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Table 1    Summaryxe "Summary" of Direct and Indirect Impacts of Alternativesxe "Alternatives" Consideredxe "Alternatives Considered"

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

ON

[PROPOSED ACTION]

[PROJECT NAME]

[CITY (if applicable), COUNTY] COUNTY, FLORIDA

1 PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEEDxe "PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED"
1.1 PROJECT AUTHORITY.

1.1.1 INITIAL AUTHORIZATION. 

[Always start text on line below heading.]

1.1.2 SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATION. 

[Always start text on line below heading.]

1.2 PROJECT LOCATIONxe "PROJECT LOCATION".  

[describe locationxe "Location"] (see figure 1, vicinity map and plan view)

FIGURE 1:  VICINITY MAP AND PLAN VIEW
1.3 PROJECT NEED OR OPPORTUNITYxe "PROJECT NEED OR OPPORTUNITY".  

[Always start text on line below heading.]

1.4 AGENCY GOAL OR OBJECTIVE TA \l "AGENCY GOAL OR OBJECTIVE" \s "AGENCY GOAL OR OBJECTIVE" \c 1 

 TA \s "AGENCY GOAL OR OBJECTIVE" .

[describe fully goal or objective and proposed action] (see figure 1, vicinity map and project plan view and figure 2, typical cross sections)
FIGURE 2:  TYPICAL CROSS SECTIONS
1.5 RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTSxe "RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTS".  

[Identify related NEPA, design, and planning documents.]

1.6 DECISIONS TO BE MADExe "DECISIONS TO BE MADE".  

This Environmental Assessmentxe "Environmental Assessment" will evaluate whether to [overall project purpose] and, if so, evaluate alternatives to accomplish that goal.

1.7 SCOPING AND ISSUESxe "SCOPING AND ISSUES".  

1.7.1 ISSUES EVALUATED IN DETAIL.  

The following issues were identified be relevant to the proposed action and appropriate for detailed evaluation: [list issues].

1.7.2 IMPACT MEASUREMENT.  

The following provides the means and rationale for measurement and comparison of impacts of the proposed action and alternativesxe "Alternatives".

1.7.3 ISSUES ELIMINATED FROM DETAIL ANALYSIS.  

The following issues were not considered important or relevant to the proposed actionxe "Environmental Assessment":  [list issues]
1.8 PERMITS, LICENSES, AND ENTITLEMENTSxe "PERMITS, LICENSES, AND ENTITLEMENTS".  

Refer also to section 4.35, Compliance with Environmental Requirements.  [list all permits, licenses, etc. required for the proposed action and alternatives.]

2 ALTERNATIVESxe "ALTERNATIVES"
The alternativesxe "Alternatives" section is the heart of this EAxe "EA".  This section describes in detail the no-action alternativexe "Alternative", the proposed action, and other reasonable alternatives that were studied in detail.  Then based on the information and analysis presented in the sections on the Affected Environmentxe "Affected Environment" and the Probable Impacts, this section presents the beneficial and adverse environmental effects of all alternatives in comparative form, providing a clear basis for choice among the options for the decisionmaker and the public.

2.1 DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES TA \l "DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES" \s "DESCRIPTION OF ALTERNATIVES" \c 1 .  

2.1.1 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF ALTERNATIVE A]

[Describe alternativexe "Alternative" A] 

2.1.2 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF ALTERNATIVE B]

[Describe alternativexe "Alternative" B]

2.1.3 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF ALTERNATIVE C]

[Describe alternativexe "Alternative" C]

2.1.4 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF ALTERNATIVE D]

[Describe alternativexe "Alternative" D]

2.1.5 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE OF ALTERNATIVE E]

[Describe alternativexe "Alternative" E]

2.1.6 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE (STATUS QUO)

[briefly describe status quo]

2.2 ISSUES AND BASIS FOR CHOICE

[Always start text on line below heading.]

2.3 PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE TA \l "PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE" \s "PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE" \c 1 (S) 

(See also figures 1 and 2 in section 1.)

[NOTE:  As appropriate, add the following for projects that involve dredging of navigation channels as part of the project description.]

Type of Dredging Equipment.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers does not normally specify the type of dredging equipment to be used.  This is generally left to dredging industry to offer the most appropriate and competitive equipment available at the time.  Never-the-less, certain types of dredging equipment are normally considered more appropriate depending on the type of material, the depth of the channel, the depth of access to the disposal or placement site, the amount of material, the distance to the disposal or placement site, the wave-energy environment, etc.  A more detailed description of types of dredging equipment and their characteristics can be found in Engineer Manual, EM 1110-2-5025, Engineering and Design - Dredging and Dredged Material Disposal.  This Engineer Manual is available on the internet at 

http://www.usace.army.mil/publications/eng-manuals/em1110-2-5025/toc.htm.  

Required, Allowable, and Over-cut Beyond the Project Depth or Width.
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The plans and specifications normally require dredging beyond the project depth or width.  The purpose of the “required” additional dredging is to account for shoaling between dredging cycles (reduce the frequency of dredging required to maintain the project depth for navigation).  In addition, the dredging contractor is allowed to go beyond the required depth.  This “allowable” accounts for the inherent variability and inaccuracy of the dredging equipment (normally ±2 feet).  In addition, the dredge operator may practice over-cutting.  An “over-cut” along the sides of the channel may be employed in anticipation of movement of material down the sides of the channel.  Over-cut throughout the channel bottom may be the result of furrowing or pitting by the dredging equipment (the suction dredge’s cutterhead, the hopper dredge’s drag arms, or the clam-shell dredge’s bucket).  In addition, some mixing and churning of material below the channel bottom may occur (especially with a large cutterhead).  Generally, the larger the equipment, the greater the potential for over-cut and mixing of material below the “allowable” channel bottom.  Some of this material may become mixed-in with the dredged material.  If the characteristics of the material in the overcut and mixing profile differ from that above it, the character of the dredged material may be altered.  The quantity and/or quality of material for disposal or placement may be substantially changed depending on the extent of over-depth and over-cut.
Use of a Drag Bar.

Since dredging equipment does not typically result in a perfectly smooth and even channel bottom (see discussion above); a drag bar, chain, or other item may be drug along the channel bottom to smooth down high spots and fill in low spots.  This finishing technique also reduces the need for additional dredging to remove any high spots that may have been missed by the dredging equipment.  It may be more cost effective to use a drag bar or other leveling device (and possibly less hazardous to sea turtles than additional hopper dredging).

[NOTE:  Verify (in the Engineering Appendix, Plans and Specifications, application for Water Quality Certification, Public Notice, Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act Report, and elsewhere in this document) that the characteristics and quantity of the over-depth and over-cut material have been investigated and are considered in determining the project’s impacts. Based on your findings, indicate the potential change in the characteristics and quantity of the dredged material with dredging over-depth and over-cut (including mixing).  The resulting environmental impacts are to be addressed elsewhere in this document.]

2.4 ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM DETAILED EVALUATIONxe "ALTERNATIVES ELIMINATED FROM DETAILED EVALUATION"
[describe alternativesxe "Alternatives" considered but eliminated from detailed analysis and why]

2.5 ALTERNATIVES NOT WITHIN JURISDICTION OF LEAD AGENCY

[Always start text on line below heading.]

2.6 COMPARISON OF ALTERNATIVESxe "COMPARISON OF ALTERNATIVES"
Table 1 lists alternativesxe "Alternatives" considered and summarizes the major features and consequences of the proposed action and alternatives.  See section 4.0 Environmental Effects for a more detailed discussion of impacts of alternatives.

2.7 MITIGATIONxe "MITIGATION"
[Describe measures or features that avoid, minimize, and compensate for the adverse environmental impacts.]

Table 1:  Summaryxe "Summary" of Direct and Indirect Impacts

	ALTERNATIVE

ENVIRONMENTAL

FACTOR
	Proposed [describe Action or Measures]
	[Alternativexe "Alternative" or Measure A descriptive name]
	[Alternativexe "Alternative" or Measure B descriptive name]
	[Alternativexe "Alternative" or Measure C descriptive name]
	[Alternativexe "Alternative" or Measure D descriptive name]
	[Alternativexe "Alternative" or Measure E descriptive name]
	[Alternativexe "Alternative" or Measure F descriptive name]
	No Actionxe "No Action"
Status Quo



	PROTECTED SPECIES


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HARD GROUND


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SHORELINE EROSION


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	VEGETATION


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	WATER QUALITY


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	HISTORIC PROPERTIES


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	RECREATION


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	AESTHETICS


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	NAVIGATION


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ECONOMICS


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ENERGY REQUIREMENTS AND CONSERVATION


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


3 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENTxe "AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT"
The Affected Environmentxe "Affected Environment" section succinctly describes the existing environmental resourcesxe "Resources" of the areas that would be affected if any of the alternativesxe "Alternatives" were implemented.  This section describes only those environmental resources that are relevant to the decision to be made.  It does not describe the entire existing environment, but only those environmental resources that would affect or that would be affected by the alternatives if they were implemented.  This section, in conjunction with the description of the "no-action" alternativexe "Alternative" forms the base line conditions for determining the environmental impacts of the proposed action and reasonable alternatives.

3.1 GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL SETTINGxe "GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING"
[Describe the general environmental setting] (See Figure 3, Map of Environmental Resourcesxe "Resources")

FIGURE 3:  MAP OF ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES
3.2 VEGETATIONxe "VEGETATION"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.3 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIESxe "THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES"
3.3.1 SEA TURTLES

[Always start text on line below heading]

3.3.1.1 Nesting Habitat

[Always start text on line below heading]

3.3.1.2 Offshore Habitat

[Always start text on line below heading]

3.3.2 RIGHT WHALE

[Always start text on line below heading]

3.4 HARDGROUNDSxe "HARDGROUNDS"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.5 FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCESxe "FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.6 ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT XE "ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT" 
[Describe the existing/without project conditions of the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), Federally managed fisheries, and associate species such as major prey species, including affected life history stages.]
3.7 COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCESxe "COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.8 WATER QUALITYxe "WATER QUALITY"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.9 HAZARDOUS, TOXIC AND RADIOACTIVE WASTExe "HAZARDOUS, TOXIC AND RADIOACTIVE WASTE"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.10 AIR QUALITYxe "AIR QUALITY"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.11 NOISExe "NOISE"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.12 AESTHETIC RESOURCESxe "AESTHETIC RESOURCES"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.13 RECREATION RESOURCESxe "RECREATION RESOURCES"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.14 NAVIGATIONxe "NAVIGATION"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

3.15 HISTORIC PROPERTIESxe "HISTORIC PROPERTIES"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

4 ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTSxe "ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS"
This section is the scientific and analytic basis for the comparisons of the alternatives.  See table 1 in section 2.0 Alternativesxe "Alternatives", for summary of impacts.  The following includes anticipated changes to the existing environment including direct, indirect, and cumulative effects.

4.1 GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTSxe "GENERAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS"
[General discussion/overview]

4.2 VEGETATIONxe "VEGETATION"
[The following sub-categories can be combined, simplified, or omitted only for projects and alternatives having impactsxe "Alternatives" which are very simple and can be thoroughly discussed in a simpler format.]  

4.2.1 PROPOSED ACTION, [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.2.2 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE A]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.2.3 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE B]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.2.4 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE C]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.2.5 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE D]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.2.6 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE E]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.2.7 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE (STATUS QUO)

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3 THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIESxe "THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES"
[The following sub-categories can be combined, simplified, or omitted only for projects and alternatives having impactsxe "Alternatives" which are very simple and can be thoroughly discussed in a simpler format.]  

4.3.1 PROPOSED ACTION, [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3.2 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE A]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3.3 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE B]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3.4 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE C]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3.5 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE D]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3.6 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE E]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.3.7 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE (STATUS QUO)

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4 HARDGROUNDSxe "HARDGROUNDS"
[The following sub-categories can be combined, simplified, or omitted only for projects and alternatives having impactsxe "Alternatives" which are very simple and can be thoroughly discussed in a simpler format.]  

4.4.1 PROPOSED ACTION, [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE].  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4.2 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE A].  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4.3 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE B].  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4.4 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE C].  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4.5 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE D].  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4.6 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE E].  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.4.7 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE (STATUS QUO).  

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5 FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCESxe "FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES"
[The following sub-categories can be combined, simplified, or omitted only for projects and alternatives having impactsxe "Alternatives" which are very simple and can be thoroughly discussed in a simpler format.]  

4.5.1 PROPOSED ACTION, [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5.2 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE A]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5.3 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE B]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5.4 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE C]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5.5 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE D]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5.6 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE E]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.5.7 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE (STATUS QUO)

[Always start text on line below heading]
4.6 ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT assessment XE "ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT assessment" 
The project description is in section 2.3.  Mitigation of impacts is in section 2.7.  Section 3.6 describes the “existing conditions” of the Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), Federally managed fisheries, and associate species such as major prey species, including affected life history stages.  The following subsections describe the individual and cumulative impacts of the proposed action(s) and alternatives on EFH, Federally managed fisheries, and associate species such as major prey species, including affected life history stages.

[The NEPA document containing the EFH Assessment should be transmitted to the NMFS with a cover letter clearly stating that "Section 4.6 (along with sections 2.3, 2.7, and 3.6 referenced therein) of the enclosed NEPA document constitute our Essential Fish Habitat Assessment in accordance with procedures between our agencies as stated in your letter of May 3, 1999."

The following sub-categories can be combined, simplified, or omitted only for projects and alternatives having impacts which are very simple and can be thoroughly discussed in a simpler format.]  
4.6.1 PROPOSED ACTION, [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.6.2 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE A]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.6.3 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE B]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.6.4 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE C]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.6.5 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE D]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.6.6 [DESCRIPTIVE TITLE, ALTERNATIVE E]

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.6.7 NO ACTION ALTERNATIVE (STATUS QUO)

[Always start text on line below heading]
4.7 HISTORIC PROPERTIESxe "HISTORIC PROPERTIES"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.8 SOCIO-ECONOMICxe "SOCIO-ECONOMIC"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.9 AESTHETICS

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.10 RECREATIONxe "RECREATION"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.11 COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCESxe "COASTAL BARRIER RESOURCES"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.12 WATER QUALITY

 TA \l "WATER QUALITY" \s "WATER QUALITY" \c 1  [Always start text on line below heading]

4.13 HAZARDOUS, TOXIC, AND RADIOACTIVE WASTExe "HAZARDOUS, TOXIC, AND RADIOACTIVE WASTE"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.14 AIR QUALITYxe "AIR QUALITY"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.15 NOISExe "NOISE"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.16 PUBLIC SAFETY TA \l "PUBLIC SAFETY" \s "PUBLIC SAFETY" \c 1 
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.17 ENERGY REQUIREMENTS AND CONSERVATIONxe "ENERGY REQUIREMENTS AND CONSERVATION"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.18 NATURAL OR DEPLETABLE RESOURCESxe "NATURAL OR DEPLETABLE RESOURCES"
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.19 SCIENTIFIC RESOURCES TA \l "SCIENTIFIC RESOURCES" \s "SCIENTIFIC RESOURCES" \c 1 
[Always start text on line below heading]

4.20 NATIVE AMERICANS

[ TA \l "NATIVE AMERICANS" \s "NATIVE AMERICANS" \c 1 Always start text on line below heading]

4.21 REUSE AND CONSERVATION POTENTIAL

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.22 URBAN QUALITY

[Always start text on line below heading]

4.23 SOLID WASTE

[discuss storage, transport, recycling and use of recyclable products]

4.24 DRINKING WATER

[discuss primary and secondary standards and sole source aquifer or if not applicable, so state]

4.25 CUMULATIVE IMPACTSxe "CUMULATIVE IMPACTS"
Address Cumulative impacts to each of the individual resources which are either directly or indirectly impacted in a distinctive section of the EA or EIS.  This section could be organized as a section of Chapter 4 on Environmental Effects something like the following:

Cumulative impact is the "impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions regardless of what agency (federal or non-federal) or person undertakes such other actions" (40 CFR 1508.7).  Table X summarizes the impact of such cumulative actions by identifying the past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future condition of the various resources which are directly or indirectly impacted by the proposed action and its alternatives.  The table also illustrates the with-project and without-project condition (the difference being the incremental impact of the project).  Also illustrated is the future condition with any reasonable alternatives (or range of alternatives).  Appendix D to this EA [EIS] contains more detailed information of how the cumulative impacts were examined using the 11 steps identified by the Council on Environmental Quality, 1997. ["Considering Cumulative Effects Under the National Environmental Policy Act," January, 1997, Executive Office of the President, Washington, D.C.]

TABLE X:  SUMMARY OF CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

	
	Boundary

(time and space)
	Past (baseline condition)
	Present

(existing condition)
	Future without project
	Future with Proposed Action
	Future with Alternative X
	Future with Alternative Y

	Protected Species
	pre- develop- ment to 2010, FL coast Dade to Brevard
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Water quality
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resource A
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resource B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Resource C
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


4.25.1 Protected Species.

[Describe how the proposed action and alternatives would incrementally impact the various protected species in the context of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions within the area of influence of the proposed action, alternatives, and related actions by the Corps and others (Federal, non-Federal, and others). ]

4.25.2 Water Quality.

[Do the same for water quality impacts]

4.25.3 RESOURCE A

[repeat for other affected resources]

The Table X on cumulative Impacts is similar to the existing Table 1 of the Template EA/EIS.  

This table would differ in that it illustrates not only the impacts of the proposed project and its alternatives but also the impact of related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.  

These are past, present, and future actions are related to the proposed action either geographically or otherwise impacting the same resources.

More extensive documentation of definitions, methods, data, etc. should be included in the EA or EIS.  Voluminous technical data should be placed in an appendix to the EA or EIS [Appendix D, Cumulative Effects Assessment]
4.26 IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCESxe "IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE COMMITMENT OF RESOURCES"
4.26.1 IRREVERSIBLE

An irreversible commitment of resourcesxe "Resources" is one in which the ability to use and/or enjoy the resource is lost forever.  One example of an irreversible commitment might be the mining of a mineral resource.  [explain how this applies to proposed project and alternativesxe "Alternatives"]
4.26.2 IRRETRIEVABLE

An irretrievable commitment of resourcesxe "Resources" is one in which, due to decisions to manage the resource for another purpose, opportunities to use or enjoy the resource as they presently exist are lost for a period of time.  An example of an irretrievable loss might be where a type of vegetationxe "Vegetation" is lost due to road construction.  [explain how this applies to the proposed project and alternativesxe "Alternatives"]
4.27 UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTSxe "UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS"
[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS]

4.28 LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES AND MAINTENANCE/ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITYxe "LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES AND MAINTENANCE/ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TERM PRODUCTIVITY"
[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS]

4.29 INDIRECT EFFECTS

[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS] TA \l "INDIRECT EFFECTS" \s "INDIRECT EFFECTS" \c 1 
4.30 COMPATIBILITY WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL OBJECTIVES

[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS] TA \l "COMPATIBILITY WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL OBJECTIVES" \s "COMPATIBILITY WITH FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL OBJECTIVES" \c 1 
4.31 CONFLICTS AND CONTROVERSY

[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS] TA \l "CONTROVERSY" \s "CONTROVERSY" \c 1 
4.32 UNCERTAIN, UNIQUE, OR UNKNOWN RISKS

[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS] TA \l "UNCERTAIN, UNIQUE, OR UNKNOWN RISKS" \s "UNCERTAIN, UNIQUE, OR UNKNOWN RISKS" \c 1 
4.33 PRECEDENT AND PRINCIPLE FOR FUTURE ACTIONS

[Always start text on line below heading.  Significance here could led to an EIS]xe "INDIRECT EFFECTS"
4.34 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTSxe "ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS"
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineersxe "U.S. Army Corps of Engineers" and contractors commit to avoiding, minimizing or mitigating for adverse effects during construction activities by including the following commitments in the contract specifications:

[Describe environmental commitments resulting from agency commentsxe "Comments", public concern, laws and regulations, permit requirements, etc.]

4.35 COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

[Do not delete any of the following sub-categories without first consulting the EA checklists referenced in the instructions at the beginning of the master EA] xe "COMPLIANCE WITH ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS"
4.35.1 National Environmental Policy Actxe "National Environmental Policy Act" of 1969

Environmental information on the project has been compiled and this Environmental Assessmentxe "Environmental Assessment" has been prepared.  The project is in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Actxe "National Environmental Policy Act".

4.35.2 Endangeredxe "Endangered" Species Act of 1973

Consultation was initiated with NMFS on [date], and completed on [date] (see Section _____).  Consultation was initiated with USFWS on [date], and completed on [date] (see Section ____).  This project was fully coordinated under the Endangeredxe "Endangered" Species Act and is therefore, in full compliance with the Act.

4.35.3 Fish and Wildlifexe "Fish and Wildlife" Coordinationxe "Coordination" Act of 1958

This project has been coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlifexe "Fish and Wildlife" Servicexe "U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service" (USFWS).  A Coordinationxe "Coordination" Act Report (CAR) dated [date] was submitted by the USFWS.  There has been no change in the project design or the source of beach fill material since submittal of the CAR.  This project is in full compliance with the Act.

4.35.4 NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT OF 1966 (INTER ALIA)

(PL 89-665, the Archeology and Historicxe "Historic" Preservationxe "Historic Preservation"

xe "Preservation" Act (PL 93-291), and executive order 11593)  Archival research, [field work?], and consultationxe "Consultation" with the [state] Statexe "State" Historic Preservationxe "State Historic Preservation" Officer (SHPOxe "SHPO"), have been conducted in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended; the Archeologicalxe "Archeological" and Historic Preservation Act, as amended and Executive Order 11593.  SHPO consultation was initiated [date].  In a [date] responsexe "Response", the SHPO concurred with the Corps’ no [adverse] effectxe "Effect" determination.  The project will [not] affect historic properties included in or eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic places.  The project is in compliance with each of these Federal laws.

4.35.5 Clean Water Act of 1972

The project is in compliance with this Act.  A Section 401 water quality certification dated [date] has been issued by the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP permit #[number]; Appendix C).  All State water quality standards would be met.  A Section 404xe "Section 404"(b) evaluation is included in this report as Appendix A.  [A public notice was issued and a public hearingxe "Public Hearing" was held in a manner which satisfies the requirements of Section 404 of the Clean Water Actxe "Clean Water Act".]
4.35.6 Clean Air Act of 1972

[Add discussion about compliance with Clean Air Act General Conformity Rules.]

No air qualityxe "Air Quality" permits would be required for this project.  

This project has been coordinated with U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)xe "U.S. Environmental Protection Agency" and is in compliance with Section 309 of the Act.  (For Final EA or Revised Draft EA)  The review findings of the EPA on the Draft EA were published in the Federal Register of [date].  [Briefly state review findings and how they were addressed.]  or [EPA provided no review findings in the Federal Register.] 

Correspondence from EPA can be found in Appendix C and discussion of any issues therein can be found in the Public and Agency Involvement section of this statement.

4.35.7 Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972

A federal consistency determination in accordance with 15 CFR 930 Subpart C is included in this report as Appendix B.  Statexe "State" consistency review was performed during the coordination of the draft EAxe "EA" and the State has determined that, at this stage, the project is consistent with the Florida Coastal Zone Management Program (see letter dated [date] from [state agency] concurring with our consistency determination in Appendix C).

4.35.8 Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1981

No prime or uniquexe "Unique" farmland would be impacted by implementation of this project.  This act is not applicable.

4.35.9 Wild and Scenic River Act of 1968

No designated Wild and Scenic river reaches would be affected by project related activities.  This act is not applicable.

4.35.10 Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972

[If the project does not impact marine mammals (i.e., no "take" meaning harm, harass, injure, or kill) then explain it and state that the act does not apply.  For any action that changes the behavior of the marine mammal (at this time only blasting has been identified as such an action that might be associated with a Corps project) then it is considered harassment and either there has to be a way to check that the marine mammals are not close enough to be impacted during the event or there has to be a small take (incidental harassment) authorization from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  In the case of manatees, authorization would be from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) which has no completed authorizations at this time.  

The NMFS provides take authorization in one of two ways: 1) an Incidental Harassment Authorization (AKA "Small Take of Marine Mammals" good for 1-year at a time) or 2) a regulation on Incidental Taking (good for 5-years and normally requires a letter of authorization from NMFS for specific individual projects covered by the regulation).  See 50 CFR 216.XXX (or 50 CFR 18 for FWS) for additional information (http://www.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/cfr-table-search.html#page1).  We are currently pursuing a regulation to address blasting associated with dredging projects along the coast of Florida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands (see Terri Jordan for status).]
4.35.11 Estuary Protection Act of 1968

No designated estuary would be affected by project activities.  This act is not applicable.

4.35.12 Federalxe "Federal" Water Project Recreationxe "Recreation" Act

The principles of the Federalxe "Federal" Water Project Recreationxe "Recreation" Act, (Public Law 89-72) as amended, have been fulfilled by complying with the recreation cost sharing criteria as outlined in Section 2 (a), paragraph (2).  Another area of compliance includes the public beach access requirement on which the renourishmentxe "Renourishment" project hinges (Section 1, (b)).

4.35.13 Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976

The project has been coordinated with the National Marine Fisheries Servicexe "National Marine Fisheries Service" (NMFS) and is in compliance with the act (see letter dated [date] in Appendix C from NMFS).

4.35.14 Submerged Lands Act of 1953

The project would occur on submerged lands of the Statexe "State" of Florida.  The project has been coordinated with the State and is in compliance with the act.

4.35.15 Coastal Barrier Resourcesxe "Coastal Barrier Resources"

xe "Resources" Act and Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990

There are no designated coastal barrier resourcesxe "Resources" in the project area that would be affected by this project.  These acts are not applicable.  [or if applicable identify COBRA unit and consultationxe "Consultation" history with DOI, FWS under this act.]
4.35.16 Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

The proposed work would not obstruct navigable waters of the United States.  The proposed action has been subject to the public notice, public hearingxe "Public Hearing", and other evaluations normally conducted for activities subject to the act.  The project is in full compliance.

4.35.17 Anadromous Fish Conservation Act

Anadromous fishxe "Fish" species would not be affected.  The project has been coordinated with the National Marine Fisheries Service and is in compliance with the act.

4.35.18 Migratory Bird Treaty Act and Migratory Bird Conservation Act

No migratory birdsxe "Birds" would be affected by project activities. The project is in compliance with these acts.

4.35.19 Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act

The term "dumping" as defined in the Act (3[33 U.S.C. 1402](f)) does not apply to the disposal of material for beach nourishmentxe "Nourishment" or to the placement of material for a purpose other than disposal (i.e. placement of rock material as an artificial reefxe "Artificial Reef"

xe "Reef" or the construction of artificial reefs as mitigation).  Therefore, the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act does not apply to this project.  The disposal activities addressed in this EAxe "EA" have been evaluated under Section 404xe "Section 404" of the Clean Water Actxe "Clean Water Act".

4.35.20 MAGNUSON-STEVENS FISHERY CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT ACT

This act requires preparation of an Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) Assessment and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS).  An independent EFH Assessment may be coordination prior to preparation of the NEPA document.  Alternatively, the NEPA document (EA or EIS) may serve as this assessment if it includes the required elements as follows: (1) a description of the proposed action (parts of chapters 1.0 and 2.0); (2) analysis of individual and cumulative effects on EFH, Federally managed fisheries, and associated species such as major prey species, including affected life history stages (parts of chapters 3.0 and 4.0); (3) the Districts's view regarding effects; and (4) proposed mitigation, if applicable. Information on essential fish habitat, managed species, and life history stages can be obtained from the NMFS web sites as follows:  for the Gulf of Mexico http://galveston.ssp.nmfs.gov/efh/, for the South Atlantic http://www.safmc.noaa.gov/safmcweb/Habitat/habitat.html, and for the Caribbean http://www.caribbeanfmc.com/.

The NMFS may reply to the EFH Assessment with recommendations, objections, or other comments.  The district would have 30 days to respond (or at least provide an interim response).  If we indicate that we do not intend to follow the recommendations of the NMFS, the act gives them the opportunity to elevate that decision to higher authority (SAD or HQ).  

[Indicate in this NEPA document the history and results of compliance with this act as well as plans or intentions concerning completion of compliance as applicable.]
4.35.21 E.O. 11990, Protection of Wetlands

No wetlands would be affected by project activities.  This project is in compliance with the goals of this Executive Order.

4.35.22 E.O. 11988, Flood Plain Management

The project is in the base flood plainxe "Flood Plain" (100-year flood) and has been evaluated in accordance with this Executive Order.  Refer to [reference] for this project dated [date].  Project is in compliance.

4.35.23 E.O. 12898, environmental justice

[(1)  Discuss whether the action would (or would not) result in adverse human health or environmental effects.  And if so, whether the impat might be disproportionately high towards minority or low-income populations.

(2)  If the activity "substantially" affects human health or the environment, you must demonstrate that the activity does not (a) exclude persons from participation in, (b) deny persons the benefits of, or (c) subject persons to discrimination *** because of their race, color, or national origin.

(3)  Indicate whether the activity would impact "subsistence consumption of fish and wildlife".

If you have reason to believe that the proposed activity would substantially impact health or the environment or unfairly impact a minority or low income population: this must be addressed.  You can view (or download) a copy of this EO by conducting a query on the Government Printing Office web site under the 1994 Federal Register data base.  Use "environmental justice" in quotation marks as the search term.  Select the hit dated 16 Feb 94.  The URL is http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs/aces/aaces002.html.]

4.35.24 E.O. 13089, CORAL REEF PROTECTION

This EO may apply to coastal projects especially those which might directly or indirectly impact coral reef such as in beach renourishment and off-shore borrow.  The EO refers to "those species, habitats, and other natural resources associated with coral reefs."  

[Applicability and/or compliance with this EO should be stated in the NEPA document (EA or EIS) at the end of the "Compliance with Environmental Requirements" section along with the other EOs in that section.  The text of this EO can be found in the Federal Register dated June 15, 1998.  You can view this by searching the Federal Register in the Government Printing Office web site.http://www.access.gpo.gov/su_docs
At the GPO web site, select Federal Register from the left side frame:   (1) specify 1998 Federal Register Volume, (2) select "presidential documents" as the Section to search, (3) enter June 15, 1998 (06/16/98) as the search on date, and then (4) selecting from the search results, the item named "Coral Reef Protection".

Selected excerpts from the EO are below.

 Executive Order 13089 of June 11, 1998

                Coral Reef Protection

                



* * * *

                Definitions. (a) ``U.S. coral reef 

                ecosystems'' means those species, habitats, and other 

                natural resources associated with coral reefs in all 

                maritime areas and zones subject to the jurisdiction or 

                control of the United States (e.g., Federal, State, 

                territorial, or commonwealth waters), including reef 

                systems in the south Atlantic, Caribbean, Gulf of 

                Mexico, and Pacific Ocean. 






* * * *

                Policy. (a) All Federal agencies whose actions 

                may affect U.S. coral reef ecosystems shall: (a) 

                identify their actions that may affect U.S. coral reef 

                ecosystems; (b) utilize their programs and authorities 

                to protect and enhance the conditions of such 

                ecosystems; and (c) to the extent permitted by law, 

                ensure that any actions they authorize, fund, or carry 

                out will not degrade the conditions of such ecosystems.]

4.35.25 E.O. 13112, INVASIVE SPECIES

Identify any action that may affect the status of invasive species (both positively and negatively) such as removal of exotics, aquatic weed control, spread of ballast water organisms (bryozoans, zebra mussels, other “hitchhikers”), etc.

Explain any measures to prevent introduction, detect and respond to invasive organisms, restore native species and habitat conditions, research and develop technologies to prevent or control invasive organisms, and promote public education.

Demonstrate that we are not authorizing, funding, or carrying out actions that might spread or introduce invasive species unless the benefit of the action clearly outweighs the potential harm.  Demonstrate that all feasible and prudent measures to minimize risk would be taken.

Document consultation with the Invasive Species Council, consistent with the Invasive Species Management Plan (ISMP) and document cooperation with stakeholders (as approved by the Department of State for international organizations and foreign nations).  [NOTE:  At the time of this writing, April 2002, the National ISMP was available on the internet.  Refer to http://www.invasivespecies.gov/council/main.shtml for latest information.  Also there is a Draft Statewide Invasive Species Management Plan for Florida.  The final ISMP and species specific plans should be consulted when they becomes available.  Additional information specific to Florida can be obtained from the Florida Exotic Pest Plant Council (http://www.fleppc.org/). ]

5 LIST OF PREPARERSxe "LIST OF PREPARERS"
5.1 PREPARERS TA \l "PREPARERS" \s "PREPARERS" \c 1 
[List names, qualifications, and role in preparation of the EAxe "EA"]

5.2 REVIEWERSxe "LIST OF REVIEWERS"
[List names, qualifications, and role in review of the EAxe "EA"]

6 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENTxe "PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT"
6.1 SCOPING AND DRAFT EAxe "EA"
A scoping letter dated [date] was issued for this action.  [A public notice dated [date] was issued for this action.] [public hearing or meeting].  The draft EA and Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) were made available to the public by notice of availability dated [date] (see copy of notice with draft FONSI in Appendix C).  or

[A Notice of Availability of the final FONSI/EA without a 30-day comment period is appropriate in certain cases.]
6.2 AGENCY COORDINATIONxe "AGENCY COORDINATION"
[List and briefly describe agency coordination.]  Any agency coordination letters are in Appendix C.

6.3 LIST OF RECIPIENTS

Copies of the draft EA [or scoping letter, public notice, draft FONSI] were mailed to the following parties: [list].  [And/or] A complete mailing list is in Appendix C.  [include any internet postings, paid ads, other forms of distribution or notice]
6.4 COMMENTS RECEIVED and responsexe "COMMENTS RECEIVED"
[Always start text on line below heading.]

REFERENCEStc "REFERENCES" \f C \l 1
[INSERT INDEX FROM BEHIND APPENDICES TO HERE BEFORE APPENDICES THEN -DELETE THIS MESSAGE-]

[NOTE:  Alternatively you may break out the appendices as a separate MS Word document(s).  However, letting the index generate after the appendices allows text in the appendices to be referenced.]
APPENDIX A - SECTION 404(B) EVALUATIONtc "APPENDIX A - SECTION 404(B) EVALUATION" \f C \l 1

xe "SECTION 404(B) EVALUATION"

SECTION 404(b) EVALUATION


[PROPOSED ACTION]

[PROJECT NAME]

[LOCATION]
[Copied from ER 1105-2-100, Exhibit C-1] Recommended Outline for Section 404(b)(l) Evaluation Using 24 December 1980 Guidelines (40 CFR 230) 1/

I. Project Description

a. Location

b. General Description

c. Authority and Purpose

d. General Description of Dredged or Fill Material

(1) General Characteristics of Material (grain size, soil type)
(2) Quantity of Material (cu. yds.)
(3) Source of Material

e. Description of the Proposed Discharge Site(s)

(1) Location (map)
(2) Size (acres)
(3) Type of Site (confined, unconfined, open water)
(4) Type(s) of Habitat

(5) Timing and Duration of Discharge

f. Description of Disposal Method (hydraulic, drag line, etc.)
II. Factual Determinations (Section 230.11) 2/
a. Physical Substrate Determinations (consider items in sections 230.11(a) and 230.20 Substrate)
(1) Substrate Elevation and Slope

(2) Sediment Type.

(3) Dredged/Fill Material Movement

(4) Physical Effects on Benthos (burial, changes in sediment type, etc.)
(5) Other Effects

(6) Actions Taken to Minimize Impacts (Subpart H)
b. Water Circulation. Fluctuation and Salinity Determinations

(1) Water (refer to sections 230.11(b), 230.22 Water, and 230.25 Salinity Gradients; test specified in Subpart G may be required). Consider effects on:

(a) Salinity

(b) Water Chemistry (PH. etc.)
(c) Clarity

(d) Color

(e) Odor

(f) Taste

(g) Dissolved Gas Levels

(h) Nutrients

(i) Eutrophication

(j) Others as Appropriate

(2) Current Patterns and Circulation (consider items in sections 230.11(b), and 230.23), Current Flow and Water Circulation.

(a) Current Patterns and Flow

(b) Velocity

(c) Stratification

(d) Hydrologic Regime

(3) Normal Water Level Fluctuations (tides, river stage, etc.) (consider items in sections 230.11(b) and 230.24)
(4) Salinity Gradients (consider items in sections 230.11(b) and 230.25)
(5) Actions That Will Be Taken to Minimize Impacts (refer to Subpart H)
e. Suspended Particulate/Turbidity Determinations

(1) Expected Changes in Suspended Particulates and Turbidity Levels in Vicinity of Disposal Site (consider items in sections 230.11(c) and 230.21)
(2) Effects (degree and duration) on Chemical and Physical Properties of the Water Column (consider environmental values in section 230.21, as appropriate)
(a) Light Penetration

(b) Dissolved Oxygen

(c) Toxic Metals and Organics

(d) Pathogens

(e) Aesthetics

(f) Others as Appropriate

(3) Effects on Biota (consider environmental values in sections 230.21, as appropriate)
(a) Primary Production, Photosynthesis

(b) Suspension/Filter Feeders

(c) Sight Feeders

(4) Actions taken to Minimize Impacts (Subpart H)
d. Contaminant Determinations (consider requirements in section 230.11(d))
e. Aquatic Ecosystem and Organism Determinations (use evaluation and testing Procedures in Subpart G, as appropriate)
(1) Effects on Plankton

(2) Effects on Benthos

(3) Effects on Nekton

(4) Effects on Aquatic Food Web (refer to section 230.31)
(5) Effects on Special Aquatic Sites (discuss only those found in project area or disposal site)
(a) Sanctuaries and Refuges (refer to section 230.40)
(b) Wetlands (refer to section 230.41)
(c) Mud Flats (refer to section 230.42)
(d) Vegetated Shallows (refer to section 230.43)
(e) Coral Reefs (refer to Section 230.44)
(f) Riffle and Pool Complexes (refer to section 230.45)
(6) Threatened and Endangered Species (refer to section 230.30)
(7) Other Wildlife (refer to section 230.32)
(8) Actions to Minimize Impacts (refer to Subpart H)
f. Proposed Disposal Site Determinations

(1) Mixing Zone Determination (consider factors in section 230.11(f)(2))
(2) Determination of Compliance with Applicable Water Quality Standards (present the standards and rationale for compliance or non-compliance with each standard)
(3) Potential Effects on Human Use Characteristic

(a) Municipal and Private Water Supply (refer to section 230.50)
(b) Recreational and Commercial Fisheries (refer to section 230.51)
(c) Water Related Recreation (refer to section 230.52)
(d) Aesthetics (refer to section 230.53)
(e) Parks, National and Historical Monuments, National Seashores, Wilderness Areas, Research Sites, and Similar Preserves (refer to section 230.54)
g. Determination of Cumulative Effects on the Aquatic Ecosystem (consider requirements in section 230.11 (g))
h. Determination of Secondary Effects on the Aquatic Ecosystem (consider requirements in section 230.11(h))
III. Findings of Compliance or Non-Compliance With the Restrictions on Discharge 3/

a. Adaptation of the Section 404(b)(l) Guidelines to this Evaluation

b. Evaluation of Availability of Practicable Alternatives to the Proposed Discharge Site Which Would Have Less Adverse Impact on the Aquatic Ecosystem (Briefly discuss alternatives considered and that are available and practical and state why the one selected would result in the least amount of significant impacts. Reference should be made to other appropriate sections on alternatives in EIS or Main Reports when the 404 Evaluation is contained in these documents.)
c. Compliance with Applicable State Water Quality Standards

d. Compliance with Applicable Toxic Effluent Standard or Prohibition Under Section 307 Of the Clean Water Act

e. Compliance with Endangered Species Act of 1973

f. Compliance with Specified Protection Measures for Marine Sanctuaries Designated by the Marine Protection. Research, and Sanctuaries Act of 1972

g. Evaluation of Extent of Degradation of the Waters of the United States

(1) Significant Adverse Effects on Human Health and Welfare

(a) Municipal and Private Water Supplies

(b) Recreation and Commercial Fisheries

(c) Plankton

(d) Fish

(e) Shellfish

(f) Wildlife

(g) Special Aquatic Sites

(2) Significant Adverse Effects on Life Stages of Aquatic Life and Other Wildlife Dependent on Aquatic Ecosystems

(3) Significant Adverse Effects on Aquatic Ecosystem Diversity, Productivity and Stability

(4) Significant Adverse Effects on Recreational, Aesthetic, and Economic Values

h. Appropriate and Practicable Steps Taken to Minimize Potential Adverse Impacts of the Discharge on the Aquatic Ecosystem

i. On the Basis of the Guidelines. the Proposed Disposal Site(s) for the Discharge of Dredged or Fill Material (specify which) is (select one)
(1) Specified as complying with the requirements of these guidelines; or,

(2) Specified as complying with the requirements of these guidelines, with the inclusion of appropriate and practical conditions to minimize pollution or adverse effects on the aquatic ecosystem; or,

(3) Specified as failing to comply with the requirements of these guidelines.

Notes:

1/ This outline is furnished for guidance in preparing 404(b)(l) evaluations under the December 1980 Guidelines. The outline should be considered flexible. Each evaluation should be tailored to fit project specific characteristics.

2/ The primary subheadings in this section (II) should be contained in every section 404(b)(l) evaluation since these items are specified to be included by the guidelines. If a particular item is not applicable to a project (such as salinity considerations at a freshwater site), so state.

3/ The Findings and Compliance or Non-Compliance with Restriction on the Discharge should be a narrative and cover the items listed in Section III of the outline. The data presented in the Factual Determination should be compared to the restrictions on the discharge in paragraph 230.10, and a determination should be made as to whether the discharge will or will not be in compliance. Do not repeat data given in the Factual Determination in the Finding of Compliance. See attached example of a Finding of Compliance.

(EXAMPLE)

FINDING OF COMPLIANCE

FOR

NO NAME PROJECT

1. No significant adaptations of the guidelines were made relative to this evaluation.
2. Three alternative open water disposal sites were available for this project. Use of alternative sites one and three (Figure 1) would have resulted in significant alteration of water circulation patterns and consequently, salinity patterns. These changes would have adversely affected oyster beds and other benthic and fishery populations in the bay. Also, use of site one would cause siltation of shellfish beds due to expected tidal transport of dredged material into these areas. Site two, the selected disposal area, would be the least costly site to use for disposal because it is nearer to the channel dredging area.
3. The planned disposal of dredged material at site two would not violate any applicable State water quality standards with the exception of turbidity. Turbidity standards would be violated outside the allowable mixing zone under extreme tidal conditions, i.e., spring tides. Dredging will be suspended during these periods. The disposal operation will not violate the Toxic Effluent Standards of Section 307 of the Clean Water Act.
4. Use of the selected disposal site will not harm any endangered species or their critical habitat or violate protective measures for the Long Bay Marine Sanctuary.
5. The Proposed disposal of dredged material will not result in significant adverse effects on human health and welfare, including municipal and private water supplies, recreation and commercial fishing, plankton, fish, shellfish, wildlife, and special aquatic sites. The life stages of aquatic life and other wildlife will not be adversely affected. Significant adverse effects on aquatic ecosystem diversity, productivity and stability, and recreational, aesthetic and economic values will not occur.
6. Appropriate steps to minimize potential adverse impacts of the discharge on aquatic systems include cessation of disposal activities during extreme tidal velocities associated with spring tides.
7. On the basis of the guidelines the proposed disposal site for the discharge of dredged material is specified as complying with the inclusion of appropriate and practical conditions to minimize pollution or adverse effects to the aquatic ecosystem.
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FLORIDA COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM


FEDERAL CONSISTENCY EVALUATION PROCEDURES

[PROPOSED ACTION]

[PROJECT NAME]

[LOCATION]
(The example below was taken from a beach renourishmentxe "Renourishment" project.

Adapt and modify this to appropriately apply.)
1.  Chapter 161, Beach and Shore Preservationxe "Preservation".  The intent of the coastal construction permit program established by this chapter is to regulate construction projects located seaward of the line of mean high water and which might have an effectxe "Effect" on natural shoreline processes.

Response:  The proposed plans and information will be submitted to the state in compliance with this chapter.
2.  Chapters 163(part II), 186, and 187,  County, Municipal, Statexe "State" and Regional Planning.  These chapters establish the Local Comprehensive Plans, the Strategic Regional Policy Plans, and the Statexe "State" Comprehensive Plan (SCP).  The SCP sets goals that articulate a strategic vision of the State's future.  It's purpose is to define in a broad sense, goals, and policies that provide decision-makers directions for the future and provide long-range guidance for an orderly social, economic and physical growth.

Response:  The proposed project has been coordinated with various Federalxe "Federal", Statexe "State" and local agencies during the planning process.  The project meets the primary goal of the State Comprehensive Plan through preservation and protection of the shorefront development and infrastructurexe "Infrastructure".
3.  Chapter 252, Disaster Preparation, Response and Mitigationxe "Mitigation".  This chapter creates a state emergency management agency, with the authority to provide for the common defense; to protect the public peace, health and safetyxe "Safety"; and to preserve the lives and property of the people of Florida.  

Response:  The proposed project involves the placing of beach compatible material onto an eroding beach as a protective means for residents, development and infrastructurexe "Infrastructure" located along the Atlantic [Gulf] shoreline within _______ Countyxe "County".  Therefore, this project would be consistent with the efforts of Division of Emergency Management.
4.  Chapter 253, Statexe "State" Lands.  This chapter governs the management of submerged state lands and resourcesxe "Resources" within state lands.  This includes archeologicalxe "Archeological" and historical resources; water resources; fishxe "Fish" and wildlifexe "Wildlife" resources; beaches and dunesxe "Dunes"; submerged grass beds and other benthicxe "Benthic" communities;  swamps, marshes and other wetlands; mineral resources; uniquexe "Unique" natural features; submerged lands; spoil islands; and artificial reefxe "Artificial Reef"

xe "Reef"s.  

Response:  The proposed beach nourishmentxe "Nourishment" would create increased recreational beach and potential sea turtlexe "Turtle" nestingxe "Sea Turtle Nesting"

xe "Nesting" habitatxe "Habitat".  No seagrassxe "Sea Grass" beds are located within the area proposed to receive fill.  The proposed project would comply with the intent of this chapter.
5.  Chapters 253, 259, 260, and 375,  Land Acquisition.  This chapter authorizes the state to acquire land to protect environmentally sensitive areas.

Response:  Since the affected property already is in public ownership, this chapter does not apply.
6.  Chapter 258, Statexe "State" Parks and Aquatic Preserves.  This chapter authorizes the state to manage state parks and preserves.  Consistency with this statute would include consideration of projects that would directly or indirectly adversely impactxe "Impact" park property, natural resourcesxe "Resources", park programs, management or operations.

Response: The proposed project area does not contain any state parks or aquatic preserves nor are there any within the immediate vicinity of the project that would be affected.  The project is consistent with this chapter.
7.  Chapter 267, Historicxe "Historic" Preservationxe "Historic Preservation"

xe "Preservation".  This chapter establishes the procedures for implementing the Florida Historic Resources Act responsibilities.

Response:  This project has been coordinated with the Statexe "State" Historicxe "Historic" Preservationxe "State Historic Preservation"

xe "Historic Preservation"

xe "Preservation" Officer (SHPOxe "SHPO").  Historic Property investigations were conducted in the project area.  An archival and literature search, in addition to a magnetometer survey of the proposed borrow areaxe "Borrow Area" were conducted. The SHPO concurred with the Corps determination that the proposed project will not adversely affect any significant cultural or historic resourcesxe "Resources".  The project will be consistent with the goals of this chapter.
8.  Chapter 288, Economicxe "Economic" Development and Tourism.  This chapter directs the state to provide guidance and promotion of beneficial development through encouraging economic diversification and promoting tourism.

Response:  The proposed beach nourishmentxe "Nourishment" would provide more space for recreationxe "Recreation" and the protection of recreational facilities along the receiving beach.  This would be compatible with tourism for this area and therefore, is consistent with the goals of this chapter.
9.  Chapters 334 and 339, Transportation.  This chapter authorizes the planning and development of a safe balanced and efficient transportation system.  

Response:  No public transportation systems would be impacted by this project.
10.  Chapter 370, Saltwater Living Resourcesxe "Resources".  This chapter directs the state to preserve, manage and protect the marine, crustacean, shell and anadromous fishery resourcesxe "Resources" in state waters; to protect and enhancexe "Enhance" the marine and estuarine environment; to regulate fishermen and vessels of the state engaged in the taking of such resources within or without state waters; to issue licenses for the taking and processing products of fisheries; to secure and maintain statistical records of the catch of each such species; and, to conduct scientific, economic, and other studies and research.

Response:   The proposed beach fill may represent a temporary short-term impactxe "Impact" to infaunal invertebrates by burying these organisms.  However, these organisms are highly adapted to the periodic burial by sand in the intertidal zone.  These organisms are highly fecund and are expected to return to pre-construction levels within 6 months to one year after construction. Nourishment activities would not be performed during the main part of the sea turtle nesting season.  It is not expected that sea turtles would be significantly impacted by this project.  Based on the overall impacts of the project, the project is consistent with the goals of this chapter.
11.  Chapter 372, Living Land and Freshwater Resourcesxe "Resources".  This chapter establishes the Game and Freshwater Fish Commission and directs it to manage freshwater aquatic life and wild animal life and their habitatxe "Habitat" to perpetuate a diversity of species with densities and distributions which provide sustained ecological, recreational, scientific, educational, aesthetic, and economic benefits.

Response:  The project will have no effectxe "Effect" on freshwater aquatic life or wild animal life.
12.  Chapter 373, Water Resourcesxe "Water Resources"

xe "Resources".  This chapter provides the authority to regulate the withdrawal, diversion, storage, and consumption of water.

Response:  This project does not involve water resourcesxe "Resources" as described by this chapter.
13.  Chapter 376, Pollutant Spill Prevention and Control.  This chapter regulates the transferxe "Transfer", storage, and transportation of pollutants and the cleanup of pollutant discharges.

Response:  The contract specifications will prohibit the contractor from dumping oilxe "Oil", fuel, or hazardousxe "Hazardous" wastes in the work area and will require that the contractor adopt safe and sanitary measures for the disposal of solid wastexe "Solid Waste"s.  A spill prevention plan will be required.
14.  Chapter 377, Oil and Gas Exploration and Production.  This chapter authorizes the regulation of all phases of exploration, drilling, and production of oilxe "Oil", gas, and other petroleumxe "Petroleum" products.

Response:  This project does not involve the exploration, drilling or production of gas, oilxe "Oil" or petroleumxe "Petroleum" product and therefore, this chapter does not apply.  

15.  Chapter 380, Environmental Land and Water Management.  This chapter establishes criteria and procedures to assure that local land development decisions consider the regional impactxe "Impact" nature of proposed large-scale development.  This chapter also deals with the Area of Critical State Concern program and the Coastal Infrastructure Policy.

Response:  The proposed renourishmentxe "Renourishment" project will not have any regional impactxe "Impact" on resourcesxe "Resources" in the area.  Therefore, the project is consistent with the goals of this chapter.
16.  Chapters 381 (selected subsections on on-site sewage treatment and disposal systems) and 388 (Mosquito/Arthropod Control).  Chapter 388 provides for a comprehensive approach for abatement or suppression of mosquitoes and other pest arthropods within the state.

Response:  The project will not further the propagation of mosquitoes or other pest arthropods.
17.  Chapter 403, Environmental Control.  This chapter authorizes the regulation of pollution of the air and waters of the state by the Florida Department of Environmental Regulation (now a part of the Florida Department of Environmental Protection).

Response:  A Final Environmental Impactxe "Impact" Statement addressing project impacts has been prepared and will be reviewed by the appropriate resource agencies including the Florida Department of Environmental Protection.  Environmental protection measures will be implemented to ensure that no lasting adverse effects on water quality, air qualityxe "Air Quality", or other environmental resourcesxe "Resources" will occur.  Water Quality Certificationxe "Water Quality Certification" will be sought from the Statexe "State" prior to construction.  The project complies with the intent of this chapter.
18.  Chapter 582, Soil and Water Conservation.  This chapter establishes policy for the conservation of the state soil and water through the Department of Agriculture.  Land use policies will be evaluated in terms of their tendency to cause or contribute to soil erosionxe "Erosion" or to conserve, develop, and utilize soil and water resourcesxe "Resources" both onsite or in adjoining properties affected by the project.  Particular attention will be given to projects on or near agricultural lands.

Response:  The proposed project is not located near or on agricultural lands; therefore, this chapter does not apply.
APPENDIX C - PERTINENT CORRESPONDENCE

[Place in this appendix: 1) copies of any notices or mailings, 2) copy of mailing list,  3) any other notices and transcripts or minutes of any public meetings, and 3) copy of all correspondence on the EA.]

[A copy of any Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act report may be included in Appendix C or as a separate Appendix.  Other reports, mitigation plans, monitoring plans, state permits, other authorizations, etc. may be included as separate appendices.]

[DO NOT INCLUDE COMMONLY AVAILABLE REFERENCES or other materials which are more appropriately considered references rather than a supporting appendix to the EA.] TA \l "PERTINENT CORRESPONDENCE" \s "PERTINENT CORRESPONDENCE" \c 1 
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This appendix documents the technical data, definitions, and methods for assessing the cumulative impacts.  The definitions and methods are taken largely from the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) publication "Considering Cumulative Effects Under the National Environmental Policy Act" 1997 

(http://ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/nepanet.htm).  The following describes the methods, rationale, and results of the Cumulative Effects Assessment for the proposed action and alternatives in terms of the 11 steps identified by CEQ.

1.  Significant Cumulative Effects Issues and the Assessment Goals. [methods, rationale, and results]

2.  Geographic Scope.  [Describe the geographic scope and why it is appropriate (methods, rationale, and results).  Note that different effected resources may have different geographic scopes of impact (see table X in the Section of the EA or EIS on cumulative effects).]

3.  Time Frame.  [Describe the time frame and explain why the time frame was selected (methods, rationale, and results).  Time frame into the future would not go to the point of shear speculation or to the point at which prediction would be too unreliable.  Like geographic scope, the time frame could be different for different resources.]

4.  Other Actions Affecting the Resources, Ecosystems, and Human Communities. (methods, rationale, and results)

5.  Response of Resources to Change and Stress. (methods, rationale, and results)

6.  Stresses Effecting the Resources and Thresholds.  (methods, rationale, and results)

7.  Baseline Condition.  [This is the past condition at the beginning of the time frame selected.  This is not necessarily the pristine condition (see http://www.epa.gov/Compliance/resources/policies/nepa/cumulative.pdf). (methods, rationale, and results)]

8.  Cause and Effect Relationships.  (methods, rationale, and results)

9.  Magnitude and Significance [relative to regulatory or other threshold(s)] of Cumulative Effects.  (methods, rationale, and results)

10.  Mitigation of Significant Cumulative Effects.  (methods, rationale, and results)

11.  Monitoring and Management.  (methods, rationale, and results)

TOOLS.  The above CEQ reference also identifies 11 methods or tools for analyzing cumulative effects:  

1.  Questionnaires, Interview, and Panels

2.  Checklists

3.  Matrices

4.  Networks and System Diagrams

5.  Modeling

6.  Trends Analysis

7.  Overlay Mapping and GIS

8.  Carrying Capacity Analysis

9.  Ecosystem Analysis

10.  Economic Impact Analysis

11.  Social Impact Analysis

Be Creative!  

Keep it clear, organized, simple, and easy for the reader or Federal judge!
INDEX

YOU MAY USE THIS EXAMPLE INDEX IN YOUR EA.  IT WILL AUTOMATICALLY UPDATE AND APPLY TO YOUR EA WHEN YOU PRINT IT OR “UPDATE THE INDEX FIELD”.

TO INSERT AN AUTOMATICALLY MARKING INDEX YOU WILL NEED A CONCORDANCE FILE.  A CONCORDANCE FILE SHOULD CONTAIN WORDS THAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO APPEAR IN THE INDEX.  AFTER CREATING A CONCORDANCE FILE (OR USE THE EXAMPLE BELOW), GO TO WHERE YOU WANT THE INDEX IN THE DOCUMENT,  CHOOSE INSERT, INDEX AND TABLES, THE INDEX TAB, CHOOSE  AUTOMARK, ENTER YOUR CONCORDANCE FILE LOCATION, OK, OK.  AGAIN GO TO WHERE YOU WANT THE INDEX IN THE DOCUMENT, CHOOSE INSERT, INDEX AND TABLES, THE INDEX TAB, CHOOSE THE STYLE, ETC THAT YOU WANT AND THEN HIT OK., THIS WILL GENERATE THE INDEX.  

EXAMPLE CONCORDANCE FILE = L:\GROUP\PDE\EXAMPLES\CONCORD.DOC

IF YOU WANT A DIFFERENT STYLE OF INDEX (FOR EXAMPLE, MORE COLUMNS, DIFFERENT FONT, ETC.) IT CAN BE EDITED IN THE INDEX TAB.

YOU CAN ALSO MARK MAJOR HEADINGS FOR INCLUSION INTO THE INDEX (REQUIRED FOR EAs AND DONE FOR THIS EXAMPLE INDEX AND EA).  TO DO THIS, HIGHLIGHT TEXT OR HEADING TO BE REFERENCED IN THE INDEX.  CLICK ON “INSERT” THEN “INDEX AND TABLES” (SHORTCUT KEY = SHIFT+ALT+x).  ON THE “Index” TAB, SELECT MARK ENTRY AND THEN SELECT “MARK” AND “CLOSE.”  THE SELECTION IS NOW MARKED FOR INCLUSION IN THE INDEX.

MAJOR HEADINGS IN THIS MASTER DOCUMENT ARE ALREADY MARKED FOR YOUR USE.  ITEMS HAVE ALSO BEEN MARKED USING THE EXAMPLE CONCORDANCE FILE.

TO VIEW OR EDIT MARKING FOR TEXT TO BE INCLUDED IN THE INDEX OR TABLE OF CONTENTS CLICK ON THE “¶” ICON ON THE MENU BAR NEAR THE TOP OF YOUR SCREEN (ASSUMING THE MENU BAR IS TURNED ON).

MS_Word 2000 Users

1.  To manually select/mark Index Entry in the document, highlight word or phrase for listing in the index


Shift+Alt+x



Select "Mark" or "Mark All"

2.  To Automatically mark index entries using a concordance file (use Auto Mark when generating the index.  See item 3 below.)

3.  To generate the index


   Turn Off the Show/Hide button



Make sure all page numbering of all sections is correct




Put cursor at desired location to insert the index




Insert





Index and Tables






Index (you can select an index style and Auto Mark)







Auto Mark








Browse and select the name of the








concordance file (provided in the 








example or template documents)









OK

4.  To delete Index marks from selected text (i.e. a manually created Table of Contents)


   Select/highlight the text to delete index entries from



Turn on Show/Hide button




Edit





Replace " XE " (spaceXEspace) with null






Replace All







"No" to avoid deleting from the rest of the document

5.  To update the index if page numbers change (Make sure the Show/Hide button is off)


Right click mouse in the index then "Update Field"


or in print menu box select "options" then check "update fields" (all fields update upon printing the document) 

DELETE THESE INSTRUCTIONS WHEN USING THIS MASTER TO CREATE YOUR EA.
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Overcut Along the Sides (=B+C)





Material from side above (A) would slough down to more or less fill the overcut





Overdepth = required + allowable





(and Mixing)
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