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Business Council Members
Billy Cypress, Chairman

Jasper Nelson, Ass't. Chainnan
Max Billie, Treasurer

Andrew Bert Sr., Secretary

William M. Osceola, Lawmaker

August 16, 2006

Col. Patu Grosskruger
Department of the AImy, Corps of Engineers
Jacksonville District
P.O. Box 4970
Jacksonville, FL 32232~OO 19

Dear Col. Grosskruger:

The Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida is curious as to why the S-12A, S-343A, and S-343B
gate structures remain closed. It is August, the Cape Sable Seaside Sparrow quit nesting a long
time ago, and water is starting to accumulate in Water Conservation Area 3-A. Hurricane season
is upon us. We could experience a hurricane with torrential downpours at any time, yet these
structures remain closed. The reason for our concern on this matter is there are cultural sites that
are located south of these gate structures in the National Park System. Tribal members are
unable to access these areas until there is sufficient water to operate an airboat safely. We also
see that 8-333 is open sending water east. After sparrow nesting season, the S-12A should be
opened when any of the other gates, S-12B, S-12C, S-12D, and 8-333, are open so that we will
be able to visit these cultural sites. Therefore, on behalf of the Miccosukee Tribe, I request that
the S-12A gate structure be opened now in order for Tribal Members to visit cultural sites located
in the National Park System safely in their airboats. I further request that this be done every year
after sparrow nesting season whenever any of the other gate structures that let water flow from
Water Conservation Area 3~A

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance. Please contact Mr. Steve Terry of my staff at the
below number, Ext. 2243, if you require additional information.

Sincerely,

'~1-
Billy Cypress
Tribal Chainnan

PC: Carol Wehle, South Florida Water Management District
Steve Terry, Land Resources Manager

P.O. Box 440021, Tamiami Station, Miami, Honda 33144, (305) 223-8380, fax (305) 559-6653
Constitution Approved by the Secretary of the Interior, January I I, 1962
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