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Tracking the Nomads of the Deep —
Study Hopes to Shed Light on Turtle Travels

Joe
Tampa Bay Tartle Study
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Joe; n male loggerhead, i1s the newest turtle
tagged by researchers with the Corps of
Engineers. Here ure Joes movements for the
first two weeks following his caplure and

l'l'; Else.

SOURCE: ULS, Army Corps of Engineers
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go — and why.

The study, initiated by
the Wailzrwu}':a
Ea.pl.'ritm.'m Station  in
Mississippi al the request
of the National Marine

Fisheries

Corps’

Seryice, uses
specinl semsing devices
and satellite tags 1o moni-
tor the travels and behav-
ior of the three sea turtle
species found in Tampa
Bay: loggerhead, green
and Kemp's ridley, The
sensing  devices  recond
how long o turtle stays
underwater and how deep
it swimss while the satel-
lite tags monttor travel wd
migrition palierns,

So far, six turtles have
I]l“l:'ll ffﬂfﬂul‘t‘.ll ﬂrld
released back to the bay
equipped with the tracking
equipment. Maps showing
their movements, along
e with general information
about sea turtles, is avail-
thie
WWW.BA]LUEACE.ATIY.
milfpedfstart htm. This data
also 15 heing shared with
students through a class-
rocHTl ll n'}g’rﬂrﬂ | !I".v"'h I'Fr'.IJ
by the COE and the

able on Interner

vear-long research project in |

Tampa Bay sponsored by the U5,

Army Corps of Engineers (COE)
seeks 1o reduce the nsk plmed Lo se¢n lur-
tles from dredging projects by learning
more aboul where these ancient mariners

Caribbean Conservation

Corporation Sea Turtle Survival League.

Must of the turtles used in the project |

were captured near Egmont Key at the
enlrance o Tampa Bay. The first, Jason, a
male loggerhead, spemt a eonsiderable |
amowunt of tme in Tampa Bay hv.l'm'P!

heading for desper waters in the Gulf of
Mexico and eventually south to the Fort
Myers aren, where seientists finally lost
track of him when his satellite transmitter
failed.

Another loggerhead, Debbie, also swam
from Tampa Bay last fall toward Fort
Myers and then on to Naples before
meandering back toward Tampa Bay,
where she was last spotted in April,

Ken and Meghann, two Kemp's ridleys,
sigeagged north toward the Hemando
County area before returning to Tampa
Bay. In fact, oll the tagged turtles eventu-
ally returned to Tampa Bay.

According to sea turile researchers,
predicting the movements of sea turtles is
an imprecise undertaking, since they do
not follow an easily identified pattern.
Researchers know that sea turtles typical-
|}' mugrate o warmer waters dm’ing the
winter, und migrate from offshore 1o
nearshore or esluarine areas
al cerain stages of their
lives.. And, of course,
mature adult females returm
to the same beaches where
Ihl’.‘y were hatched 1o ]u._r
sges. (hher that
influenee their travels are
poarly understoad, although
this study hopes 1o shed
some light on their move-

e,
Knowing how much tume

;
factors

turtles spend in one area,
and how often they are in or
near the bays shipping
channels could help save
their lives by leading 1o
modifications o [uture
dredging projeets to avoud
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Did You Know?
Fast Facts About
inadvertently injuring the unimals. This is ' ,rhe Nam}&m'y
importan| IK-I!l'ﬂl.I}il". all sea turtles are pro- .;' P“w

teeted by federal law, and the Kemp's rid-
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As one of the Tampa Bay Estpary e IF ﬂ

Program’s partners in bay restorution, the
Corps of Engineers earlier this vear
signed a joinder agreement formalizing its
support for bay protection and improve-
ment. Among the Corps’ commitments is
the development and implementation of a
coordinated, Innp,-h-rm tJI'l'dgiﬂg anl
dredged material management plan for
Tamipa Buy. TBEP has pledged $40,000 10 .;
a=sisl that effort. The Corps of Enginesrs
also has been actively involved in the
Ageney on Bay Management, an advisiory
coalition that monitors activities in Tampa

Bay, for many years,

Through partnerships with local commuini-
ties, agencles and private sector groups. the:
NEPs have leveraged at least $45 millian in
tederal funds.

17 of the mation's NEPs have completed
thelr Comprehensive Conservation and
Management Plans, and 11 othars are cur-
rently developing managemant plans.

S@JHL‘E U5 Enmvironmantal Profection
Agency, Washingtan, ..
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