Officials; Telephone Calls ■ ■  ■ ■  ■ 

4. Good Neighbor Program ■      ■ 

5. News Releases ■  ■ ■  ■ ■ 

6. 30-Day Public Comment Period     ■ ■  

7. Public Meeting / Transcript ■   ■ ■   

8. Responsiveness Summary      ■  

9. Revision of CRP      ■  

10. Fact Sheets / Public Briefings ■    ■ ■  

11. Informal Group Presentations / Discussions with Residents As needed or requested 

12. Safety Poster / Video      ■  

13. Outreach to Island Business Groups ■      ■ 

14. Establishment of Flamenco Beach Kiosk      ■  

■ = Activity milestone 
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Contacts and Interested Parties 
 

A. Federal Elected 
Representatives 
 
Resident Commissioner 
Member of Congress 
US Representative Luis G. 
Fortuno 
126 Cannon House Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20515-5401 
Telephone (202) 225-2615 
Fax (202) 225-2154 
 
District Office 
250 Calle Fortaleza 
Old San Juan, PR 00901 
 
3rd Floor, Department of State 
PO Box 9023958 
San Juan, PR 00902-3958 
Telephone (787) 723-6333 
Fax (787) 729-7738 
Toll free 1-800-718-6331 
 
B. State Elected 
Officials 
 
Governor Aníbal Acevedo Vilá 
PO Box 9020082 
San Juan, PR 00902-0082 
Telephone (787) 721-7000  
Fax (787) 977-6356 
 
Senator Lorna Soto 
PO Box 90233431 
San Juan, PR 00902-3431 
 
Senator Hector Martinez 
PO Box 90233431 
San Juan, PR 00902-3431 
 
Representative Johnny 
Mendez, District # 36 
PO Box 9022228 
San Juan, PR 00902-2228 
 

C. Local Officials 
 
Mayor Abraham Peña Nieves 
PO Box 7 
Culebra, PR 00775-0189 
Telephone (787) 742-3577 
Fax (787) 742-0616 
 
D. Federal Contacts 
 
Caribbean Islands National 
Wildlife Refuge 
Susan Silander, Project Leader 
Telephone (787) 721-0890 x233 
& x237 
Fax (787) 851-7258 
e-mail: 
CaribbeanIsland@fws.gov 
 
Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA), 
Region II 
Attn: Regional Director 
26 Federal Plaza 
New York, NY 10278 
Telephone (212) 680-3600 
 
Puerto Rico Federal Affairs 
Administration 
Eduardo Bhatia Gautier, 
Executive Director 
1100 17th St. NW, Suite 800 
Washington, DC 20038 
Telephone (202) 778-0745 
 
US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Jacksonville 
Attn: CESAJ-DP-S-B (Robert 
Bridgers) 
701 San Marco Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32232-0019 
Telephone (904) 232-3085 
 
US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Antilles Office 
Attn: Eng. Jose Rosado, Acting 
Deputy District Engineer for the 
Antilles 
400 Fernandez Juncos 
San Juan, PR 00901 
Telephone (787) 723-0133 
 

US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Antilles Office 
Attn: Jose Martinez, Planning 
400 Fernandez Juncos  
San Juan, PR 00901 
Telephone (787) 729-6895 
 
US Army Corps of Engineers, 
Antilles Office 
Attn: Elsa Jimenez, CCO 
400 Fernandez Juncos 
San Juan, PR 00901 
Telephone (787) 729-6876 
 
US Army Engineering Support 
Center, Huntsville 
Attn: ESCH-OE-DC (Terry 
Steuart) 
4820 University Square 
Huntsville, AL 35816-1822 
Telephone (256) 895-1562 
 
US Environmental Protection 
Agency, Caribbean 
Environmental Protection 
Division 
Daniel Rodriguez 
Vieques Field Office 
Vieques Office Park 
Carretera #200 
Vieques, PR 
Telephone (787) 741-5201 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Caribbean Field Office 
Edwin Muñiz, Field Supervisor 
Felix Lopez, Contamination 
Specialist 
PO Box 491 
Boqueron, PR 00622 
Telephone (787) 851-7297 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Culebra National Wildlife 
Refuge 
Attn: Teresa Tallevast 
PO Box 190 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0115 
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E. State and Local 
Agencies 
 
Central Communications 
Office 
Marilyn Rivera Olivieri, Director 
PO Box 9020082 
San Juan, PR 00902-0082 
Telephone (787) 721-9166 
Fax (787) 721-3336 
 
Consumer Affairs Department 
Alejandro Garcia Padilla 
Centro de Gobierno 
Humacao, PR 00791-3751 
Telephone (787) 285-7555 
Fax (787) 726-0077 
 
Culebra Civil Defense 
c/o Culebra City Hall 
PO Box 189 
Telephone (787) 742-3849 
 
Culebra Conservation and 
Development Authority 
PO Box 217 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Attn: Executive Director, Culebra 
Office 
Telephone (787) 742-3880 
Attn: Ivan Cecilio, Campground 
Telephone (787) 742-0700 
 
Culebra Fire Department 
Calle Escudero 317 
Culebra, PR  00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3530 
 
Culebra Health Clinic 
Telephone (787) 742-3511 
 
Culebra Municipal Guard 
c/o Culebra City Hall 
PO Box 189 
Telephone (787) 742-3849 
 
Culebra Public Works 
c/o City Hall 
PO Box 189 
Culebra, PR  00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3174 or 
(787) 742-3521 
 

Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources 
(DNER) 
Javier Vélez Arocho, Secretary 
Designate 
Stop 3-1/2 Munoz Rivera Ave. 
Puerta De Tierra 
PO Box 9066600 
San Juan, PR 00906-6600 
Telephone (787) 724-8774 
Fax (787) 723-4255 
 
Economic Development and 
Commerce Department 
Jorge Silva Puras, Secretary 
PO Box 362350 
San Juan, PR 00936-2350 
Telephone (787) 765-2900 
Fax (787) 753-4094 
 
Education Department 
Gloria Baquero, Secretary 
PO Box 190759 
San Juan, PR 00919-0759 
Telephone (787) 759-2004 
Fax (787) 282-6017 
 
Emergency Management 
Agency 
Nazario Lugo Burgos, Director 
PO Box 9066597 
San Juan, PR 00906-6597 
Telephone (787) 725-3234 
Fax (787) 725-4244 
 
Health Department 
Rosa Perez Perdomo, Secretary 
PO Box 70184 
San Juan, PR 00936-0184 
Telephone (787) 294-7604 
Fax (787) 250-6547 
 
National Guard 
Brigadier General Francisco 
Marquez, Adjutant General 
PO Box 9023786 
San Juan, PR 00902-3786 
Telephone (787) 289-1295 
Fax (787) 723-6360 
 
Office of Special 
Commissioner for Vieques 
and Culebra 
Deanee A. Rias, Assistant to the 
Commissioner 
Telephone (787) 763-3131 

 
Public Safety Department 
Pedro Toledo, Secretary 
PO Box 70166 
San Juan, PR 00936-8166 
Telephone (787) 792-0002 
Fax (787) 781-0080 
 
Puerto Rico Environmental 
Quality Board 
Carlos W. López, President 
PO Box 11488 
San Juan, PR 00910-1488 
Telephone (787) 767-8056 
Fax (787) 754-8294 
 
Puerto Rico Environmental 
Quality Board, Office of the 
President 
Yarissa Martinez 
PO Box 11488 
San Juan, PR 00910-1488 
Telephone (787) 767-8056 
 
Puerto Rico State Police 
Veronica Meléndez  and 
Benjamin Maldonado 
General Delivery 
Culebra, PR  00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3501 
 
Recreation and Sports 
Department 
Dr. David E. Bernier Rivera, 
Secretary Designate 
PO Box 9023207 
San Juan, PR 00909 
Telephone (787) 721-2800 
Fax (787) 728-0313 
 
Rolando Soler 
Contractee PRDNER 
c/o USFWS and PR DNER 
PO Box 190 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Tourism Company 
Terestella González Denton, 
Executive Director 
PO Box 9023960 
San Juan, PR 00902-3960 
Telephone (787) 721-2400 
Fax (787) 722-6238 
Toll free 800-866-7827 
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Transportation and Public 
Works Department 
Gabriel Alcaraz Emanueli, 
Secretary 
PO Box 41269 
San Juan, PR 00940-1269 
Telephone (787) 728-7785 
Fax (787) 725-1620 
 
F. Site Neighbors 
and Interested 
Citizens 
 
Carlos Carrión 
Teacher, Culebra Public School 
Telephone (787) 450-1419 
e-mail: nicar54@hotmail.com 
 
Culebra Pro Human 
Development and Education 
Association 
Rosa Talavera, Director 
PO Box 477 
Culebra, PR  00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0259 
 
Nadine Decicco 
Owner of Excetera 
PO Box 861 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0844 
 
Digna Feliciano 
Owner of El Batey 
PO Box 113 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3301 or 
(787) 742-3828 
 
Lourdes Feliciano 
Owner of Mini Mas Hardware 
Store 
PO Box 495 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3371 
 
William Fischbach Feliciano 
PO Box 591 
Culebra, PR 00775 
 

Fisherman’s Cooperative 
PO Box 240 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0144 
Fax (787) 742-3506 
Carmen Soto, Director 
Anastacio Soto, President 
Ramón Feliciano, Vice President 
Manual Mendéz, Treasurer 
Lourdes Feliciano, Secretary 
Felix Artiz, Local Representative, 
Board Member at Large 
Edwin A. Hernández, Ph.D. 
Coordinator Luis Peña Channel 
Natural Reserve Management 
Plan Project 
180 Monte Brisos, Apt. 2-203 
San Juan, PR 00926 
 
Dr. Edwin Hernandez 
Marine Biologist 
University of Puerto Rico 
Department of Biology 
Coral Reef Research Group 
PO Box 23360 
San Juan, PR 00931-3360 
Telephone (787) 764-0000 
x-4880 
Fax (787) 764-3875 
e-mail: coral_giac@yahoo.com 
 
Joe Hollingsworth 
Owner of Joe’s Ice 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0562 
 
Mary Ann Lucking 
President of Coral Preservation 
Group CORALations 
PO Box 750 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 556-6234 
e-mail: 
maryann@coralations.org 
 
Mike McCarty 
Partner, Vacation Planners, Inc. 
Vacation Planners, Inc. 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone 1-866-285-3277 or 
1-787-742-3112 
 
Brian O’Hanlon 
President, SNAPPERFARM 
PO Box 685 
Culebra, PR  00775 

Telephone (787) 742-0641 
 
Pedro Sayan Oquende 
Manager of Culebra Airport 
PO Box 225 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0022 
 
Jim Peterson 
Owner of Culebra Calendar, 
monthly newspaper 
Telephone (787) 379-1973 
e-mail: oceansafariculebra@ 
yahoo.com 
 
Walter and Monica Reider 
Owners, Culebra Divers 
Culebra, PR  00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0803 
 
Luz Rivera 
Partner in Culebra Dive Shop 
c/o Culebra Dive Shop 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0566 
 
Juan Romero 
President, Foundation of 
Culebra 
PO Box 331 
Culebra, PR 00775-0331 
Telephone (787) 742-3832 
 
Abbie White-Thomas 
Owner and Teacher, Tutoring 
Program 
Telephone (787) 742-0014 
 
G. Community 
Organizations, 
Environmental 
Groups, and 
Citizens’ Groups 
 
CORALations 
Attn: Mary Ann Luking 
PO Box 750 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Group focus is protection and 
restoration of island’s coral reefs 
 
Culebra Chamber of 
Commerce 
Enrique Cánovas 
Telephone (787) 742-3575 
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Culebra Island Citizens Group 
(English-speaking) 
Attn: Nadine Decicco 
PO Box 861 
Culebra, PR 00775 
 
Culebra Island Citizens Group 
(Spanish-speaking) 
Attn: Digna Feliciano 
PO Box 113 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3828 
 
Culebra Leatherback Project 
PO Box 617 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0050 
 
NorthView Estates 
Homeowners’ Association 
c/o Roger Davis 
Telephone (787) 742-0433 
 
H. Media 
 
Newspapers 
 
Culebra Calendar (monthly) 
MCS Productions, Inc. 
PO Box 761 
Culebra, PR 00775-0761 
Telephone (787) 742-0816 
Fax (787) 742-0978 
Ken Robertson, Managing Editor 
Stories are presented in Spanish 
and English 
 
La Estrella 
165 Calle París 
Urb. Floral Park 
Hato Rey, PR 00917 
Telephone (787) 754-4440 or 
1-800-981-4738 
Fax (787) 754-4457 
 
Horizonte 
Dimari Sanchez, Informacíon 
PO Box 70012 
PMB 33 
Rajardo, PR 00738-7012 
Telephone (787) 860-0446 or 
860-3275 
Fax (787) 860-3451 
 

El Nuevo Dia 
PO Box 9067512 
San Juan, PR 00906-7512 
Telephone (787) 641-8000 
 
Primera Hora 
Adria Cruz, Informacíon 
PO Box 2009 
Cantaño, PR 00963-2009 
Telephone (787) 641-5454 
Fax (787) 641-4472 
 
San Juan Star 
PO Box 364187 
San Juan, PR 00920-1511 
Telephone (787) 781-3635 
Fax (787) 782-0310 
John Marino, Managing Editor, 
English 
Carlos Morales, Managing 
Editor, Spanish 
 
El Vocero de PR 
Aiola Virella, Information Director 
PO Box 9067515 
San Juan, PR 00906-7515 
Telephone (787) 622-2300 
Fax (787) 725-8422 
 
Newswire Services 
 
Agencia EFE 
Telephone (787) 793-5833 
Fax (787) 725-8651 
 
Associated Press 
Telephone (787) 723-6021 
Fax (787) 783-4425 
 
Television 
 
Univision Puerto Rico 
WLII-TV, Caguas, San Juan 
WSUR-TV, Ponce 
WORA-TV, Mayaguez 
Box 10000 
San Juan, PR 00908 
Telephone (787) 620-1111 
 
WAPA-TV Channel 4 
PO Box 362050 
San Juan, PR 00936-2050 
Telephone (787) 792-4444 
Fax (787) 793-8060 
 

WKAQ-TV Channel 2 
PO Box 366222 
San Juan, PR 00936-6222 
Telephone (787) 758-2222 
Fax (787) 641-2179 
 
WMTJ-TV Channel 40 (PBS) 
PO Box 21345 
Rio Piedras, PR 00928 
Telephone (809) 766-2600 
Fax (809) 250-8546 
 
Radio 
 
Radio TOP-98 
PO Box 1047 
Fajardo, PR 00738 
Telephone (787) 860-1055 
Fax (787) 860-1055 
 
Sistema 102 FM 
Telephone (787) 620-9898 
 
WALO 1240 AM (Humacao) 
PO Box 1240 
Humacao, PR 00792 
Telephone (787) 725-8265 
Fax (787) 852-1280 
 
WAPA 680 AM (San Juan) 
PO Box 13097 
Santurce Station 
San Juan, PR 00908-3097 
Telephone (787) 763-1066 
Fax (787) 763-4195 
 
WCAD-FM 
PO Box 9024188 
San Juan, PR 00902-4188 
Telephone (787) 726-6144 
Fax (787) 268-3313 
 
WKAQ 580 AM 
PO Box 4668 
San Juan, PR 00936 
Telephone (787) 758-5800 
Fax (787) 281-0163 
 
WMDD 1480 AM 
PO Box 948 
Fajardo, PR 00648 
Telephone (787) 863-0202 
Fax (787) 863-0166 
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WOSO 1030 AM (English 
station) 
PO Box 9023940 
San Juan, PR 00902-3940 
Telephone (787) 724-4242 
Fax (787) 723-9696 
 
WUNO 1320 AM 
GPO Box 363222 
San Juan, PR 00936-3222 
Telephone (787) 758-1300 
Fax (787) 767-9343 
 
I. Other Contacts 
 
Airport 
Director Pedros Sayan Oquendo 
PO Box 225 
Clark Extension 
Culbera, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0022 
 
Ports Authority 
Fernando Bonilla 
PO Box 67 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3161 
 
Post Office 
Postmaster General 
Culebra, PR 00775 
 
Churches 
 
Iglesia Catolica 
PO Box 722 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-0133 
 
Iglesia Metodista 
PO Box 443 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3156 
 
J. Culebra Residents 
 
Luis Ayala 
PO Box 113 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Fernando Bermudez 
PO Box 222 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 

Rina Coalman 
PO Box 218 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Druso Daubon 
PO Box 216 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Ramon Feliciano 
Former Mayor 
PO Box 215 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Richard Kregler 
PO Box 60 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Mike Lastritto 
PO Box 243 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Benjamín Pérez 
PO Box 663 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Gladys Resafi 
PO Box 766 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Mario Reyes 
Oriental Resource Conservation 
Area 
PO Box 612 
Caguas, PR  00726 
 
CPT Pedro Rodriguez 
PO Box 790 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Luis Ramos Roger 
PO Box 317 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Anastacio Soto 
Former Mayor 
PO Box 56 
Culebra, PR  00775 
 
Jack Strickland 
PO Box 262 
Culebra, PR  00775 
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Locations for Information Repository 
and Public Meeting 

 
Information Repository 
 
Municipality of Culebra Office 
PO Box 189 
Culebra, PR 00775-0189 
Telephone (787) 742-3291 
Sonia Arocho 
Administradora Isla Municipio de Culebra 
Hours: Monday through Friday 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
Culebra Library – Biblioteca 
Omayra L. Albino 
PO Box 848 
Culebra, PR 00775 
Telephone (787) 742-3583 
Fax (787) 742-0011 
Library hours 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
 

Meeting 
 
Municipality of Culebra Building 
Sonia Arocho 
Administradora Isla Municipio de Culebra 
PO Box 189 
Culebra, PR 00775-0189 
Telephone (787) 742-3521 x423 
Fax: (787) 742-0111 
Direct (787) 742-1025 
Reservations: Mayor Abraham Peña Nieves 
Fees: None for public service meetings 
Room capacity: 200 
 
Meetings for more than 200 could be 
accommodated in the baseball field behind El 
Batey Restaurant on the road to Culebra Airport. 
For weather cautions, be advised only a portion 
of the ball field is covered and protected. 
 
Public Meeting Notification 
 
Public meeting notification through use of: 
 
Culebra Calendar 
PO Box 761 
Culebra, PR 00775-0761 
 
www.Culebra-island.com 
To post a page on the Web site, contact Blue 
Horizon Realty, (787) 742-3298, or e-mail 
websmaster@Culebra-Island.com. 
 
Post meeting notification flyers at: 

—Culebra Municipal Building 
—Culebra post office bulletin board 
—Culebra Island dive shops 
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Formerly Used Defense 
Sites Program 

 
  For more information about the FUDS program, contact: 
  Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Public Affairs Office, 202-528-4285 
  http://hq.environmental.usace.army.mil/programs/fuds/fuds.html 

    
During the past two centuries, some activities 
supporting military readiness have caused 
environmental contamination within the United 
States and its territories.  The Department of 
Defense (DoD), the U.S. Army and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) are 
committed to protecting human health and the 
environment and improving public safety by 
cleaning up these properties. 
   Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) were 
used by the military prior to October 1986 to 
train and support Soldiers, airmen, sailors, and 
Marines, as well as to test new weapons and 
warfare capabilities.  When no longer needed, 
these properties were cleaned up according to 
the best practices available at the time and 
then transferred to other owners such as 
private individuals or federal, state, tribal, or 
local government entities. 
   Congress created the FUDS program in the 
mid-1980’s.  The Army oversees the program 
for DoD using the Corps to identify eligible 
properties, investigate their condition and 
manage any required cleanup.  The Corps’ 
geographic districts perform these functions in 
consultation with state environmental and 
health offices and the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency.  Through the FUDS 
program, the Army responds to DoD-generated 
contamination that remained on the property 
when it was transferred to other owners. 
Recognizing its obligation to protect citizens, 
the Army is committed to addressing this 
contamination in a safe, timely, and responsive 
manner. 
   The scope and magnitude of the FUDS 
program are significant, with more than 9,700 
potential properties.  FUDS properties range in 
size from less than an acre to tens of  

 

The Department of Defense is authorized to clean up contamination and to remove 
building/debris safety hazards caused by DoD on properties that were under the 
jurisdiction of the Secretary of Defense and owned by, leased by, or otherwise possessed 
by the United States prior to Oct. 17, 1986.   

thousands of acres, and can be located in 
industrial areas, residential developments, and 
public areas.  
   Of the properties evaluated for possible 
inclusion in the program, requirements for 
response actions exist at more than 2,900 
properties.  Properties may involve more than 
one project.  At this time the Corps has 
identified more than 4,800 projects requiring 
response actions, and has completed more 
than 2,600 of them.  Additional properties and 
projects are identified each year.   
   The type of cleanup required varies from 
property to property, and can include cleaning 
up hazardous, toxic and radioactive waste 
sites; removing munitions and explosives of 
concern, including recovered chemical warfare 
material, and munitions constituents.  The 
work is accomplished on a prioritized basis – 
the sites posing the highest risk are cleaned 
first.  Most projects take several years to 
complete, and each project is unique. 
  Critical to the program’s success are active 
communication, coordination, consultation and 
collaboration with property owners, regulators, 
tribal and local governments and surrounding 
communities in planning and carrying out 
property cleanups.  The Corps works hard to 
keep all interested parties informed and offers 
opportunities for dialogue throughout all 
phases of the process. 
   FUDS program expenditures through fiscal 
year 2004 amounted to $3.3 billion, with $18.1 
billion being projected for program completion. 
Annual funding has been about $250 million a 
year. 
 
 



                    PPRROOGGRRAAMMAA  DDEE  LLUUGGAARREESS  
                    UUSSAADDOOSS  PPOORR  LLAA  DDEEFFEENNSSAA

El Departamento de la Defensa (DoD) está autorizado a descontaminar y remover 
escombros o edificios que amenazan la seguridad causados por el DoD en propiedades que 
estuvieron bajo la jurisdicción del Secretario de la Defensa y bajo su titularidad, alquilado 
o de otra forma poseído por los Estados Unidos antes del 17 de octubre 17, 1986.   

Durante los pasados dos siglos, algunas actividades de 
apoyo a la preparación militar han causado contaminación 
ambiental en Estados Unidos y sus territorios.  El 
Departamento de Defensa (DoD), el Ejército de los Estados 
Unidos, y el Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de Estados 
Unidos están comprometidos a proteger la salud humana y 
el ambiente, además, de mejorar la seguridad pública 
limpiando estas propiedades. 
 
Los Lugares Previamente Utilizados por la Defensa, de 
octubre de 1986, eran  para entrenar y apoyar soldados, 
pilotos, marinos, infantería de Marina, así como probar 
nuevas armas y capacidades de guerra.  Cuando ya no se 
necesitan, los lugares se limpian de acuerdo a las mejores 
practicas disponibles en ese tiempo y luego se transfieren a 
otros dueños como individuos particulares o gobiernos 
federales, estatales, locales o tribus. 
 
El Congreso creó el programa FUDS a mediados de los 
años 1980.  El Ejército administra el programa para el DoD 
y usa al Cuerpo de Ingenieros para identificar propiedades 
elegibles, investigar su condición e implantar la limpieza 
necesaria.  Las Oficinas de Distrito del Cuerpo de 
Ingenieros hacen esta función en consulta con las oficinas 
ambientales y de salud del estado y la Agencia de 
Protección Ambiental.  Mediante el Programa FUDS, el 
Ejército responde a la contaminación generada por el DoD 
que permaneció en la propiedad al transferirlo a otros 
dueños.  Reconociendo la obligación de proteger a los 
ciudadanos, el Ejército esta comprometido a trabajar con la 
contaminación de manera segura, puntual y sensible. 
 
El alcance y  magnitud del Programa FUDS es grande, con 
sobre 9,700 propiedades potenciales.  Las propiedades 

FUDS fluctúan en tamaño de menos de un acre hasta miles 
de acres y pueden estar en áreas industriales, desarrollos 
residenciales y áreas publicas. 
 
De propiedades evaluadas para posible inclusión en el 
programa, hay mas de 2,900 que  requieren trabajos de 
descontaminación.  Las propiedades pueden incluir mas de 
un proyecto.  Al momento, el Cuerpo de Ingenieros ha 
identificado sobre 4,800 proyectos requiriendo acciones de 
limpieza, y se han completado mas de 2,600 de ellos. Cada 
año se identifican propiedades y proyectos adicionales. 
 
El tipo de limpieza necesaria varía de propiedad en 
propiedad, y puede incluir limpieza de  desperdicios 
peligrosos, tóxicos y radioactivos, remoción de municiones 
y explosivos, trozos de municiones, recuperación de 
materiales químicos de guerra y demolición de edificios y 
remoción de escombros.  El trabajo se hace basándose en  
prioridades y primero en los lugares de  mayor riesgo.  
Cada proyecto es único y completarlos  toma varios años. 
 
El éxito del programa depende de la comunicación activa, 
coordinación, consultas y colaboración de dueños, 
reguladores, tribus y gobierno local y comunidades 
adyacentes en la planificación y en la ejecución de la  
limpieza de las propiedades.  El Cuerpo de Ingenieros se 
esfuerza en mantener informadas a todas las partes 
interesadas y ofrecer oportunidades de diálogo en todas las 
fases del proceso.   
 
Hasta el año fiscal 2004 se han desembolsado $3.3 
billones, en el Programa FUDS y se requieren unos $18.1 
billones para completarlo.  La asignación anual es de unos 
$250 millones. 

Para más información sobre el Programa FUDS, favor comunicarse con: 
Headquarters, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Oficina de Relaciones Públicas, 202-528-4285 
http://hq.environmental.usace.army.mil/programs/fuds/fuds.html 
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US Army Corps of Engineers - PR Environmental Quality Board   

 
 Government Field Trials Underwater Surveys  

in Culebra, Puerto Rico  
Formerly Used Defense Sites Program (FUDS) 

 
 
 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and 
the PR Environmental Quality Board (EQB) 
announce USACE contractor SeaSystems 
Corporation will be conducting field trials of 
underwater metal detectors in Culebra. These are 
the instruments used to detect unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) on both land and water. The field trials were 
designed and will be supervised by technical experts 
from the USACE, the contractor and EQB. Field 
trials begin on June 15 and could be complete by 
June 30. The crews will use survey boats for work in 
the water. 
 
Information from the field trials will be used by the 
Culebra FUDS Project Team to determine which 
metal detecting tools work best in detecting 
underwater UXO. With this knowledge, the team will 
be better informed on how to characterize the extent 
of UXO in the waters around Culebra and its 
surrounding islands. 
 
Water Field Trials  

• Water Field trials should take between 12 to 
14 days to complete.  

• The trials will be in small areas, about 200 
meters long by 50 meters wide.  

• Water trials are expected to take place in 
Soldado Point, the Northwest Peninsula, 
Cayo Culebrita, Puerto del Manglar, waters 
between Culebrita and Cayo Botellla and 
Mosquito Bay. These areas are subject to 
change. 

• Crews will tow marine metal detectors 
behind their vessels in these areas.  

• The metal detectors should not pose any 
navigation hazard to mariners nor local or 
visiting pleasure boats. 

Land Field Trials  
• Land field trials should take between 2 to 4 

days to complete 
• The trials will be performed over very small 

areas, only about 50 meters by 25 meters 
wide. 

• Trials are planned for Flamenco Beach and  
beach along Tamarindo Bay.  

• These trials are not expected to interfere with 
the public.  

• The field crews will be testing various metal 
detectors, which do not pose any risks or 
hazards to the public. 

 
The Culebra FUDS Project Team includes 
representatives from the USACE, PREQB, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, US Environmental Protection 
Agency, PR Department of Natural and 
Environmental Resources, Culebra Municipality and 
the contractors. 
 
For more information contact:  
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,  
DERP-FUDS Program Manager,  
Mr. Robert Bridgers at 904-232-3085  
                          or  
PR Environmental Quality Board, Office of the 
President, Yarissa Martinez 787- 365-8573. 
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Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejercito – Junta de Calidad Ambiental de PR 
 
Gobierno Prueba Detectores de Metales Bajo el Agua en Culebra, PR 
Programa de Lugares Previamente Utilizados por la Defensa (FUDS) 
             

El Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército (USACE por 
sus siglas en inglés) y la Junta de Calidad 
Ambiental de PR (JCA) informan que SeaSystems 
contratista del USACE, hará pruebas en Culebra de 
instrumentos para detectar metales bajo agua. Los 
instrumentos se usan para detectar municiones sin 
detonar, en agua o en tierra. Las pruebas fueron 
diseñadas y serán supervisadas por personal 
técnico del USACE, el contratista y JCA.. Las 
pruebas comienzan en junio 15 y deben finalizar 
para junio 30. Los técnicos usan botes mientras 
trabajan en el agua. 

La información que se recopile con estas pruebas la 
usara el Equipo Técnico de Culebra para decidir 
que herramientas de detectar metales funcionan 
mejor bajo el agua. Con estos datos el equipo 
estará mejor informado para determinar las 
características y  la magnitud de municiones sin 
detonar en las aguas de Culebra y los cayos 
circundantes. 

Pruebas de Campo en el Agua 

• Tomará entre 12-14 días completar las 
pruebas en el agua.  

• Serán en áreas pequeñas de unos 200 
metros de largo 50 metros de ancho. 

• Se harán pruebas de agua en Punta 
Soldado, la Península del Noroeste, Cayo 
Culebrita, Puerto del Manglar, las aguas 
entre Culebrita y Cayo Botella y en Bahía 
Mosquito. Estas áreas pueden variar. 

• Los técnicos transportarán los detectores de 
metales amarrados a los botes. 

• Los detectores de metales no representan 
riesgo a la navegación para marinos, ni para 
los dueños de embarcaciones de pesca o de 
placer. 

Pruebas de Campo en Tierra 

• Tomará de 2-4 días completar las pruebas 
en tierra. 

• Serán en áreas pequeñas de unos 50 
metros de largo y 25 metros de ancho. 

• Se harán pruebas en Playa Flamenco y en la 
Bahía de Tamarindo. 

• Estas pruebas no deben interferir con el 
público. 

• Los técnicos probarán varios detectores de 
metales los cuales no representan riesgo 
alguno de salud para el público. 

El  Equipo Técnico de Culebra incluye 
representantes del USACE, JCA, Pesca y Vida 
Silvestre Federal, Agencia de Protección Ambiental 
Federal, Departamento de Recursos Naturales y 
Ambientales, el Municipio de Culebra y los 
contratistas. 

Contactos para información adicional:Cuerpo de 
Ingenieros,  Robert Bridgers, Gerente Programa 
DERP-FUDS, Tel. 904-232-3085.  Junta de Calidad 
Ambiental, Yarissa Martínez, Oficina del Presidente, 
(787) 365-8573. 

 



BE AWARE OF THE 
DANGERS

Points of Contact

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Jacksonville District, 2004

Unexploded
Military

Ammunition
on Culebra Island and

Surrounding Cays, Puerto Rico

“What you should know
and what to do!”

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico
Office of the Governor
Environmental Quality Board
(787) 767-8056

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Jacksonville District
Attn: CESAJ-DP (FUDS Program Manager)
701 San Marco Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
(904) 232-3085

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Antilles Office
Attn: CESAJ-DE (Corporate Communications)
400 Fernandez Juncos Avenue
San Juan, PR 00901-3299
(787) 729-6876

For more information regarding 
unexploded ordnance, visit:

www.hnd.usace.army.mil
SAFETY AWARENESS ON 

CULEBRA TODAY
It is important that residents and guests of 
Culebra Island are educated abut the potential 
dangers of UNEXPLODED ORDNANCE. 
Most of Flamenco Peninsula has restricted 
access, but unrestricted locations such as 
Flamenco Beach or the campgrounds may 
potentially contain unexploded ordnance. In 
addition, boaters should use mooring buoys 
whenever possible to avoid dropping an 
anchor on unexploded ordnance in the water.

CALL (787) 742-3501

If you see unexploded ordnance,
DO NOT TOUCH IT!

Immediately report it to the
police in Dewey!



HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE
The Culebra Island area played an important 
role in the preparation, training, and readiness 
of the armed forces.

In 1901, the U.S. Navy began using the island 
and cays for fleet exercises. In later years, 
multi-national forces trained in the area. 

Targets were initially placed on the 600-acre 
Flamenco Peninsula for shore bombardment 
centered on whitewashed rocks along the 
shoreline, simulated gun emplacement, 
whitewashed Sherman tanks, and white-painted 
fuel drums.  This area was later used for the 
practice delivery of live bombs and rockets. 

Other areas are also known to have been used 
for training exercises, including live mortar fire 
toward the west flank of Cerro Balcon.

In 1975, surface and aerial bombing of 
Flamenco Peninsula and surrounding cays 
ended. Although, the peninsula has been swept 
for UXO, a substantial amount of dangerous 
UXO still exists in all former target areas. 

These items can kill you!

Unexploded Ordnance Detonation

c  u  l  e  b  r  a      i  s  l  a  n  d,      p  u  e  r  t o      r  i  c  o

WHAT IS UXO?
Unexploded ordnance (UXO) is a term used 
for old military training ammunition. 
Training ammunition was intended to 
explode upon impact with the ground or with 
targets; however, a significant number of 
ammunition items did not explode as 
intended. UXO items or certain pieces of 
UXO are still dangerous and could explode 
with the slightest movement. Military 
personnel were extensively trained to handle 
these dangerous UXO items. Do not touch 
them. Some of these items found on Culebra
Island and the surrounding cays include
5-inch to 16-inch naval projectiles, aerial 
bombs up to 2,000 pounds, 60mm and 81mm 
mortars, hand grenades, rockets, and many 
more items.

DO NOT TOUCH IT!

RECOGNIZE THE DANGERS!
Remember that any piece of metal found 
partially buried or on the ground may be 
dangerous and should not be touched or 
removed from the ground.  It may no longer 
look like ammunition as shown here.

RETREAT
Move away from the area

REPORT
Call the local police at (787) 742-3501



ESTE CONSCIENTE
DE LOS PELIGROS

Puntos de Contacto

Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército 
de Estados Unidos, 2004

Municiones
Militares sin

Detonar
En la Isla de Culebra y Cayos

Circundantes, Puerto Rico

“¡Lo Qué Debería Saber y
Lo Qué Debe Hacer!”

Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico
Oficina del Gobernador
Junta de Calidad Ambiental
(787) 767-8056

Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de Estados Unidos
Distrito de Jacksonville
Aten: CESAJ-DP (Programa FUDS)
701 San Marco Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32207
(904) 232-3085

Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército de Estados Unidos
Oficina de las Antillas
Aten: CESAJ-DE (Comunicaciones Corporativas)
400 Avenida Fernández Juncos
San Juan, PR 00901-3299
(787) 729-6876

Para más información con 
respecto a municiones sin 

detonar, visite la página Web:
www.hnd.usace.army.mil

CONCIENTIZANDO SOBRE 
LA SEGURIDAD EN 

CULEBRA
Es importante que los residentes y visitantes 
de la Isla de Culebra conozcan los peligros 
potenciales de las MUNICIONES SIN 
DETONAR.  Aunque en la mayoría de la 
Península de Flamenco el acceso está 
restringido, hay áreas sin restricciones tales 
como la playa y el área de acampar que 
pueden contener municiones sin detonar.  
Igualmente, las embarcaciones deben usar las 
boyas de amarre cuando sea posible, para 
evitar tirar anclas accidentalmente sobre 
municiones sin detonar que están sumergidas.

TEL (787) 742-3501

¡Si encuentra municiones sin 
detonar,

NO LAS TOQUE! 
¡Infórmelo a la policía de Dewey!



EL SIGNIFICADO HISTORICO
La Isla de Culebra desempeñó un papel 
extremadamente importante en la preparación y 
entrenamiento de las fuerzas armadas.
En 1901, la Marina de los Estados Unidos 
empezó a usar la isla y los cayos para ejercicios 
de flota. En años subsiguientes, fuerzas 
multinacionales entrenaron en el área.
La Península de Flamenco, de 250 hectáreas, se 
usó inicialmente para prácticas de bombardeo 
costero sobre las rocas pintadas con cal, sobre 
emplazamientos de armas simuladas, tanques 
Sherman pintados y drones pintados de blanco.  
Posteriormente, el área se usó para prácticas de 
impacto de bombas y cohetes activos.

Se sabe que también se usaron otras áreas para 
ejercicios de entrenamiento, incluyendo el 
lanzamiento de morteros contra el flanco oeste 
de Cerro Balcón.
En 1975, cesó el lanzamiento de bombas aéreas 
y de superficie sobre la Península de Flamenco 
y los cayos circundantes.  A pesar de que la 
península ha sido rastreada para detectar las 
MSD, aun existe una cantidad substancial de 
MSD peligrosas en las áreas usadas 
previamente cómo blancos. 

¡ESTOS ARTICULOS PUEDEN MATAR!

Destruyendo Municiones Sin Detonar

i  s  l  a     d  e     c  u  l  e  b  r  a,      p  u  e  r  t  o      r  i  c  o

¿QUE SON MSD?
Municiones Sin Detonar (MSD). MSD es un 
término usado para referirse a municiones 
militares antiguas usadas para entrenamiento. 
Las municiones de entrenamiento debían 
detonar al hacer impacto con el suelo o en los 
blancos. Sin embargo, un número 
significativo de municiones no detonaron 
como destinadas. Las MSD o ciertas partes 
de MSD son peligrosas y podrían explotar si 
se mueven. El personal militar esta muy bien 
entrenado para manejar los artículos 
peligrosos de MSD. No las toque. Los 
artículos encontrados en la Isla de Culebra y 
los cayos circundantes incluyen proyectiles 
marinos de entre 5 y 16 pulgadas, bombas 
aéreas de hasta 910 Kg. (2000 lb.), morteros 
de 60 y 81 mm, granadas, cohetes y muchos 
otros.

¡NO LO TOQUE!

¡RECONOZCA LOS 
PELIGROS!

Recuerde que cualquier pedazo de metal 
encontrado, enterrado o expuesto, puede ser 
peligroso y no debe ser tocado ni movido. Es 
posible que los artículos que encuentre no se 
parezcan a las municiones en esta fotografía.

RETIRESE
Aléjese del área

INFORMELO
Llame a la policía local al (787) 742-3501



Unexploded Military Munitions on
Culebra Island and Surrounding Cays

Be Aware of the Dangers

WHAT TO DO:
RECOGNIZE

If you find an item resembling those shown in these 

photographs, DO NOT TOUCH IT!
RETREAT

Leave the area, but make certain you can describe the 
location of the item to the local police.

REPORT
Contact the police immediately!

Call the Dewey Police ● (787) 742-3501

BE RESPONSIBLE
Help protect other visitors to this area

by following the steps above.

In 1901, the U.S. Navy began using Culebra Island and its surrounding 
cays for military training. During World War II, the area was expanded 

for multi-national fleet exercises. Surface and aerial bombing of the 
Flamenco Peninsula (located on the northwestern end of Culebra 

Island) as well as surrounding cays ended in 1975.  This area has been 
swept for unexploded ordnance, but presence of dangerous unexploded 

ordnance still exists.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Jacksonville District



Municiones Militares sin Detonar
en la Isla de Culebra y los Cayos Circundantes

Esté Consciente del Peligro

Lo que debe hacer:
RECONOZCA

¡Si encuentra algún objeto parecido a los que aparecen en las 
fotografías, NO LO TOQUE!

RETIRESE
Aléjese del área, pero asegúrese que pueda convocarle la 

localización del objeto a la policía local.

INFORMELO
¡Contacte a la policía inmediatamente!

Llame a la Policía de Dewey ● (787) 742-3501

SEA RESPONSABLE
Ayude a proteger a otros visitantes del área siguiendo las 

indicaciones anteriores.

En 1901, la Marina de los Estados Unidos empezó a usar la Isla de 
Culebra y los cayos circundantes para entrenamiento militar. Durante la 

Segunda Guerra Mundial, el área se extendió para incluir ejercicios 
multinacionales de flota. En 1975, el lanzamiento de bombas aéreas y 

bombas de superficie cesó en la Península de Flamenco (localizada en la 
punta Noroeste de la Isla de Culebra) y en los cayos adyacentes. El área 

ha sido rastreada con el fin de detectar municiones sin detonar, pero 
municiones todavía pueden estar presentes en el área.

Cuerpo de Ingenieros del Ejército Estadounidense 
Distrito de Jacksonville
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Munitions Response Instructions 
to the Culebra Municipality 

 
Persons finding MEC are directed to notify the police to respond to the area. The police should 

secure the area and contact one of the municipal agencies to order a response action from the 

United States military. The municipal agency has been directed to call the United States Navy, 

Explosive Ordnance Disposal, Mobile Unit 6 Detachment, Mayport, Florida, at (904) 270-5412 

for guidance. 
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APPENDIX E 

Public Participation in the 
Defense Environmental Restoration Program (DERP) 

for Formerly Used Defense Sites (FUDS) 
(Engineer Pamphlet 1110-3-8) 

 

 

 



























































































































































































































































Culebra – Puerto Rico 
Defense Environmental Restoration Program 
 

 
Public Involvement Plan  August 2005 

APPENDIX F 

Typical FUDS Web Site Layout 
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Culebra Removal Action Web Site Map 
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US Fish & Wildlife Service 
MEC Safety Flier 
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