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The overall purpose of the Modified Water Deliveries (MWD) to Everglades National Park project is to restore
natural hydrologic (water) conditions in Everglades National Park, which were altered by the construction of roads,
levees and canals. MWD is one of many projects that are the foundation for the Comprehensive Everglades
Restoration Plan (CERP) projects. There are four major components of MWD: 8.5 Square Mile Area (8.5 SMA)
Flood Mitigation, Tamiami Trail Modifications, Conveyance and Seepage Control Features and system operational
changes. All four components are necessary to provide substantial flow increases to the Everglades National Park.
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area begins slightly more than one mile west of the intersection of
Krome Avenue and Tamiami Trail at Water Control Structure S-334
and extends 10.7 miles west to Water Control Structure S-333. In
January 2006, after public and agency involvement and completion of
an Environmental Impact Statement, a Record of Decision was signed
for Alternative 14, which features the 2-Mile Bridge West and 1-Mile
Bridge East. The high cost of this alternative led the Corps to begin a
Limited Reevaluation Report (LRR) of the Tamiami Trail Project.
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Since approval of the plan to construct Alternative 14, cost of construction materials have increased significantly nationwide.
The cost increases resulted in nearly doubling the construction costs and required further evaluation of a lower cost solution to
provide additional flows across Tamiami Trail. Currently, 19 sets of culverts pass water from L-29 Canal south to Everglades
National Park. The culvert opening size and the level of water in the canal affect the ability to move water across the Tamiami
Trail. If water levels are raised above 7.5 feet, then the roadway may need to be improved. Increments of Alternative 14
(opening sizes) and canal stage were combined into five alternative groups for further evaluation. Alternatives were evaluated
to balance construction cost, implementation schedule and hydrologic and ecological benefits. The LRR will document the cost
increases, evaluation of alternatives and recommend a lower cost solution to provide additional flow under Tamiami Trail. The
LRR is scheduled to be released to the public in late March 2008 for review and comment.

The 8.5 SMA flood mitigation component will be completed
in spring 2008. With flood mitigation in place, barriers to
flow can be reduced to allow additional flows into Northeast
Shark River Slough. Additional openings and increased water
levels in the L-29 Canal will improve flows south. The Corps
of Engineers is completing a LRR to evaluate increments or
parts of Alternative 14 that would still provide additional flows US Army Corps
and ecological benefits at a lower cost. In addition, the Corps of Engineers.
. .. Jacksonville District
looked at several new alternatives to determine if a better
option may exist to complete the Tamiami Trail component.
The LRR is underway and will be available for public review
and comment in mid March 2008 and is due to be completed

in July 2008. Further improvements to flow can then be made
through conveyance structures and operational changes.

Visit www.saj.usace.army.mil.
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