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ON THE COVER:  Regulatory 
Division’s interactive avatar will 
“talk” users through the permitting 
process. (Click on the computer 
screen for a preview) (Photo by 
David Kimery)

Regulatory Chief David Hobbie talks to the more than 100 attendees at the 
Regulatory Road Show in Ft. Myers, Fla. Sept. 22. (USACE photo)

Regulatory Division’s John Palmer (left) and Edgar Garcia 
(right) demonstrate the new Web-based avatar at the Regulatory 
road show in Puerto Rico. (USACE photo)
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Navigating through the federal permit process used to be an 
overwhelming, confusing and cumbersome task, resulting in 
incomplete or inadequate applications, the need for extensive 
consultation and coordination and inordinately long decision 
times, according to Regulatory Division Chief David Hobbie. Those 
days appear to be over, thanks to a series of initiatives taken by 
Jacksonville District’s Regulatory Division team that are setting new 
standards across the Corps. 

The initiatives were highlighted during a month-long “Regulatory 
Road Show” that visited eight cities throughout the district, 
attracting a total of about 600 participants. “We had an opportunity 
to highlight the improvements we have made over the last two years; 
more importantly, we were able to roll out our newest initiatives that 
will make a real difference for the public and in our ability to better 
serve them,” said Hobbie.

Readily apparent and most visible to the public is Regulatory 
Division’s new Web site, which was launched at the end of August, 
just before the road shows began.  Work on revamping the site began 
with a total overhaul of all of the content on hundreds of Web pages.  
“This huge undertaking required a concentrated team effort, and our 
entire team worked hard to make it happen,” Hobbie said. 

First, material was organized into a Regulatory Program 
Sourcebook, complete with an index that is linked to take users 
directly to the information needed. From types of permits to 
wetlands identification; from special considerations such as essential 
fish habitat and Intracoastal Waterway dock setbacks to wetland 
mitigation and permit decision appeals, information is now easier to 
find. The sourcebook places it right at the user’s fingertips. 

Quick links are provided in a separate section of the opening page 
of the site, to take users directly to public notices, to an application 

Public service is foundation for Regulatory’s outreach program

Story by  Nancy Sticht
that allows them to check the status of permit applications and to a 
listing of Regulatory offices throughout the district. A media center 
provides a series of instructional and stakeholder videos, offered in 
both English and Spanish, as well as brochures and photos. But the 
most significant innovation came in the form of an idea that was 
seemingly a whim. 

“I was sitting in my office one day when David [Hobbie] walked by 
and called out that he wanted an avatar on the new Web site,” said 
Kelly Unger, Regulatory Division outreach specialist. “I immediately 
started ‘Googling’ avatar to find out what it was!” Simply put, an 
avatar is a graphical image that represents a person. Hobbie’s idea was 
to have an interactive avatar on the Web site that would help permit 
applicants walk through the application process. 

After months of brainstorming, organizing, scripting, filming and 
technical and graphical artistry, the Jacksonville District Regulatory 
Division avatar, “Annie,” was born. “The result is eye-catching 
and compelling” said Kelly Finch, Regulatory Division outreach 
specialist. Annie welcomes users and offers a tour of the Web page, 
directing users to one of four sets of instructions that provide specific 
information and instructions for permit applications for developers, 
single family residences, single family docks and marinas. 

“Incorporating the avatar into our Web site provided one more 
avenue for us to reach users on many different learning levels,” 
explained Finch. Users can choose whether to listen to the avatar, 
watch an explanatory video, read along on the Web page, complete a 
permit application on line and/or download and print a paper copy of 
an application to follow along as the avatar explains.     

Throughout the process, the mailing address and phone number of 
the appropriate Regulatory Office is displayed on the screen, enabling 
users to call if they have a question not addressed on the Web site 
and to mail their application to the correct office once completed and 
printed. 

The new Web site and avatar have drawn rave reviews from other 
Regulatory offices across the country. Corps headquarters has added 
an avatar that points users to a directory to find their local Regulatory 
office. Finch and Unger have traveled to Washington, D.C., South 

(continues on page 9)

http://www.saj.usace.army.mil/Divisions/Regulatory/avatar_demo/


Taking part in the FSBPA annual conference are, from left, Jacksonville 
District Commander, Col. Al Pantano, U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, FSBPA 
President Debbie Flack and longtime beach advocate, attorney Arthur 
“Buddy” Jacobs, of Fernandina Beach. (Photo by David Kimery)

A sunny day at Jacksonville Beach, Fla. At the annual Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association Conference, Jacksonville District 
Commander Col. Al Pantano said Florida has the best shoreline in the world. (Photo by David Kimery)
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Florida has the best shoreline in the world according to Col. Al 
Pantano, Jacksonville District commander and keynote speaker 
at the annual Florida Shore and Beach Preservation Association 
Conference held Sept. 17 and 18 at Amelia Island.

“People are passionate about beaches,” he said.  “Corps 
employees are passionate, the public is passionate, our elected 
representatives are passionate and my own nine-year-old son is 
passionate about this topic.  I get it,” he added to the crowd of 
about 150.

The Jacksonville District Coastal Navigation Branch is 
responsible for beach renourishment for 125 miles of shoreline 
in Florida.  The annual conference affords team members of this 
branch, and beach lovers from all walks of life, an opportunity to 
both learn and share. In addition to Pantano, Matthew Schrader, 
coastal engineer, gave a presentation on a study entitled, “St. Johns 
Regional Sediment Management” and Brian Blake, senior cost 
engineering technician, received the first-ever Richard E. Bonner 
Award at the conference’s annual banquet. The award is named 
for the Jacksonville District’s former deputy district engineer 
for project management. Blake was cited for outstanding service 
by an individual representing the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

“The Corps’ primary involvement surrounds protecting property 
from flood and storm damage,” said Pantano.  “We currently have 
shore protection projects ongoing in 16 counties. These projects 
benefit recreation, wildlife habitat, property protection and the 
economy.”

He told the crowd that in May, the Jacksonville District was 
honored along with its sponsors when the American Shore and 
Beach Preservation Association named the Duval County Beach 
Project one of the seven best beaches in the nation.

Pantano assured those attending that the Jacksonville District 
strives for environmental sustainability and recognizes the 
interdependence of life and our physical environment. He vowed 
the district will continue to assess and mitigate for cumulative 
impacts to the environment, including sea turtles.

Pantano emphasized the importance of sharing knowledge and 
listening to and learning from each other to include stakeholders, 
sponsors and the Corps alike.

“Our construction plans in the year, 2010 include six projects in 
Brevard, Pinellas, St. Johns, Dade and Duval counties,” he said. “In 
2009, we completed beach construction in Nassau and St. Lucie 
counties and have ongoing feasibility studies in St. Johns and 
Flagler counties,” he added. “After 2010, our beach renourishment 
projects will be contingent upon the funding we receive.”

Pantano also made it a point to explain about the study of 
“cutting-edge technologies” of beach stabilization now being 
carried out at the Corps’ Engineer Research and Development 
Center in Vicksburg, MS. On Jacksonville District projects, that 
technology includes the use of concrete reef balls and different 
types of breakwaters. Reef balls are hollow six-foot-tall balls made 
of concrete with holes in them, which are sunk offshore in hopes of 
diffusing wave action. 

“Like I said before, I get it,” said Pantano. “Florida’s beaches 
are a treasure we must continue to protect for future generations. 
The Jacksonville District will continue to take beach protection 
seriously,” he said. s

Commander says Florida has 
best beaches in the world
Story by  Barry Vorse



Corps’ regulator Jack Dunphy, is 
the new president of the District’s 
Toastmasters Club. (Photo by Nakeir 
Nobles)

The Dredge Wilco (left) pumps dredged material from the Ponce de Leon Inlet in the tidal zone on the beach. The pipe was buried for almost half of a 
mile, minimizing disruption to recreation and protecting turtles. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District project was partially funded 
by American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. Dredging has enabled the Coast Guard to safely navigate the channel. (Photo by Terry Hines-Smith)
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District’s Toastmasters Club elects new president

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Jacksonville District recently 
announced that the Ponce de Leon Inlet dredging project is complete, 
restoring safe navigation of the small channel for the U.S. Coast 
Guard and other mariners.

The $1.9 million project, which was funded in part through the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Program, began Sept. 2.  
Govcon, Inc. of Norman, Okla. removed approximately 150,000 cubic 
yards of material to maintain federally-authorized channel depths and 
ensure safe navigation.  Ponce de Leon Inlet is located north of New 
Smyrna Beach and south of Daytona.

Since the early 1980s, the U.S. Coast Guard has documented 496 
vessel groundings, 147 capsized vessels and 20 lives lost in the vicinity 
of the inlet. According to U.S. Coast Guard Senior Chief Michael 
Jensen of the Ponce Inlet station, shoaling, or the buildup of sand and 
sediment underwater, had impacted their search and rescue missions.

“The last maintenance dredging event of the inlet was done by the 
Corps in 2005, following hurricane activity in 2004 and 2005,” said 
Jason Spinning, project manager. 

Members of the district’s Castle.com Toastmasters Club, an 
organization that allows members to develop communication and 
leadership skills, has elected Jack Dunphy as its new president.

After 34 years of service, Dunphy, a Corps regulator, retired from 
the U.S. Coast Guard in 2008.  Working in maritime homeland 
security planning while in the Coast Guard, Dunphy did not have a 
lot of speaking engagements. “I set up booths and talked about the 
Coast Guard,” he said.

Having enjoyed public speaking for many years, Dunphy says he 
joined the Toastmasters organization because he wanted to perfect 
his speaking skills. “I wanted to be able to slow down and speak 
without running my words together.” 

Dunphy has been a member of Toastmasters for three years 
and has worked hard to obtain some personal goals.  “I fulfilled 
my original goal of earning the Competent Communicator and 

Competent Leader in 2008. 
My next immediate goal is 
to complete my Advanced 
Communicator Bronze,” he said.

“Toastmasters has impacted my 
life.  I am experiencing the pride 
of setting and accomplishing 
goals,” Dunphy said.

The district’s Toastmasters 
Club is a nonprofit organization 
that teaches communication and leadership skills in a fun supportive 
environment.  Meetings are held the first and third Wednesday of the 
month.  Employees interested in joining the organization can contact 
Shauna Allen, the vice president of membership or attend meetings to 
find out what Toastmasters has to offer.  s

Story by Terry Hines-Smith

Ponce De Leon Inlet Dredging Project complete
Safe navigation restored for Coast Guard and others

The Cutterhead Dredge Wilco pumped sediment and sand that 
had accumulated in the channel onto the beach approximately 200 
to 300 feet north of the north jetty, below the Mean High Water 
Line, through a pipeline that was buried on the beach.  This disposal 
option minimized impact on the community, beach users and the 
environment, including turtles and other local species.  In fact, one 
turtle nest hatched during the project and the turtles safely returned 
to the ocean. 

“By awarding this contract to a qualified small business, and 
through completion of maintenance dredging that has now provided 
safe navigation for channel users, the Corps has met the intent of 
the Recovery program,” said Michael A. Ornella, Recovery Program 
Manager.  “We’ve put people to work and are helping to support the 
local economy.  Equally as important is that the channel is now safer, 
which is a top priority for the Corps, project sponsor Ponce de Leon 
Port Authority and the Coast Guard.” s

Story by Nakeir Nobles







Dam Safety professionals from across the country attended a field 
trip to Herbert Hoover Dike construction sites recently. Here, a Bauer 
Foundation project engineer explains how Bauer installs an 80-foot 
cutoff wall into the dike. (Photo by Susan Jackson)

Members of the Upper St. Johns River Basin Project with the International Riverfoundation’s Theiss Riverprize Award. (Photo by David Kimery)
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square-mile lake first hand, some were awed by the Corps’ challenges 
ahead.    

“The conference was confirmation that what we are doing in 
regard to public safety is correct – but we still have a lot to do,” said 
District Dam Safety Program manager Brent Trauger. “Preparing 
good emergency action plans and exercising those plans through 
evacuation scenarios is one of the best ways to prevent loss of life if a 
dam should fail.”  

During the conference, Jacksonville District’s Lori Hadley, 
Coastal Branch engineer, also presented the ‘South Florida Reservoir 
Alternative Embankment Study’ and the challenges of applying 
coastal engineering principals to inland reservoirs. 

Other conference highlights included the Second Annual National 
Security Forum and a variety of ‘Soapbox Sessions’ designed to 
generate interaction and the sharing of ideas on topics of special 
interest to the dam safety community. Many Corps representatives 
from other districts and Corps headquarters also led project and 
program sessions and provided papers on their topics.  s

(continued from page 6)

Upper St. Johns River Basin Project receives prestigious award

Story by Nakeir Nobles
A Jacksonville District project which was formally awarded the 

Australian-based International Riverfoundation’s Thiess Riverprize 
Award in 2008, was presented with the accompanying trophy Sept 16, 
at the Corps’ Jacksonville office.

Maurice Sterling, project management director of the St. Johns 
River Water Management District (SJRWMD), the Corps’ co-
sponsor for the project, presented the award.  “This award is one the 
team can be extraordinarily proud of.  This is over three decades in our 
partnership history and is a case of the government doing something 
right,” Sterling said.  “There were speed bumps along the way but we 
were able to iron them out and come out with a good product for our 
partnership,” he said.

Lt. Col. Nathaniel Rainey who received the award on behalf of the 
District team said he felt as if he had just won the Super bowl.  “This 
is a really special award.  We are so proud of the relationship with 
the St. Johns River Water Management District.  The St. Johns is our 
river, it supports our community and we live in its basin which is 
part of our geography. This project demonstrates partnerships and 
team work at its best.  Our Corps employees are exceptional and our 
relationship with the St. Johns River Water Management District was 
key to the success of the project.  The Corps is eager to expand what 
is already a great working relationship with the St. Johns River Water 
Management District.”

The original project managers Mike Ornella and Sterling worked 
with many employees during the project’s 30-year span. District 
team members included civil engineers Steve Barth, Martin Falmlen, 
Ryan Grove, Justin Grover, Tim Gysan, Samir Itani, Allan Morris, 
Michael Presly, Michael Rannie, Ali Rezaie and David Shiver, Michael 
Viessman, Earl Wagner, Olice Williams, Paul Stroup and John Zediak; 
engineering technician Michael Boe; environmental engineer Ivan 
Acosta; biologists Cathy Byrd, Natalie Garrett and Eric Summa; 
contracting specialists Dolly Colwell, Karla Garcia, and Ann Mays; 
contracting officers Ed Dias, Jesse Lugo, and Griselle Gonzalez; 
hydraulic engineers Thomas Crafton, Steve Weston and Robert 
Tucker; geotechnical engineer Sam Hutsell; structural engineer Jim 
Mangold; archeologist David McCullough; area engineer Russ Tolle; 
construction inspection technician Donald Stephens; and project 
managers Mike Ornella, Steven Robinson, Pete Milam and Nelson 
Acosta.

According to Professor Paul Greenfield, the Riverprize Judging 
Panel Chair, the St. Johns River Basin Project is a large wetlands 
restoration initiative which addresses environmental degradation 
and flood control in the headwater region of the St. Johns River.  It 
is one of the largest river restoration projects in the United States 
and has been a 30-year collaboration between state and federal water 

(continues on page 13)



Regulatory Division Project Manager Jose Cedeno-Maldonado facilitates the 
federal partnering break out session during the Regulatory road show in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico, Sept. 3. (USACE photo)
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Liabilities associated with floods and levees have caused 
engineering firms to turn down jobs that could result in 
liabilities, Harder said, and some states and agencies are 
now reluctant to build new flood projects and programs 
for fear of acquiring new liability.  

From land-use planning committees and developers 
to individual homeowners, people everywhere should 
understand the risks of living near a levee and take 
responsibility for their actions.  

“We’re not just looking at structural solutions, but non-
structural ones,” said committee member Don Basham. 
“It may be better to buy out those three or four blocks of 
homes than to build a higher, better levee behind which 
even more people will move. Then we’re right back where 
we started concerning risks.” 

“The committee concluded that we are at a critical 
juncture in our nation’s history with a burgeoning growth 
of flood risk to people and infrastructure as a result of 
more than 100 years of inattention to our levee systems,” 
Harder said.  

Committee members believe state dam safety program 
officials will have lead roles in establishing the proposed 
levee program. 

The ASDSO formed a working group to monitor the 
issue and to help the national committee develop a 
proposed policy regarding levee safety. Other partners 
working in concert to develop a national levee safety 
program are the Association of State Floodplain Managers 
and the National Association of Flood and Stormwater 
Management Agencies.   s

(continued from page 6)

Hurricane flood damage at the Belle Glade Experiment Station. To 
read about the storm and the devastation it caused, visit the National 
Weather Services’ Memorial Web page for the 1928 Okeechobee 
Hurricane at www.srh.noaa.gov/mfl/?n=okeechobee. (USACE photo)

Atlantic Division, Northwest Division and Alaska, Seattle and Portland 
Districts to discuss Regulatory outreach efforts, including the Web site 
features and road shows. Representatives from Seattle, Portland and Kansas 
City Districts also attended the road shows to see first hand how to do a 
road show and witness the interaction with  the public and other agencies. 
The Web tools were also demonstrated for the new Assistant Secretary of 
the Army (Civil Works) Jo-Ellen Darcy following the final road show in 
Orlando.  

In response to requests from the public, this year’s road shows traveled 
for the first time to Mayaguez, Puerto Rico; St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands; 
and Orlando, Fla. Return visits were made to San Juan, Puerto Rico as 
well as Florida cities Jacksonville, Panama City, Fort Myers and Fort 
Lauderdale. Each stop included the Web site demonstration session and 
a breakout session addressing streamlining permit decisions that featured 
a panel of representatives from the Corps as well as federal partners U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
National Marine Fisheries Service. Hobbie opened each session with a 
presentation and conducted several small-group question-and-answer 
sessions to close out each day. Regulatory team members at each location 
gave presentations and worked the registration table.

“It’s important for the public to be able to put a face on the Corps,” 
said Hobbie. “Personalizing each road show with our local teams helps to 
strengthen our relationships with the public we serve.” 

And that, too, is the idea behind the avatar. Personalizing instructions 
for specific permits, anticipating questions before they are asked, enabling 
applicants to select the learning method that best suits them and walking 
them through the process is how Jacksonville District’s Regulatory Division 
is reaching out and improving service. And by all accounts, from feedback 
from other districts and from road show attendees, the outreach program 
and the process improvements have been well-received.

Coming up next: a Spanish language version of the avatar and a 
workshop in January, open to all Corps districts that want to learn how to 
enhance their Regulatory outreach efforts. s

For a recap of the 2009 road shows, visit the district’s Web site at:
www.saj.usace.army.mil

For photos and videos, visit the JaxStrong social media sites:    

On Facebook:  www.facebook.com/JaxStrong 
On YouTube:  www.youtube.com/JaxStrong 
On Twitter:  www.twitter.com/JaxStrong 
On Flickr:  www.flickr.com/photos/JaxStrong

(continued from page 3)



Col. Alfred Pantano with South Puerto Rico team members at the observation 
deck during his inspection visit to the Portugues-Bucana project in Ponce, 
Puerto Rico. (USACE photo)

From left, Captain Skip Turner, Jonathan Shelhamer, Matthew Staley and 
Anthony Maze. (USACE photos)
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Col. Alfred Pantano, district commander, paid his first visit 
to the Antilles in September, meeting with employees and 
local officials and touring project sites in Puerto Rico. “After 
spending three days on the island, I now fully understand 
why all of you are so proud of the work you do here and the 
benefits we in the Corps provide to the people of Puerto 
Rico,” said Col. Alfred Pantano, district commander, during 
his first visit to the island. 

Jose M. Rosado, deputy district engineer, and his team 
briefed Pantano on Antilles programs, projects and issues. At 
the San Juan and Ponce offices, Pantano held informal town 
hall meetings with team members. He talked about his family, 
his military career, his managerial philosophy and how he 
balances work and family life. 

Pantano met with several Puerto Rico government and 
federal officials, including the governor’s assistant for 
infrastructure;  Daniel Galan, secretary, Department of 
Natural and Environmental Resources and the Corps’ main 
sponsor; and the mayor of Ponce.  He also visited Veterans 
Administration Hospital, where he took time to visit and give 
commander’s coins to several wounded Servicemen, with 
thanks for their service. 

At the Portugues Dam site in Ponce, Pantano observed the 
ongoing construction at the $180 million Portugues single-

Pantano visits Antilles Office
Story by Elsa Jimenez

centered Roller Compacted Concrete (RCC) thick arch dam. Pablo 
Vazquez, south Puerto Rico resident engineer described project status, 
challenges and timetable, and the use of the project as a training ground 
for young professionals from across the Corps. He explained that when 
complete, the community will enjoy the full benefits of flood damage 
reduction provided by the Portugues-Bucana project. s

Story by  Barry Vorse
Three Jacksonville District Operations Division employees and 

a surveyor on loan from Savannah District rescued a man and 
woman in the open sea near Key West Aug. 29 after their Jet Ski 
overturned.

 The boat’s captain, William (Skip) Turner, crewmen Jonathan 
Shelhamer and Matthew Staley, all of the Jacksonville District, 
and Anthony R. Maze, from Savannah District were performing 
survey operations near Key West Harbor. 

The crew noticed the couple shortly after lunch on the 
third day of their five-day surveying job. The survey was being 
conducted to determine the current status of the harbor bottom.

 The crew observed a capsized Jet Ski in the Key West 
main channel and a man and woman in the water nearby. The 
couple had become separated from the Jet Ski and had been 
unsuccessful at turning the craft upright.

“We quickly realized what was going on,” said Turner. “By the 
time we got to them, my crew had everything in the boat ready. 
We got the boat up next to them and I put Jonathan into the 
water to help them.”

“To be honest with you, my 25 years in the Coast Guard and all 
my training kicked in and it became normal operations. I’ve done 
this hundreds and hundreds of times. Everyone on that boat had 

Corps employees rescue couple 
near Key West

military training and it kicked in for all of us. We got their Jet Ski 
upright and started. We had done our job.”

According to Turner, the man was in a state of panic and did not 
know how to swim, but was wearing a personal flotation device. 
Both the man and the woman were having difficulty staying afloat. 
The crew helped the couple to get the craft started and on their way 
back to the shore.  

“This type of action by our people does not surprise me in the 
least,” said Jacksonville District Operations Division Chief Jim 
Jeffords. “Our crews are properly trained and are always looking 
to help people. This was a veteran crew and you just knew that 
if something of an emergency nature would happen, they would 
respond in the right manner.” s 







For more information, visit www.dol.gov/odep
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cancer risk is very low for women in their 20s and gradually 
increases with age.  

Women should also be given information about breast self 
examination.  By doing the exam regularly, women get to know 
how their breast normally feel and can more readily detect any 
signs  or symptoms, if a change occurs, such as development of a 
lump or swelling. 

 The use of mammography, clinical breast examination, and 
breast self-examination, offers women the best opportunity for 
reducing the breast cancer death rate through early detection.  
This combined approach is clearly better than any one-
examination.  Although mammography is the most sensitive 
screening method, a small percentage of breast cancers do not 
show up on mammograms but can be felt by a woman or her 
doctor.

Diagnostic mammography is used to find breast disease in 
women who have a complaint or have had something abnormal 
found during a screening mammogram.  During a diagnostic 
mammogram, more pictures are taken to carefully study the 
area of concern.  Screening mammography – usually involves 
two x-ray pictures – is used to look for breast disease in women 
who are asymptomatic, that is, they appear to have no breast 
problems.  For some patients, such as women with breast 
implants, additional pictures may be needed to include as much 
breast tissue as possible.

Although breast x-rays have been performed for more than 70 
years, modern mammography has only existed since 1969.  Strict 
guidelines are in place to ensure that mammography equipment 
is safe and uses the lowest dose of radiation possible.

If you are a woman and age 40 or over, you should get a 
mammogram every year. s  

(continued from page 12)

The Corps’ Federal Fun League softball team, around 1978, pose for a 
group photo at Drew Park. (USACE historical photo)

Story by Nakeir Nobles

Mike Ornella, Corps of Engineers, and Maurice Sterling, St.Johns 
River Water Management District, hold the Theiss Riverprize sculpture 
awarded to the Upper St. Johns River Basin project for its innovative 
approaches in design and management. Ornella and Sterling were the 
original project managers, thirty years ago. (Photo by David Kimery)

(continued from page 8)
managers. The project uses innovative approaches in design and 
management to combine environmental benefits with flood control 
over 60 kilometers of river length and thousands of acres of floodplain. 
It covers a total of 247 square miles.

Sterling says the Riverprize is the largest privately funded money 
prize in the world, given to recognize innovative river management. 
The International Thiess Riverprize began as an initiative in 1999 to 
award best management practices for restoration and the sustainable 
preservation of rivers and waterways and has awarded more than 
$2 million to support the ongoing work of organizations in river 
restoration. s
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Mr. John M. McHugh was sworn in as the 21st Secretary 
of the Army Sept. 21, 2009, following his nomination by 
President Barack Obama and confirmation by the United 
States Senate. As Secretary of the Army, he has statutory 
responsibility for all matters relating to the United States 
Army: manpower, personnel, reserve affairs, installations, 
environmental issues, weapons systems and equipment 
acquisition, communications, and financial management. 
Secretary McHugh is responsible for the Department of 

the Army’s annual budget and supplemental of over $200 billion. He leads a work 
force of more than 1.1 million active duty, Army National Guard, and Army Reserve 
Soldiers, 221,000 Department of the Army civilian employees, and 213,000 contracted 
service personnel. He has stewardship over 14 million acres of land.

Ms. Jo-Ellen Darcy was appointed as the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army (Civil Works) August 11, 2009 by President 
Barack Obama. As the ASA (CW) Ms. Darcy establishes 
policy direction and provides supervision of the Department 
of the Army functions relating to all aspects of the U.S Army 
Corps of Engineers’ Civil Works program, including all 
reimbursable work performed on behalf of Federal and non-
Federal entities, as well as the formulation and oversight of 
the program and budget of the Army National Cemeteries. 

These responsibilities include programs for conservation and development of 
the nation’s water and wetland resources, flood control, navigation, and shore 
protection.  s

New Army leaders sworn in

District kicks off CFC campaign

Lisa Sculley, Florida SIDS Alliance, explains her agency’s mission to provide support and 
information to families experiencing the tragedy of Sudden Infant Death Syndrome to Corps 
employee Deborah Welsh during the district’s fall 2009 Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) 
kick-off held Oct. 5. The CFC is an organization whose mission is to support and promote 
philanthropy through a voluntary program that is employee-focused, cost-efficient and 
effective in providing federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of life for all, 
according to John Smith, CFC regional director. Nearly 20 agencies came to the kick-off to 
share their nonprofit’s mission with Corps employees. (Photo by Christina Swanson) 
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Nichole Michells Curtis
Student Aide
Engineering Division
•	 Time with the district:  3 Years 

•	 Birth Place:  Jacksonville, Fla.

•	 My hobbies:  Dancing, listening to music, 
watching basketball and playing softball 

•	 My hidden talent is:  I can text, do homework, 
and talk on the phone all at the same time. 

•	 If I was district commander for a day, I’d:  Give 
everyone 59 minutes. I would call Debbie Brown 
and request a district commander’s parking space 
for a whole year with my name painted on the 
ground. I would introduce myself to the District’s 
employees who reside in the building, and then I 
would tell my secretary that I will be taking the 
rest of the day off. 

Leadership Development Program Oct. 8

The Leadership Development Program (LDP) will sponsor a 
Lunch and Learn Oct.8 beginning at noon in the Executive 
Conference Room. Program participants will be available to 
provide information about the program to those interested in 
applying for the 2010 program.

New Employee Orientation Oct. 20

New Employee Orientation will be held in the Executive 
Conference Room Oct. 20. Contact Lisa Clark at (904) 232-2271 
for more information.

Fire Drill Oct. 22

The next fire drill is Oct. 22 at 2:00 p.m.

Flu Vaccines

Seasonal influenza vaccines are available and will be given daily 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. daily.  After Oct. 16, 
vaccines will be given by appointment only.

Sandcastle Club

Managed by an executive board and designated officers, 
the District’s Sandcastle Morale Welfare Recreation Club 
(Sandcastle Club) was established to promote, sponsor and 
manage a program of social activities to foster and encourage 
fellowship among its members. Membership is automatic for 
all officers and employees, both military and civilian, who are 
employed in the Jacksonville District Office. Participation in 
activities and events is open to members, their immediate families 
and guests.

Military Appreciation Game Nov. 8

The Jaguars Military Appreciation Game will be held Nov. 8. 
Tickets can be purchased at the ITT offices at the local Navy 
bases, from local command MWR representatives and the 
Jacksonville Jaguars. Prices will range from $40 to $50.  A portion 
of each ticket will be donated to the Navy Marine Corps Relief 
Society. The game will include a flyover, an induction ceremony, 
video messages from troops stationed abroad and a salute to the 
military. Contact Robert Tilka at (904)633-6324 for additional 
information. s

Halloween safety
starts at home
There’s nothing spooky about 
Halloween safety. Check out these 
common-sense Halloween safety tips 
from the Mayo Clinic to protect your 

little ones!  

http://www.mayoclinic.
com/health/halloween-
safety/CC00072

http://www.mayoclinic.com/health/halloween-safety/CC00072


Planning Division’s annual chili cook off was held Oct. 2. Some of the participants in the day’s events include: 2nd row left to right, 
Stephanie Groleau, Lisa Eckert, Miles Meyer and Paul Demarco; 3rd row from left to right, Eddie Douglass, Jessica McCaffrey enjoy 
chili, chili cook off winners, Kenneth Dugger and Aubree Hershorin. (Photos by Christina Swanson)

16

Planning Division’s 2009 Chili Cook offPlanning Division’s 2009 Chili Cook off




