DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
JACKSONVILLE DISTRICT CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. BOX 4970
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32232-0019

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Construction-Operations Division
Public Notice NO. PN-NP-211

o | PUBLIC NOTICE

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: The District Engineer, Jacksonville
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, has forwarded a request to
the State of Florida Department of Environmental Protection for
Water Quality Certification (WQC), pursuant to Section 401 of the
Clean Water Act of 1977, for maintenance dredging of New Pass.
This Federal project is being evaluated and coordinated pursuant

to 33 CFR 335 through 338.

Comments regarding the project should be submitted in writing to
the District Engineer at the above address within 30 days from the
date of this notice. Any person who has an interest which may be
affected by the construction of this project may request a public
hearing. The request must be submitted in writing to the District
Engineer within 30 days of the date of this notice and must
clearly set forth the interest which may be affected and the
manner in which the interest may be affected by this activity.

>If you have any questions concerning this applic;Eion, you may
contact Mr. Brian Brodehl of this office, telephone 904-232-3600.

WATERWAY & LOCATION: New Pass, Sarasota County, Florida

WORK & PURPOSE: The proposed work consists of dredging
approximately 350,000 cubic yards of shoal material from the
Federal authorized navigation channel. The material is to be
transported via pipeline to the public beaches on Lido Key to the
south and Longboat Key to the north. The composition of the
material is predominantly sand with some shell. :

The purpose of dredging is to restore the channel to authorized
project depths and to provide safe navigation conditions for both
commercial and recreational boaters.

PROJECT AUTHORIZATION: House Document 214, 89th Congress, 14 July

1960. . —— e e
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APPLICABLE LAWS: The following laws are, or may be, applicable to
the review of the proposed disposal sites and to the activities

T gffiliated with this Federal project:

1. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1977 (PL 95-217)
(33 U.S.C. 1344).

2. Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research, and
Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (PL 92-532) (33 U.S.C. 1413, 86 Stat.

1052) .

3. Section 302 of the Marine Protection, Research, and
Sanctuaries Act of 1972 (PL 92-532, 86 Stat. 1052).

4. The National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (PL 91-190)
(42 U.S.C. 4321-4347). '

5. Sections 307(c) (1) and (2) of the Coastal Zone Management
Act of 1972 (16 U.S.C. 1456(c) (1) and (2), 86 Stat. 1280).

it

6. The Fish and Wildlife Act of 1956 (16 U.S.C. 472a et
seq) .- E . .

7. The Migratory Marine Game-Fish Act of 1959 (16 U.S.C.
760c-760g) .

8. The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958 (16 U.S.C.
661-666c) . .

9. The Endangered Species Act of 1973 (PL 93-205) (16 U.S.C.
668aa-668cc-6, 87 Stat. 884).

10. The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16
U.S.C. 470, 80 Stat.915).

11. Section 313 of the Clean Water Act of 1977 (33 U.S.C.
1323, 85 Stat. 816).

COASTAI, ZONE'MANAGEMENT: The proposed project is under evaluation
in accordance with the Florida Coastal Zone Management Act.fo
determine consistency with the goals and intent of the appropriate
State statutes. This determination is based on the Environmental
Assessment, the Section 404 (b) (1) Evaluation, and the Coastal Zone
Congistency Determination. Compliance will be confirmed by
issuance of the necessary Water Quality Certification from the

State.
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EVALUATION: An Environmental Assessment has been prepared for
this project. Evaluation of the available information indicates
that the proposed project will have no significant impact on the
quality of the human environment and an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

will not be regquired.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: Consultation with the National Marine
Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant
to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act has been conducted. A
“May Effects” determination has been reached concerning impacts to
nesting sea turtles within the beach placement areas. A
Biological Opinion, dated 28 March 1990, was issued by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered
Species Act. Special precautionary measure will be taken to
protect nesting sea turtles and manatees during construction.

All standard conditions and protection practices for the whales,
migratory birds, and all other local threatened or endangered
species will be adhered to during the dredging and disposal

operations.

EVALUATION FACTORS: All factors which may be relevant to the
proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects
thereof. Among these are conservation, economics, aesthetics,
general environmental concerns, wetlands, histori& resources, fish
and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use,
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation,
seagrasses, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs,
consideration of property ownership and, in general, the needs and

welfare are of the people.

HISTORICAL RESOURCES: The National Register of Historic Resources
is currently being consulted to determine if any resources are
present which may be affected by the project operations. .
Preliminary determination is that no archeological, historical, or
cultural resources are listed in the project area. However, if
such resources are found within the project area prior to or
during construction, all precautions will be taken to preserve
those resources in their pre-discovery condition. Any unusual
items as observed by Corps personnel or by the Contractor to have

historical or archeological value shall be reported as soon as.

practicable.
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DISSEMINATION OF NOTICE: You are requested to communicate the

information contained in this notice to any other parties whom you
“deem 1ikely to have an interest in this matter.

COORDINATION: This notice is being sent to the following
agencies:

FEDERAL AGENCIES:

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

U.S. COAST GUARD

U.S. FISH & WILDLIFE SERVICE

ATLANTIC MARINE CENTER

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATIONS

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
NATIONAL OCEANOGRAPHIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION
FEDERAL MARITIME COMMISSION :
U.S. DEPARTMENT~OF AGRICULTURE

STATE AGENCIES:

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

DIVISION OF SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT

FLORIDA INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT

FLORIDA GAME & FRESH WATER FISH COMMISSION

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES, HISTORY & RECORDS

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

PLANNING MANAGER BUREAU OF SUBMERGED LANDS DEPARTMENT
BUREAU OF SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION

FLORIDA OFFICE OF ENTOMOLOGY

gT. JOHN'S RIVER WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

FLORIDA STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

FLORIDA MARINE PATROL

BUREAU OF STATE PLANNING

FLORIDA DIVISION OF RECREATION

NORTHEAST FLORIDA REGIONAL PLANNING COUNCIL

HABITAT CONSERVATION SERVICE e
FLORIDA STATE CONSERVATION SERVICE




ENVIRONMENTAL: ORGANIZATIONS:
FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY

FLORIDA WILDLIFE FEDERATION

STERRA CLUB

FLORIDA DEFENDERS OF THE ENVIRONMENT
NATIONAL ESTUARY PROGRAM

LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS:
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, SARASOTA
CITY MANAGER, CITY OF SARASOTA

TOWN OF LONGBOAT KEY

WEST COAST INLAND NAVIGATION DISTRICT

LOCAL MEDIA:
THE HERALD TRIBUNE

FOR THE COMMANDER:

oo el

GIRJAMO DiCHIARA
Chiéf, Construction-Operations

Division
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// RS [ S,
MEMBER OF THE FLORIDA CABINET
Historic Florida Keys Preservation Board
Historic Palm Beach County Preservation Board

. N
DIVISIONS OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Office of the Secretary
Office of International Relations
Division of Administrative Services
Division of Corporations
Division of Cultural Affairs

Historic Pensacola Preservation Board
Historic St. Augustine Preserva tion Board

g::’/:::g: gg E{ll:‘::rca:l Resourcas - , 4 His-toric' Ta{(ahassec‘Prcserva tion Board
Division of Library and Information Services — Histore Tampa/Hlil’lzi'z::?i?)fg:?z
Division of Licensing FLORIDA DEPARTMEN’T OF STATE Ringling Museum of :\rl
Sandra B. Mortham
Secretary of State

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
December 18, 1996

District Engineer’ In Reply Refer To:
Regulatory Division, Permits Branch Scott B. Edwards
Jacksonville District, Corps of Engineers Historic Sites Specialist
P.O. Box 4970 (904) 487-2333
Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019 P;oject File No. 964706 B

RE: Re-Evaluation
Public Notice No. PN-NP-211
New Pass Maintenance Dredging
Sarasota County, Florida

To Whom It May Concern:

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R,, Part 800 ("Protection of Historic
Properties"), we have reviewed the referenced project for possible impact to historic properties

listed, or eligible for listing, in the National Register of Historic Places. The authority for this
procedure is the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), as amended.

We have reviewed additional information for the referenced project to further evaluaté possible
impacts to historic properties. On the basis of a letter (Nov. 13, 1996) from your Planning
Division we are aware that potentially significant magnetic targets have been identified in the
project vicinity. We note that the Corps intends to conduct a magnetometer survey in the area
affected by channel realignment and maintenance.

Based on this statement we wish to withdraw our letter of December 4, 1996. 1t is the opinion of -
this office that the project may effect significant cultural resources, and, therefore the
magnetometer survey should be conducted to address potential project related impacts to these
resources. :

If you have any questions concerning our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. Your
interest in protecting Florida's historic properties is appreciated.

Sincerely’ W
George W. Pércy, Director
' Division of Historical Resources
and
GWP/Ese State Historic Preservation Officer

xc: A.J. Salem, USACOE

: DIRECTOR'S OFFICE .
R.A. Gray Building * 500 South Bronough Street o Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 (904) 488-1480 "

FAX: (904)-488-3353 o qvw Address http://'www.dos. state.fl.us

0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH [ HISTORIC PRESERVATION £ HISTORICAL MUSEUMS
(904) 487-2299 o FAX: 414-2207 (904) 487-2333 » FAX: 922-0496 C (904N ASRTARA = TA V- 01 Aenn



MEMBER OF THEFLORIDA C )
Historic Florida Keys Preservation Board

e Fap -
Ve Z SN G 0 (A
_ ¢LORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE '
e Secretary

_.ce of Int ernational Relations
Division of .Administrative Services
Division of €orporations
Divisien of €ultural Affairs
Division of Elections
Division of Historical Resources

Historic Palm Beach County Preservation Board
Historic Pensacola Preservation Board

Historic St. Augustine Preservation Board
Historic Tallahassee Preservation Board
Historic Tampa/Hillsborough County

Division of Library and Information Services Preservation Board
Division of Licensing FLORID A DEPARTMENT OF ST 'ATE Ringling Museum of Art
_ Sandra B. Mortham
Secretary of State

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES
May 20, 1997

Mr. Hanley K. Smith : In Reply Refer To:
Planning Division, Environtnental Branch Scott B. Edwards
Jacksonville District, Corps of Engineers Historic Sites Specialist
P.0. Box 4970 Project File No. 972145

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

RE-  Cultural Resource Assessment Review Request
Draft Report - Underwater Archaeological Investigations of Eleven Potentially
Significant Remote Sensing Target Signatures in New Pass Channel, Sarasota County,
Florida. By Mid-Atlantic Technology, March 1997.

Dear Mr. Smith:

In accordance with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part 800 ("Protection of Historic
Properties"), we have reviewed the draft report for the referenced project performed by Mid-
Atlantic Technology and find it sufficient. Please have Mid-Atlantic provide a survey log sheet

and project map.

We have reviewed the draft copy of the “Underwater Archaeological Investigations of Eleven
Potentially Significant Remote Sensing Target Signatures in New Pass Channel.” We concur with
the determination that none of the eleven targets are potentially significant. Based on the results
of the survey, it is the opinion of this office that the proposed maintenance dredging of the New
Pass Channel will have no effect on historic properties listed or eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places or otherwise of historical or archaeological value.

If you have any questiops concerning our comments, please do not hesitate to contact us. Your
interest in protecting Florida's archaeological and historic resources is appreciated.

Sincerely, ,

George W. Percy, Director
Division of Historical Resources
and
GWP/Ese : State Historic Preservation Officer

DIRECTOR'S OFFICE
R.A. Gray Building * 500 South Bronough Street ¢ Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 e« (904)488-1480
FAX: (904) 488-3353 * EI}\W%’Address http://www.dos. state.fl.us

(3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESEARCH HISTORIC PRESERVATION (3 HISTORICAL MUSEUMS
(904) 487-2299 » FAX: 414-2207 (904) 487-2333 » FAX: 922-0496 (904) 488-1484 » FAX: 921-2503



Colonel Terry Rice

District Engineer, Jacksonville District

Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers

Construction-Operations Division

P.O. Box 4970

Jacksonville, Florida 32232-0019

Dear Colonel Rice:

DS
UNITED STATES DERARTMENT OF COMMERC
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE

Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North
St. Petersburg, Florida 33702

December 16, 1996
904/234-5061

The National Marine Fisheries Service has reviewed the project plans advertised in the following
public notice(s). We anticipate that any adverse effect that might occur on marine and anadromous
fishery resources would be minimal and, therefore, do not object to issuance of the permif(s).

NOTICE NO.
PN-NP-211

cc:
F/SEO2
F/SEO23-MIAMI

COUNTY

Sarasota

NOTICE DUE
APPLICANT DATE DATE
“COE 11/18/96 12/18/96
Sincer

LT A

Assistant Regional Director
Habitat Conservation Division




APPENDIX V

COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS
' AND REGULATIONS




COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS.

1. National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended. Environmental information on
the project has been compiled and the draft Environmental Assessment, was made available for
public review through public notice PN-NP-211 dated November 18, 1996, in compliance with
33 CFR Parts 335-338. These regulations govern the Operations and Maintenance of US '
Army Corps of Engineers Civil Works Projects involving the Discharge of Dredged or Fill
Material into Waters of the US or Ocean Waters. This public coordination and environmental
impact assessment complies with the intent of NEPA. The process will fully comply with the
Act once the District Commander has signed the Findings of No Significant Impact.

2. Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended. Consultation with the US Fish and
Wildlife Service for this project was conducted by letters dated December 13, 1989 and
February 5, 1990. In a response dated January 26, 1990, the USFWS concluded that the work
would not likely jeopardize the continued existence of the manatee if the Standard manatee
protection conditions are implemented. However, by letter dated March 28, 1990, the
USFWS prepared a biological opinion for impacts to nesting sea turtles. A nest monitoring
and relocation program will be conducted during the nesting period 1 March through 30
November. In addition, an escarpment and compaction monitoring program will be conducted
after beach placement to determine if tilling is necessary. This project was fully coordinated
under the Endangered Species Act; therefore, this project is in full compliance with the Act.

3. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act of 1958, as amended. The project has been
coordinated with the USFWS during the public notice period. The USFWS did not respond
during the public notice period so therefore, it is assumed they had no comments. Therefore,
the project is in compliance with the Act.

4. National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (PL 89-665). An archival and
literature review (including review of the current National Register of Historic Places listing
and Master Site File records), a remote sensing survey and diver evaluations have been
completed to determine if significant cultural resources are located within the area of impact
for the proposed project. No significant cultural resources were located, therefore, it is not
likely that significant cultural resources will be affected by advanced maintenance of the
existing Federal channel. Review of both the remote sensing survey report and the diver
evaluations of potentially significant targets have been coordinated with the Florida State
Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). Therefore, the project is in compliance with this Act
and with the Archeological and Historic Preservation Act, as amended (PL 93-291).

5. Clean Water Act of 1972, as amended.

5.1.  Section 401. (Water Quality)
5.2. Testing.

Comp-1



6. Clean Air Act of 1972, as amended. No air quality permits will be requ1red for this
project. Therefore, this Act would not be applicable.

7. Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended. The project has been evaluated in
accordance with Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act. It has been determined
that the project would have no unacceptable impacts and would be consistent with the Florida
Coastal Management Plan (Appendix V). In accordance with the 1979 Memorandum of
Understanding and the 1983 Addendum to the Memorandum concerning acquisition of water
quality certifications and other State of Florida authorizations, the preliminary Environmental
Assessment and Section 404(b)(1) Evaluation have been submitted to the State in lieu of a
summary of environmental impacts to show consistency with the Florida Coastal Zone
Management Plan. Final state concurrence is issued concurrently with the issuance of the

Water Quality Certification.

8. Farmland Protection Pohcy Act of 1981. No prime or unique farmland will be impacted
by implementation of this project. This act is not applicable.

9. Wild and Scenic River Act of 1968, as amended. No designated Wild and Scenic rivef
reaches will be affected by project related activities. This act is not applicable.

10. Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as amended. Incorporation of the safe guards
used to protect manatees during dredging and disposal operations will be implemented during
construction, therefore, this project is in compliance with the Act.

11. Estuary Protection Act of 1968. No designated estuary will be affected by project
activities. This act is not applicable.

12. Federal Water Project Recreation Act, as amended. There is no recreational
development proposed for maintenance dredging or disposal. Therefore, this Act does not

apply.

13. Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, (PL 94-580; 7 U.S.C. 100, et seq.
This law has been determined not to apply, as there are no items regulated under this act
being disposed of or affected by this project.

14, Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976, (PL 94-469; U.S.C. 2601, et seq. This law has
been determined not to apply, as there are no items regulated under this act being disposed of
or affected by this project.

15. E.O. 11990, Protection of Wetlands. No wetlands will be affected by project activities.
This project is in compliance with the goals of this Executive Order.

Comp-2



16. E.O. 11988, Floodplain Management. No activities associated with this project will
take place within a floodplain; therefore this project is in compliance with the goals of this

Executive Order. '

17. E.O. 12898, Environmental Justice. This project has been evaluated in accordance with
the subject E.O. The project would not result in adverse human health or environmental
effects. There would be no impacts on subsistence consumption of fish or wildlife from this
project. Therefore, the work would comply with this E.O.

18. Essential Fish Habitat, Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. The affects of the maintenance dredging of an existing federal navigation project have
been identified in the Environmental Assessment. This project is exempt from EFH
coordination since the public notice was issued prior to the Act.

Comp-3



APPENDIX IV

INLET MANAGEMENT PLAN, NATURAL RESOURCES,
SECTION III
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EII.

NATURAL RESOURCES
A. General

New Pass; which connects Sarasota Bay to the Gulf of Mexico, is located along the 35-
mile gulf shoreline of Sarasota County. The pass is bordered on the north by Longboat
Key and on the south by Lido Key (Figure 24). Longboat Key is approximately 10 miles
long and varies in width from about 300 feet to approximately 1 mile. Lido Key is
approximately 2.5 miles long and varies in width from about 300 feet to about 2,000
feet. Natural ground elevations on both barrier islands are generally under 10 feet.

Both the marine and estuarine environments surrounding New Pass have been directly
influenced by the pass. The presence of New Pass allows for the mixing of oceanic and
estuarine waters. Currents, water circulation, salinity and temperature regimes within
the pass and the surrounding inland waters are predominantly controlled by the tides
which occur at the pass and surrounding nearshore area. In addition, the pass also
provides access for a variety of estuarine-marine species. It is clear that the methods
used to maintain the pass in the future will affect the surrounding environment.

The natural resources surrounding New Pass are comprised of three major resource
classifications. They include the beach and dune system, and upland areas; the estuarine
wetlands; and the nearshore Gulf of Mexico. The following description is based on
available references and aerial photographs, supplemented by limited field investigations.
The biotic communities surrounding New Pass are illustrated in Figure 31.

B. Beach and Dune System and Upland

Varying amounts of beach and dune habitat currently exist along the coastal barrier
islands that border New Pass. The adjacent upland areas are generally flat, ranging from
sea level at the pass, to about 10 feet in elevation to the east.

The portion of Longboat Key located within the study area consists primarily of
privately-owned uplands which have been or are presently being developed (Figure 24).
Most of the development along the southern portion of Longboat Key consists of hotels
and condominiums. Varying amounts of dune vegetation are present between the
shoreline and buildings or seawalls (Photograph No. 5). A list of dune vegetation
commonly observed along the southern portion of Longboat Key is provided in Table 16.

Most of the uplands on Lido Key have also been developed. Recreational usage of the
Gulf beach is intense. Upland development on the island consists of hotels, motels and
apartment complexes, as well as other establishments devoted to the accommodation and
entertainment of visitors to the resort island. Both public and private properties exist
along the Gulf shoreline of Lido Key. Upland development and management of the Lido
Key shoreline has resulted in four distinct coastal segments which share similar upland
and nearshore characteristics. These coastal segments are described below.

81
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