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PUBLIC MEETING
LAKE WORTH INLET FEASIBILITY STUDY

Wednesday, January 9, 2008
Port of Palm Beach
One East 11th Street, Suite 400
Riviera Beach, Florida 33404
3:00 - 5:31 p.m.
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3
PROCEEDINGS

RICHARD McMILLEN: | want to welcome
everybody to the first public meeting of the
Lake Worth Inlet Feasibility Study. Thisis
one of our first meetingsin a series of
meetings. And let me dispel some of the fears
that some of you may have right now.

Y ou will not be seeing any construction
going on or expansion of the Port or channel
widening or dredging in the Port facility for
at least four to five years. Youwon't seeit
tomorrow, you won't see it next year.

Thisisthefirst public meeting related
to the Port -- not Port facility, but the
channel widening of the federal navigation
channel, okay?

The reason for our study is because we

have some navigational safety issues

surrounding our federal channel out there. The
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21 vessels are getting longer, they're getting
22 wider. Currently we're having a problem
23 getting those vesselsin and out of thisinlet
24 right now, particularly the oil vessels, the

25 fuel vessels for the power plant. We have some

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Setti ngs/k3cdstjv/My%20...achCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (6 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:45 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file:///CJ/Documents¥20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/IMy%20...achCo/L akeWorthl nlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (7 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:45 AM]

4
other cargo that's running into problems.

Our navigation channel is posing some
restrictions. It's authorized for 33 feet.
It's currently shoaled up to 29 feet. Harbor
pilots are restricting the channel to 29 feet
and less. And we've continued to experience
these types of problemsfor the last several
years, and that's what we're down here for as
part of the federal study. Anditisafederal
study, folks.

The Port Director, Lori Baer, has brought
this concern to our table. We have known about
it for awhile and we've finally been able to
get Congress to give us some money and
authority to move forward with this study. And
that's where we're at right now, starting off
with the first public meeting here, okay?

As | mentioned, the reason for looking at
thisisto address a navigational safety issue

getting vesselsin and out of the existing
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21 projects, okay? In the process of doing so,

22 we'll be looking at deepening, we'll be looking
23 at widening and realigning some of the channel
24 to make it easier and safer for most vessels to

25 get in and out.
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5
The reason for the public meeting isthis

Is part of what we call our NEPA scoping
process. NEPA process. NEPA stands for
National Environmental PoliciesAct. Itisan
act passed by Congress that requires usto go
through an exhaustive environmental
Investigation on any of our federal projectsto
ensure -- to minimize impact to environments.
Okay?

The purpose of the meeting isto solicit
your comments. 1'd like to say the good, the
bad, the ugly, the indifferent, the for, the
against, and we'd like all that, but to be more
specific as to what your concerns are as we go
through this process, okay?

As | mentioned, | once again strongly
emphasize that thisis afederal process. This
isn't a Port process, thisisn't a Palm Beach
County process, thisisthe federal process

and, as| mentioned, it's very lengthy, trying
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21 and full of tribulations as we get to our

22 ultimate goal; and that is, addressing those
23 navigational issues.

24 Aswe get ready to move forward here,

25 before we move forward 1'd like to state that
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6
as part of the federal process, as part of

these federal projects we have non-federal
sponsors. The federal government doesn't pony
up one hundred percent of the bucks for these
federal projects. We have to have sponsors
that initiated or wanted or expressed a need

for afederal project. And our sponsor inthis
caseisLori Bager, the Executive Port Director
for the Port of Palm Beach.

And Lori, if you have any comments, now is
your time.

MS. BAER: Good afternoon. Welcome to the
Port. It'saprivilege for meto be able to
welcome you here. And we're pleased that this
federal study is now underway.

Y ou know, the safe navigation into the
Port is critically important. It'sahuge
responsibility and we're sincerely interested
in this study and hearing your input today and

throughout the process.
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21 The Port of Palm Beach, as you all know,
22 Is a huge economic engine. Many livesand
23 livelihoods depend on it. Many of our tenants

24 are here today, and you'll hear from them as

25 well. Again, we are pleased that this federal
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7
study is now underway, and | thank you all for

coming today to be a part of it.

L et me introduce our Port Commissioner,
George Mastics, who is here and known to many
of you. And | also thank Steve Martino, who is
here from Senator Martinez's office. And thank
you for being here and thanks to the senator
for all hishelp aswell.

Again, welcome to the Port. We look

forward to your input.

MR. McMILLEN: Thank you, Lori.

L et me take a moment and introduce the
Corps project delivery team as well as members
of the Port's project delivery team, aswe are
working cooperatively together to reach some
solution to address navigational needs out
there.

The lady dressed in purple up here, not
the lady in red, isour chief of our planning

division currently; and that's Marie Burns.
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21 To her right is our navigational technical

22 lead, he's our senior tech, he's been with the

23 Corpsaslong as| have, if not longer, I'm

24 sure; and that's Dick Powell, upon whom we rely

25 upon heavily for all of our navigational
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experience.

The person to hisright is a gentleman by
the name of Don Dies. He'swith the Port's
project delivery team. He will be one of the
environmental |eads investigating environmental
resources within the area and within those
designs that we came up with.

We also have in the back at the table back
here a lady by the name of Samantha Brucker.
She's my study manager for this project.

We have -- down here in the front row we
have Amy Kimball Murley, with the Four Gates
Company. Sheisworking as a consultant for
the Port.

Also working as a consultant for the Port
isNancy Case O'Bourke. And | promised | was
going to get her company's name right; and that
is Dalton, Almsted and Fugel bee (phonetic} .

All right. | got it right. Okay.

And back therein the back, I'll just
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21 bring her to attention, from our South Atlantic
22 division office in Atlantais Angie Primo.

23 She's down here to partake in this public

24 meeting as well.

25 Have | forgotten anybody?
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9
Oh, right there in the front and center,

one of the more critical people, also our
environmental lead from the Corps, he will be
instrumental working with Don Dies with the
Port environmental lead, and that's Ken Dugger.
He will be giving a presentation later along
with Don Dies.
Okay. Reviewing the agenda, what we're

going to talk about today -- break thisinto

two phases. Thefirst isto provide you with
some information, information on the federal
study process, as | have reiterated several
times already. We're going to brief you on
what the NEPA processis, the National
Environmental Policy Act process, asthat's a
process we have to go through to develop the
federal project. We're going to talk about
those study areas of improvement that you saw
in your letters or that graphic that showed

some of the areas that we're looking at.
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21 | want you to understand, folks, that

22 we're taking a very broad brush stroke as

23 trying to address what these navigational

24 safety issues are out there. We do not know as

25 yet what it iswe're going to be doing. But

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/My%2...chCo/L akeWorthlnlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (18 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:45 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file://ICJ/Documents%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/IMy%02...chCo/LakeWorthl nlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (19 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:45 AM]

10
the last thing we want to do, sinceit's

nothing short of amiracle to go through this
federal process, we want to make sure we cover
all the bases up front and then start whittling
it down to something that's workable. So
that's the reason you see the broad brush
stroke; al of those alternatives listed on
that graphic that you saw.

| will betalking to those alternatives
after Ken Dugger does his NEPA process
presentation. Then we'll have a presentation
from Don Dies on the ecological scoping, some
of the resources in those particular areas that
we are concerned about, and what he has found
to date.

And then what we'll doisI'll close out
the first part of our meeting and take a break
and we'll set up for Q and A, comments and
answers, and we'll do the best we can to answer

your guestions.
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21 Remember, thisis not a debate. We're

22 here to get your comments back. If we do not
23 have an answer to your question, it's not

24 because we can't give it to you, it's because

25 we don't have the information yet. Thisisa
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11
four to five-year process, remember, and this

Isthe first meeting of a series of meetings to
be held on this. I'm trying to solicit your
comments so we can begin addressing your
concerns as we go through the evaluation of the
aternatives and coming to a solution here.

All right. After having said all that,
let me tell you about the federal study
process, which is nothing short of amiracle
that we ever get through it. Those of uswho
have been in the federal government can attest
to that. Even those consultants who work for
us can attest to that as well.

The federal process starts with somebody,
some entity, some taxing district saying we
want afederal project. We have aneed. We
have an issue down here. That entity -- in
this case it's the Port -- goes to the
congressman and says we need some help. The

congressman turns around and passes a
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21 resolution. Truly, it takes an act of Congress
22 for usto do anything. Congress authorizes us
23 to begin a study.

24 Authorization is one thing. We need money

25 to go with it. And that's where the
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12
appropriations comein, al right?

Appropriations is the money.

We received funds in 2005 to begin arecon
study. We took a broad brush stroke of the
inlet of the federal navigation project out
there and we found that yes, there are some
serious concerns that we had to look at. A
recon study was approved by our higher
authority in 2005. We ran into funding issues

in 2006. Therefore, we did not start the
feasibility study in'06, we didn't start itin
'07. Actudly, let merephraseit. We started
it in July of '07 iswhen we kicked off the
feasibility study. And thanksto the Port,
they advanced their funds.

The feasibility study's costs are
fifty/fifty and we're looking at about a
$2 million type study here. So the Port has
ponied up roughly three, four hundred thousand

dollarsfor usto initiate and get moving
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21 forward. We're waiting for the federal dollars
22 to come down in this next appropriations bill
23 Iswhere we stand right now.

24 Now, what happens during the feasibility

25 process, feasibility process we begin taking
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data, collecting data, environmental data. We

go out to take sand samples, core borings, all
that physical datawe need in order to begin
the engineering.

We're going to be looking at the sand out
there, we're going to be trying to identify
where the top of the rock is out there, we're
going to be looking at, as Don Dieswill say in
his presentation -- | don't want to steal his

thunder -- we'll be looking at a number of
environmental resource studies to be conducted.
Welll be looking along the shoreline across the
coastal processes to try to address the
shoaling issues within the channel, so we have
to take surveys of the beaches as well asthe
channdl itself, looking at historical
information.

We're going to be pulling all of this
together, trying to identify what information

we have, what do we need now. And that's what
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21 we're going to be doing over the first part of
22 thisyear; isbasically collecting alot of

23 data because we can't do any engineering
24 without the data.

25 One of the other things we're going to be
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14
doing is running harbor simulation. Ship

simulation. Pardon me. Harbor simulation as
well, which is running the benefits, finding

out what benefits are to degpening, widening to
Improve navigation.

We're going to be running ship -- taking
various sized shipsin and out of that Port in
amodeling type effort to find out where the
currents are, the physical forces on those

ships out there currently. What happensif we
do thisto the inlets, navigation channel, what
kind of impacts do these improvements have on
that ship? So we're going to be designing it
properly. We're going to be running those type
of modeling efforts throughout the course of
the next two years.

As we go through the engineering, the
aternatives that you have seen in that little
piece of paper that came out in the scoping

meeting that you saw -- and we'll talk to those
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21 here in a minute -- we're going to be looking

22 at every one of those alternatives, not only

23 from an economics perspective and environmental
24 perspective but the engineering perspective and

25 also from afunding perspective, okay?
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15
Asto when we go through our feasibility

process, the federal government, the federal
process, we have to look at national economic
development benefits. What's the best --
what's the most bang for the buck? That's the
federal government process. What can we get
the most bang for the buck? We're going to be
looking at all those alternatives individually,
combining afew to find out what is going to
work the best and get the most bang for the
buck as we go through that process.

Now, as we go through that feasibility
process there's going to be public meetings
along the way, okay? Aswe go through that,
we'll probably have the meetings down here or
at some venue. And we're going to be doing the
same thing as what we're doing today. We're
going to be asking for your concerns, posting
information out on awebsite for you to go ook

at and comment on, and we'll talk to those type
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21 ideas here in a moment.

22 Aswe get through the feasibility process,
23 at the end of that feasibility we have a

24 document that's been approved, it's been

25 coordinated, most everybody has approved it and
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16
likesit, likes the design.

What happens then isit goes up through
our review chain up to headquarters for
approval and it goes through several
Independent technical type reviews both inside
the Corps as well as outside the Corps.

Once it passes those internal reviews, it
goes up to the Assistant Secretary of the
Army's office for approval and then basically

over to Congress for them to authorize.
Remember, | mentioned authority.

Congress -- we do not act on awhim. Congress

has to direct usto. Right now all they have

done, al the authority they have given usis

just the authority to conduct a study. They

have not given us approval to construct

anything. That approval comes after we have

prepared a document, made a recommendation,

it's gone through the entire review and

approval process and the NEPA process, which
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21 Ken Dugger will explain here in amoment, goes
22 to Congress, then Congress authorizesiit.

23 Congress authorizes federal projects every

24 two years generally speaking, okay? The last

25 authorization Congress made was year 2000,
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except for recently. They made an

authorization, they passed an authorization
bill here a couple months ago, 2007. Soit's
been seven years since Congress passed an
authorization bill authorizing a project,
authorizing either a study or authorizing to go
to construction. The next window of
opportunity for usto get this project or these
improvements authorized is 2010. That'sthe
date that we're looking for to complete the
study, get it reviewed and approved and get
Congress to authorize it.

Once Congress authorizesit, they still
have to give us the money to go build it. It
comesin the form of an appropriations bill, as
| mentioned before. The earliest we're going
to probably get appropriation funds and move
forward with construction, earliest -- like |
said, it will beamiracle if we get there --

but we're shooting at atarget on the wall
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21 that's 2012, okay? So that's the federal

22 process as we go through that on just this
23 study. | can get into the whole intricacies of
24 it, but I'm sure that will invite all kinds of

25 guestions and confuse you to no end.
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1 Let me back up amoment and clear up a

2 couple things. The study information -- aswe
3 go through the study process we're going to be
4 setting up a website with the study information
5 out there on the web for the people that go

6 look at, for the public to go view and take a

7 look at, okay? On the back here you'll see

8 some web sites for you to look at.

9 Now, we, the Corps, have not officially

10 got our website for this particular project up
11 and established yet. The Port does have a

12 website that we're putting stuff on currently
13 for people to go view, and | believe your

14 website -- yes, it is Port of Palm Beach. So
15 you can go take alook at that.

16 Also as we go through this public meeting
17 process, we have a court reporter down here
18 that's taking everybody word-for-word. You're
19 on record. Legal and the whole bit.

20 At the same time as when we get to the Q
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21 and A we're going to be writing your comments
22 on aflip chart and posting them on the wall

23 over there. So before you go, you leave today,
24 make sure you check the flip chart out to see

25 If we captured your concerns correctly because
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as we go through this process we want to make

sure that we've addressed those concerns. In
order to address those concerns we want to make
sure we've captured those concerns accurately,
okay?
Let's see. Basisfor the decision for
federal project. What makes a project, what
approves a project, how is afederal project
justified? Comes down to simple benefit versus
cost. The benefits are going to be the cargo
that runsin and out of the Port. Also the
safety issues; the benefits of a cargo coming
in and out safely versusthe cost. Those
aternatives that you saw, those areas we're
concerned about and wanting to look into,
what's the cost of expanding into those areas
singly or in multiple options there to
consider. We start comparing those costs
versus the benefits we have, and that's where

we get to the most bang for the buck; whichis
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21 going to give us the best benefits to cost

22 ratio?

23 | think | have covered pretty much the

24 federal process. I'm sure | have confused most

25 of you. It confuses me, and | have been at
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thisfor 18 years, and they continue to change

the rules on me from time to time. But without
further ado on that part, let me have somebody
come up here who's going to confuse you even
further with our NEPA process, okay?

Ken, do you want to come up and lead us

through the NEPA process?

MR. DUGGER: Yes. | angoingtotak a
little bit about the scoping process and what
Is the purpose of the scoping meeting and where
it isin the sequence of events.

The purpose of the scoping isto determine
the scope of the Environmental |mpact
Statement. That is, the issues that are to be
evaluated in detail or not to be evaluated in
detail, alternatives to be evaluated, any
studies needed, the various procedures to
accomplish the Environmental Impact Statement
and other matters relating to the scoping

process | won't get into. They're technical
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21 matters.

22 The Environmental | mpact Statement process
23 can be divided into basically six phases. The

24 process formally kicks off with a Notice of

25 Intent that's published in the Federal Register
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and also amailing. This particular Notice of

Intent to prepare this draft Environmental

Impact Statement was published in the Federal
Register on 13 December and was mailed out on 6
December. And in the next step, which iswhere
we are today, is the scoping process, and we're
holding a public scoping meeting.

To follow this meeting we would begin

preparing a draft Environmental Impact
Statement that will accompany the feasibility
study, and when it isready for public release

it will be announced in the Federal Register

and by mailing and there will be a public
meeting on that draft Environmental Impact
Statement and feasibility study.

Following that would be the final
Environmental Impact Statement and feasibility
study. And arecord of decision would haveto
be made by a higher authority before any action

Is taken on the selected plan, whatever that
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21 happens to be.

22 The purpose of the study and the thing
23 that's being evaluated in the Environmental
24 Impact Statement will be the needs and

25 opportunities associated with Port improvements
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22
1 to accommodate first, future commercial fleet,

2 to more effectively transition the existing

3 fleet, and we will be looking at various

4 aternatives. Widening and deepening, various
5 disposal options, and other alternatives that

6 may become apparent through the process.

7 We will analyze these alternatives from an
8 engineering perspective. For example, coastal
9 processes, constructability and other issues,
10 economics. That is, what are the economic
11 benefits and what are the economic costs of
12 these proposed alternatives and the

13 environmental impacts of the various

14 aternatives that are being evaluated?

15 Y ou probably can't see this very well.

16 There'salot of detail init. What this shows
17 IS the existing channel, and these are some of
18 the limits of the study area. Now, of course,
19 these [imits do not mean that's the limits of

20 dredging. That'sjust the limits of areas that
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21 will be studied and considered.

22 Some of the issues that will undoubtedly
23 be evaluated in detail will deal with protected
24 species, such as manatees and Johnson's sea

25 grass, any wetlands or other water resources,
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23
such as other types of sea grasses, hard

ground, including perhaps coral species, any
mangrove or marsh that might be impacted, water
quality impacts, turbidity and nutrients,

esthetics, recreation, cultural and historic
resources and impacts to those, socioeconomic
impacts. And we will also look at waysto
mitigate those unavoidable impacts and any

other issues that we may identify through the
scoping and Environmental Impact Statement
process.

Alternatives under the National
Environmental Policy Act, we have to consider
the no action alternative. We will also look
at deepening various depths and widening at
various locations, and to various extents
disposal options of the dredged material. For
example, Peanut |sland might be a temporary
facility for handling dredge material. Might

|later be off-loaded to somewhere else; ocean
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21 disposal site. Thereisadesignated ocean

22 disposal site for PaAlm Beach harbor that will

23 probably have to be expanded to accommodate the
24 guantity of material that might come out of the

25 suggested project.
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Beach placement. If we have good sand

material suitable for beach placement, then we
would look at beach placement options and for
artificial reef. If we have suitable rock,
suitable size and composition, it might be
placed on an existing artificial reef or create
anew artificial reef.

Other alternatives and measures that might
be identified through the scoping process or
through the environmental impact process could
also come into play.

Studies. There are existing studies. Sea
grass survey, natural resources survey and
others referenced in the report and in the
website, which was referred to earlier. And
also we're looking at needed studies. That's
also one of the purposes of scoping. Do we
need to conduct additional studies?

Mr. Don Dies will speak in more detail

about existing and ongoing and proposed
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21 studies.

22 Thiswebsite is on the back of your

23 agenda. You don't have to write it down right
24 now. We're posting information as it becomes

25 available on this website, and there are other
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web sites on the back of your agenda.

Procedures. I'll reiterate this real
quick. Thesix steps, Notice of Intent,
prepare the Environmental Impact Statement, the
scoping meeting, which iswhere we are here
today, the draft Environmental Impact Statement
IS prepared, then we publish a Notice of
Availability and hold a public meeting on the
draft Environmental Impact Statement, prepare
the final Environmental |mpact Statement, do a
Notice of Availability of the final
Environmental Impact Statement, and prepare a
record of decision.

Various agencies will be involved in this
process, the Corps of Engineers being the lead
federal agency for the Environmental Impact
Statement. Other federal agencies would be the
Environmental Protection Agency, Fish and
Wildlife Service, National Marine Fishery

Service.
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21 The Port of Palm Beach is the non-federal

22 cost sharing sponsor. Palm Beach County would
23 be involved, the Florida Department of

24 Environmental Protection and other state

25 agencies and any other roles or agencies that
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1 we identify in the scoping process.

2 As| mentioned earlier, the U.S. Fish and

3  Wildlife Service, aFish and Wildlife

4 Coordination Act report would have to be

5 prepared by or for the Fish and Wildlife

6 Service concerning this project and any

7 recommended plans.

8 The Endangered Species Act would involve
9 the Fish and Wildlife Serviceaswell. The

10 National Marine Fisheries Service would also
11 have some Endangered Species Act listed species
12 involved, and they would be involved with the
13 coordination aswell. Also the National Marine
14 Fisheries Service, we will provide to them an
15 Essential Fish Habitat Assessment for their

16 review and comments.

17 The Environmental Protection Agency is

18 responsible for publishing the notice in the

19 Federal Register of the Environmental Impact

20 Statement, and they also have aresponsibility
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21 to review the adequacy of the Environmental

22 Impact Statement. And there may be other roles
23 or agencies identified.

24 As | mentioned earlier, the Department of

25 Environmental Protection would issue the water
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quality certification. They would also be

involved in the coastal zone consistency
concurrence. The state clearinghouse, which is
the clearinghouse for state and regional
agencies, would be involved in the coastal zone
consistency concurrence as well, and there
could be state-owned lands involved. The state
historic preservation officer would be involved
with respect to any impactsto cultural
resources, historic resources.

The Fish and Wildlife Conservation

Commission would comment on impacts to fish and

wildlife resources. And there could be other
state agenciesinvolved as well.

We aso involve elected officials, such as
the representatives in Congress, the

representatives in the Florida legislature, the

Town of PaAm Beach, Riviera Beach, Palm Beach

County, West Palm Beach, Palm Beach Shores and

also adjacent property owners, Florida
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21 Power & Light, condo homeowners and various
22 groups, environmental industry or development
23 groups and any other interested or affected

24 parties.

25 We are developing amailing list for this
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action. If you want to be included in the

mailing list, you can submit your name and
address. In fact, on your registration card
you were given that opportunity. Or you could
submit the name of some other interested party
or stakeholder to be included on the mailing
list.
Oral comments. As Rick mentioned earlier,
we will be taking oral comments here and they
will be transcribed or you may submit your
comments in writing and they will become part
of therecord. There was acomment sheet
provided at the registration table if you would
like to use that or any other form that you
feel appropriate. And also the mailing address
was on one of the sheets that you received when
you came through the door. The comment -- and
the comments card. The comments sheet.
MR. McMILLEN: Thanks, Ken.

Okay. | might add to what Ken had to say
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21 with regards to the draft EIS or the final EIS.
22 In the past when we prepared these federal
23 feasibility studies there were two separate
24 segregated type documents. We have the

25 feasibility study and then we have the EIS
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running separately, and then they'd come

together as one document. Now our policy and
procedures are to integrate them so it's only

one document. So when you grab the document to
read, you will see everything comes together as
one. You're not having to jump to

Environmental | mpact Statement to look at

things.

What | mean by that is the feasibility
studies, they are at |least two to three inches
thick and there's ways ayellow or agreen
document in there that was an EIS, and the
white part or the feasibility study would refer
to the yellow part. Now it'sall one document
So you can read it as you go along. It should
be easier to understand, easier to comprehend.

Another part of the agenda today isfor me
to describe to you the areas that we're looking
to evaluate for consideration and address

navigational safety issues, the channel
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21 widening and the deepening areas. Let's start
22 on the outside and work our way in.

23 We come up with these alternatives from
24 the Port, from our own engineers, from the

25 harbor pilots. We relied heavily on the pilots
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1 since they're the ones that have to navigate

2 the shipsin and out. What we found out from
3 the harbor pilotsisthat area A1, where the

4 ships approach the inlet, they come in from the
5 south because the Gulfstream currents, they use
6 the Gulfstream currents to push them into

7 alignment with the channel. They kind of glide
8 In. Then as soon as they hit the channel, the

9 throat of the channel, they have to goose it

10 and race into, through the throat to the

11 channel. So we're looking at doing this taper
12 on the outside. That's generally deep water.

13 What we see there isjust arealignment on

14 paper of what the federal channel is. We'll be
15 Investigating those areas. We don't anticipate
16 any serious construction needs, if any at all,

17 In those particular areas.

18 Aswe get inside the throat there, we're

19 looking at widening. The ships that are coming

20 in for future vessels are going to be wider.

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/My%2...chCo/L akeWorthlnlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (59 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:45 AM]



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 Also, if we can widen those areas, it provides
22 us a better safety issue for the pilotsto

23 navigate those shipsin there.

24 Aswe get into the area around C, you can

25 see in the pink where the existing federal
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navigation channel takes adogleg. It not only

takes adogleg, it gets shallower in that area
and narrower. It makesit difficult for the
pilots coming in. So we're looking at
evaluating area C to give those ships an easier
approach into the turning basin as it comes
through the inlet.
AreaD right there, we're looking at area
D because the pilots and some of the traffic
coming in there, it gives them a better
alignment into those berths directly behind
Peanut Island in there and it gives them a
safer opportunity to approach those berths.

In area E, it's been brought to our
attention that we're looking at possibly
expanding the turning basin; basically, doing a
little widening of the turning basin in there
to give the ships an opportunity to turn better
and approach the berths as well.

Area G isthe same reason. Asthe ships
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21 get longer, they get bigger. Right now we're
22 currently having some problemsin our turning
23 basin as the ships get longer and bigger and
24 turning around. So you see, we're looking at

25 those areas from purely a navigational and
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safety issue because it only takes one incident

of a ship running aground in this area -- you
can only envision what atanker bringing crude
oil or fuel ail for the power plant would do,
and it creates -- we've got a big mess.
Those are our concerns that we're
trying -- one of our mgjor concerns. We have
to improve the navigational safety of those
ships coming in and out of thisinlet.
So with that -- that's avery short
synopsis of those areas and why we're looking
into those areas. With that, I'm going to turn
it over to Don Dies, who's going to explain to
you some of the resource issues we're looking
at in those areas and what we have to address.
Thanks.
MR. DIES. This effort represents the
first stages of understanding the resources
from available information and beginning to

plan the future field efforts that need to be
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21 done. The purpose of our study isto -- within
22 the potential project expansion area -- isto

23 collect the existing community information and
24 create a GI S database and also a literature

25 database and then to plan and conduct resource
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surveys to assist in compliance and

environmental laws and regulations. We're just
now beginning to plan those field surveys.

The location of the project areais within
Palm Beach County and North Lake Worth Lagoon,
Port of Palm Beach, Lake Worth Inlet and the
surrounding communities.

Thisisthe existing federal harbor
project. You have already seen that. And the
potential expansion zones. Our study will
actually go beyond that. 150-foot buffer area
around each of the zones also. We will be
looking at in-water resources, not going on
land, so they'll truncate in the water.

We have already approached federal
agencies, Corps of Engineers, National Fishery
Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, state
agencies, FDEP, South Florida Water Management
District, local agencies. Pam Beach County

DERM has been very helpful. And private
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21 companies, such as FP& L and NGOs and
22 not-for-profits. Wildlife Trust has given us
23 data also.

24 First starting within the wideners area,

25 A1l and A2 in the offshore environment, I'm
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34
going to go through some of the information we

have collected in our GIS database.

Thisis 2003 Laser Airborne Department
sounding data. What this does, thisis
provided by FDEP. It provides depth and the
ability to ssimulate contours and relief in the
offshore environment. And this combined with,
just off the press, it is the reef mapping done
by Nova Southeastern for the Southeastern

Florida Coral Reef Initiative. Thisis reef
mapping, and these different features, thisis
all sand here, thisisthe offsnhore reef, the
natural offshore reef, thisisan artificial

reef signature right here, these are the rock
piles. Thisisformer material that was taken
out of the channel during the original dredging
of the channel, deposited here, bouldersin
thisarea, and it is an artificial reef type of
environment. There's alittle signature up

here. | think it'sjust an artifact. This
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21 data was field verified to some extent, but not
22 too well inthisarea, so | think that's just

23 an artifact.

24 If we combine these two layers together

25 into depth contours and also the self-created
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data, you can see most of the depthsin the

reef environment are deeper. They'rein the
order of 50 feet or greater, 55 feet or
greater. And therock pileisaso deeper. In
the area of 55 feet. Some of the sand areas
are shallow. Thirty-five feet in the southern
widener.
Now, moving into the inlet throat proper,
these are our survey areas and potential
expansion. They're mainly shelf areas, and
also theinlet walls themselves. There haven't
been any real studiesdoneinthisarea. Wedo
have the 2003 Laser Airborne Department
sounding data that does penetrate. It was
intended to be an offshore study, but it did
penetrate into the inlet, and it providesus a
depth contouring where you can see the inlet
walls themselvesin the shelf area behind it
and theriprap of theinlet. Same on the south

side.
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21 Just initial surveys have shown thisisa
22 definite rock area here that was cut. These
23 are cut through rock area aso, north and
24 south.

25 Into Area C, this areais mostly a hard
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bottom area between the marker 8 and the range

finder here.
We do have several survey studies that

have been donein the past. Thisisa 2001 sea

grass mapping done by Palm Beach County DERM.

It does have field verification associated with
it. And you can see some sea grass areas
coming into this southern area around Peanut
Island.

We also have a 1992 statewide sea grass
survey done by Florida Marine Research
Institute. Thiswas less field verification,
mostly done by aerial imagery interpretation.

Y Ou can see a continuous sea grass area coming
into the soft bottom area behind the range
finder.

We also have a 1990 Palm Beach County
Submerged Natural Resource study. Thiswasn't
done by NGIS, and so what we've had to do here

Is kind of stretch the information to fit the
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21 GRRIS format. But you can still see features
22 on here. Y ou can see the hard bottom area over
23 here, and you can see this shows up asahard
24 bottom feature here, and that same sea grass

25 areajust continues a sea grass areacoming in
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1 right there.

2 Area D behind marker 12 here, south of

3 Peanut Island, again our survey areawill be

4 truncated at land's edge and be concerned with
5  water resources.

6 We do have the 2001 sea grass data from

7 Palm Beach County DERM, and it shows a

8 continuous sea grass bed in that area and some
9 discontinuous seagrass. That will be mainly
10 be the hal ophilous species.

11 1992 shows discontinuous sea grass area
12 bedsin that area, and the sameis true of the
13 1990 submerged bottom studies.

14 In this areais Johnson's's sea grass and

15 Halodule shoal grass.

16 Area E is actually the northern extension
17 of the Intracoastal waterway, and thisisthe
18 2001 sea grass data and also the 1992 combined
19 because there wasn't really anything that

20 really entered the study area at all with
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21 those. And then the sameistruereally with
22 the 1990 submerged aquatic resource data.
23 AreaF is south of the Port channel and
24 south of the basin area. The 2001 data, 1'd

25 like to point out here, thisis actualy the
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FP& L heated water discharge point right here.

They moved it out into Lake Worth Lagoon
several years ago and you can see copious and
discontinuous sea grass beds in this area.

Thisisthe 1992 Florida Marine Resources
Institute data. Discontinuous sea grass beds
throughout this area.

And the 1990 data. This pretty much
indicates to me a cover of -- summertime cover
of halophila decipiens, paddle grass.

Thisis Area G along with its buffer area.
You'll see asignature right here of an algal
mat. Thisis 2007 aeria imagery, by the way,
from wintertime 2007. Y ou can see 2001 sea
grass imagery sort of follows that.

Thisissand down inthisarea. Follows
that pattern with continuous and discontinuous
sea grass beds.

The 1992 statewide FMRI datais pretty

much discontinuous sea grass beds throughout
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21 that area, and the same is true of the 1990
22 submerged aquatic resources.

23 More detailed information about sea
24 grasses just from the literature itself, Lake

25 Worth Lagoon sea grass species dominant are
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shoal grass, halophliawrightii, paddle grass,

hal ophlia decipiens and Johnson's sea grass,
which isalisted threatened species.

Infrequent species are turtle grass, manatee
grass and star grass, another halophlia

species. These are found mainly in the
northern part of the lagoon north of Blue Heron
Boulevard.

L ake Worth Lagoon sea grass coverage,
these are the 1941 interpretation of aerial
Imagery available at that time. You can seea
very low point in the lagoon sea grassesin
1975 because of poor management of the lagoon
waters, alowing surface water runoff and
sewage treatment plant outfalls into the lagoon
area.

A clean-up of that and a resurgence of sea
grasses in the 1990s back up to about
50 percent of the level. The difference

between the 2001 and 1990 is not really



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 significant, the differences between there.

22 This could be mapping error. So about two
23 thousand acres, about 50 percent of what was
24 estimated to be in the 1940s.

25 Most of your sea grasses -- this indicates
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most of your sea grasses are in the northern

part of the lagoon, and most of your sea
grasses are found in six feet of water or less.
Thisisthe 2001 Palm Beach County sea
grass mapping effort within the lagoon area,
just to give you an overview of that.
Sea grass surveys were conducted in 1975,
1990 and 2001. Since 2000 Palm Beach County
has been conducting annual monitoring of nine
transects located throughout the lagoon.
There's been little change in those surveys
except after 2005, and that was really due to
the strong 2004/2005 hurricane season with two
significant hurricanes in 2004, Jean and
Francis, and then also Katrina and Wilma adding
alot of water to the areain 2005.
Moving now to manatee aeria data, thisis
2007 surveys done in February; two different
datesin February. You can see here between

150 and 300 manatee, and mostly in the area of
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21 the FP& L discharge along the shoreline, and
22 then manatees also in that area around that
23 areain the sea grass beds, resting and

24 feeding. And thisreally usesthat 2007 aerial

25 which was done in February of 2007 to show you
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1 the manatees near the discharge point and then

2 up in some of the algal, macro-algal beds and

3 sea grass beds along the shoreline.

4 Our basic conclusions are that background

5 information indicates that there are habitat

6 concerns within all potential expanse areas.

7 There's some inconsistencies in the background
8 data. Thiscould be due to the year-to-year

9 changes, mgor storms, things like that.

10 Welll begin our actual field certification

11 and validation of resourcesin 2008 beginning
12 soon in thisyear. Our surveyswill be towing
13 video within the ship channel and the deeper
14 expanse areas at the berths and the ship

15 channel, thenin A1 and A2 with some diver spot
16 checking of that data. And then within the

17 shallower areas within sea grass growing

18 season, April to September, we'll be doing

19 surveysin B1 through G and those areas of

20 potential sea grass throats.
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21 Thanks.

22 MR. McMILLEN: Okay. That concludes our
23 technical presentation at thistime. I'd like

24 to take a moment before we take a break and

25 move into the question and answers to recognize
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Counselwoman Lynn Hubbard, who is here.

At thistime we're going to take a short
break and we're going to set up a panel, the
folks up here. And the Port has been very
gracious to set up some food and beverages for
you during this break. What we're going to do
IS take about a 15-minute break, no more,
because we don't want to be here any longer
than you guys have to, and then we're going to

come back and conduct a question and answer
session.

Correct meif I'mwrong, Marie. If they
want to go on record to express a concern or
ask aquestion or whatever, pleasefill ina
card so we can get your name and address so
we've got arecord of that, please. Y ou can do
that during the break. So let's take about 15
minutes. Time now is4:00. How about 4:15?
And welll start it back up then. Thanks,

folks.



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 (Thereupon, a short recess was taken.)
22 ---
23 MS. BURNS: We have to get started on the

24 comments and we do have a short number. | just

25 wanted to reiterate again the Corps of
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Engineersis dedicated to making this as

transparent a process as possible, so aswe go
along and we are posting information,

et cetera, if you feel that it's not happening,

| would very much appreciateit if you would

let myself or any of the staff know that. And
what can we do to make it more transparent? So
again, we're dedicated to doing that, so

please, please let us know if you have any
suggestions for us.

Okay. I'mjust going to go through these
and call folks. There'sapodium. That way we
can make sure we hear everything you have to
say. And | wasjust going to call Miss Markin
first.

SPEAKER: Wédll, | didn't really want to be
first, but that's okay.

MS. BURNS: Oh, okay.

SPEAKER: Susan Markin. | livein Pam

Beach at 1450 North Lake Way, which is directly
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21 across from this Port, and | can tell you |
22 bought the house because | love the Port, |
23 love watching the activity of the Port, and |
24 love this particular environment right here.

25 I'm just very concerned about the expanse of
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the Port. And | will also say I'm on Town

Council in Palm Beach but I'm speaking as a
resident and as a concerned neighbor, as |
mentioned earlier the proximity of my house to
the Port.
| can tell you that from the plans that
you have shown here as far as your potential
expanse that the microscope or telescope that |
currently have to watch the activity | won't
need as much because the boughs of the boat
should be coming much closer to my dock.
My concernisthis. Asmuchas| can
appreciate the economic viability that you
speak of relative to the Port and the potential
economic growth that you'd like to see at the
Port as well as your navigational safety
concerns that you're expressing, | would
suggest to you that maybe your safety issues
are self-imposed by bringing in larger ships

than what the Port can physically handle, which
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21 iIswhy you're looking to expand it. And |

22 would suggest also that the image that comes to
23 mind isthat you're trying to fit a square peg

24 inaround hole. Or even worse than that, an

25 elephant into a bread box.
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The size and the growth of the Port isa

concern not only with al the other issues that
you bought up as far as species and the
recreation areas as well as the other
environmental issues, not to mention all the
other things that you're going to study,
engineering, shipping, doing ship simulations,
economics and environmental, but the bigger
picture that I'm here to speak of today just on
the first glance at thisisthisareais
surrounded by small communities.

Y ou look at Palm Beach Shores, you look at
the Island of Palm Beach and Riviera Beach.
Thisis not Miami, it's not a Miami Beach, it's
not a Ft. Lauderdale, and | have avery grave
concern, and | think it's shared by other
residents and other municipalities, that you're
trying to enlarge a port in an areawhere
people look at this as a small environment.

And the Port certainly has been here and we
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21 have agreed to certain things that have taken
22 place in the Port in the past with the idea

23 that it was within afeasible entity for the

24 surrounding areas.

25 When | ook out my window what | see are
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peoplein kayaks, individuals in kayaks. As of

late, you have individuals on surf boards with
the long paddles. You have smaller sailboats
that are mooring in the lagoon, an area
according to your map that will go away. You
have small boats going around recreationally.
Thisareaisfor the residents of this area,
the tourists of this area, which isaso avery
good economic business for this community and
for this area, so I'm very concerned that

you're trying to do something here that is not
befitting of the municipalitiesin this area or

for the surrounding neighborhood and for the
surrounding neighbors. And asmuch as| like
the Port and the activity of the Port, | think

we should be cautious about the growth
capacities that you are looking for and what it
IS going to do to the other economically viable
industries we have, such as tourism and premier

community on both sides of the inlet coming
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21 over here,

22 The other thing in terms of -- you wanted
23 specific issuesin light of your comments that
24 you want to be transparent, so I'm kind of

25 hitting you with some very transparent
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concerns. | do have some concerns about the

protected species; the manatees. | have
concerns about the esthetics and the recreation
areas that | mentioned before.

One other areathat has been brought up,
and | would hope that someone's going to study
it in a much more technical way than I'm
capable of looking at it, but what does this do
for increased surge potential during storms by
widening and deepening this particular area?

And last but not least, and probably
foremost, is what does this do to sand

retention south of the inlet, which we're
aready suffering from in the Town of Palm
Beach all the way down to the next inlet down?

S0 those are my concerns and | hope that
you take the time to address al of them.

Thank you.

MS. BURNS: Thank you.

Okay. Mr. Elwell?



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 SPEAKER: Good afternoon. My nameis

22 Peter Elwell. I'm the town manager in Palm

23 Beach. And I'm going to cover a couple of the

24 same things that Counselwoman Markin did and a

25 few others on behalf of her colleagues and
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herself on the full Town Council and Mayor

McDonald for the Town of Palm Beach.
We're concerned about the size and number
of shipsthat would be coming in after the
widening and deepening activities occur and
would like to make sure that the study isvery
clear asto what the goal isin that regard,
what this work would be intended to accomplish
In terms of creating a greater volume of
shipping activity and what size vessels would
be intended to be accommodated so that the
impact of more shipping traffic and larger
vessels can be accurately identified.

One of the concernsin that regard is
safety; both the safety of the recreational
vessels, since there's so much recreational
activity going on with small boatsin this
areq, safety for them; safety also for the
Peanut Island area, the park that's been

developed by Palm Beach County and the activity
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21 that goes onin that area.

22 We noticed in some of the diagrams during
23 the presentation that particularly in AreaC

24 and E it would be creating the opportunity for

25 shipping activity to come much closer to those
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recreational areas. |I'm sure Palm Beach County

would have something to say. But that'sa
concern the town would like to see addressed.

And the water quality issue, particularly

if the size of vessels, the increased size of
vessels that would be able to come in, might
also mean a different type of vessel coming in
and calling at the Port.

Then we'd like very specific information
in the study what type of vesselswill be
attempted to be accommodated and what
additional risk those type of vessels might
pose for water quality and other safety
concerns.

Counselwoman Markin did mention about the
flow in theinlet, and that's something that we
do recognize is beyond all of our expertisein
coming here to represent the town today, but we
have avery great concern, and we know you'll

have experts addressing that issue.
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21 We redlly need to be satisfied that the

22 change in the dynamics of how the twice-a-day
23 tidal activity will occur aswell as storm

24 surge when severe weather arrives.

25 We know from experience from past decades
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1 after previous improvements at the inlet that

2 there were some changes that have caused

3 erosion on the shoreline in the inlet and on

4 the lake side and al so concerns about the

5 potential it may have exacerbated the storm

6 surge and flooding from the lake side during

7 storm events, and we'd like to see technical

8 information presented in this study that would
9 address those concerns.

10 We were happy to see that in the notice

11 that came out there's an intent not to do

12 blasting and an expectation that blasting may
13 not be necessary in order to achieve deepening
14 and widening. We would be especially concerned
15 iIf blasting is going to be required so we ask
16 simply as you go through the study if at some
17 point blasting becomes a possibility or

18 something that's going to be entertained as a
19 method of proceeding with this project, that

20 that would be not only studied in detail but
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21 those of us who have signed on as being

22 interested parties be immediately notified that
23 that has become a consideration. Right now the
24 way the public notice was presented, that was

25 sort of areducing the fears and doesn't ook
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like blasting is going to be necessary so we

just ask if it becomes part of the study, you

let us know right away so that we can then
engage more specifically on that issue and see
what expertise you're bringing into the study
in order to address the impacts blasting might
have.

Finally, because of the possibility of the
widening and deepening exacerbating the erosion
problems that already exist, there are numerous

activities going on around the inlet right now,
some of which we have been very directly
involved between the council and the county and
the Port in addressing other areas of inlet
management so we know that there's an effort to
make sure that we don't do anything in all of
thisto create further down-drift erosion, but

we would ask that you in the study specifically
address that and make sure assurances can be

made that none of this activity is going to
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21 further the historical erosion that has

22 occurred south of the inlet as aresult of the

23 inlet existing and that whatever beach quality
24 sand may come from the work that's to be done

25 in this project, one hundred percent of that
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beach quality sand needs to go onto the beaches

south of theinlet. We can't afford any
additional loss. We had years of that material
going out to sea.

We have now, between the federal
government and local entities, worked out a
nice arrangement where the inlet is dredged,
the material is going on theisland to the
south, so we're addressing together that

historical erosion. We want to make sure
nothing out of this project would create any
new erosion or loss of beach quality sand, so
we ask that under any circumstances beach
guality sand that's identified through the
surveying that you're going to be handled, that
every grain of that beach quality sand go in on
the beach in the Town of Palm Beach.

Thank you.

MS. BURNS: Mr. Russo? I'm going to

apologize now if | mess up your names.
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21 SPEAKER: It'sDavid Rosso. | happen to
22 live next to Susan Markin on North Lake Way.
23 I'm aresident of Palm Beach and | have lived
24 on the water and been on the water most of my

25 life. | have owned all sizes and shapes of
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boats. | wasin the Navy, ran a couple of

large vesselsthere. | have avery close

friend who's heavily engaged in the shipping
industry, and | can tell you that I'm very much
opposed to any growing of the Port of Palm
Beach.

As| watch it every day, and | enjoy
watching it, it's fun to see the ships comein,
it's great when | see the pilots go out, coming

in, I know something's going to happen when |
see tugs moving around, | have an idea
something's going to happen, and | watch that
and that'salot of fun, and | understand some
of the navigational issues that pilots might
have, but | have aso seen them during
Inclement weather using tugs to get shipsin,
and it seemsto meif you need atug to help
guide a ship into the Port, use one.

| hail from Connecticut and we have two

very deep water ports; Bridgeport, Connecticut
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21 and New London, Connecticut. The state of
22 Connecticut has spent untold millions of

23 dollars to make those ports friendly for

24 shipping. | think in New London Connecticut

25 the state spent over $35 million to get the New
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L ondon docks rehabilitated and to get that port

in action. For the last five or ten years all
they do is get a couple shipsinwho bring in
lumber and they store the lumber on the docks.
They employ one and a half people. Soit's not
agreat return on the investment.
Here, 99 percent of vessels | believe go
to theislands. So to assume that a 600 or
900-foot vessdl is going to go to the islands
is ludicrous because they can't handle them.
Most of the vesselsthat | see coming in here
are much less than 300 feet. They're very
small container ships, bulk carriers. And to
think that we're going to get 600-foot vessels
in here when everybody is going bigger,
according to my friends, issilly. We're not
going to get ships from China, we're not going
to get oil tankers from the Middle East coming
in here. | don't think any of us want that.

So | think you're trying to look at this the
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21 wrong way.

22 If you have navigational issues and you
23 said, somebody said, the depth is 29 feet and
24 it's authorized to be 33 feet, make it 33 feet.

25 That'sall. If you need more help getting a
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shipin here, use atug. That'swhat they are

here for. And they are used quite frequently.
| appreciate the pilots having their concerns,
but the pilots were -- | believe most of them
are former tug captains. They know what it's
liketo have atug. Sol think the whole plan
IS overreaching.

Like Susan, | think if you have one of
these large shipsin here, I'm going to see his
bough against my boat, and that's not going to
bealot of fun.

| don't know what's going to happen to
storm surge. | know -- | have friendswho live
on the north end of the island who are very
concerned about what's going to happen to their
propertiesif you dredge any closer to their
property. They have seawall issues already.
We don't need any additional seawall issues.
So | think you should look at thisas a

re-dredging of the inlet project and basically
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21 forget therest. It'snot needed. You're

22 going to impact the environment here of people
23 more than you're going to improve it for

24 shipping and commerce.

25 There are alot of people that use this

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/IMy%2...chCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (110 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:46 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/IMy%2...chCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (111 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:46 AM]

56
water for recreation. That's why they came

here. They'rethe driving forcein Florida.
They should be taken care of.

Thank you.

MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.

Mr. Royal Victor?

SPEAKER: Yes. Good afternoon. My name
IsRoyal Victor and I'm aresident of Pam
Beach. | share much of what the speakers

before me have said, and | have two questions.
| will confess that they're rhetorical.

Question Number One: Who wants this
expanded Port capability? We're essentialy a
residential -- this area of Florida consists
essentially of residential communities and |
don't know, we taxpayers and people who make
their homes here, | honestly don't know who
wants this expanded facility.

Secondly -- and thisis not arhetorical

guestion so much as seeking guidance -- isit
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21 true that the Corps of Engineersisthe

22 overarching CEO of this project? In other

23 words, will you be gathering information from a
24 whole host of different interested parties and

25 then assembl e that information and make a
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determination as to the relative merits of the

arguments or, indeed, will the process permit
all of usconcerned citizensto talk at the
federal level, which isyou, presumably at the
state level, which is Tallahassee, at the
county level, at presumably the port level,
Port Authority level and others? In other
words, who's in charge? Who does one go
directly to to either express concerns or make
aparticular plea on behalf of certain
interested parties?
MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.
Part of what you're doing today is giving
the information to us as we go through the
federal process, but we certainly do consider
the Port one of our partners. They're also the
non-fed sponsor. But your comments today will
help us flesh out some of the issues that we
need to look at from afederal standpoint.

Mr. John Turner.
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21 SPEAKER: Hello. My nameisJohn Turner.
22 I'm an attorney in West Palm Beach. |

23 represent -- I'm here on behalf of Teeter's

24 Agency and Steve Doring (phonetic), a Port

25 tenant and user.
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1 In answer to the gentleman's question who
2 just spoke, my client wants this, and | don't

3 think | would be speaking out of turn to say

4 that everyone who does business here at the

5 Port probably wants this.

6 The connection between the Port's -- this

7 Port's capacity and the overall economic

8  viability and fluidity of thisregionis

9 immediate and direct, and | hope that that's
10 observed.

11 | have used this analogy before and I'll

12 useit again. If every year Mother Nature

13 decided to chew up and overgrow ten to

14 twenty feet off of the end of every runway at
15 the West Palm Beach airport, within a couple
16 years probably everyone within Palm Beach
17 County, probably residents in adjoining

18 counties, would be up in arms about how that
19 would be allowed to continue even though

20 perhaps the residents in the adjoining areas
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21 might not mind that large planes could no
22 longer begin to take off or land at that

23 airport. And the sameistrue for this Port.
24 As Mother Nature essentially triesto do

25 what she's doing at thisinlet, there are very
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real and immediate effects being felt by my

client and every other Port user. And that's
before you even consider the direction that the
shipping industry has taken with expanding the
size of ships.

One significant comment that | want to
emphasize is that although the phrase "Port
expanse" has been thrown about alot, for those
who have actually done business at this Port

for along timethisisjust as much about Port
restoration or inlet restoration as anything
else. Again, Mother Natureistrying to fill
something in and probably aways will try to
fill inthisinlet, and my client islosing
business because it cannot accept ships and the
cargo that those ships bring on them regardless
of tug boats and frequently because pilots will
refuse to accept business.

Now, it would be shortsighted to react to

that and say well, one business losing



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 business, so what? | respectfully suggest the
22 answer isthat we are losing business and it's
23 the cost of our consumer goods that's going up,
24 it's the cost of our steel, our rice, our

25 watermelons, our cars that is being impacted
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here.

Anybody who remembers the supply and
transportation bottlenecks caused by hurricanes
Francis and Jean remember the immediate impact
that that type of bottleneck will have on
commerce. And that's exactly what's happening,
although it's subtle and it's perhaps easy to
overlook because to the public in general it's
not immediately felt. Well, I'm hereto tell
you on behalf of Teeter's Agency, whichisa
family business that makes its living from

moving cargo on and off ships and moving that
cargo further inland to support construction,
commodities, every other type of business that
you can imagine, that that bottleneck is having
asignificant effect. And although the Corps
may be looking at this as an expanse project,

it isjust as much about restoration. That's

not to say that Teeter's does not echo many of

the environmental concerns.
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21 My client hopes that the Corps will take a
22 methodic approach, find ways to create win/win
23 solutions. We're encouraged to see beach

24 restoration and artificial reef outcomes of

25 this. There's no reason why business and
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1 environmental concerns have to be mutually

2 exclusive; however, environmental concerns
3 should not be a pretext behind which local

4 Interests, immediate interests and private

5 Interests use to essentially try to prevent

6 this area from growing economically.

7 Thank you.
8 MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comment.
9 I'm looking for the name. Mr. Vogel? For

10 Synergy Resources.

11 SPEAKER: How areyou? My nameisRich
12 Vogel. | work for Synergy Services. Wejust
13 recently built an asphalt plant in West Palm

14 Beach and most recently opened up adiesel

15 plant in West Palm Beach and we are for the

16 dredging. We don't seeit as an expanse as

17 much as a maintenance and safety operation.

18 | have worked at alot of portsin my

19 previous life in the petroleum industry. |

20 have worked in severa of them. | likethe
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21 setup that'sin this port. It's very small and
22 nice and contrite. It's not as crazy as all

23 the other portsthat | have already worked in.
24 But | do see agood viability and a good

25 possibility of agood, solid, sound businessin
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this port that does get held back alittle bit

because of the dredging issues.

Some of the vessels cannot come in because
they're too large, so it means we have to come
with more frequent vessels, more than we would
If it was one big one versus two or three
smaller one. A larger vessel with better
dredging will sometimes minimize the number of
ship trips that come in versus create more, but

it gives you better flexibility for the type of
vesselsthat do comein. It also influences
some of the costs that's put into what it costs
to get in.

There were several times we were trying to
bring in asphalt and we couldn't bring it in.
We actually had avessel on itsway and it was
deemed it couldn't make it, too close, and the
pilot said no, you can't bring it in. So that
had to get turned and sent someplace else. So

it is a problem with doing business with the
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21 dredging that's ongoing.

22 Also the safety is avery important cog in
23 the shipping business. Everything needsto be
24 safe. There can't be incidents, there can't be

25 accidents. If dredging minimizes or takes that
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1 away, then we're al for it because we want to

2 move things safely.

3 Recently | was down in Brazil with the

4 Governors Commission, | was down there with
5 Lori, and there'salot of interest in this

6 port because they see how congested Port

7 Evergladesis, Miami is, they see the

8 possibility of something being done here, but

9 there are restraints because of the dredging

10 and those issues. So we are for the safe,

11 environmental, ecological dredging if it can be
12 done. | mean, we think it works. So we're one
13 of the people who are for the dredging

14 operation.

15 Again, thisisalong process. You have a
16 lot of people. I've been involved in Port

17 Everglades dredging program down there, their
18 massive port plan, and there's along way to go
19 here. But you have the ability to work

20 together in afinite areato make this work.
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21 So we are for the dredging and we are for the

22 environmental impacts and economic impacts that
23 they could provide.

24 MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comment.

25 Mr. Dick Breezy, Breezer?
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SPEAKER: Hi, folks. I'm Dick Bresse and

| live down south of here in West Palm Beach.

MS. BURNS: Could you get alittle closer
to the mic, Dick?

SPEAKER: Better?

When | read the story in the paper about
this, the first thing that came to my mind is
another disaster. And it will be adisaster.
And you don't need atwo million dollar study

to figure that out.

What's proposed? Widen theinlet, deegpen
the inlet, and enlarge the settlement basin.
Will effect will it have? It will allow more
water and more energy to enter the Intracoastal
and it will steepen the grade, which will cause
erosion.

We should look at afew things that we
learned in Engineering 101. First, the effect
of gravity increases as the grade increases.

Y ou have so much gravity here, you increase a
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21 grade, you have more gravity. More effective
22 gravity. And that will give anything on the
23 surface abigger propensity to slide down that
24 surface. Y ou have ahole this deep; here's

25 land, here's the bottom of the hole. Y ou drop
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1 that -- thisis your grade -- you drop that

2 hole five feet, you increase the grade, you're

3 going to get more stuff rolling down that

4 grade.

5 How will this affect Singer Island? It

6 will reduce the grade along the beach more than
7 it isnow, which will give added energy to

8 moving the sand down, and so you will have more
9 sand being moved down off the beach on Singer
10 |sland than you have today.

11 Now, today you may have some sand move
12 south and stop. If you get southeast waves,

13 that will push it back up, and so the

14 residents' time on the beach will be longer.

15 If it goes all the way into the pits, itis

16 going to be gone.

17 They're already talking about a

18  $30 million breakwater on Singer Island. This
19 would exacerbate their problems.

20 In Palm Beach island any material that
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21 presently moves over shoals will never make it.
22 It will drop down into the deep hole.

23 Secondly, we should look at the formula

24 that the amount of current, the amount of

25 material that a current can carry, varies
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directly asitsvelocity squared. If you

double the velocity of the current, it can
carry four times as much material. If you cut
the current in half, it can carry one-fourth as
much. So if you have an increase in current
and material that can be fluidized, enough
energy to fluidize it, you're going to get
erosion. Period. End of story. Itisgoing

to happen. And if you have aloaded-up current
that dropsin velocity, you're going to get it
dumping part of itsload and you're going to
get erosion. Again, period. End of story.
That's the way it works.

West Palm Beach is having problems with
their retaining walls, and the gentleman said
that we're having some problems in Palm Beach
with them. Now, as this water, extra water,
movesin, it isgoing to be neck down and it
will accelerate. And if you have enough energy

there and material that can be fluidized, which
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21 it appears there is because they are having

22 problems, you're going to have more problems
23 with your retaining walls than you're having
24 today. It's gonna happen.

25 Then the third thing is that you have

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/IMy%2...chCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (132 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:46 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file://ICJ/Documents%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/IMy%2...chCo/L akeWorthl nlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (133 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:46 AM]

67
Increased mass that takes more energy to move

it. Soif you have bigger ships, you're going
to have a bigger wake, you're going to have
more energy from prop wash, and when that hits
the shore, it's going to fluidize the material
there and the grade is going to be steeper. So
you fluidize it, gravity is going to do the
rest. Itisgoing to carry it down into the
bottom.
| think an alternative to thisisto have
continuous dredging. When | was walking the
beach there were two areas that were doing it,
and | can't remember, but Dr. Kuvin has at
least one of the areas. | can't remember it.
But if you had continuous dredging, it would
take care of this three-foot fluctuation in
sand on the bottom in most cases. And if you
have a good, clean bottom there, if you have an
event with a bunch of sand movingin, it's not

going to be as bad.
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21 Likel said, if this project isdone, it's

22 going to be adisaster.

23 Now, we're talking about the income the
24 Port can generate. We should compare that to

25 the income that the beaches generate and see
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how much money the beaches generate compared to

what the Port does. The politicians are going
to have to make up their mind whether Palm
Beach County is going to be an industria
county or if it's going to be agood place to
live and a good place to welcome tourists. But
If this goes through, it's going to be a
disaster.

Thank you.

MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comment.

Dr. Kuvin.

SPEAKER: Thank you, Miss Burns.

My nameis Sanford Kuvin, and my wife and
| are 44-year residents of the Town of Palm
Beach, and our property islocated at the
northeast extremity of the town, directly in
the shadow of the inlet. Welive at 149 East
Inlet Drive.

Our substantia interest, just like the

other 8,000 residents of the Town of Palm
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21 Beach, will be absolutely and directly affected
22 iIf the Army Corps adopts this project of inlet
23 expanse.

24 Miss Burns, you stated in your letter of

25 December 6, 2007 that the Army Corpsis
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gathering information to define issues and

concerns associated with the expansion.
Mr. McMillan has indicated that thisis a
navigational safety issue. It'sacommercial
ISsue, it's not a navigational safety issue.

And please let me help you define our
concerns both personally as afamily and
speaking for many residents of the Town of Palm
Beach. We've lived here for over four decades

and we believe that this expanse should
absolutely not take place for the following
reasons. Over four decades ago -- you
indicated that transparency is one of the
hallmarks of your current inquiry, and four
decades ago the Army Corps was here at that
time, only at that time they blasted, they
dredged, and yet we have heard nothing about
that historical aspect asit impacted on the
Town of Palm Beach and the surrounding

communities, where damages were afforded and
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21 where inquiries were made. Transparency
22 indicates the past, the present and the future
23 in terms of how it impacts on the residents,
24 and that has not been accomplished in your

25 meeting today nor has been the history of the
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inlet, which is absolutely germane to why we're

here today.
Asyou know -- | won't go into the

details, but it was built in 1928 and '29, it
was deepened, then afew other timesin the
interim deepened. In 1958 the sand transfer
plant was created not out of charity to Palm
Beach but because of the harmful effects that
theinlet -- even the federal government agreed
through the Federal Harbors and Rivers Act --
and mitigated creating that sand transfer
plant. But we're not here to discuss the

plant, we're here to discuss the impact of
further expanse, which has been ongoing since
1928 and 1929 through the '50s.

And by the way, there's documentation
about the impact on residents who are il
here who were awarded damages at that time.

Miss Burns, you cited significant

environmental issues in your letter that went
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21 out on December 6th and that were related to
22 what Mr. Dies explained today; a number of
23 endangered species, sea mammals, migratory
24 birds, water quality, but nothing in your

25 letter mentioned the impact of the expanse on
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the human species. Everything was relegated to

other species, and yet we're here today because
of the impact on us; the human species.
In 2005 a paradigm at that time

occurred -- which you may be acquainted with,
maybe not -- namely, that a company called El
Paso Gas initiated the Seafarer Project, which
was near to installing a two-foot pressurized

gas pipeline coursing through the Lake Worth
Inlet. Fortunately, proactive debate took

place by a handful of citizens, just like

you're hearing comments today, about that
particular issue of agas pipeline being put in
the inlet going to Florida Power and Light.
That was defeated and they moved elsewhere.
Why? Because the port was too small. Florida
Power and Light realized that other areas,
including Port Evergladesin Miami, were more
receptive to this natural increase in the

necessity for pressurized gas coming to our
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21 region. And that was a paradigm of how

22 commerce failed to local interests, and | would
23 urge you that thisisasimilar paradigm.

24 We're still recovering from four

25 hurricanes in Florida, as you know, and they
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al paled in comparison to the Asian tsunami,

but it caused huge environmental damage to our
reef system along the property and coastal
damage. The residents of this community should
not -- and it's the residents, not the
commercial interests, but the residents --
should not allow yet another disaster from this
expanse, which will surely bring it, as
Mr. Breese just articulated.

There are serious objections coming from a
hit list within the airport expanse which
include noise pollution, air pollution, the
outcome of increased shipping vibrations,
garbage in bilge dumping pollution, and even --
you may not be aware of it, but the red mite
pollution, which was mentioned in the
December 29th issue of the Palm Beach Daily
News, a mite coming into our shoreswhich is
infesting all of the palm trees. It's obvious

that with degpened and widened channels, as you
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21 have heard today, so obvious, there will be an
22 increase to the threat of flooding,

23 particularly in the Lake Worth Intracoastal

24 waterway, which began over four decades ago.

25 Theincreased velocity of water, asyou
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have heard before, will be rushing through the

inlet and will cause even greater Intracoastal
and beach erosion.

We're consumed in the sand wars today with
erosion not only in Palm Beach, not only in
Florida, the world over. Beach erosion has
entered into awarfare state because of events
we know about like global warming, rising
tides, putting more concrete on our shores,

hurricanes and other things we don't know
about; but nevertheless, it's here and it's not
going away.

It's been indicated that there will be
bigger and better and larger and deeper draft
ships coming through thisinlet. | have heard
figures going anywhere between six and nine
hundred feet with sparse room to even turnin
the basin.

In addition, on an average day -- welive

right at the inlet, we have lived there for
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21 over four decades -- you know, what with

22 increasing threats to our homeland, we see on
23 any given day Homeland Security boats,

24 helicopters, the Sheriff's boats, Palm Beach

25 police boats, West Palm Beach police boats,
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Customs boats, the Coast Guard, and please

accept on faith that all of them have appeared
on any given day. It'satraffic jam unto
itself. It's hard to imagine what an increased
traffic that you're proposing if thiswereto
go through with the deepened port widening will
bring, and particularly, particularly with the
ongoing threat of terrorism that we are faced
with today as anation. That aspect is not
going to go away, it isgoing to only increase,
and we don't want to be a participant to its
increase within the confines of this, what used
to be a sleepy area which was always a charming
area but unfortunately is becoming adlick
area.
Y ou stated in your |etter that one of the
alternatives to be considered is no action.
The vast mgjority of residentswho livein this
area and who will be impacted by this expanse

urge you to carry back the message to
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21 Jacksonville and to Washington to do just that;
22 take no action. And in doing so, you'll save
23 the taxpayers millions upon millions of tax-
24 payer dollars.

25 The Corps pridesitself on cost
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efficiency, and if | ever heard a story in the

making for cost efficiency, thisisit. The

Corps has come under enormous pressure, as you
well know, in recent times. It was mentioned

in an editorial in the New York Timesin
November, it's had congressional impact studies
onit. Thisisno secret. Andit's no secret
because of the Corp, to quote a phrase from the
New Y ork Times, which sought reforms to impose
discipline on a notoriously dysfunctional

agency. Those are the quotes of the New Y ork
Times. Diane Feinstein and other senators have
voiced this concern about Corps action.

And does the Corps do wonderful things?
Absolutely. Y ou have now in your hands, |
believe, 22 billion in the Water Resources Act,
and | believe some of this money will come from
that, but | think all of you will agree that it
must be spent with a conscience and where the

good -- where the reward will outdo the risk.
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21 Thereal question -- and let me also add

22 parenthetically we have seen some wonderful
23 things happen with the Corpsin our region.

24 They have kept our inlet at 234 feet, they have

25 given us free sand on the shores of Palm Beach,
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which that's multiple millions of dollars at

about $10 to $13 a cubic yard, and they have
benefited the Town of Palm Beach in many, many
ways. However, that was done to expedite the
commercial interest of the Port of Palm Beach,
it wasn't done out of charity to the Town of
Palm Beach. We were the beneficiaries of that,
guote, free sand and we look forward to more of
it coming because it was the Corps and the
federal government that caused our problemsin
the first place, going back historically.
The real question the Corps has to answer

IS, istherisk of this extremely controversia

and environmentally dangerous project with
untold unpredictable associated hazards worth
the commercial reward? | think not. The vast
majority of the residents of this areathink

not. And | hope the Corps will take no action
asitsalternative.

Thank you very much.
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21 MS. BURNS: Thank you. Thank you for your

22 comments.

23 Terry Gibson Gibraltar.
24 SPEAKER: It'snot explicitly clear to me.
25 | understand there's options from zero, do
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nothing, to very aggressive options, and from

the presentation it wasn't clear to me what the
most aggressive option is regarding what you
would do from the inlet mouth seaward. Are
these jetty extensions or the edges of
dredging? Can you answer that question?

MR. MCMILLEN: It's already deep water out
there. If anything, it would bejust aline on
apiece of paper. That'sal itis.

SPEAKER: Okay. I'm Terry Gibson. I'm
the projects editor for Sportsman's Magazine. |

grew up here. My family's been here a hundred
years. | know these waters and the natural
resources here intimately. And | certainly
appreciate the Port is an economic engine, but
you're not the only economic engine. The
enginethat | represent, salt water
recreational fishing in Florida, isworth about
$15 billion ayear. Salt and fresh, it's

massive in thisarea. The value of coral reefs



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 in Palm Beach County are worth hundreds of

22 millions of dollars. The diving and surfing

23 communities are also massive economic engines
24 inthisarea. Whatever is contemplated here, |

25 encourage the Port to proceed thoroughly and
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cautiously and slowly with lots of stake-

holders' involvement.

One concern | have inside the lagoon ison
the sea grasses. Before contemplating dredging
some of those up, we have to realize not all
seagrass beds are created equal. The location
of these seagrass bedsis very important.

Grant Gilmore has oodles of data from the
Indian River Lagoon and | think probably from

the Lake Worth Lagoon showing sea grass beds
close to the inlets are more valuable for fish;
furthermore, they're more valuable for reefs.
Our reefsarein alot of problem. Over-
population is one of the gravest concerns. So
whatever is contemplated, you need to consider
the value of those reefs or the sea grass beds
near the inlet where the Gulfstream's coming
right to the beach and bringing from the Keys
and Caribbean -- things are settling out there,

and they have avery short ontogenetic highway
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21 with manmade reefs right in the lagoon, shallow
22 reefs right outside the inlet, and lines of

23 reef on out to that.

24 There's anumber of studies, Mumby

25 (phonetic), et a, afew others, that show the
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1 shorter the fish has to migrate throughout its

2 life history in adifferent kind of habitat as

3 a baby, as ateenager, as an adult, the greater

4 the survival is. Of course, that's confounded

5 by fishing pressure, but that's another story.

6 Judging from your assessment -- and |

7 understand thisis very preliminary -- of the

8 seagrass resources in the area, they seemed a

9 little understated. | spent alot of time with

10 an underwater videocamerain this area filming
11 for various TV shows, and the sea grass beds to
12 the south of D and around F and G seem -- | was
13 there in November -- they are very robust.

14 Y eah, there's some sand patches in between

15 them, but they also occur at depths | have

16 never seen. | have seen Johnson'ssin almost
17 30 feet of water, which is highly unusual, and
18 it has to do with the incredible quality of

19 water thanks to the Gulfstream. So | hope you

20 al will take alook at sea grasses.
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21 Y ou said something about 150 feet of where
22 you might dig. Dredging, especialy if there's
23 carbonated muds in the area, dredging this

24 might cause turbidity issues, could kill those

25 seagrasses or create alight starvation
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condition that can create -- that could kill

those sea grasses if persistent turbidity
occurs there, or imposed starvation.

Also in the sea grass the Corps along with
the Port, some of the best work | have seen you
guysdo, | aways -- you know, my story is, as
a Florida sportsman, is mostly pathos and loss,
but the Lake Worth Lagoon is one of the places
we have shown we have the power to make things

awholelot better. So | encourage you all not
to undermine your earlier partnering and work.
These habitat restoration areas are full
of fish and wonderful recreational
opportunities. The north Lake Worth Inlet or
Palm Beach Inlet, asit's often called, is also
supplying irrigation sites for snook in the
state. | think it's the third largest spawning
site. Whatever goes on there should not go on
during snook spawning season. Thisisafish

vital to the economy and to recreational
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21 opportunities and it'sa very sensitive

22 species, very carefully managed species, and we
23 don't need to use world class dredging going on
24 in the summer months.

25 I'm very concerned also -- and | was glad

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/My%2...chCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (160 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:46 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file://ICJ/Documents%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/IMy%02...chCo/L akeWorthl nlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (161 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:46 AM]

81
to hear that you're going to do core borings

and analyzes -- I'm very concerned about
turbidity from dredging impacting sounding
resources inside the lagoon, outside the lagoon
and sea grasses, but turbidity booms, things
like those, should be strongly contemplated if
this goes on.

Safety isaword that has come up alot.
| hope you aren't considering the recreational
boating community in your safety part of the
cost benefit analysis. Thisisthe safest
inlet I'd say probably north of Port Canaveral
and south of Cape Canaveral, maybe Ft. Pierce.
But compared to Jupiter and Boynton, thisinlet
is acakewalk.

| was fishing offshore in a 13-foot
Whaler, in somebody's, asakid. | never had a
problem coming in and out of theinlet. So
please don't try to give up safety for

recreational boating in that analysis. That
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21 would be somewhat dishonest.

22 I'm going to speak as asurfer. On either
23 side of the inlet right about where the B2 sign
24 is and right about where the B1 signis are two

25 of the best surf breaks in the east coast. B2
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Is called Pump House, the other one can be

referred to as Reef Road. Thelast time you
drenched the inlet after Francis, alot of that
sediment was put in the Reef Road area and it
badly degraded the quality of the surf spot.
There are thousands of kids and adult kids like
me that enjoy that resource, and it generates
millions of local economy. People drive from
Jacksonville to score these spots. Whatever
you do, | think you have noticed how much
trouble the surfing foundation can give you
al. It cangiveyou alot of troubleif

anything happens to the surf spots.

| have seen a number of cases now to the

down-drift beach impacts. | can cite a number
of cases. One, theinletsjust up drift, Long
Beach, Ft. Pierce Inlet, where you all have
deepened the inlets and the, quote, need for
refurbishment becomes one, two, three, four

times more frequent. | think Ft. Pierce has



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 been done four or five times since the inlet

22 was deepened. | think that has something to do
23 with the venturi effect, if | understand the

24 book correctly. Very concerned.

25 Palm Beach is about out of sand. Dredging
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has had horrible recreational impacts. They're

about out of sand. They might have 20 years
left offshore. Please don't make our beaches
disappear. Please, please don't do that.

I'm glad you noticed the manatees.

And finally, | uncovered a paper the other

day from the Caribbean where a massive dredging

project in the Caribbean caused an epidemic of
ciguatera. | suggest that you check these
sediments not just for what they are in terms
of define them geologically, but for
contaminants. There'salot of bad stuff
coming in and out on these ships and on other
things, and | really don't want to get
paralyzed from the snapper | take home.

That's about it.

There are anumber of other things, but
just on the transparency issue, | have done
battle with you guysin a hundred contexts, and

thisis going to go down transparently because
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21 the mediais going to be all over it and

22 throughout the whole process.

23 With that having been said, | know these
24 resources incredibly well, and if you want help

25 finding things or researching things, diving
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things, I'll be more than happy to help.

Thank you.
MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.
Just let me tell you the order of things.
Miss Purviswill be next, Dr. Liljawould be
next, Mr. Djubin and then Mr. Ward. Soif you
could, as people get finished, if you could
just come on up.
SPEAKER: Good evening. My nameisLynn
Purvis, P-u-r-v-i-s. I'malife-long resident
of Palm Beach County. | currently livein Lake
Worth but now we're battling to restore the
Lake Worth Lagoon so it kind of irks me to be
here about them wanting to do further dredging
projects upstream.
I'm also representing Everglades Earth
First, which is a chapter of the National
Environmental Protection Group who -- some
things that you're taking on involves things

going on in the Everglades where the Army Corps
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21 asintherest of the country has made it their

22 job to totally disrupt ecosystems and wetlands
23 and our waters, so | have alittle bit of

24 hesitancy when it comes to Army Corps projects.

25 Something that doesn't seem to have been
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addressed in the process | have seenisthe

convincing of the need for this project. |
don't know if that happens somewhere else, but
before | want to see alot of money and effort
and expertise get put into studying if thisis
feasible and environmentally acceptable, |
would like to find out if it's necessary.
What is the expected cargo increases that
we're going to see coming through here? What
exactly isthat cargo? | don't know if the
Port picks out those kind of statistics that we
can see, but | would like to see that and be
convinced of the need to bring in bigger ships
and more cargo. Specifically, isthat the most
cost effective way of meeting our needs?
Y ou know, he talks about watermelons,

cars, et ceterabeing brought in here. Well,

to me it would seem a much more wholesome and

environmentally acceptable and cost acceptable

way to be growing those things here and using
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21 local industry better. So if we're going to be
22 putting in alot of money being able to ship in
23 foreign things, | would like to know where the
24 ships are coming to, | would like to seeis

25 there a better way to get those needs met

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/IMy%2...chCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (170 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:47 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

-

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file:///C)/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/IMy%2...chCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (171 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:47 AM]

86
locally?

In terms of the cost, as| said, having
bigger ships helps bring down the cost of those
goods, A: | say that's not the only method;
but B: Isthat including the cost of this
project in al of its aspects or is the Port
just taking that as afederal subsidy to their
business? Because the cost sharing thing that
was mentioned earlier hasn't been broken down.

Maybe it hasn't been created yet.

And | really appreciate all the comments
that other people have brought up, especially
those that are really focused on some of the
technical aspects. And | would like to support
everything that's been said of the people that
have been opposing the project and supporting
the no action alternative, and | would like to
bring up some more holistic concerns.

| know for those of you up on the panel

it's nobody's job description to look at some
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21 of these larger issues, but | think that's been

22 one of the main problems with the way that this
23 agency and some of the supporting agencies do
24 business.

25 So in terms of again going back to what is
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1 this cargo that we're bringing in and where are

2 these ships coming from, to me it sounds like a
3 whole lot of oil use because we're shipping in
4 things from afar, and we all know that the

5 larger implications of so much increased

6 petroleum use is war, pollution, and now we're
7 looking at global warming from carbon

8 emissions. | know these are buzz words and

9 people throw them around, but it'sreal, and |
10 think that those types of things have to be

11 included when we're doing these cost benefit
12 analyzes and when we're creating alternatives.
13 Asyou say, you have to look at several

14 different alternatives to the project. | think

15 that those alternatives need to get alittle

16 more creative in terms of what is the ultimate
17 goal that we're trying to meet here and are

18 there other ways? |s(sic) there better places
19 to be putting this money to serve those needs?

20 Not to go back to my other problems, but
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21 we have watched the Everglades get totally torn
22 apart in the name of development, in the name
23 of economy, and people finally caught on to how
24 much damage it was actually doing to our land

25 and our peoples and our communities, and there
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iIsalot of outcry against that, and it would

be arequest to have that restored.

Now, that request has been met with
technical agreements to do so; the Everglades
Restoration Project. But everyone agrees that
project has been languishing out there, never
come into play, without ever coming to
fruition. So I'm really hesitant to allow yet
another project where there's been so little

accountability to the residents and the other
people who benefit from these vibrant
ecosystems.

So | would like to get back to more
specific things that you guys might feel more
comfortable addressing. |Is(sic) there any
plans to have the people who are benefiting
from this project, those being the business
owners at the Port, to participate in any kind
of mitigation fund or mitigation project and

again, looking into more creative alternatives
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21 to meeting our needs? So | appreciate you

22 listening.

23 | do have one very specific comment for
24 Mr. Dies, who gave the presentation about the

25 data collection. | would say maybe -- we're
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doing public presentations. Y ou used alot of

technical terms. | know | didn't understand,
and I've been trying to follow these things for
along time. So | know you get pressed into a
very short time period to get through alot of
material, but | would just maybe try to watch
out for trying to explain things in terms that
people can understand. But | appreciate it.
Thank you.

MS. BURNS: Dr. Lilja, before you come up,
Mr. Sam Osher (phonetic).

SPEAKER: | hope you won't mind. | have
got another meeting after this and thisis my
second meeting today.

UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: What's your name?

SPEAKER: Let me think about that.

Thank you very much. I'm Sam Osher. I'm
not an engineer. And I've been listening to
some very brilliant people here this afternoon

and also people talking about the quality of
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21 life, and I'm all for that. | would think

22 before anything is done, there's going to be a
23 study, everything is going to be taken into
24 account, and if the studies don't work out too

25 well, well, okay, it's not going to work ou.
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However, | want to throat something else into

the pot.
Y ou talked about the quality of life and
al of that, but from what | seein my vision
Palm Beach County is going to grow like you
have never seen it before. Businesswise, |
think it's going to be one of the most noticed
scientific counties in the entire country.
It'scoming. It'salready started. Can't be
stopped.
What we need here also -- and | appreciate
people talking about the quality of life, and
I'd like to see that going on for at |east
another 30 years personaly, but at any rate,
there are people out there who need work.
Businessis coming here, and | hope that things
can be worked out so that everybody is pleased.
And I'm sure with the brilliance that we have
even sitting here, people who we listened to

today because their questions and their
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21 thoughts are very good, it will be worked out.
22 The ports south of us are loaded. They

23 can't do much more. Thisistheideal place.
24 And as | wastalking to somebody else,

25 from the standpoint of security and naval ships
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coming in, they're smaller ships, they'll come

In. It'sextremely important to have this port
be used for that. But | want to emphasize, and
I'm very much involved in that, | represent a
number of clubs, people, and we reach out to
perhaps fifty thousand or more voters, and |
think that's important. How | got to that

point | don't know, but boy, I'll tell you it's
Important.

So my point isthis: | represent alot of
people who still have to work or are looking
for work and | would remind the folks here that
there are alot of people here for 40, 50, 60
years, families before, and their work is
coming, and whether we like it or not, there's
going to be progress upon progress. Sometimes
that's not good, but it's gonna happen. Itis
happening right now. So | want to just throat
that into the pot with everything else. We're

gonnahave to rely on you folks to come up with
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21 the answers. | will be here, as you will, and
22 hope for the needs of all of our people.

23 And by the way, | do want to commend the
24 people that work here at the Port. Lori has

25 been the best thing that's happened to this
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Port in about the 10 or 12 years that I've been

here.

And | want to thank you for the five
dollars you just gave me to say that.

But the point | want to make out isthere
aretwo sides. The quality of life, whichis
extremely important; and then the brilliance of
engineers, who can equate everything. May not
be able to please everybody, but hopefully you

can please most people. It's gonnatake along
time, alot of money, but whether we like it or
not, it's going to happen, and you better know
it's going to happen. But it could happenina
good way; away that works out for, hopefully,
for everybody. And | expect to be around
another 30 years to make sure it happens.

Thank you very much. I've got to get out
of here.

MS. BURNS: Thank you folks for letting

Mr. Osher go since he had to leave.
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21 Dr. Lilja

22 SPEAKER: My nameisL-i-l-j-a. | livein
23 Palm Beach. | shall not try to improve on the

24 eloquence of previous speakers that are against

25 this particular project. | will just state the
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factstheway | seeit.

There are two reasons presented for the
change: One reason isthat present 300-foot
vessels are having difficulties running
aground, which isavalid reason. The other
reason is to open the Port for up to 900 feet
mastodons, which will affect the commercial
status of this area and at the same time, of
course, will hurt the life that we like here

today.

| am al for improving the channel for the
present size of vessels, and it can be donein
different ways. Oneisto dredgeit alittle
bit deeper than the 32 feet, as we have done
before. Just watch out for your pipe that goes
from the sand transfer plant.

And the other oneisin addition to that,
dredgeit alittle more frequently. Don't wait
until it shoals. It's not that difficult.

It's elementary.
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21 | will finish with two technical

22 observations. It was said here in the very

23 beginning in the presentation that the

24 Gulfstream is affecting the approach of vessels

25 into the Port. They're being pushed northward
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by the Gulfstream. | beg to differ. Asa

boater, we all should know that the Gulfstream
IS out there, but closer to Port we have a
southward bound stream, and | would suggest
that the Army Corps look into that one and take
that into consideration in their philosophy.
Thelast thing | have is that we have seen
many, many investigations of the sand or the
silt that we have here that we're dredging.
They differ very much, and always in the benign
direction. | would urge you to make sure that
you really have atrue evaluation of the grain
size that we're talking about.
Thank you.
MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.
Mr. Djubin.
SPEAKER: My nameisWilliam Djubin.
It's D-j-u-b-i-n. I'm amost recent founder of
an environmental organization local here out of

Jupiter. Our specificsright now is a coral
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21 reef initiative, and we will begin water

22 guality monitoring independently later this

23 month. That will be in collaboration with Reef
24 Rescue of Palm Beach, and most likely the water

25 guality monitoring reports will be trans ated
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by Southeast Florida Coral Reef Initiative.

That's what we're looking to have here.

I'm not really too sure why I'm here, but
| did begin to become confused first in the
presentation and then also the speakers
guestions.

The presentation seemed as though this was
to improve existing navigation in the Port,
whereas several people had indicated that we're

looking to actually reach out to larger ships
and more ships. So I'd like to have that
cleared up; asto whether thisisfor current
navigation or whether it isto actually
enlarge.
And to add on to previous questions, who
ISit that -- they're coming here, or isit
that we're actually looking to export more?
Living in Floridafor 30 plusyears| have
watched our state go from number one in tourism

to now close to number one possibly in energy
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21 and agricultural, and our main source of income
22 for the state now is energy and agriculture,

23 and what it appears to be is tourism is number
24 three. | appreciated tourism. |

25 disappreciated (sic) tourism as much as | did
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appreciate tourism. But | believe that the

pollution and the effects of agriculture and
energy are taking a stronghold on our state,
and in our legislature this must be addressed.

If the expansion of this port isto export
agriculture and energy abroad, we need to know
that. We need to know those facts. If thisis
truly just because the ships that need to go
from the Port of Palm Beach to the Bahamas and

existing islands, that those boats are getting
larger and it's becoming unnavigable for them
to come in and out of port, we need to know
that aswell. I'mjust alittle bit confused

asfar as whether thisisfixing an existing
problem or if thisis actually trying to

enlarge the port to take on more work and more
transportation. And those are my questions.

Thank you.

MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.

Mr. Ward, and then Mr. Williamson will
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21 wind us up.

22 SPEAKER: I'm Gerald Ward. 31 West 20th
23 St. herein Riviera Beach.

24 ThisisaNEPA scoping meeting so we're

25 really not into formalizing for or against
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positions, but | have to compliment you, Miss

Burns, because the last scoping meeting | went
to up in Martin and St. Lucie County for a
marine minerals management service offshore
meeting was a disaster, and it's pleasant to
see that you have the reporting accommodated
versus what happened up there.
| would request a copy of any summaries,
transcripts or documents as a result of this
meeting. Plus, pursuant to 40CFR1502.19 subC
I'd like to get hard copies of the draft
Environmental Impact Statements and the final.
| understand you're limiting the written
comments to the 20th. If that's not correct --
that's only 11 days away.
The draft schedule says you are proposing
to drag this out until the first quarter of
2010. That'stwo years hence. My experience
in economic and NEPA actionsis that that's way

too long to do it, and pursuant to



file:///C|/Documents¥%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/My%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PalmBeachCo/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

21 40CFR1502.8(c) | request you advance it to no
22 later than the first quarter of 2009. It cuts

23 costs. It will probably not -- if you take an

24 extrayear, you probably won't know that much

25 more about thisarea. And | think it's
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Important. So you haveto, | believe, by that

regulation have to look at my request.

How many pages are you proposing for this
EIS? | hopeit's 150 or less. When you get
too big, you overwhelm the publicin
responding, and we need to have the greatest
response on this.

The sixth area, which is my last major
topic, is scoping alternatives. The

alternatives are the heart of an economic
statement, an Environmental | mpact Statement.
It isreally an evaluation process of which
many questions were thrown out today that
people realy want an evaluation. You listin
the public notice of the scoping meeting only
eight areas, all waterside and all increasesin
the project. Then you list acombination of
those eight projects, again all increases, plus
the no action. Y ou have indicated numerous

physical models, ship models, studies, economic
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21 studies, and you have complained about the

22 maintenance of the existing channel because its
23 depth is now six or so feet. Underneath the

24 project, the depth's at 29 feet, apparently.

25 Therefore, you need another alternative to the
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study; what | think is known asasimilar

action aternative.

Number One, reduce the project navigation
depth. Look at not serving bulk cargo. That
seems to be the predominant safety issue that
you've gotten into. What would it also do? It
would free up existing lip faces. And | think
that's in accord with what's happened at the
Port. Y our economist has got to look at how

the cargo traffic has gone up in the Port. And
they're not big vessals.

Y ou are between two major deports or
ports; Port Canaveral, which has significant
military assistance for maintenance, Port
Everglades with much less wave climate that
does not have a significant maintenance
problem. Both have little tributary runoff
with no currents except the tidal currentsin
and out from the straits of Florida or the

Atlantic Ocean to the inland waters. They deal
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21 in deep channels for different types of

22 vessels. The container shipping that has

23 developed in this port could use more wharfage
24 and cargo container area. That type of

25 transportation and similar island trade, which
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iIssmall bulk, plus small ferry or cruise

vessels have great future at the Port of Palm
Beach.
The Port advertises itself asaniche
port, and | think you need to go into how they
have promoted themselves. Itisasmall port.
Go to the Port of Shanghai and compareit.
The project, eight projects -- and by the
way, interestingly, last night we completed the
steering committee for a surety of the CRA,
Community Redevelopment Agency of the City of
RivieraBeach. That project, report, will be
out on the 30th of this month and | hope you at
least incorporate it by reference.

But one of the thingsis that the State
Comprehensive Plan, Chapter 186 Florida
Statutes, requires the 14 deport of portsto
start to accommodate the locals in changing
their types of uses. So we expect to see the

port -- and several suggestions are already
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21 being bantered about of how even this building
22 can become more of acommon facility for the
23 public of this area.

24 The project -- | like the man inquiring

25 about A1 and A2, Mr. Gibson. | am not quite
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sure that's a viable project.

Project | doesn't make any sense except to
spend money. It has abogus name. North
Turning Basin Widener. Look at the Corps
manuals, Mr. McMillan. That doesn't compute.

Project G probably has the most economic
potential. Moving the Port's waterfront faces
south along the existing Florida Power & Light
Company wharfage or bulkheads could quickly

convert more usable area. Ecology impacts are
really minimal, and you have to recite in your
Investigations that less than a century ago it
Isonly because of the Port of Palm Beach and
the Florida Legidlature that created two ports.
Both have port powerage (sic), or they did have
when they were created, that has reduced the
marine resources within the Lake Worth system
of the magnitude that they are today.

Lastly, | guess of atechnical nature,

water levels, tides, storms and the resulting
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21 surge, the modeling does need to focus on that.
22 | personally have looked at the tides for the
23 federal government prior and after the mid '60s
24 deepening of theinlet. We basically aimost

25 doubled the inlet tide range with that project.

file:///IC|/Documents%20and%20Settings/k3cdstjv/My%02...chCo/LakeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt (202 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:47 AM]



file:///C)/Documents¥620and%620Setti ngs/k3cdstj v/IMy%20Documents/WebS...ocs M_P/PamBeachCol/L akeWorthinlet/PDF_FIL ES/ScopingTranscript.txt

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

file://ICJ/Documents%20and%20Settings/k3cdstj v/IMy%02...chCo/L akeWorthl nlet/PDF_FILES/ScopingTranscript.txt (203 of 214) [2/19/2008 8:48:47 AM]

102
NEPA mandates a host of upland-based

considerations. | haven't heard alot of
discussion about that, but it includes
economics. This should be an economic driven
study, not ecology. We need -- didn't see that
man here today, or woman, but they are the
driving forces to evaluate what's good for
Riviera Beach or the Port or Palm Beach County.
MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.

Last but not least, Mr. Williamson.

SPEAKER: I'll bet everybody is happy to
seeme. |I'mlast.

My name is George Williamson and | work
for Rinker Materials, but now we're called
Cemex. We were purchased by Cemex back in
July. And what that really meansisthat we
have gone from a company of 13,000 employees
that did about 5 billion in business per year
to a company that does about 25 billionin

sales ayear and has about 50,000 employees.
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21 We're a construction materials company.
22 The products that we bring in from literally
23 around the world are used in construction;

24 building roads, schools, houses, bridges. We

25 have two facilities here at Palm Beach. One of
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them is a cement facility, the other oneis

aggregate. 1'm here to speak on the aggregate
side of things.

And in fairness, we are any port's worst
nightmare. We are high volume, low dollar
material. Everything we do comesinin volume.
Big volumes.

We've had our facility here for awhile
and frankly we have struggled to make it
financially viable because of the 28, 29-foot
water depth. Itisdifficult for usto handle

business that way economically and we have
found ourselves searching for materials as far
away as Guianato bring inin small bargesin
order to bring the material into the port.
Clearly, the deeper it isfor us, the better it

IS. That reduces our costs by bringing it in
volume and thereby reduces the cost to our
customer, the ultimate user who is building the

roads and schools and bridges in the community.
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21 | would just like to say that we

22 wholeheartedly support the Port's effort to

23 deepen thisfacility. Clearly, 35 feet isjust
24 astart for us. We'd loveto seeit go to 40.

25 Our other big terminals throughout the country
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are at least 38, 39, 40 feet. We do have some

that are a bit shallow because when that
happens, when this Port is degpened, we can
substantially increase our through port, which
means more dollars for the Port and the
community, increase our jobs and, most
importantly | think, supply a constant -- have
a constant supply of quality materials for our
customers and the end users.
We also applaud the Corps's efforts to get
thisfar in the survey. Thank you very much.
MS. BURNS: Thank you for your comments.
Okay. Some of you may have some thoughts
after this meeting. Again, the comments period
for scoping -- and remember, please remember
thisis not the last time you will have an
opportunity to comment -- but for purposes of
scoping, which is how we will focus some of our
efforts on what we're going to look at, that

comment period closes the 20th. So welll
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21 appreciate getting those comments.

22 First of all, | wanted to thank all of you

23 for staying and helping us try and frame how we
24 will be looking at this project. Again, the

25 next part of the processiswe will be taking
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al of your comments again. We've had avery

diligent writer. | have heard her scratching

over there. But your comments are important

and we wanted to make sure that you can see

that your comments were captured.
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: Can | say something?
MS. BURNS: Sure. Please.
UNIDENTIFIED VOICE: | did my best to get

your comments. Please look at them. | know |

missed a coupl e things because speakers were

going fast. If you see mistakes, I'll be over

there. Let me know and I'll correct it.

Thanks.

MS. BURNS: So pleasg, it's some of the
neatest writing | have ever seen, at least from
here, so pleasetake alook at it. If you have
anything we need to add, thiswill be the first
thing that we probably will take alook at and
try and post on the site.

Again, you have those sites to look at.
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21 The next step for us will be taking the

22 information that you have given us today,

23 framing again the study that we'll be doing to
24 try and do the studies and the different things

25 that we need to do to answer some of the
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1 guestions you have raised and some of the

2 questions all of us have about the project.

3 Again, we're trying to make this as transparent
4 as possible, so if you have any suggestions,

5 please let us know.

6 Did you have any comment you wanted to
7 make in finishing?

8 All right. Thank you very much for

9 coming. Grab an apple on the way out. Thanks.
10

11 (Thereupon at 5:31 p.m., the meeting was
12 concluded.)
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1 CERTIFICATE

2
3 THE STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF PALM BEACH.
4
5
I, Elaine V. Williams, Registered
6 Professional Reporter, do hereby certify that |
transcribed the notes of Lake Worth Inlet
7 Feasbility Study public meeting to the best of my
ability.
8
9 Dated this 6th day of February 2008.
10
11
12

13

Elaine V. Williams, RPR
14

15
16
17
18
19

20
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